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PSKFACK. 
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We have much pleasure to place m the hands of the 
’public the best History of Bengal ever written or published. 
Stewart’s History of Bengal is not only the best but is also 
■the first work that was ever written on the subject. Ninety 
years have passed since this book was first published. A 
■few works of the same kind have no doubt been subsequently 
compiled, but these, being based chiefly on the present 
narrative, at least so far as the Muhammadan period is con- 
cerned, Major Stewart’s History of Bengal still holds the 
ground as the standard work on the subject 

Owing to several causes, this invaluable work was, how- 
'ever, allowed to go out of print, though the spread of 
English education created m the mind of the people an 
ardent desire to study the past events of their native 
coimtry. A demand was thus created for the best and the 
most interesting History of Bengal, but there was no means 
for satisfying this demand, unless an exhorbitant price was 
paid to hawkers of old books for a copy now and then 
offered for sale as a curiosity ^ 

We have now supplied this long-felt want by bringing 
out a new edition of this rare work, and we venture to hope 
that the public will appreciate our life-long labour to bring 
within the reach of the poorest, of the poor, — not unoften at 
a tremendous loss, — firstly, the books comprising the old 
literature of Bengal , secondly, the ancient Sanskrit books 
■iwith their translation, chiefly the scriptures that we hold 
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•acred, the divine lawi which atlll roffulatc our dally life,, 
and the philotophlcal treatim thought out by our tage», 
which for their depth and lobtlety have now exdled the 
admiration of the world and lastly rare Engluh booki of 
incalculable value to the people of thu countrj 

It mujt be a matter of great furpnse for thoughtful 
readeri that a History of Bengal written to early aa the 
year i8iq when the Britlah empire In India wai ttill m Its 
infancy, when the knowledge the English poiieued of the 
country was to very limhed, tod when the field for original 
research was to extremely narrow could be so nccuriie and 
to complete at least for the period which it cover? ch* 
from the Alubammadan lo the British conquest of the 
country SaoskxiC llteramre to far as has been explored 
and discovered, after lu mtbless destruction by zealoui 
iconoclasts dtiplnyi a ssd deficiency In birtorica) works 
But not so the Arabic and the Persian The literature of 
these languages hu been enriched by historical narratives, 
composed not only by private authors but also by Sovereigns 
of vast empires, who tat down to write their auto btographics 
minutely recording the most notable incidents of their reign 
the policy of their administration and even the fallinga in 
their private lives such as the drinking and the opium 
eating habit which Jahangk contracted and which be to 
torrowfuUjr deplored Major Stewart dug into Ihit rich 
mine ransacked its treasures and embodied them In ihli 
work in a hand) form and in a very pleasing language 

Every one, who has the Jean lore for Us covntrjr, roost 
cherish in his breast a desire to know all that can be known 
ol hit fatherland The day when the education of a young 
man was considered complete with the acquirement of a little 
proficiency In the three Ra, m 'ReadJnfJ" ‘^Biting 'and 
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“Rithmetic,” is now past, and the time has dawned when 
no one can be recognised as a man of culture unless he has 
stocked his mind with knowledge on various subjects, among 
which that relating to his own country is pre-eminently the 
first and most indispensable The lack of this most im- 
portant knowledge among our educated men has, however, 
hitherto been a standing reproach against them, but signs 
are now visible o^ri all sides to show that they are becoming 
fully alive to this deficiency, and many of them have now 
commenced riot onl^- to study the works already existing 
on the subject, but also to throw additional light upon it by 
careful enquiry and original research The educated men 
have also learnt to take a pride in the glory of their ancestors 
in the past, to weep for the sorrows which it has been the 
, lot of their country to suffer m more recent times, and to 
entertain the hope of a better destiny in the future, under 
the auspices of a nation, the most beneficent, the most just, 
and the most liberal the world has ever seen 

It will no doubt be gratifying to many to find, by a care- 
ful study of Major Stewart’s Historj'^, that the condition of 
e people of Bengal under the Muhammadan rule was not 
so bad as is generally supposed No doubt a very large 
portion of the population of the northern and eastern parts 
of the Province was converted into Muhammadanism during 
this time, but this conversion was due not so much to force 
as to a cause which lies on the surface, and which becomes 
apparent to every one who pays a little attention to the 
ethnographical condition of these parts. It is also related by 
other authorities that the conversion of the people of north 
Bengal was chiefly effected by an enraged Bengali, named 
^Kalapahar, who was refused readmission into his community,, 
after having been ostracised for some breach of castfiCfules- 
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Bengal under Muhammadan rule wai pracUcallf divided 
mto little chieftbipi ruled bf aemi Independent princet, 
almoat all of whom were Hindus* The Raju of Dinajpur, 
Rajthahl Nadiya, Buhnupur and Panchet were practicaly 
little king*, paying tribute to the Nuwabs residing at Gaur 
Dacca, Kajmahal or Murahidabad, and they ruled over their 
aubjecta with almoit the arbitrary power of an Independent 
aoverdgn 

Am the education of a boy in these days will never be 
complete tmleaa he be thoroughly conversant with the 
history of his own country we have no doubt that this book 
will find a place In every housebold and that the parents 
will consider it tbdr paramoont duty to recommend its 
carefhl perusal to their children* We also hope that the 
authoTities, In whose hands Is placed the sacred and the 
solemn doty of looking after the education of our youths 
will tee their way to prescribe its study for some of the 
University Examinations* 


Tin Bxhoabasi Omcs, 
CmUuJUx Alarxh 1910 


THE PUBUSHER* 
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HISTORY OF BENGAL 




SBCTIOi^ J. 


Of the eat ly Mohammedan Conquerors of India, 


INTRODUC r[ON. 

Previous to entering on the History of Bengal, it be- 
comes requisite to revert to the first invasion of the north- 
west provinces of India by the Mohammedans, and to proceed 
gradually with a narrative of their conquests,* until the period 
from which this History will properly commence but, as this 
subject has been before amply detailed in the Transla- ' 
tion of Ferishtah’s History of Hmdoostan by Colonel Dow, 

It IS intended merely to give a summary of those events , 
referring the reader for more particular information on that 
subject to the above-mentioned valuable work> 


* Having had frequent occasion, during the compila- 
tion of this work, to compare Colonel Dow's Translation with 
the original of the History of Hindustan, I conceive it due 
to the memory of that gentleman, to observe, that few persons 
could have given a more literal or able translation of his 
author , and that the suppositions of Mr. Gibbon, and the 
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i Dc*ih f Hartnn 
•I RaibbL 
K. O 809. 


Hin’OKT or JI^OAU [tier I 

After tbt drtth of the celebrated* HarDun*al RasbW 
A II i7Cf the temporal pover of the 
Khalift bef^ graduatljr to decline most 
of the ffo^emmenu of prorincef b/ the 
discord or weahneit of the Imperial familj became here 
ditary and Ibelr posseisors assumed independence the^ 
ho^Tcr retained a nominal respect for the tuccetsors of 
hlobunmcd , and constrained bf public opinion inserted the 
Khaliff name In all their official writings, and acknowledged 
him as their ford paramount, temporal and spiritual 

The most ponrerful of the e prince* that become m 
deperrdeot under the Khalifat, was 


bamsQUa Djiaatty Iihmael Samany Kowrnor of Martrulni 
^ her ( Trantoxanla ) and Khorassan who 

la the jdjrd fear of the He/na M*umed the royal titles He 
sra* the first of the dynasty of the SimanUns who rclpi In the 
dtyof Bokhara,* oter the proslnct* of Marerulnlhcr Kborai 
tan and the itotthern part of rersia. with Rreot reputation lor 
justice and humanity 


remark of a celebrated Orlenjlitt lately p»vcn to the public 
rtlatlre to that History ore equally 111 founded It must be 
acknowledged that Colonel Dow has. In tome IntUncrt. 
mistaken the Author t but such esrort may rilher be atcrlbtd 

to the IncorrtctDcts c! his manutcrlpli than to a want cf 
knowledge of the PcriUn Unguige It will be rrcollectcd 
thitlhe 3rd volume Is not a Iranslathn but a compilation 
fromdd^erttu tmhors. 

• The capital of a prarincr of ih- sane name In Uibec 
Tanary Lat, 3g* 15^ N Looj 61*^ 15' 




SECT. I.] SAMANIAN DYNASTY. , 1 9 

/ 

The family of Samama enjoyed their extensive empire 
'nearly ninety years in much tranquillity and renown, ^nd 
were celebrated for their justice and the mildness of their 


government 

Abdul Malik Noo, the seventh of that race, dying 
at Bokhara in the 350th year of the Hejira 
succeeded by his left a son, then a youth, called Abdul 
son, Abdul Munsur Munsur On this occasion the nobles 


A. D 961. 


and principal officers were divided in 


‘their opinion about the succession, some favouring the 
brother of the late monarch, and others declaring for his 
son To end the dispute, it was agreed to refer the matter 
•to Abistagy, governor of Khorassan, a person distinguished 
by his integrity and great abilities. Abistagy gave it as his 
•opinion, that Munsur from his youth, being incapable 
of governing so extensive an. empire with discretion, it would 
be advisable to elect his uncle to the throne but before 
Abistagy’s messengers reached Bokhara, the contending 
parties had settled their dispute, by unanimously electing 
Munsur to be their king , and the young monarch offended 
at Abistagy’s opinion, commanded him to relinquish his 
government, and proceed to Bokhara. 

Abistagy, unwilling to trust himself in the power of an 
irritated prince, who was surrounded by 

aYuI Munsi? and 

immediately raised the standard of rebelli- 

•on , blit, finding himself unequal to contend with his adver- 

sanes, he quitted Khorassan with a select corps of 3000 

cavalry devoted to his service , and, proceeding to the 

south-east, he took possession of Ghizne,* declaring himself 

independent of the Samanian authority. 


* Ghizne is situated in latitude 33® 25^ north, and east 
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^Vhen the king was Informed of the departure of Ablftapf 
from Khomtin he appointed Abu! Hufien to that gorem 
mcnt. vlth ordert to drire Abitugy from hit usurped dorolnl 
on but that chief having reconciled the Afghans of Ghlane 
to hit usurpation sms enabled bjr their tsilstance to defeat the 
royal general In two pitched battles; and that became absolute 
sovereign of the kingdom of Zabullstan 
OTcr which he retgned nearly Cflecn years 

and died a. h 365 

AbUtagy was succeeded by bU son Abu Isaac who died 
without heirs after a short reign of one year On this event, 
Subuctaceen. the genenllislmo of Ablstagy with the con 
cunence ol the chiefs of the army orvd the principal Inhabitants 
of Ghline mounted the throne and took to wife the daughter 
of bis patron Abirtagy 


SUnUCTAGEEN 

Origin Saboctacem—'lwi 'tt lh«* n^Oin — InvjdrA 

lloidcwt »<■— Dcfciti tKe lUJk of I nmch n— lik^\ m cJ 

Pj jf—Rrtums fa Ch rne— the c ly rf na'Vh— 

SfsiCT^atxx who wjt oriuhtally a Turkhh ih>f 
mount-d the throne of Chime on ihc 
cfiiSan In the h ynr of thr 
•/ r llejlri conrtpon *ing with the yttf ^ 

A. l> «ra. Chrit Itn ara sn 1 wvjn iSii 

o fit cn tnuired the of \an at/m 


It-* u*r frota the Cinirtes it»i’ ao It l»Ov*cj^ulof 
»nJ wat »T flat ptr lop*»cei» ft of * 

i * M htfts rtat I Ar 
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SUBUCTAGEEN. 
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As soon as Subuctageen found himself firmly established 

m his government, he resolved to employ 
And invades Hin- . , , , j i 

doostan his army in making war on > the idolaters 

A. D 977 q£ in consequence, invaded 

the frontier provinces of that country in the year 367 , 

and, having acquired much plunder, and brought away a 

number of the inhabitants as slaves, he returned in triumph 

to his capital 

The Hindoo prince, whose country had been thus invaded 
was named Jypaal the son of Hypaal of the tribe of Brahmens. 
His capital was called Bathendeh ; and his dominions extended 
in a north-west direction, from Lahore to Lughman ,* and in 
:a south-east line, from Cashmire to Moultan. In order to 
revenge this insult, Jypaal assembled a numerous army and 
advanced towards Ghizne He was met on the frontier by 
‘Subuctageen, and some skirmishing took place betw.^pn the 
two armies , but, in consequence of a violent storm, attended 
by a heavy fall of snow, the Hindoos,, who could not^endure ^he 
( cold, sued for , peace , the Raja agreeing to, pay a fine of a 
i million of f and to present Subuctageen with fifty 

elephants Part of the .money was paid immediately, the 

^,The district of Lughman probably^extended as far as the ^ 
Hindoo koh * but this circumstance contradicts the current 

; 4 .ill 

opinion that the Hmdoos tWere, prohibited crossing fhe Indus; 
‘as we here find that a Hindoo prince possessed countries three 
, (degrees west of that river and that many of his subjects were 
, Afghans 

/ f Dirhem, a small silver com, which has varied much in 
value. It may, however, be averaged at sixpence English 


^ See Rennell’s Memoir of the Map of Hmdoostaij. 
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rtmalndcrwn pro=Jl«d to be II^oWuM tn • ibort iS-r 
»m5 hD5U/?tJ were far the fufCtant of the tfrj*r 

VTitn the R»]» retunjed lo h*i ap?tat belni eicitH rltbtr ht 
*\inct Oftibamed ofkti pailtUolmw' coo-loci bert^otei 
lo ccrnplf with the ttlpraU ed lermi ao-^ ofxlm'l th.ii iV pet 

»OQi whoas Subactijjrtn htdi^l tortcrl^e tflS^fo ibo-j!! 

b- detaiflcd train hN bortajcet were itlraW'l Uf »t lb» watr 
lime »eol erabxnlet to the diJerm of 

ImpIcTin;? ibetn to tra! e b him in drfeacf of ibt r cctn ry 
tnd of ihelr rcHitten 

ibli lrt*fin*fnce bfo*j/bt !■» 

Tt memblcd bU iroepi tnd tatichH trnr ti Tb-# 

coe endtog analei enrt en iht 

Jfradoo f<Jfcei iCTO'jo'ed to ao-^'vy* tor* b; • 

mmbff of «Itpb»r*i ibt Mfl^^i"**-!*'*** f 
rrftjwtrt Ik T drore iS+lf acr-^t tSif ^ r t* cr 

^^'lb i-^-b ccmp’fte Uw c'vf'r** H 

Lujhmin and fi iKtwuf Ort c/ iVf 

fc» co^tcml lOOM h^u w*i 4 C r/ 

riiib»«TW »R-ltk» A'z^^J *• J t 

• Soiokj^ H L*-e c pc t -*(1^9 

0 “U^l cf tk<-m*ir » ^ ( 

»ri,r* tkf ervtry |i h » *t ^ ‘ I’ 



SULTAN MAHiMOOD GHAZY. 


Invades Hindoosian — 'Engacfes and defeats Raja Jypaal — 1 
Bathendeh — Invades Moultan — Conquers ihe Raja of Bhattea, a id 
Daoud Khan, an Afghan Chief — -Invades Nagorkote — Oppo ••c /m 
his progress by Raja Annungapaal— -Takes the fort of Bhimp • 
Returns to Ghizne — Obtains the title of Sultan — Marches to 1 han- 
nasar— Takes that fortress, and des'rovs the celeberated image— 
Takes the fortress Nadoune — Invades Kashmire — Repuhed— 
Again invades Hindoostan — Subdues the Raja of Cannouge— 
Takes the cities of Merat, Mabin, ind Muttra— Returns to Ghizne 
— b'vades Hindoostan a sixth tune— Advances to the bank of the 
nver Jumuna— Defeats the Hindu forces— Returns to his own 
dominions — Invades Kashmire — Again repulsed — Attacks and 
subdues the Punjab — Advances into Bundelcund, and lays sieze to 
Callmger — Returns home — Invades Guzerat, and takes the cele- 
brated Temple of Diu — His army suffer much distress on their 
return to Ghizne — -Expedition rtgainst the Jats— Returns to 
Ghizne — Dies. 

Sultan Mahmood, the eldest son of Subuctageen, having 

made a vow, that, if he ever succeeded, to the throne, he 

' , would wage continual war against the 

Subuctageen sue- , 

ceeded by his son, idolaters of India, towards the end of the 
Mahmood Ghazy Hejira, marched with 

10.000 chosen horse from Gh’ziie , and, , on the 8th of 
Mohurrem of the following year, engaged Raja Jypaal, with 

12.000 horse, 30,000 infantry, and 300 war elephants, at 

A D 1001 Mah- ^^f®^ 3 .wur The Mohammedans were again 

mood invades victorious, having slam 5,000 of the Hin- 
Hindoostan, > ^ 

doos, and taken the Raj^, with fifteen of 

his principal adherents, prisoners. The Sultan then advanced, 

and laid seige to Bathendeh, the capital of the captive prince. 
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25 


A D. 1008 9, 
Mahmood invades 
Hindoo'stan a 
Sfcond time 


army of Hindoos, under the command of Annungapaal, the 
•son of the late Raja A severe conflict ensued, m .which the 
Hindoos were again defeated, and their prince obliged to 
take refuge in Cashmire. The Sultan then advanced to the 
alty of Moultan ; and, after a siege of seven days, compelled 
Daud Khan to pay a tribute of 20,000 dirhems, and to 
•embrace the true faith ^ 

In the year 399, the Sultan again advanced towards 
Hindoostan , and Raja Annundpaal having 
been reinforced by several other Hindoo 
princes, again opposed him in the plains 
of Paishawur. The contest had lasted for 

-several days, when the elephant, on which Annungapaal rode, 
having taken fright, ran off to the rear This circumstance 
induced the whole of the Hindoo army to take to flight 
'They were pursued by their adversai les for two days and 
two nights, and 20,000 of them fell by the sword After 
this victory, the Sultan, whose mind was governed by bigotry 
and fanaticism, resolved to proceed to the sacred territory of 
Nagorkote, and to destroy all the temples of the idolaters in 
that district. 

There was, at that time, m the vicinity of Nagorkote, a 
celebrated fort, called Bhime, or Sheemnagur, m which the 
Hindoos had collected all the wealth' consecrated to the 
idols of that and the neighbouring territories, for many 
centuries Mahmood invested this place 
in the year 400, with such expedition, that 
the procrastinating Hindoos had not time to reinforce the 
garrison, which at that time was very wjeak, and therefore, 

^ The Afghams were Mohammedan’s, but of a different 
-sect from the Sultan, 


A, D 1009-10, 
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which place he quickly reduced After lh(» he attlated hic 
rereajirc upon tome ol the Aff^ns who neglectiQg their 
protniie to hla father hid taken part with the Hindoo*. 

Ai It was the ciiatom ftmongst the Hindoos that whatever 
1 Raja wa* twice defeated or uken prisoner ihotUd be con 
\*Idered unworthy to reign Jypaal having resigned his 
tohlfson Anrmngapaal devoted himself as a aacrifice 
to the prejadices of his coontrymen and bamt bhnself on a 
funeral pile 

In the year 395 the Sultan resolved to carry hit arms 

_ against Raja Bajenio whose territories 

A. t) roo4 5 

were situated la the vicinity of Moultan 
The Raja waited the attack in bis caplul named Bbattea 
which WSJ well fortl£ed with an exceedingly high wall, and 
a very broad and deep ditch. For serenU day* the Hindoos 
defended themselves with great vigour but die Raja ■ 
courage falling him he left a strong garrison m the place 
and retired to the woods on the banks of the Slnde here 
he was soon after surrounded by a detachment of the Moham 
medan army and finding farther resistance vain fell upon 
his own sword. The dty was soon after taken by asaaah, 
and an immense quand^ of plunder fell into the hands of 
the captors ; loaded with which they returned In triumph to 
their own dominions * 

The Saltan having discovered that Daud Khan an 
A^^an heretic, who then potsesaed the province of Jlnltan 
and whose predeceasor bad taken the oath of allegiance to 
Saltan Soboctageen had daring tfae tlege of Bhattea, sent 
•aaslftance to Raja Bajerao, resolved to panlsh the traitor 
He therefore In the year 396 again ad 
^ vinced towarda Hind post an , and bad 

proceeded as far aa Falshawnr when be was opposed by an 
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A D, 100S-9, 
Mahmood invades 
Hindoo<;tan a 
second time 


army of Hindoos, under the command of Annungapaal, the 
«on of the late Raja. A severe conflict ensued, m which the 
Hindoos were again defeated, and their prince obliged to 
take refuge in Cashmire. The Sultan then advanced to the 
-city of Moultan ; and, after a siege of seven days, compelled 
Daud Khan to pay a tribute of 20,000 dirhems, and to 
-embrace the true faith ^ 

In the year 399, the Sultan again advanced towards 
Hmdoostan ; and Raja Annundpaal having 
been reinforced by several other Hindoo 
princes, again opposed him in the plains 
of Paishawur. The contest had lasted for 

several days, when the elephant, on which Annungapaal rode, 
having taken fright, ran off to the rear This circumstance 
induced the whole of the Hindoo army to take to flight 
They were pursued by their adversaiies for two days and 
two nights, and 20,000 of them fell by the sword After 
this victory, the Sultan, whose mind was governed by bigotry 
^nd fanaticism, resolved to proceed to the sacred territory of 
Nagorkote, and to destroy all the temples of the idolaters m 
that district. 

There was, at that tune, in the vicinity of Nagorkote, a 
celebrated fort, called Bhime, or Bheemnagur, m whfch the 
Hindoos had collected all the wealth consecrated to the 
idols of that and the neighbouring territories, for many 
centuries Mahmood invested this place 
m the year 400, with such expedition, that 
the procrastinating Hindoos had not time, to reinforce .the 
garrison, which at that time was very weak, and therefore, 


A. D 1009-10 




The Afghams were Mohammedans, but of a different 
sect from the Sultan, 
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tpecdfl/ compelled them to capitulate, etlpulttlng onJj lor 
their Ilret and llbert)' thm the whole of the Immeoie 
wealth conuincd In the fortxess foU Into the hand* of the 
Sultan with which he ImmeduUclj returned to Ghizne, and 
dlfplajed to hU aitoolihed subject* such riches as were never 
before possessed by anj monarch. It was on this occasion 
that be obtained from the Ktllf Kader Blllah the title of 
Sultan 

In the pear 401, the Sultan again invaded Mnhan , and,. 

having taken the dtr hr assanlt, slew or 

A D 1010*11 


mutilated a great number of the heretlca> 
Afghans, and led awap their chief, Daud Khan, with minp of 
his followers captives. 

In the coarse of this pear the Sultan waa informed that 
In the town of Thannasar not fax from Dehlp there was an 
Image named Jog Sootn which au held in the highest 
veneration bv the Hindoos , and that crowds of people 
assembled there annoaUp from everp part of Indis, to worship 
the kloL This intelligence having rekindled the seal of the 
Sultan he resolved to destrop this object of profane adora- 
tion and In the pear 40* marched from 
A* ^ *“■ Ghlme but ms b la route lap through the 

countrp of Raja Annungapaal, with whom be bad concluded a 
treatp of peace he sent an ambassador u> that prince, to de m a nd 
a free passage through his terrltorp assuring him that his troops 
should not commit the smallest Injuip on anp of his snbje^s,. 
The Kaja endeavoured to pemUde the Sultan to relinquish hb 
nndertaking offering to pap him annuallp the amount of the 
revemies of Thannasar and to send him Immedittelp fiftp ele- 
phants and various other presents. Hi* entreaties had no- 
effect on the bigoted follower of Mohammed, who proceeded 
with such expedition, that be arrived at T hanna sa r before the- 
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Ra}a of Dehly could receive the assistance which he had 
solicited from the neighbouring princes. All the inferior 
images were, by the Sultan's orders, broken to pieces , but 
the venerated Jug Soom, after navmg the head destroyed, 
was sent to Ghiznc, to form one of the steps of the public 
mosque, that the pious Mohammedans might have the plea- 
sure of trampling on this object of idolatrous superstition. 
Religious /cal was not the only passion which the Moham- 
medans gratified by this expedition ; their avarice was also 
satiated by the rich plunder of the temples. 

After this transaction, the Sultan wished to advance to 
the conquest of Dehly ; but Ins nobles having represented 
the danger of proceeding further, until he had completely 
subdued the countries of the Punjab and Multan, he relin- 
quished his intention, and returned to bis own dominions, 
carrying with him 40,000 Hindoos, of both sexes, as slaves. 

In the year 404, Sultan Mahmood again invaded the 
dominions of Pittcraou Typaal the son of 

A. D 1013-14. ^ , , , , , r VY j 

Annungapaal, and took the fort of Nadounc 
(probably Nadonc of our maps). The young prince, finding 
himself unable to contend with the invaders, fled to Cashmlro 
whither he was pursued by the Sultan ; who, after having 
plundered that province, and forcibly converted a number 
of the inhabitants to his own religion, returned to Ghl/.ne. 

The year 406 was rendered remarkable by the Sultan's 

. „ ^ unsuccessful attack on Cashmirc. He for 

A. D. 1015-1(5. 

many months laid siege to the strong fort- 
ress of Koh Rote ; and was detained so long by this operation, 
that the Winter set in with much violence, and a number of 
his troops perished m the retreat. This was the fitst failure 
this enterprising monarch had ever cKporicnced, ' 
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In ibo ipring of the year 409 Sultan Mahmood hating 
^ ^ rtsolted upon an expedition ■gamil 

Connouge touched from GhUne wUb an 
army »ald to have coiulttcd of 130,000 catnlry He took the 
route of Caihffilre and, after a tolltome and ardutoj tnircb 
of three months, issued from the mounulns which form the 
northern boundary of the country lying between the nwrj 
Jumna and Ganges, called by the natlrts the Dootb 
Hts approach was quite onexpected by Korrt, the Rsja of 
Cannouge whose capital was, at that ttme equal in mtgnl 
ficcnce to any of the cities In India and who seeing no 
other remedy than submUiion proceeded to (he camp of 
the Sultan, and lubroitted himself and hii country 10 the 
mercy of the coaqueror 

The Sulun remained some days la Cannouge while hit 
detaebmemttdokthefoniof Merataad Mablo iheone iituatcd 
on the Cally Nuddy the other on the baaki of the jumna 

From Cannouge ibe Sultan proceeded to Muttra, (0 thl« 
day a celebrated place of Hindoo worihlp hrom tht lirab 
mens be met with no opposition Inrt the plan Jef tie obtain 
ed was Immenie I the images are said to hate been all com 
posed of gold or ilhcr and omarDenicd whh inecinut 
stones. Tbo •»ulisn commued In this couojy for seme 
months plundering the Inbabltsntf and deiJoying the io»m 
alcer which be relumed to bis own domlnlont, Wxdei »uh 
spoil and 
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niustered, and marched towards Hindoostan On the occa- 
sion he took his route. through the Punjab, by Lahore The 
prince of that country, Pitteraou Jypaal, not finding himself 
able to prevent the passage > of his invaders, retreated across- 
the river Jumna there he was reinforced by Nunda, Raja 
of Callmger (the capital of Bundelkand), and several other 
chiefs The Sultan having arrived on the banks of the 
Jumna, found the allied Hindoo army drawn up, ready to 
oppose his crossing the river, which at that time was not 
fordable He therefore encamped opposite to them, till he 
' could form a better judgment of his own and of their situa- 
tion , but, during the night, some of his troops, having swum 
across the river without orders, threw the Hindoos into such- 


consternation, that they all took to flight 

The Sultan continued to pursue them for several days , 
but the fugitives, when they had nearly reached the confines 
of Callmger, again rallied, and drew up in order of battle 
Their army is said to have consisted of 36,000 horse, 45,000 
infantry, and a great number of war elephants, and so formi- 
dable was their appearance, that it caused very serious 
apprehensions to the Mussulmans , but the Sultan, having 
reconnoitred their position, resolved to delay the attack only 
till morning In this, however, he was disappointed, as 
during . the night, the Hindoos abandoned their camp and 
retreated in the greatest disorder The Mohammedans pur- 
sued them for several days and took a number of elephants, 
and a quantity of their baggage , but the Sultan, reflecting on 
the distance he was from home, and the state of the countries 
in his rear, thought it prudent to return towards Ghizne 

In the year 413, Sultan Mahmood again entered Cashmire, 

AD 22 2 strong fortress of 

, 1022 23. Kote; but having been a second time 
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foiled be proceeded to the Puojab aod for tereral mODlhi 
laid waste that cotintry Haring at length howcrer render 
ed himself master of the dty of Lahore he retoI\cd to annex 
the Punjab to his own domlnlont, and commanded hit troops 
to desist from farther depredatlom The Haja Pltteraou 
Jjpaal unable to contend with his tdrersaries retired to 
Ajmire for protection and the Sultan, after appointing one ot 
his Omrabs to the government of the Punjab returned to his 
capltaL 

In the year 414 Sultan, haring resolved to sub 
due Nuoda the Raja of Callinger, march 
Ghlxnc with a numerous army 
He took the route of Lahore and when he arrived at 
•GuaJIer • gave ordcn for bis troops to Inttii that fortmi 
but on the chiefs sending him a valuable present and several 
elephants, be cooUnued hU journey and shortly alter entered 
tbeprorioce of Bundelcund 

The Raja, intimidated by the nambcr and prowess of h!i 
cnimicf retired to the fortrets of Callingerf the commanding 
ntuatk>o and strong (ortIGcatlotts of which stopped the further 
progress of the Mohammedan arms, and Induced the Sulun, 
upon reeelrlng a Urge sum of money and three hundred 
elephants, to return home 

In the year 413 the Saltan Jed bU army o^cr sterile 
deserts Into the porlnce of Guteral , 

A. D taJ4 35 cipHal { of which be look without 

Twice taien 6y (fie &gh'»A bcrf ceded fo cAe 
Mahrattas 

f CalllnjCT has Utely been taken by the Lotliih hot not 
till after baring been repuhed In ihelr first ttlack 

J Nehrwileh. 
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opposition. He then proceeded to the Island of Dm, in which 
was situated the Temple of Som Naat, a celebrated idol, which 
had been the object of Hindoo worship from time im- 
memorial 

The capture of this temple cost the Sultan the lives of 
many of his troops , but the immense wealth which he found 
therein amply repaid all his toils, and was equal in value to the 
whole of the plunder of his former expeditions 

The Sultan directed the venerated image of Som Naat, 
which was five yards in hight, and contained incalculable 
wealth, to be broken to pieces, and its fragments to be sent to 
Mecca, Medina, Ghizne, and other Mohammedan cities, as a 
testimony of his zeal and power. 

The troops having suffered much distress, during this 
^ journey, in their passage across the desert, the Sultan deter- 
mined to return home by' the way of Moultan , but even m 
this route his army experienced excessive hardships, both 
from the opposition of the inhabitants and scarcity of water 
and provisions, and with much difiiculty returned to Ghizne, 
after an absence of nearly two years 

In the year 417, Mahmood resolved to wreak his ven- 
geance on the Jats, a tribe of Hindoos who 
A D. 1026 inhabited the banks of the lower part of 

the river Sinde. He, therefore, early in the year, proceeded 
to- Moultan, where he collected 1500 large boats, each of which 
he- armed with iron spikes, projecting over the bow and sides. 
Some of these boats were fitted up as fire-ships, ahd the' re- 
mainder occupied by archers and spearmen. 

The fleet launched from Moultan ; and, soon after their 
arrival in the country jpf the Jats, were opposed by a fleet 
said to have consisted of 4000 boats of vanous sizes ; but, 
as the fleet of the Ghiznians had the advantage of the current, 
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the born of the Jali were uoable lo wllhiUnd the ihock 
m*nj of them were lunk s number of them were burned, 
and the re*t dlfpcried Afier the Ticloiy the Mohammedan* 
landed and haring »ei fire to the Tillage* brought away 
a great number of the women and children with whom 
the Sulum returned in tnuraph to bli capital. 

Two year* after thii cTeni, Sultan Mahmood died at Ghime 
on the ayrd of the lecond Rubbj (3rd 
A. D loaS. roonth ) in the 419th year of the Hejira 
and wa* buncd In a magnificent tomb 
erected near the at) which to thl* dar I* reiorted to by 
Mohammedan pilgrim* from ranou* pan* of A<^a. who con>i 
der him a* having been glorious champion of their rehgi m. 
and therefore rercrcnce hli memory 


Ot 

MUb \OOt) THE FIRST 

Muinrwd >uc*«di «o th tbi-oof— C*urieire oi that I rin«— 
Ip mvadrt ibe Hc<*un prorinee* I Kut h and Malctfan— »Inv* I * 
dibrour ami Uk ibe cel bnaru 10 i cf Sut (.Uy-^lniaOrt 
lindocnun and c pium the crtw» ef Ifanu and Simpui— Itrtuinc 
to G* jnf— Utpcvd and murdere I by hi* own *ub;tili 

StLTAX Mahxooo wa* *uccedcd by hi* leconJ ion 
Mihtmmcd In the year 4>t but a* the 
errnt* of that fhort and uouable rct^n are 
not ccnnected with the t!7alr* of lodis it 
hi* not been thought requliite to /aiert It In ih-i if rlJgcJ 
birory 

Muiicod at the pernjd ol hi* Ulber * dcccaie wai 
Govcfoor cd HimUan in Penli and upon hli ruccte 'mi 
to tLc throat fu? *oa elltcc mide HiUb the »e*t c' hti cay Jr 
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A. D io3t. 


He was a man of lofty spirit, and great personal strength : 
on which account he was honoured with the title of Rustem 
the Second His arrow could pierce the strongest coat of mail 
and pass through the body of an elephant , and his iron mace 
was so hea\y. that no man of his time could raise It with one 
hand He was, w’lthal, of an obstinate and fierce disposition, 
contemptuous of authorit), and disdaining all obedience 
This circumstance, in his }oulh, engaged him m many quarells 
and greatly disobliged his father , who therefore wished to 
confer the kingdom on his second son, and, in consequence, 
detached Musaood to the the most distant part of hts empire, 
pre\ious to his last illness 

In the year of the Hejira 422. he quitted Balkh, and 
repaired to Ghizne, w-here having settled 
his authority he employed his armies in 
reducing the maritime provinces of Persia, Kutch and 
Tilakeran. 

For two years, the attention of the Sultan was so much 
engaged by his Persian provinces, that he 
had little leisure to molest the Plindoos , 
but in the year 424, he led his army into Cashmire, and inves- 
ted the fort ot Sursutty, which commanded the passes. The 
garrison, being intimidated, sent messengers to the king, 
promising valuable presents, and an annual tribute, if he 
would desist from his enterprise Musaood was inclined 
to listen to their proposals, when he received a petition from 
several Mohammedan merchants, who were captives m the fort, 

, stating that they had come into that country in the laudable 
and peaceable pursuit of commerce , that the governor of 
Sursutty had unjustly seized them, plundered them of all their 
goods, and kept them in severe confinement they added, that 
the provisions m the fort being nearly expended, if his majesty 


A. D 1033 



34 


Htrromr or bekovu 


[flCT t. 


would persevere in the siege a few da^i longer it muit 
surrender to hii victorious arms* This intelligence at once 
roused the anger and ainbitioQ of the pnnce He gave orders 
for the siege to be prosecuted with redoubled vigour The 
ditch was in a few dap 0 Ued with sugar-canei from the 
adjacent plantations , scaling ladders were applied to the 
walls and the Infuriate Mostelmani entered the fort, and 
put the whole garrison to the swortL The king then ordered 
aearch to be made (or the captlre merchants and baring 
liberated them bestowed on them the ropl portion of the 
plunder This act rendered him beloved bj the Moham 
medans and dreaded by the Hindoos. 

In the year 4)7 the Sultan entered the mountainous 
region of Sewalic, and ihmted the lup- 
posed Impregnable fortress ol Hansk 
which he took by storm on the ilith day In this place he 
found imrocnje treasurea. which be despatched to Ghlinc 
He then proceeded in person to Sunpui, a celebrated place 
of Hindoo worship situated only fortv miles from Dehly 
here aJibougb he met with no opposition be nerertbeJesi 
coiuigned the idols and their temples to destruction After 
thus cnnang his intolerant seal he returned to Lahore 
and hann^ established his son hlujdood as governor of that 
province he proceeded to GhUnc 

This was the last incursion of Sultan Ilnsaood into 
Hindoostan and In the >eai 434 he 
^ ^ was deposed and aftenrardfc murdered 

h) his o«n subjects 
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SULTAN MODOOD. 

Proclaimed King at Balkh.— Repairs to Ghizne.— The Empire 
declines —The Raja of Dehly enters into a confederacy with the 
others Hindoo Princes —Takes the fort of Nagorkote,— The 
Mohammedans nearly driven from Hindoostan.— The Sultan dies.— 
His Successors, 

Sultan Modood, at the time of his father’s decease 
was at Balkh, where he was immediately proclaimed king. 
He soon afterwards proceeded to Ghizne , but for several 
years he was so much occupied by an invasion of the 
Siljokian Tartars, and by civil wars that he had no leisure 
to pursue the conquests of his predecessors in India ' 

In the year 435, the Raja of Dehly, perceiving the 
declimng state of the Ghiznian empire, 

daL'’«“r°J dX;. 

out of Hindoostan his country from the hands of the 
A, D. 1043 oppressors He therefore entered into 
an alliance with all the Hindoo princes of the Punjab, to 
attack the common enemy and, that no means might be 
omitted to rouse their zeal and animate their spxnts, he 
declared that he had seen in, a vision the deity whose idol 
had formerly been worshipped in the temple of Nagorkote ; 
and who had informed him, that, having levenged himself 
on the Ghiznians, by the introduction of civil broils and 
discord amongst them, if he would advance with his army 
to Nagorkote he should there find him returned to his 
temple, and prepared to assist his worshippers by his 
divine aid 

The story, having been propagated by some Brahmens 
w ho were probably in the secret, was eagerly credited by 
a multitude of zealots , these having joined the army of 
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the Raji, he proce^ed at iheir head towardi Sjt )rlLO e 
litvincr dinn^ htj route reco^rire I from the hind» nf 
Mohamn^edan# the dtrei of Tharjnt«r Hanjr and r^eraJ 
other flicer’ TIjc fort of Satjorlo r tituate I 'i 

the top of i inounutin and defendetl b> » dcirtfumtl 
Mohaniraedin jramwn not 10 be uhen b> aj-uuli ih^ 
nija therefore elovl) mxcitcd It wtfh ht< troop* and 
patkntl) trailed the *Iow but certain effcctr of fimtnr \t 
the end of four moiiihi th#* j^mton finding no h pn nf 
relief caplinlated Prcvinuitr* the lurrenJcr of the f ri 
the Rajx had taken tlie preciution of caunnjc an flij fn 
mad»*oflhe lame ue and form of that trhidi fit iff > 
occupied Uie temple and ha«nf; durln" the riffb: nuf» t 

ili«*creilf info the place it »ai duplapr f »>jn af e l^- 
iiml Min into the fan i rhe aitoenh 1 mu liul n 
1 leniml lena e which l»if brrVen to pie-r* b> if* 

^tohamme Ian Tmt « rr) *t l»ed th« ftme if tf ' t 
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Sultan Ibi*ahim succeeded his brother Ferrokhzad, ^ m, 

u’ 1 J ‘ 

the year 4^0 He was a pnnce 

A 0 1058 ' ; r 1 ‘ j 

remarkable for his strict moralit}'', and 
observance of religious duties For twent}-Lwo years his 

atterftion was much occupied by apprehensions fiom his 
western neighbours , but m the ye^ 472 he sent a powerful 
army to invade Hindoostan He took 
and plundered the ancient city of Adjodin, 
situated on the skirts of the Great Desert , he also captured 
the celebrated fort of Rupal, and carried awayaoo,o6o of 
the inhabitants of that vicinity into slavery . ' > . 

In Its consequences, the most important event of 'this 
reign was the appointment of a person named Sham tSouiy 
to the Government of Ghor, as well hereafter » be 
explained. Ibrahim enjoyed a long and 
prosperous reign, and quitted this mortal 

life in vear 492 ' 


A. D. 1098. 


MUSAOOD THE THIRD. ,, , , 

/ I 1 ’ • 

Rlusaood III the son of Sultan Ibrahim, mounted the 
throne on the demise of his father He revised- the 
ancient laws and regulations of the state, and, abrogating 
such as were deemed unreasonable, substituted other tn 
their place founded upon better pnnciples He took 
Mehidi Irac, the daughter of Sinjir, ^ king of the^ Sijoky, in 
marriage , which connection cemented the peace between 
those princes 
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Dxmng the rdgn of Mmaood hli geoefil fumed To^ban 
Sieo led an expediuon loto l!lndoo«in and, hanrH 
CTOised the Ganges carried the Mohammedan corwiu 
UrthtT than there of the celebrated ^^ahraood Char/ 

The retnilnder of the fciga of Muiaood *ji fuii <1 n 

pel e and he d»cd at Chine m th 
A, D lilt. , , 

year tt*> afterardgoof aertnteen jrm 


arsilla. 
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governor of Seistan, the troops of Ghiznc were put to flight ; 
and Arsilla, unable to renew the engagement, fled towards 
Hmdoostan. 

Sinjir entered Ghizne m triumph, where he remained 
forty days and having placed Bahram on the throne of 
Ghizne, returned to his own government. 

In the year 511, Arsilla made an attempt to recover his 

dominions, but was defeated, taken priso- 

A D. 1117. death 


BAHRAM SHAH, 

Bahram Shah was possessed of great courage and dignity : 
he was also a great encourager of learning, and spent much 
of his time with the Literati, each of whom he rewarded 
according to merit During his reign, a great number of 
books were wntten and dedicated to him, the most celebrated 
of which IS the Mukhzen al Asrar (Treasury of Secrets), by 
the famous Shaikh Nizamy. 

In the year 512 the Sultan marched to Lahore, wbicn had 
been seized by Mohammed ‘Bahlim, the 
*** general of the late monarch An engage- 
ment took place in the vicinity of that city, in which Bahlim 
was defeated and made prisoner ; but being a person of great 
plausibility, he not only persuaded the Sultan to release him, 
but to take him into his service, and to re-appoint him to 
the government of Lahore. In return for his clemency, 
Bahlim embraced the first opportunity of rebelling against 
his master. A second engagement ensued, in which the 
rebel was defeated, and, in his flight, fell into a quagmire 
with ten of his sons, and was never more heard of. The 
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Sullan foon after i«ir«d the (arollj and »ll the of the 

rebel »hkh he had deposited In Na;;ore a cr!tbra.td fxt In 
the mouDUlni of Se«aljc 

Some jcir* after th»« cten a touo;:: man timt! 
j\foh»mcnfd fftT<<eio a rnnee of the rotal finsiN of Cbor 
• ho «»* muried to one of the daoshteri of the rebel h»xiPi 
excited tlie fcilcorr fil the ^alian ••*< fiu to death ard Ihu 
act proved In |i con»ev;uencea the mtn cf the fimih f 
Ghtme ‘'lef \d feen *^fT the brother of the rfccri''^l 
nf^f a itrea arm» to reven e hn drt b ffe march/ f 
direoir to Chime •h ch Pahram e acuatcJ tnl ur»h e !■' 
nppofeliro Ted fO»ard» Jfic fc*! Jn. 
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m\ested that cit}, and delivered it to be plundered by hi& 

troops, and its inhabitants to be massacred, for seven days 

he then set fire to it in many places, and carried his 

♦ 

ravages so far as to destroy every monument of the Ghiznian 
kings, excepting the tombs of Mahmood, Musaood, and 
Ibrahim 

After his defeat, Bahram fled, with The scattered remains 
of his army, towards Lahore , but he was overwhelmed with 
his misfortunes, and sunk under the hand of 
death in' the year 547, after 'a reign of 
thirty-five years He was,* upon the whole, 'an amiable and 
virtuous prince , and had it not been for his impolitic and 
cruel conduct to the Prince of Ghor, he might have died with 
the character of a good man '' 

The author of the Tabkat Nassery states, that he reigned 
fort} years, and that his death occurred at 
Ghizne in the vear 552 of the He]ira 


A D, 1152, 


A D 1157 


KHU*>ERO THE FIRST. 


The son of Bahram succeeded his father ( according to 
the Tabkat Nassery) in the year 552, and, 
abandoning the western provinces to the 
poiver of his enemies, ma'de Lahore the capital of his 
dominions He died ^in that city in the 
}ear 559, alter having reigned, with no 
great splendour, for seven years He however deserved, and 
attained, the character of a good and peaceable prince 
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The Ghorian Dynasty. 


bULTAN MOHAMMED GHORY. 

Origin of the Kmgf of Ghor — Sham appointed Governor of 
'Ghor — ^succeeded by his sons, Mohammed Hussein, Sief Addeen 
Soury, and Alla Addeen — The succession devolves upon Ghyas 
Addeen, who appoints his brother Mohammed governor of Ghizne, 
and Generalissimo of his forces — Mohammed invades and subdues 
Moultan— Invades Paishawur— Advances to Lahore, and besieges 
Sultan Khusery ‘ in that city — Returns to Ghizne— 'Again invades 
Hindoostan— Defeated by the Hindoo Rajas of Ajmire and Dehly — « 
Compelled to return to Ghizne — Being reinforced, returns, and 
gains a complete victory over the Hindoos — Proceeds towards 
Dehly — Appoints Cuttub Adden governor of the conquered pro- 
'vince, and returns to Ghizne— Again invades Hindoostan — Advan- 
ces as tar as Benaras, and destroys the temples and idols of that , 
city — Returns home— Again enters Hmdoostan, and takes the fort 
of Biana — Sultan Ghyas Addeen dies, and is succeeded by Moham- 
'med, who is three years after assassinated by the tribe of Gickers. 

The genealogy of tne kings of Ghor, according to the most 

^ ^ , authentic historians, might be traced through 

Origin of the , ' o o 

Kings of Ghor. thirty-two generations, to the Khalifat 

of Aly, the son-m-Iaw of the Prophet, who 
converted one of their progenitors to the Mohammedan faith 
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Ghys Addeen, being of an unwarlilce di<?position, appointed 
his brother, Mohammed Ghory, to be his 
PoSr'' M^jhammc^d general , and in the year 567' promoted 
Ghory Generalissimo him to tile government of Ghizne, \uhich, 

by a reverse of fortune, was now become a 

dependency upon that state to which it formerly sent 
governors 


In the year 573, Mohammed, in obedience to his brother’s 
command led an army into Moultan. and 
in a ver} short time subdued that province 
Lncouraged by this event, he in the )ear 
574, advanced through the Sandy Desert 


A D 1176 


A D 1 7S 


into Guzerat , but Raja Bim Deo, having collected a numer- 
ous army of Hindoos, compelled the Mohammedans, aftei 
•suffering many hardships, to retire to their own territories 


The following year, 575, Mohammed, having recruited his 
army, invaded the district of Paishawar, 
bordering on Cashmire , and in a short 
time brought in under subjection 


In 576, he advanced towards Lahore, where he invested 
Sultan Khusero, the last of the Ghiznian 
dynasty, whom he compelled to submit to 
such terms as were unworthy the conqueror and disgraceful 
to the conquered 


In the year 580, Mohammed again invaded Lahore, and 

w’as again compelled to retreat , but, in 
A D 1184 / 

order to secure the final conquest of that 

country, he built the strong fortress of Sal Kote, between the 

Ravy and Chunaub, two of the rivers which inclose part of 

'the province called the Punjab. 
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wuh an arrow. Mohammed was so much stunned by hi 
wound, that with the utmost difficulty he could preserve hi 
seat , which being obsened by one of his faithful attendant! 
he immediately \aulted behind him, and bore him off fror 
the field of battle The Mussulmans seeing their general i 
this situation, immediatel} took to flight, and were pursue 
b} their enemies for fort) miles 

Upon the retreat of Mohammed, the allied Rajas continue 
their march to Tiberhmd, w’hich they besieged for sixtee 
months, and w^ere at length obliged to grant a most honour; 
ble capitulation to the garrison 

After this unexpected defeat, Mohammed retired to Ghizn 
whence he proceeded to' Ghor, the capital of his brothei 
from whom he received such an addition to his forces, 
rendered his arm> one of the most formidable that had ev 
entered Hindoostan 

His force is said to have cohsisted of 120,000 horse 
complete armour, and a vast number of irregular cavah 
With these he marched, in martial array, first to Ghizne, ai 
thence towards India Upon his arrival at Lahore, he dc 
patched a nobleman, named Humza, with an ostentatio 
declaration of war against the Hmdooipnnces These, havii 
been prepared for the event, advanced wTth an army consist!) 
of 300,000 horse, 3000 elephants and an immense host 
infantry. The two armies encamped in sight of each oth( 
.and on the former field of battle, being only separated by t 
xuer Sursutt)- 

As It IS a political maxim of the Hmdoos never to u 
force when anj business can be accomplished by stratage 
or deceit, they endeavoured to enter into an acfcommodati 
w'lth Mohammed , who, meeting them in their own way, i 
dared his readiness to enter into a truce with them. 
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A D, I 92. 


A. D. 1194 


marched himself with the mam body tOA\ ards the mountains 
of Sewallic, which form the northen boundary of that part 
of Hindoostan, plundering and ravaging all the countries in 
his way to Ghizne. 

After the return of Mohammed, bis general Cuttub who 
afterwards became highly distinguished in 
the annals of India advanced, in the year 
589, from Khoram, and took from the son of Candu Rai the 
imperial city of Dehly 'He thence proceeded to Merat, 
which he captured in a short time , and having subdued the 
fortress of Kole, ( now called Allyghur), between the Rivers 
Jumna and Ganges, took up his residence for some time in 
that place 

In the year 591, Mohammed Ghory again advanced 
into Hindoostan, but met with no opposi- 
tion till he had reached Etaya on the 
bank of the Jumna, where he was encountered by Roy Joy, 
prince of Cannouge The Hindoos were, however, defeated 
by the vanguard und^r Cuttub, and much plunder was seized 
by the conquerors After this skirmish, the Mohammedans 
advanced and took the fort of Assy, in which they found 
immense treasures Thence they proceeded to Benares, 
which they easily captured , and either wantonly or zealously 
broke down and destroyed all the idols and temples of that 
celebrated seat of Hindu learning Mohammed then return- 
ed to Kole, where he again confirmed Cuttab as his viceroy 
m India , and hence, laden with treasure, he took the route 
of Ghizne. 

Scarcely had Mohammed crossed the Indus, when one of 
the relations of Pittu Rai, late kmg of Ajmire whose name 
was Himraje, rebelled against Gola, the son of his prince, and 
compelled him to take refuge with Cuttub the Mohammedan 


4 
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gtncral The Utter ImmedUtely advanced with a con 
tidoable anny to AJmire, whore he quickly re-esublUhcd 
GoU in bis axitbority 

Tho came year CotAib invaded the province of Gtmit, 
and* having vanquished Raja Blm Beo took ample revenge 
for the defeat the iJohammedan arms had ructalned m the 
year 57a* After plundering that nch country he returned in 
triumph to Delhy 

In the year 599 Mohammed for the last time, entered 
Into the Hlndostan but after taking the 
***** fort of BUna, ho was obliged to return In 


baste towards Ghune where upon hia amva] he received 
Intenigence of the death of his brother Sultan Gbjas Addeen, 
in whose name he bad bitherto acted In 
recompcnce for bii forbearance so uncom 
Ad<l««o 1 q th* s»> mon amongst Mohammedans, be had the 
TOrtUnty o< Gbof pleasure of acquiring the sovereign^ of 
Ghor and all Its dependencies with a clear conidence 

From this period Mohammed Interfered little with the 
politics of India, leaving tho arrangement of that country to 
his trust worthy viceroy Cuttub 

Mohammed was ascasrioated in the year 601 by the irfbe 
of GIckers, after a reign of thirty two years 
A D iflo6. commencement of his govern 

ment over Ghlrne, and three from hU accession to the empire 
the titles and honours of which as before mentioned he per 
mltted hli cider brother to enjoy during hli llfc-tlmc. Ho 
wu esteemed one oi the greatest men that ever sit on the 
throne of IndU , and though be was in some Instances crusl. 
ho possessed many virtues 
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Onpm of Cuttub— 'Purchased by Sultan Mohammed Ghory— 
Promoted by degrees to the rank of Master of the Horse — Taken 
prisoner by the King- of Khu^rizm— Retaken— Appointed Gover- 
nor of the conquered Provinces — Captures the City of Herat — 
fakes Dehly — His Expedition against the Jats— Cross'es the' river 
Jumna, and takes the fort of Kole— Defeats the Raja of Benares*— 
Sultan Mohammed adopts Cuttub as his son — Cuttub succeeds to 
the Throne of Hindoostan — Dies. 

When Mohammed Ghory had departed this life, his 
nephew Mahmood assumed the imperial 
^ titles at Ghor, but sensible of his own 

want of power, he thought it more prudent to conciliate 
the friendship of Cuttub, the viceroy of Hindoostan, 
although originally a slave of his uncle’s, than, by asserting 
his claim to those dominions, to raise up a dangerous rival to 
his authority He therefore sent to Cuttub all the ensigns of 
royalty viz , a throne, an umbrella, standards, drums, and the 
title of Sultan. 

Cuttub received these honours with proper respect and 
mounted the throne at Lahore, on the 2nd 
of Zykaad of the year 602 

As this person makes so conspicuous a figure in the annals 
of Hindoostan, his history cannot fail of being interesting, 
although fully detailed in another work 

Cuttub was a native of Toorkestan, and in his childhood 
purchased by a merchant, who brought him to Nishapore, 
and sold him to Cazy Fakher Addeen, a 
^ learned 3udge, and a person of very ancient 

family, who sent him to school with his 
own sons The youth evinced unconmmon abilities, and m 


June, 

A D i2o5 
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m few yein made great proarets In h!i learning and In 
acquiring aQ the {tollte accomplUbmenta of the age. Upon the 
death of the judge his helrt sold Cattnb for a large sum of 
monej to a merchant by whom he was carried to Ghltne 
ai>d presented to Sultan Mohammed Ghory who amply 
rewarded the merchant for hla pretent 

In a short time CuUab became a great farotirite of the 
Saltan who In consequence of his having lost a finger gave 
him the nickname of Abiek. One evening the Sultan^ having 
made considerable presents to his attendants and tlaTca^ gave 
to Cuttob a larger sum than to any other of the boys but as 
soon aa the company broke up Cuttnb dtttnbuted his 
present among the Inferior servanis of the palace, saying that 
as the Saltan s favour supplied all hit wants he bid no cse 
for money This conduct being reported to the SoUan, he 
was much pleased and protnomd Cattnb to stand at the side 
of bis throne and by degrees raised him to the confidential 
office of Master of the Horse 

In one of the expeditions of Mohammed Ghory against 
the king of Kbuarizca Cuttub being detached with a par^ of 
horse to procure forage was, after exhibiting many proofs of 
valour taken prisoner and carried before the Ehoarirm 
monarch who ordered him to be secured vrlth iron chains A 
day or two after a general engagement took place between the 
two armies In which the Khuariimiani, being defeated, fled 
tnd left their prisoner seated on a camel, fast bound with 
In this situation be waa retaken by some of his friends, 
and tent to the Saltan, who on seeing bhn, was mnch affected, 
and as a mark of the highest honour and regard beitowed on 
him one of his own dresses. 
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When, in the year 588, Mohammed Gho'ry had taken his 
revenge of the princes of Ajmire and Dehly 
by the total defeat of their armies on the 
banks *of the river Sursutty, he appointed 
Cuttub commander-in-chief of his forces in 
orders to prosecute his conquests in that 


Cuttub made 
Commandet in- 
Chief 

A D. 1192 


Hmdoostan, with 
•country. 

As soon as the Sultan returned to Ghizne, Cuttub 
commenced his operations, by the capture of Merat, a 
celebrated fortress in the Dooab , after which he proceeded 
to Dehly, and laid siege to that city. He 
was there opposed by a powerful army of 
Rajepoots but, after a bloody contest, the 
Hindoos were defeated, and compelled to retire within their 
walls Cuttub continued to press the siege, and in a short 
time compelled the garrison to capitulate ; by which he 
became master of the imperial city, which has ever since 
•been considered as the capital of Hmdoostan, although some- 
times forsaken by its emperors 


He besieges and 
takes Dehly 


In the month of Ramzan, of the year 589, the tribe of 
Jats who were subject to the Raja of 
• D ijgj NeherWala, in Guzerat, laid siege to the 
■fort Hansv ; but the governor defending himself with great 
bravery, gave time for Cuttub to march to his assistance 
Upon the arrival of the Mohammedan army, the Jats hastily 
retreated, and were pursued to the Confines of their own 
country. 


The following year, Cuttub crossed the river Jumna, and 
took the celebrated fort of KolC (Allyghur,) in which he 
found 1,000 horses and much plunder. - In this place he 
continued to reside for some time, < > 



54 


uifTotr or BEKOii. 


[fctCT II 


In the year 591 Cuttnb proceeded from Dehly to meet 
^ jj hit master who wa» advancing from 

Ghfxne with as intention of tubdalng the 
countrle* of Cannonge and Benares When they* met, Cattnb 
presented the Saltan with a hundred Arabian horses, an 
elephant made of gold, and another of sliver and caused 
hU army consisting of 50,000 horse to pass In review 
before him 

The Sultan was much pleased whh Cuttub 1 cohduct an d, 
hirmg conferred on him a dress of honour appointed him 
to command the first dlvi^n of the army 

IVIth this dfrlsfoo, which consisted of his own troops he 
totally defeated Jydiond the Ra^ of Benares, who fell In the 
heat of the battle. The number of slain was so great, that 
for a long time the body of the prince could not be found 
bat was at length recognised by his artificial teeth, which 
were fired with wedges of gold 


After this victory the Sultan prdbeeded to the city of 
Benares, and demolished nearly one thousand Hindu temples. 
He then laid waste this country to the boundaries of Bengal , 
and after aecurlng all the elephants, treasure, and property 
belonging to the Rajo, (great part of which was found In the 
fort of Assy) he retoroed towards Ghlzne leaving Cuttub 
as Viceroy of Hlndoostin 

After some days march the Sultan sent Cuttub a letter 

declaring him hIs adopted son and at the 
Sidiao Mobanw , , > 

nwd adopts Ccrttab same time as a proof of his special favour 

Mshhm. ^ while elephant, one of those 

taken from the prince of Benares, This anlmsl, of so un 
common a cobor In Hlndoostan, was rode consumlyby 
Cuttub and died three days after the decease of bis master. 
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upon the death of Mohammed Ghory, in the }ear 6oz, 

cattub succeeds succeeded to the uncontrolled 

Mohammed Ghory ‘ prossession of - the Indian provinces , 
A. D 1205 having established Delhy as the 

capital of his dominions, he may be considered as the first 
Mohammedan king of Hindoostan. 

Cutmb died at Lahore, in the year 607 His reign, 

properly speaking, was little more than 
A. D, 1210. though he enjoyed all the state 

and dignity of the sovereign for more than twenty. 

As It was during the reign of Cuttub Addeen Abiek that 
Bengal became subject to the Mohammedan arms, we now 
turn to the affairs of that province. 
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MOHAMMED BOKHTYAR KHULIIT 


(Jnjfhi of Bulch^y**" K>*ulijv — Hu nmvjU ju Uehlj?— U pkiccct* 
(ol application to be admitted Into ih« ImponkJ aendce^He 
obtanu e mpk iy in tfnt from one of the provln dal Goremor**— Raises 
• regiroeDt of hb own Cl*n— Noticed by the Ykeroy— Appointed 
to the command of an army destmed to iorsda the prmrlnce of 
Be h a r — Conquers that cooatry— Rotorr* to DaMy— Re appointed 
Governor of Behar— History of Loefamonyah the last Raja of 
Bengal— Bukhtyar mvaden BenftaJ — Setecti the andent Gt> of 
Goar as the Capital of the two Prormcea Attempts the Conquest 
of Thibet — Compened to retreat— Returns to BengaK.D«s. 

Thx first chief who e Tilted the banoeri of hrohammed hi 
the fertile plains of Besgal was Mobammed 
Bukhtjnr KhoII|)r TUi pertofl wm« >n 
Inhabitant of Gbor i dty In the district of 
Guitnselr on the northern boundary of Afghanistan and the 
tribe of Kholijy* Nature had not been faroonble to Bulb 
tyir In bis formation be was lU favoured and of a mean 

* Throughout Dow s History of Hlndooitan this name 

ioftened Into Ckehgi which renders it unintelligible to a 
natlre of the East 
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appearance , and, amongst other deformities of his person, it 
18 stated, that when he stood upright the end of his fingers 
•extended -considerably below his knees When arrived at the 
«ge of manhood, he repaired to Ghizne, and offered himself as 
a volunteer to the officers of Mohammed Ghory , but they 
disgusted with his appearance, refused to enrol him amongst 
their levies. Disappointed m his hopes, he proceeded to 
Dehly, and, on his arrival in that city, made a tender of his 
■services to the officers of Cuttub Addeen, the Viceroy , but the 
inspector of recruits again rejected him Finding it impossible 
to obtain employment in the imperial service, he enlisted 
as a cavalier with Oughul Beg, one of the provincial governors 
in this situation, his activity, courage, and abilities, soon 
recommended him to the notice of his superiors, and he 
quickly obtained promotion. 

When Mohammed Bukhlyar had acquired some celebrity 
an his new situation, he invited several parties of his own tribe, 
who were in want of employment, to accept him as their 
•commander, and had the good fortune shortly after to be 
admitted with his regiment into the service of the Viceroy 
Having signalized himself on many arduous occasions, he 
was at length ( about the year 596- ) 

A. D 1 199 appointed to the command of an army 
•destined to the conquest of Behar. 

In this undertaking he was again successful; for after 
ravaging all the country, and sacking the capital,* he 

* Mr Wilford states, in the 9th volume of the Asiatic Re- 
•searches, that the kings of Behar or Magadha, were for many 
ages the sovereigns or lords-paramount of India If such was 
theicase, their descendants must have degenerated exceedingly ,* 
for at the period of the Mohammedan invasion, the Raja 
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rotunwd at the end of two yean loaded with plunder the- 
whole of which be laid at the feet of the \lccroy who wi» «>■ 
much pleoaed ^th bfj condoct that he conferred on him mch 
honour* as exated the enry of all bb conteinpararie*. 

The mode which the courtiera derlted to get rW of an 
eniied farourite, wooJd be Incredible in a cirUIzed satkm but 
as the cfrc gm itapce occurred In an assemblage of Illiterate 
aoldlers who considered coorage as the chief virtue we cannot 
refuse to give credit to the followlag extraordinary anecdote 
which U corroborated by serera] hlstortana On a poblic 
occasion when the whole court of the Viceroy were 
assembled, some of the nobles took an opportunity of In 
trodactng the subjea of the late conquest of Behar and of 
eztoUlng the feats of bravery performed by the General they 
added that, such was chelr hxgh oplniou of Ms ccrurtge they 
were asrored he woold tingle handed, contend with and 
overcome a fierce clopbtnt this being contradicted by some 
other person In the secret the question was at length sub 
nutted to the Viceroy and by him proposed to ilohammed 
Bo-htyar who dreading the Imputation of cowardice more 
than death, foolishly agreed to trr the contest 

One of those elephants which are kept for fighting by the 
princes of the East, and which was then In a state of Inloil 
cation was shortly Inlrodaced Into the area In from of the 

palace and ilohammed without making any other preparation 

hsficad of be»dlDg his army In defence of hi* country and 
religion shamefully absconded, leaving his capHil, then a 
celebrated seat of Hindoo lemming ( whence Its name of 
Meitr) so destitute that It wu taken by a dcUchmenl of 
two hundred men who pul a number of the unoppoilng 
Brahmens to the sword and plundered all the Inhsbbantt 
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than merelj throwing off his coat and girding up his loins, 
adv-anced with a battle-axe m his hand 

The elephant, which had been accustomed to contend in 
that place, either with one of its own species or some more 
ferocious animal, took little notice of its puny foe, till, urged 
on b} its driver, it made a charge at Bukhlyar, who dexterously 
a\oided, and, at the same moment, struck the elephant w’lth his 
battle-axe with such force on the trunk, that the animal 
screamed out and ran off Shouts of wonder and acclamation 
resounded through the palace , and the Viceroy not onl> 
presented the General with large sum of money himself, 
but ordered all the nobles to present him with an offering of 
congratulation The sum collected on this occasion was 
of considerable \alue , but the General, scorning to be thus 
enriched, added a sum of his own, and made a donation 
of the w'hole to the inferior senants of the court 


Shortly after this transaction, Mohammed was, in the jear 
of the Hejira 599, reappointed Governor 
. 1232 Behar, with orders, to extend his 

conquest over all the neighouring territories 

The remainder of the >ear 599, w'as occupied by Bukhtyar 

Khulijy in firmly establishing his authority 
A, D i2oi-T province of Behar, and making 

such inquiries into the state of Bengal as might facilitate the 
conquest of that country 

Bengal was at that period ruled by a Hindoo prince, 
named Luchmunyah, who resided at 


History of 
Luchmunyah, the 
last Raja of Bengal. 


Nuddeah, still a celebrated seat of Hindoo 
learning, and whose history has been thus 
succinctly narrated by nearly a con- 


temporary historian * 


* Abu Omar Menhajaddeen Giorjany, whose history, the 
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On the dwtb of Lachmno the father of Lucbmonjah, 
thU prince wtj ttill onbom but as bli mother who was of 
the ro/al family of the So?creigns of India, was far advanced 
m her pregnancj the nobles sealed her on the throne, and 
tQade their obeisance When the princess felt the pains of 
labour approaching she aasembled the astrologers 4md 
Brahmans, and contuhed them on the probable destiny of 
her child. 

The astrologers having attentively conaldered the position 
of the heavens declared, that If the child shookl be bom 
before a particolar boor hit destiny wonld be replete with 
'misery but If after the time specified be sboold enjoy a very 
long reign. 

The intrepid bdy Immediately gave positive orders to her 
attendants, that, without paying any attention to her feelings, 
or regard to her safety they should use every endeavour to 
postpone her delivery The measures they adopted were 
rude and cruel and although their efforts were attended with 
success, it was at the expense of the life of the mother * 


Taklci Naxstry was published In the year of the Hejira 658 
coTTcspondidg with A. D is6o, only fifty-eight years after the 
conquest of Bengal The author bad converted with many 
persons who assisted in the conquest of that country and he 
himself passed several months at the capital of Bengal 

* This drcumstance vQl not be thought- Improbable by 
those who are acquainted wHh the little value the Hindoos set 
•on the life of a woman and the Importance of the birth of a 
fon In proof of the lirsL ace AtiaJix Rutarcktr vol 
chap, xs , and of the latter see Note 6 to Wlklns Translation 
■of the Bkagvct GteiA, 
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As soon as the child \vas born, he was laid on the throne, 
and the commencement of his reifn dated from that instant 
This prince nominally ruled Bengal for eighty years , and 
^^as distinguished for his clemenc}, generosity and justice. 

In the 599th jear of the Hejira, the Mohammedans having 
conquered the province of Behar and 
A D. 1202 3 extended their ravages to the borders of 

Bengal, the Brahmens and astrologers waited on the Raja, and 
represented that their ancient books contained a prophecy 
that the kingdom of Bengal should be subdued by the 
Toorks , that they were convinced the appointed time was now 
arrived , and advised him to remove his wealth, family, and 
seat of government ( then at Nuddeah ) to more secure and 
distant part of the country, w-here they might be safe from any 
sudden incursion of their enemies. 

The Raja, on hearing this representation, asked the 
Brahmans if their books < ave anj description of the person 
who was to be the conqueror of his dominions They replied 
in the affirmative, and that the description exactly corresponded 
with the peraon of the Mohammedan General, then in Behar 
The Raja, being far advanaed in the years, and partial to 
his capital would not listen to their advice, and took no 
measure to avoid the danger But the nobles and pnncipal 
inhabitants sent away their property and families, either to the 
province of Jagemaut, situated on the sea side, or to the north- 
east bank of the Ganges 

In the year 600, Mohammed Bukhtyar Khulijy, having 
acquired sufficient information of the 
Bengal, unguarded state of Bengal, secretly 
A D 1203-4 assembled his troops , and marching from 

Behar, proceeded with such expedition 
towards Nuddeah, that his approach was not even suspected. 
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Qd b!i trrhul in the vlclnl^ qf the city he concealed hli 
troopt In a wood and accompanied bj onlj aeventeen 
boriemen entered the cjty On pawing the guarda, he 
Informed them that he wat an entoj going to pij his 
retpecti to their master 

He wai tbos permitted to approach the palace and having 
paased the gates, he and hla party drew their swords, snd 
•commenced a slaughter of the ittyal attendants. 

The Raja, Lnchmonyah who was then seated at dinner 
alarmed by the cnes of hit people made bis escape from the 
palace by a pnvate door and getting on board a small boat, 
rowed whh the utmost expedition down the rlrtr 

The remainder of the Mohammedan troops cow advanced 
and ha^Hag slanghtered a nnmber of the Hindoos, took 
poffsenlcn of the dty and palace Soon u this Intelligence 
was cooTeyed to the Rajs, he became orerwhelmed with 
affliction and resolving to dedicate the remainder of bis 
life to religion he contlnned bis jonmey to Jagemaut, and 
bad the consolation of dying soon after In the vicinity of the 
flaaed temple. 

After the flight of the Raja, Bnkbtyar gave up the aty »o 
be plundered by the troops reserving for 

stores He then proceeded wlthomoppoii 
tion to Luknowty *nd established the aodent dty of Gonr * 


* The following extract from Major Rennoll s Memoir of 
s Map of HIndooftan, gives the belt modem account of the 
city of Gout that Is to be found io print 

Gonr called also Lucknouti, the andent capital of 
Bengal and supposed to be the Gtngia rtgia of Ptolemy 
fltood on the left bank of the Ganges about twenty fire miles 
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as the capital of his dominions. As a necessary part otj* 
this ceremony, he destroyed a number of Hindoo temples, 


below Rajemal It was the capital of Bengal 730 years 
before Christ, and was repaired and beautified by Homayoon, 
who gave it the name of Jennuteabad , which name part of the 
oircar, m which it was situated, still bears According to 
Fenshta’s account, the unwholesomeness of its air occasioned 
It to be deserted soon after and the seat of government was 
removed to Tanda, or Tanrah, a few miles higher up the 
Tiver, 

“ No part of the site of ancient Gour is nearer to the 
present bank of the Ganges than four miles and a half , and 
some parts of it, which were originally washed by that river, 
•are now twelve miles from it. However, a small stream, that 
■communicates with the Ganges now runs by its west side, and 
IS navigable during the rainy season On the east side, and 
in some places within two miles, it has the Mahanada river, 
which is always navigable, and communicates also with the 
Ganges. 

“Taking the extent of the ruins of Gour at the most , 
reasonable calculation, it is not less than fifteen miles in 
length (extending along the old bank of the Ganges^, and 
from two to three in breadth Several villages stand on part 
of Its site , the remainder is either covered with thick forests, 
the habitations of tigers and other beasts of prey , or become 
arable land, whose soil is chiefly composed of brick-dusL. 
The principal ruins are, a mosque lined with black marble, 
■elaborately wrought , and two gates of the citadel, which are 
stnckingly grand and lofty These fabricks, and some few 
■others, appear to owe their^'^duration to the nature of their 
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and with their materials erected moiqnes coHegei and 
caravanserie*, on their mini. • 

Although elated by fuccen, and absolute master of an 
extenilve dominion he did not assume to hloiaelf Indepen 
deuce bnt conHnned to stamp the cob with the name of the 
Sultan of Ghor and sent a great portion of the eJephanli and 
treasurci to Cuttub Addeen the Viceroy at Ddhlr 

In the conrse of a year Mohammed Bnkhtyar baring 
completely tnbdned Bengal, and atationed garrlsoni In all the 
strong places was seised with the mad ambition of adding the 


materials, which are less marketable, and more difficult to 
separate than those of the ordinary brick bulldbgt, which 
have been and contboe to be, an article of merchandlxe 
and are transported to Morsbedabtd hbulda, and other 
placet, for the purpose of building These bricks are of the 
most solid texture of any I ever saw and bare preserved the 
sharpness of their edges and smoothness of their surfaces, 
through a series of ages. The situation of Gour was highly 
coDNCDlent for the capital of Bengal and Bebar as united 
under one government being nearly centrical with respect to 
the populous parts of those provinces and near the junction 
of the principal riven that compose that extraordinary bland 
navigation, for which those provinces are famed and 
moreover secured by the Ganges and other rivers, on the 
only quarter from which Bengal has any cause for 
apprehension, 

* In consequence of this conduct, which was Imitated by 
his successors many Hbdoo Flgn'~*s and Inscriptions are to 
be found In the mini of these Mosques, 
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bleak mountains of Bootan and Thibet to his dominions. He 
therefore appointed Mohammed Sheran 
Khul.jy h,s prmcpal officer, lo be h,s 

Thibet deputy during his absence , and proceeded, 

with a select detachment of 10,000 horse, 
towards the ridge of mountains which separates India from 
Tartary and China. 

These mountains were inhabited by three distinct tribes, 
called Koonch, Mikeh, and Neharu. These people have all 
Tartar countenances, and speak a language between Hindy 
and Thibetan. 

Mohammed Bukhtyar had the merit of converting one of 
the Chiefs of the tribe of Koonch to the Mussulman faith, to 
whom he gave the name of Aly Miekh. This person under- 
took to be his guide and director on this expedition. He 
first led the army to a city named Burdehun, or Murdehun, 
under the walls of which ran a very large river, called 
Bungmutty, three times, as broad as the Ganges. This river 
falls into the Indian Sea, which is called in the Hindy 
language, Sumundur For ten days they proceeded upward, 
along the banks of this river, till they entered the narrow 
defiles of the mountains, and came to a stone bridge consist- 
ing of twenty two arches, over which the army crossed. 

As the pessession of this bridge was of the utmost 
consequence, to secure a safe retreat, Mohammed Bukhtyar 
took the precaution of leaving a strong party to guard it, 
under the command of two officers , one of whom was of his 
own tribe, but the other a Toork 

When the Raja of Kamroop was informed that the army 
had crossed the bridge, he sent an envoy to Mohammed 
Bukhtyar, to solicit his friendship and offering, if he would 
pestpone the expedition for another year, _he would, at tho 

5 
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expiraticra of that p>er1od join him with all hli forces, and lead 
him by an ea^ rente, Into Thibet. 

^lobammed being either anxious to 6mih bit ondertaklng 
or giving little credit to the promlsei of the Rtja, declined 
bis offer and proceeded for fifteen days through ntrrov 
Talleys and over lofty mountains, till at length the army 
entered an extensive plain of Thibet, well cultivated and 
inhabited. They shortly after came to a well fortified town 
the Inhabitants of which opposed them courageously and 
killed a number of the Mustnlmaiia.* 

The armour of tbe«e people was entirely composed of 
bamboos, sewed or tied together with raw silL With such 
materials they very ingeniously formed not only shields 
breastplates, and culahes, but even helmett. Their offensive 
weapons were long spears and Urge bowa and arrows 

After 3 hard day's contest, the Mussulman forces were 
obliged to retire to their camp without any other fruit of 
victory than a few prisoners from whom they learned that, 
at the distance of fifteen miles there was a very large and 
ftroDgly fortified city called Kunnputtun which was inhabited 
by Brahmans and Bootaneers that their prince was a 
ChiistUn but that he had In bis service an Innuraerable 
army of brave Tartars well versed in the uie of the bow and 
epear that a thousand or hfteen hundred hones were duly 
sold in Its market and that the species of horse called 
Tanyan or Tongan, well known In Btnfsl was bmughi from 

* Menbajaddeen the a ahor of the Tab^at Aarrrrj 
asserts that, in the year 643 of the Ilcjlro, lie visited at 
Deocolc In Bengal Muatmld Addonlch one of the officers 
^rho attended Bukhtyar on this cx ctl lion nd that lie 
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thence — that, on the first appearance of the Mussulmans, 
an express had been sent off to the city , and that, without 
•doubt, a powerful force would arrive from thence early next 
morning 

This intelligence very much alarmed Mohammed 
Bukhtyar, whose army was considerably reduced by fatigve 
and battle. He therefore called a council of war, in which 
it was resolved that they should immediately retire, and return 
at a more favourable opportunity, with a greater force 

Two hours before day, the Mussulmans silently commenc- 
j ed their retreat, but as soon as the inhabitants of the country 
were aware of their intentions, they set fire to all the forage 
and gram which was on their route, and threw various 
obstacles in their way At length, after suffering the greatest 
hardships, the Mussulmans arrived, on the fifteenth day, at 
the banks of the river which they had crossed but how great 
was the disappointment of Mohammed Buktyar, to find that 
I the officers, to whom he had entrusted the defence of the 
bridge, having quarrelled with each other, had abandoned 
Itheir post , and that the insidious Raja of Kamroop,* now 

^ The boundaries of Kamroop are very indefinitely 
described The name is applied by Mohammedan writers to 
all the countries between Bengal and Thibet, from the river 
C'mduck on the west to the Burhampooter on the east The 
Prossing of so large a river determines the country invaded to 
have been South Assam, although the account of the Tanyan 
horses might lead us to suppose it was Bootan From 
doctor Wade we learn that Kamroop was formerly a very 
ixtensive kingdom , and that its capital was the present tonm 

Rangamutty, in the N. E. corner of Bengal — See Asiatic 
^unual Hegisier., 1805. 
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taking adrantage of tbe dlftresMi of tbo Mostalmaiu, hjul 
combined with the enemies to cm off his retreat, and had In 
conseqnence broken down two of the arches of the bridge 
In this dHenuna, Mohammed ordered his troops to take 
possession of a large Hindoo temple, which was In the 
vidntQr and which contained manr mas^ Idols of gold and 
sllverj whilst a party were employed In cutting down wood 
and bamboos to form rafts for croatlng the river Daring 
this time the Raja of Eamroop having collected a large 
army, turroonded the Mossalmans but knowing that bis 
troops coold not withstand the cloie attack of theh Invaders 
he ordered them to constract a line of drcamvallsUon, 
composed of stakes mterwoven with bamboos, at a consider 
able distance round the temple and thus to starve their 
enemies to death. 

When the Mutsalmans saw this wall rising on all sides 
of them they called out to their Commander * If we remain 
longer here, we shall all be caught In the net of these laCdels 
So saying they made a tuddeo charge upon the Hindoos, 
and ent their way through the onffnlsbed stockade , they then 
retreated to the banks of the river and etch man employed 
himself In derlsing some means of getting over whilst the 
Hindoos annoyed them from a distance with their arrows 
One of the troopers having ridden some way up the banks 
of the river discovered a place which for 
a •hort distance was fordable The army 
e*c»p«w^ CTvat gcelng this and supposing that the ford 
extended across the ri\tr Impctuomfy 
rushed after him nor did they dUcorcr their mistake llU too 
late The majority of them were carried away by the 
rapidity of the current, and found a watery grave whilst the 
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General, and a small number of the best-mounted soldiers, 
with much difliculty reached the opposite side. 

When IVIohammed Bukhtjar had reached Koonch 
(probably Cooch Be) bar) he was hospitably received by the 
inhabitants and especially the relation of Aly hlickh, who 
endeavoured to alleviate his wants, and to mitigate his 
sorrovrs , but melancholy and disappointment overwhelmed 
him , and a few da)s after hts arrival at Deocote in Bengal, he 
sunk under the pressure of his calamities, amidst the 
execration and durses of the orphans and widows of the 
soldiers who had fallen a sacrifice to his insatiable tambition. 

His remains were carried to Behar, and 

A, D. 1205-6 

there buried. These events happened in 
the year of the Hejira 602. 

Aly Murdan Khuhjy, governor of Barsool, who will 
hereafter be noticed in this history, was suspected of having 
shortened the days of Mohammed Bukht)ar, by stabbing him 
while he lay in a state of stupefaction , but as there does not 
appear to have been sufficient inducement for so foul a deed, 
the story may, with probability, be imputed to the 
Tnachinaiions of his rivals, or to the sanguinary character 
which he afterwards evinced. 



MOHAM\rED SHERAN AEA. ADDBEN 


Ch)jln of Mohammed Sheran— Promoted by Mohammed 
Bukhtyar to the comoiood of hn armj— Elected Governor of Lock 
^crwiy ( Gout ) after the death of Bukht3rar under the thJe of Aia 
Addeeo— ExcUes the jealousy of the Emperor who sends an 
army against him— Defeafed, and loHed m a querrel of tho 
iKhdJijyCWefa. 

Mohammed Sheran was a persoa of good famEIy of the 
tribe of Ehtilljf aod had given many proofs of activity and 
vakrar It is related that, after the Mussulman forces bad 
{taken possession of the cl^ of Naddeh, and troops were 
occupied in coVeednff the spofl from all the nclghbourfog 
villages Mohammed Sheran was for three days absent, 
without any peracm knowing what waa become of him As 
Mohammed Bokbtyar esteemed him one of bli best officers 
^he much regreQed bis lots and sent a nomber M people to 
search for bis body Some of these entering a wood, d!i 
covered Mohammed SheraOt mounted on horseback, with hU 
apear in bis hand, driving before him a body of thirty war 
elephanta belonging to the Raja, the driven of whom were 
endeavoorlng to carry them off but had been compelled by 
this indefatigable officer to retain towards the city This 
act of bravery raised him high in the opmlon of Mohammed 
Bukhtyar ho promoted him to the command of his army 
and when he set out on bis unfortunate expedition he left 
Sheran at Lncknowty as his Deputy in the govenunenL 

'When Mohammed Sherad was informed of the death of 
his master he marched with the troops under his command 
to Deocote with an Intention of telslog Aly Murdan, who was 
strongly suspected of baring murdered the lafe Governor, 
but that Chief, alarmed at his approach Qed to bis government 
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of Barsool, where he made some resistance * he was 
however at length taken prisoner, and consigned to the 
charge of Baba Ispahany Cutwall After this event, 
Mohammed Sheran returned to Lucknowty, where all the 
Mussulman commanders being assembled, they unanimously 
elected him to be their Chief, on condition of each receiving 
a certain district or ftod, for the support of their troops On 
this occasion Mohammed Sheran assumed the ensigns of 
royalty, and took the title of Aza Addeen 

In the meantime, Aly Murdan, having bribed the Cutwall'*" 
in whose charge he had been left, made his escape to Delh} , 
where he informed Cuttub Addeen, who had just then assumed 
the title of Emperor of Hindoostan, of the state of affairs in 
Bengal 

The Emperor, jealous of his authonty having been thus 
slighted, ordered Kemar Roumy, Governor of Oude to 
proceed to Bengal, and to make a new division of the district 
amongst the Khulijy Chiefs He was also directed to 
establish in that country an imperial Dewan, to receive the 
ro} al proportion of the revenues 

On the approach of the Imperial army, one of the Khulijy 
Chiefs, named Hissan Adden Avuz, to whose lot had fallen 
the -district of Gungowtry, or Kuthoury, joined the royal 
standard, and was confirmed m the government of Deocote ; 
but the other Chiefs, disdaining submission, opposed Kemar 
Roumy they were however defeated, and fled towards Cooch 
Beyhar, where, quarrelling amongst themselves. Mohammed 
Sheran fell by one of their swords 


* An officer somewhat similar to the Mayor or chief 
magistrate of a town 


7 * 
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After thU eventi, Komar Roumj pardoning the remaining 
Cblefa, made a new dlvliion of the conniiy amongit them and 
haring appointed an officer to receive the Imperial portion of 
the revenaea retnmed to hit own government 


ALY MURDAN kHOLIJY ALA ADDEEN 

Aly Martian gmaouily n»ce«v«^ at Dehly— Accompante* Cut 
tab Addeen m htn Bzcvedft>on to Gbfxn — Appointed the Empor 
or’* Viceroy m Bengat— Refecu the anthon y of the Ctnirt of 
Uehly on the death of the Bmporoc— Procia med K ni? of Bengal 
—Become* rain and capr»ciot»~As*a*5ln*fd by his NoWea. 

Aly Mordta Khalljy who was stispected of the morder of 
Mohammed Bakhtyar was a man of great activity courage 
and resolodon and on making hU escape from Bengal was 
gradoosly received at the Coart of Debly where be arrived 
jost as the Emperor Cattnb Addeen wa* setting ont for 
Ghlxcie^ He immediately offered hi* serricei to attend the 
royal atlrmp and hli request having been compiled whh, he 
In a short time Insinuated himself so much Into the good 
graces of the Sultan that be became one of bU greatest 
favonritea. 

Althoagh Cuttnb Addeen wa* at first succeuful In driving 
away hU rival Eldoze, and in gaining posaession of the city 
of Gbizne be was finally obliged to relinquish It, and to 
retire to Lahore* where aa haa been 

A, D laift before related, he died in the year of the 
Hejira 607 Dunng the cxpedldon to Gbline, Aly MunUn 


See History of Hindoostan, A* H, 60J 
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^vas taken prisoner, and carried into the presence of Eldoze, 
who so far gave him his liberty, as to permit him to attend 
him while hunting. The recompense which he made for 
this act of condescension, was an offer to imbrue his hands 
m the blood of that prince , but his overture having been 
rejected, he was sent back to Cultub Addeen, with whom 
he returned to Lahore , and, about the 

A D, i2o8 

}ear 605, was appointed to be that 
Lmperor’s Viceroy in Bengal. In obedience to the ro)aI 
mandate, Hissam Addeen Avuz, and the other Khulijy 
Chiefs, met the new Viceroy on the banks of the river Coosa , 
thence they carried him to Deocote, and placed him on the 
hlusnud Shortly after, he proceeded to Lucknowty (Gour), 
and obtained the undisputed control of the kingdom. 

Upon the death of Sultan Cuttub Addeen, m 607, Murdan 
^ ^ rejected the authority of the Court of 

Dehly, and, assuming the white umbrella 
and other ensigns of royalty, caused himself to be proclaimed 
King of Bengal, under the title of Sultan Ala Addeen 

Previous to this event Aly Murdan had been esteemed a 
vigilant and brave officer, but his head now became turned 

V 

with vanity. On his public court days he used to talk of the 
lungs of Persia, Khorassan, and Dehly, as his inferiors , and 
went so far as to bestow provinces of their dominions on 
his menial servants 

It 18 related, that one day a merchant complained to the 
new king, of having lost all his property by shipwreck or 
’Some other , accident. The king asked of what country he 
was , and when informed that he was a Persian, he desired his 
minister immediately to draw out a patent, constituting the 
merchant Governor of Ispahan. The minister, not daring to 
-say that Ispahan was the property of another monarch, retired 
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to ap adjoining apartment, under pretence of preparing the 
patent , but soon after retnmed, and reprctonied to bit 
majetty that the merchant waa truely grateful for the favour 
conferred but that, h was rcqultlio ho should be attended by 
a proper escort of troopa, and should enter on hit government 
in a dignified style, he begged to be further stslfted with a 
lum of money for the purpote of purchasing horsei and 
equipments. Aly Murdan felt himself outwitted but rather 
than lower ius dignity he ordered a large turn to bo given to 
the fellow 

Had the conduct of this ting been reitrictcd to such 
ludicrous actloni it might have been excused by his subjects 
though >crT offensive to the nelghbooilng monarchi but he 
extended the hand of rapine and murder not only to the 
Hindoos ba onjasUy put several of the fwbnUjv nobles 
to death Their patience being at length 
A. D 13 ( 8 . exhausted they assaiilnated him In the 

second year of bis Impollic reign and the OOQth year of 
the Hejira, 
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His Origin— Entertains two Derveishes, who predict Its future- 
greatness — Accompanies Mohammed Bukhtyar into Bengal, and 
promoted to the government of Gungowtry — Elected to the Musnud 
of Bengal — improves the City of Lucknovvly — Makes tributary the 
neighbouring Ra]as — Offends the Court of Dehly — Prevents the 
Emperor’s army from passing the Ganges — Makes peace with the 
Emperor — Drives the Royal troops from Behar — His territory ' 
again invaded by the Emperor’s army — Slam, after many proofs 
of valour. 

After the assassination at Aly Murdan, the Khuhjy Chiefs 
raised to the throne Hissam Addeen Avuz, a nobleman who 
had given frequent proofs of his abilities and valour, and 
W'ho was highly esteemed by all parties 

This Chief was descended of a good family, who resided 

at Ghor m Persia. When he arrived at 

Origin of Hissam , , , , , n j ^ 

Addeen, the age of manhood he travelled towards 

Toorkistan, m order to improve his for- 
tune , and one day, having climbed an hill called Pooshteh 
Afroz he there found two Derveishes, who putting their trust 
m Providence, travelled through the world without any 
worldly care, or attention to their own wants After the 
oustomary salutation, the Derveisfies asked him if he had any 
provision with him. He replied that he had , and 
immediately opening his stores, gave them several cakes of 
bread, and some savoury meats. W’'hile they w^ere eating, he 
procured them water to drink , and during the continuance of 
the meal, he respectfully attended them as 

His prosperity 

foretold. a servant. When they had finished, thej^ 

returned him thanks, and told him that 
he must immediately proceed to India, where there was a. 
kingdom allotted for him. 
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HiMim Addetn, feeling a confidence In their prediction 
^ra* mnch rejoiced at thlt Intelligence, and Immedlateljr turned 
hl$ ttepr toirardi Hlndoortao On his arrlrol there be vas 
admitted Into the service of bU cotmtrTman, Mohammed 
Bukhtyor whom be accompanied Into Bengal, where he 
■quickly obtained promotion and, at the time of hU masters 
death, was Goremor of Gongowtry 

On bis election to the Mosnnd of Bengal, he assumed 
the title of Ghyas Addeen, and, h*\lQg 

lupibTU till dty 

of L n c ka owtj removed his residence of Lucknowty 
(Goar) he took mnch pains, and ex 
pended large sams of money In Improving that city He 
built there a superb mosque a college, and a canvanieiy 
and as the counti^ Lo the vionlty of Goui was subject to 
Innundatlons he constructed causeways, extendbg on one 
tide to Nagbore In Beerbboom and on the other tide to 
Deocote, being ten da}» journey which enabled the Inhabltanu 
to travel with convenience at all times ofitbeyear overt 
tract which bad been considered netrly Impassable during 
the lesson of the rains.* 


• Colonel Colebrook, late Snrrcyor-geoeral of Bengal 
wit of opinion, that the Ganges formerly rsn under the walls 
-of Gout although Its present bed U three miles distant from 
the mins • but the following description of that city written 
on the spot by Menbajadden, author of the Tabkat Nassery 
A D IS43 ♦ proves that the Ganges ran through the middle 
of It, and that the dty or citadel, wu on the western side of the 
riTer*whlch confirms Mr WUfordsf nppoiHlon respecting 

• Sec Asiatic Researches, VoL vlL p 50 Svo edldtra 
^ IbidVol V p S7*^ 
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This prince was a liberal encourager of the arts and 
literature. Many of the stately edifices of Gour were erected 
by him , and he bestowed ample pensions upon the learned 
and devout. He also distributed justice with great impartia- 
lit) , making no distinction between the rich and the poor, the 
Mohammedan and the Hindoo 

His time, however, was not occupied solely by these acts 
of peace. He carried his arras into thejerritories of the Rajas 
of Kamroop, Tirhoot, and Jagernaut, which had never been 
before subdued by the Mohammedan arms, and compelled 
them to pay him tribute. 

For ten years he reigned with great prosperity , but having 
neglected to send presents to the court of Dehly, the 
Emperor Altumsh son-in-law of Cuttub 
Addeen, in the year of the Hejira 622, 
marched from Dehly, and \\ithout opposition, took possession 
of Behar but Ghyas Addeen, having secured all the boats,. 

the course of the Ganges. “The writer of this work arrived 
at Lucknowty in the year 641, and visited all the religious 
buildings erected by that prince (Hissam Addeen Avuz). 
Lucknowty consists of two wings, one on each side of the 
Ganges the western side is called Dal, and the city of 
Lucknowty is on that side From Lucknowty to Naghore 
( in Beerbhoom), and, on the other side, to Deocote, a mound 
or causeway is formed, the distance of ten days’ j'ourney, 
which m the rainy season prevents the waters from over- 
flowing the lands and if this mound did not exist, there would 
be no other mode of travelling, nor of visiting the edifices in 
the neighbourhood, but in boats Since his time, m con- 
sequence of the construction of the causeway, the road is 
open to every body.” 
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prevented the rojal army from croMing the Ginge* , and, bj 
the medUtioa of some friends, the Emperor at length agreed 
to make peace, and let him retain the government of Bengal 
ott the followbg conditions — that the money ihonld In future 
bo stampt, and the (proclamation) read fn the name 

of Altnmih and that Gbyas Addeen should pretent the 
Emperor with thirty-eight elephants and a large sum of 
money and send tnonally a tribute to DehJy These tcnns 
having been ratified the Emperor retnmcd towards Dehly 
prerionsly appointing a nobleman, named Mulk Ala Addeen 
to be Governor of Behar bat scarcely had he arrired in his 
capital before Ghyas Addeen crossed the river dispossessed 
the new Governor and drove the royal troops ont of the 
district of Behar 

The Emperor was highly irritated at this condnet and 
having assembled a nnmerooa army Id Code under the 
command of his ton Naslr Addeen, he ordered that prince 
to proceed to and subdue Bengal Kasir 
Addeen marched from Oade In the year 
624 at a time when Ghyas Addeen was employed in subdu 
ing some of the Raja lir the eastern parts of Bengal in 
consequence of which (he yoaogpnnce oblaiood possession of 
Lneknowty without oppoiiUon. But as soon as Ghyas Addeen 
had received Intelligence of the Invasion he hastened to meet 
his opponents He coarageously attteked them In the neigh 
bourhood of the cipltal and, after exhibiting many proofs of 
valour fell with many of bU chiefs either on the field of 
battle or Immediately after by the hands of the executioner 
This prince rcigrred -twelve years and with such reputation 
that even the Emperor Altumsh alwap 8 p)le of him with the 
highest respect, saying that he well deserved the title of 
Snl/tm and tli« epithet of Sv/p^rUr vf tht Faith 
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THE PRINCE NASIR ADDEEN. 

On the death of Ghyas Addeen, the young prince took 
'possession of Bengal and Behar, mthe name of Emperor, and 
having sent the family of the deceased and the plunder of 
■Lucknowty to Dehly, was appointed Viceroy of those pro- 
vinces, with permission to use the red umbrella, and other 
insignia of royalty. He is said to have ruled with great 
justice for nearly five years, and died at 

A D. I22S 9 

Lucknowty in the year 626. Upon this 
event, the Khulijy Chiefs revolted, and for some time threw 
the affairs of Bengal into confusion , but the Emperor Altumsh 

, having marched from Dehly on the news 

A, D 1229-30. 

of his son's death, entered Bengal early in 
627, and, after defeating the rebels, appointed Mulk Ala 
Addeen to the government 


MULK ALA addeen, AND SIEF ^ 
ADDEEN TOORK. , 

The former of these Nobles, after having held the govern- 
ment of Bengal for four years, vas succeeded by Sief 
Addeen Toork, who, at the end of three 
years, died by poison h 634) 
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AZA. ADDEEN fOOHAN KHAN 


Origin of Toghan Kh*n—Promotfd to tbo Gortmroent of 
Bengal— ’Invades Tirboet— Sc"!®* th® Prcvirco of Ko/^rah Afanik*- 
pore — His onracce»faI attack nn Keta*um— The Ofits*anf besiege 
hnn n Goiir— Tlfooaf Khan if t to his assistance— Superseded 
by Tmrnr— Rearrt with hb property to DeWy— fAppolntwl 
Gcvemof of Oode— Die*. 


Toglum wai bom In the district of Kbota hi 

Taitary He wtis haiulaomo tn his person and possessed of 
evciy amlsble quality Whilst a youth, he was purchased by 
the Emperor Altumsb who for tercral 
A, D ia33* year* employed him id confidential 
.Ituxtlons ta tlio boutehold, ind In the yai 63. 

^pointed him to tho goreroment of Budioo (now Rohllcund) 
BlTfng diulngullhod bimielf In thil 
> D iaj7 iitntiioo be wM promoted to Bchae end 
on the death of Slef Addeen Tooth, b 634,. tru rewarded 
nlth tho important gnrernment of Bengal 

WTien Sultan Koala, daughter of the Emperor Altumih 
acended the throne of Dehl, In the end of tho rear 634 
Togban Khan sent an eloquent agent, with valuable prraema 
to Court, ani by tbeae means was not only conarmed ta hli 
norornment, hut was also promoted to tho highest rant of 
^Ulty with permission to use the ted umbrella, as the 

repreientatlve of the Empteia. , , , 

In Older to ilgnalUe hlmaelf ta hU now sliuiUon the 
Governor led hie army Into Tlrhoot and having compeUed 
the lUl* to pay him a fatgo sum of money rmorned ta 


“‘‘^g the°^ly part of the impotent telgn of the Empe w 
MoiKiod,Toghtn Khan, EndtaS that aU the other Omohs 
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were extending their authority to the annihilation of the 

Imperial dignity, resolved to add the province of Kurrah 

Manikpore to his dominions With this intention he marched 

from Gour, and having effected his purpose without any 

opposition, remained in the city of Kurrah 

A D. 1242 ^ considerable time During his 

residefice there, in 640, he was joined by Menhaj Serage 

Addeen Giorjany, author of the Tabkat Nass^ry, with whom 

he shortly after returned to Bengal 

In the year 641, the Raja of Jagepore (Orissa) having 

given some cause of offence, Toghan Khan 

marched, in the month of Shual, to Keta- 
» 

sun, on the frontier of Jagepore, where he found the army of 
the Raja had thrown up entrenchments to oppose him 

On Saturday^ the 6th of Zykad, the Mohammedans drew up 
in order of battle, and, having made a vigorous attack on the 
entrenchments of the enemy, succeeded in taking two of the 
lines , but there being still a third and the troops fatigued and 
' oppressed with heat, Toghan Khan allowed them to halt and 
refresh themselves. In the mean time, a small party of the 
Hindoo cavalry getting into his rear, seized upon the elephants, 
and began to plunder the camp On seeing this, the Moham- 
medans retreated in great disorder , and being warmly pursued 
by their enemies, numbers of them were slam, and all their 
baggage and elephants seized by the enemy Toghan IChan 
was therefore compelled to return with ignominy to Lucknowty, 
whence he sent a special messenger to solicit assistance from 
the Emperor. 

The Raja being encouraged by this success, invaded 
The Onssians Bengal j and in the month of Shual of the 
beside Gour, following year, 642, the Orissa army which 
was accompanied by a number of war 


6 
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elephant^ laid siege to the of Goar, bat wire Tlgorouilj’ 
opposed by Togfum Khan .Another party of tlw Orlislaoa 
made an attack upon iiaghore the cipfial of Beerbhoom, the 
defence of which had been entraated to Koreem Addeen^ who- 
wfth^ a gre^U nambor hie followers fell In the contest, and 
the town wai plondered by the enemy 

In the mean-time, the army of Oade under the command 
of Tlmonr Khan Keran, which bad been ordered by the 
!Emp»eror to the asaUtance of Toghan Khan, approached 
Lucknowty jWben intelligence of thla event reached the 
Ortolans, they wore Jlarmed and retreated with their plandor 
to their own country • 

When ’nmoor Khan arrived at I ncknoirty being cither 
irritated at the Hlndpoi haring escaped with their plander 
or capWated by the appearance of the rich country throogfa 
which he bad passed, be affirmed that hb commlssJon from 
the Coart sopersaded Toghan Khan la the goremment and 
demanded potsession of the dly of Lucknowty Thla claim 
was relisted by the Governor and an appeal to arms wma the 
resulL From the dawn of day UU the lun bad nearly attained 
the merldlaD, the Inhabitant! of Bengal were amesed by the 
View of two Mahomedan afmles opposed to each other bt« 
by the Inter fer ence of Menhajaddeen, and other mataal 
friends of the Chiefs the jCombaiants were at length aepamted 
and each party retonjed to, their respective camps- That of 
Toghan Lhan being close to the gale of the city most of his 


• The national vanity <rf FexUhtah has indaced him to 
convert the attack of the harable OHasUni Into an IdvisIotj 
61 Tartars, part of the Immense boat of Jengblei Kijan who 
about that penod were approaching India.— Htilorjf $f 
Jlxniwian ,ev/j » f79 I u 
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men went into the town either to their families, or to procure 
provisions, leaving their Chief nearly alone 
suIeS^d^Toghan The spies of Timour having brought him 
Khan in the gov- intelligence of the situation of his rival, he 
immediately headed his cavalry, and 

rushed towards the tent of Toghan Khan 

The latter had barely time to vault on his horse, and to 
take refuge within the city walls This 
A. D 1244 event occurred on Saturday, the 5th 

of Zykab, 642 

After this, by the intervention of Menhajaddeen Giorjany, 
and some other friends, it was agreed that Toghan should be 
allowed to take away with him all his treasure, elephants, and 
other property, and that Timour Khan should continue as 
Governor of Bengal 

Toghan was favourably received at the Court of Dehly, 
and was soon after appointed Governor 

A D. 1246. 

of Oude, m which situation he died 

m the year 644 


TIMOUR KHAN KERAN. 

Timour Khan was a native of Kipohak (north of the 
Caspian Sea,) and was purchased by Sultan Altumsh for 
50,000 J^y/e/ Being a youth of great calmliness and 
bravery, he was speedily promoted to various offices of im- 
portance, and was at length entrusted with the government 
of Oude , whence, as has been before related, he proceeded 
to Bengal , which country he governed with great prudence 

A D 12 6 years, and died at Gour in the year 

644, on the same night that his predecessor, 
Toghan Khan, died in the city of Oude His remains were, 
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bj hU own dnrirn cmed to Ondc and bnriod dow to 
thoto of hla rlvtl 


SlEP ADDBES YUQAN tunt 

OaiomiLLr n Tnrfcuh iUto, reccwdcd to the government 
A. D tt!3. B<mg»I, end reigned with coiuldorible 

reputotfon for *eTtn year*. He died at 
Goar In the year 651 


IfCHTTAR ADDEEN TOGHRIL KBAN 
UVLK YOZBKK 

Hb OriAio— Intrhriinj; dlipostioo— CooSnemrtt-^RAlsed to 
the Goremaient of Beiifpd—InTades Orma, wkheot vucces«— 
Invade* th« Rajm of Axmordnn and obtaho mocfa plunder->- 
Aims at tndspgndencfr— Unfnfcetrfnl Expedhion against Octde-* 
Invades the Raja of Kamroop and ptonden hU capital— Defeat 
ed in his retrvat from Karnnxtp and taken prboner— Dies. 

Thu Chief wai klio one of the Tartar tUrea of the 
Emperor AJlnnuh and hiTfnj: been by degreei promoted 
to an Important command In the army Joined the rebels 
wbo, In the year 634 deposed Ferote, the ion of hii maater 
and exalted the Snltan Rlzla to tbe throne , bat three years 
ftftemrds he tamed bis arms agaJost (he Frinceat, and 
became a favoorite xrhh the emperor Byrtm Shah His 
Intriguing disposiUon, however having rendered Vim tuipected 
two monlhi before the tragical death of that emperor which 
occorred in the end of the year 639, he wu seized and con 
£ned ; but npon the acccsskm of (be Mataood he obahied 
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his release. Under the reign of that emperor, he obtained 
first the government of Tiberhind, and subsequently that of 
Lahore In this situation he evinced a refractory spirit, and 
was recalled to Dehly , but was pardoned at the intercession 
of his friends He was subsequently intrusted with the 
government of Caunouge, and after wards with that 
of* Oudh , whence, on the death of Sief-Addeen Yugan 
Tunt, (A, H 651) he was transferred to 
Bengal 

The first act of his government was the assembling of an 
army, to revenge the disgrace which the 

Unsuccessful ex- 
pedition against Mohammedan arms had sustained, m the 

the Orissians Jagepore 

(Orissa), as has been before related. He accordingly invaded 
the dominions of that prince, and was victorious in two battles; 
but in the third was completely defeated, and lost all his 
elephants , among which was a white one esteemed a great 
curiosity. 

In the following year he invaded the territories of the Raja 
of Azmnrdan,^ and took the capital of that prince, with all his 
treasure and elephants After overrunning that country for 
some months he returned, loaded with plunder and captives, 
to Lucknowty 

The success of his late expedition, and the distracted state 
of the empire of Dehly, inflamed the Go- 
^“I!dJpend?ncr' the ambition of in^iependence. 

he accordingly assumed not only the red 
and black, but the white umbrella and took upon himself the 
title of Mogies Addeen Shortly "after, assembled a numerous 

® Probably Silhet in which there is still a large town, 
called Azmurgungt. - ' 
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anny, and proceeded to Oodb Here ho wi» oppoied bjr 
the Governor of that district and it beiog ratnoarod that the 
Emperor wai marching In peraon agaioat him he made t 
•peedy and dUgracefol retreat to Bengal 

Tbli rebellion of Mutk Yiubek agalott hU legitimate 
Sovereign rendered him contemptible In the eye* of all man 
kind , nor did hl« all actions go unrequited, as will lubsequcntly 
appear 

In the beginning of the year 655, he assembled his army 
I . . having crossed the Bagmutty rirer 

Tidta Ktmroop Invaded the territories of the Rajs of 

A. D ftjtf-7 Kamroop * TMt Chief, finding himself 

untMe to oppose the hrohammedsDS 
retreated Into the moontalor and hit capital was taken posses, 
j^ofl of by the (nrsders whe foond therein immense wealth 
Hoik Yuxbek ordered a mosque to be built and after the 
a ccus tomeiy prayers and thanksgiving for the success of the 
Mohammedan arms, had been read be was proclaimed 
SoverelgD of the United Kingdoms of Bengal tod Kamroop 
Boring this time the Raja sent an ambassador to hfoilc 
Yuibck offering on condition of his retiring not only to pay 
hhn a large tribute of money and elephants but also to stamp 
the coin In bis name. These offers were rejected by Mulk 
Ynzbek with disdain, bat he had shortly occasion to repent 
his temerity for the Hindoos having taken possession of the 
roads cot off all the snpplles of grain and ai soon as the 
rainy season set In cut the banka of the rivers and overffomed 
4 l( low conntry In this dHemma the invaders auempted to 
retreat accrosi the mountains but lost their road and suffered 
the greatest distress. At length the Hindoos, haring completely 
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surrounded thei?n in a defile, galled the'iii 'sev^^ely with 
their arrows. Mulk Yuzbek who rodb upon an elephant,' being 
thereby rendered verr conspicuous, was 
mortally wounded ; after which the whole of 
the Mohammedan army yielded themselves 
enemy Muik Yuzbek jvas then carried 
and when introduced to that prince, he 
requested that his son, who had been with him in the battle, 
might be sought for, and, if alive, brought to him his request 
war complied with , and the youth having been found among 
the prisoner, was brought to his father, who embraced him, 
and immediately after yielded up his soul to‘ his Maker 
This event occurred in the year 656. 


Defeated aud 
mortally wounded, 
A. D. 1257 

prisoners to the 
before the Raja ; 


JELAL addeen: KHANY. 

1 

As soon as the death of Mulk Yuzbek was knewn at the 
Court Of the emperor Nasir Addeen Mohammed, the ministers 
of the empire, judging it a favourable opportunity to recover 
their influence in Bengal, despatched (in 

A D 1237 

the year 656) a Chief, named Jelal Addeen 

r 1 

Khany, to take possession of that province This officer was 
received by the subordifikte Chiefs with every mark of 
respect ' dUe to the Imperial authority, and permitted to 
assume the reins of government without any opposition Jalal 
Addeen, after settling the business in the neighbourhood of 
Lucknowty, was induced to lead his army into the eastern 
part of Bengal, to reduce some of the independent Rajas to 
obedience ; but whne thus employed, his government was 
invaded from a quarter whence he could least have suspected 
It : for Irsilan Khan, the Imperial Governor of Kurrah, having 
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been Intnuted whli the coznnumd of an annj to mbdae the 
Raja of Calllnjer In Bondelcond toddenljr tnrned bit 
footitepe towards Bengal and after a alege of a few daja, got 
possession of Gonr In a snbtctpient engageinent he killed 
Jelal Addecn but in conaeqnence of his eondlogtheele 
phants horses, and other propertf of the murdered chief, as 
a bribe to the flagttioos minister the Vlxler of the cob 
temptlble Court of Dehiy his conduct was orerlooked. 


A. O. I858. 


IZA AL MULK. TAJADDEEN, IRSILAN 
KHAN, fitJNJIR KHQARIZMY 

This Chief was also one of the slare* of the Emperor 
Altnmu h, and was promoted hj degrees to the principal 
offices of the state He at length In the jear 657 obtained 
the gOTcmment of Kurrah with orders to 
subdue the countries of CalJinger and 
Malwa but having made several marches In that direction he 
suddenlj- turned his route towards Bengal the Governor of 
which province being absent on on expedition to the eastward 
he, after a nege of three da^a, obtained possession of the dty 
of Lucknowtj The Governor Jclal Addeen, reluming 
soon afterwards an engagement took place in the month 
of Jummad 657 between the two chiefs. The latter eras 
slain In the contest , and the plunder of hU property having 
been remitted to 0ebl) procured the confirmailou of the 
usurper He coutiuoed to rule Bengal 
for two years, and died at Lucknowty 


A. D tsdo. 


in the year 659 



MOHAMMED TATAR KHAN. 


This chieftain was celebrated for his generosity, bravery,, 
and virtue, and so great a favourite with the army, that on 
the death of his father, the Governor, in 659, he took 
quiet possession of his office and the attention of the 
Emperor Nasir Addeen being at that time much occupied 
m defending his northern frontier against the Moghuls, it 
was thought unadvisable to depose him 
Tatafkhan^nds ^hen, in th^ year 664, the reins of 

rich presents to supreme authority had fallen into the able 
hands of Balm, the Governor of Bengal 
drew his neck within the circle of obedience, and despatched 
to Delhy a rich tribute, consisting of sixty-three elephants, 
great quantities of silks, muslins, &c , and a large sura in 
specie 

' As this event occurred in the first year of Balm’s reign, 
the Emperor considered it ah auspicious omen, and ordered 
the cavalcade to be introduced into the capital with great 
pomp The agents were received in public court, and 
were distinguished by dresses of honour , and a few days 
after received from the hands of the Emperor a commission, 
confirming Tatar Khan in government, to which were added 
several presents as a proof of the royal favour This conduct 
had such an effect on the mind of Tatar Khan, that he 
continued thenceforward a faithful vassal 
A D 1277 Court of Dehly, and died 

Lucknowty in the year 676. 


at 
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SULTAN M0QIE8 ADDEEN TOGHRIL. 

Promcted to ihe Govtmtne^ of BcDgi)— Bnforces irfbota 
froin tb« ne^gtlb(w^ng Ri|u— Invades Jagenunir — Alms af 
mdependencB and procUicru himself King of Bengal— ObUmi 
two roceessivo vctones over the Royal army— The Erapcror 
takes the field in person and Toghril re tir es towards Jsgensgur 
—Pursued by the Empcfoms army— Ho Camp surprised— 
Toghril tlajn srhUe endea^nmog to escape— Hfs Adherents and 
Ralatxvea ptrt to death— 'Hte Emperor bestows the government on 
"Nasrr Addeen the yoanffrrt of his own sons. 

Togbsil was originally a Tartar alaTCt aad had the {;ood 
fortune to be purebased by tbe Emperor 

His Orfgifl 

Balin, wHb vbom be became to great a 
favourite that, on tbe government of Bengal becoming vacant, 
he wu Intrntted with that Important command Being a 
pertao of a courageous and active ditposition be turned 
hit arms agalntt the Ra]tt wbote territorlei adjoined to the 
north«eatt of Bengal, and compelled them to par him Irlbme 

In tbe year 678 be assembled a very numeroui army and 
Invaded the country of Jagetngur (Tippera) 
After having defeated the Rtji In a gene 
ral engagement, be plundered tbe Inbabi 
tanta, and brought away with him Immeoie wealth and one 
hundred elephants. At this period the Emperor Balln *at 
‘Confined to his bed by tldaiets , and bit two sons srerc 
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•employed in defending the northern boundaries of the kingdom 

against the Moghuls* Toghril, fired by 
Toghnl rebels , , , , c 

against the ambition, and destitute of every principle or 

Emperor gratitude, deemed this a favourable oppor- 

tunitv to render himself independent , and having caused it 
to be reported that the Emperor was dead, he assumed the 
read umbrella and other mstgnia of royalty, and proclaimed 
himself King of Bengal, under the title of Sultan klogies 
Addeen 

When this intelligence reached the Court of Dehly, the 
Emperor was much alarmed , and though 
overcomes the far from being well, he appeared in public. 
Royal Army caused It to be notified throughout all 

his dominiqns that he was perfectly recovered from his indis- 
position He also wrote a letter to Toghril, upbraiding him 
with his ingratitude, and conjuring him to return to his alle- 
giance? but this letter not producing any effect on the mind 
■of the traitoj, the Emperor appointed Mulk Abektegien, whose 
title was Ameen Khan, to the government of Bengal , and 
placed under his command a numerous army, ordering him 
to proceed and e^pel the rebel Abektegien marched from 
Oude, crossed the river Gogra, and continued his march 
towards Bengal. He was met on the frontier by Toghril, 
who having previously corrupted some of the Tartar Chiefs 
in the royal army, engaged the remainder, and obtained an 
■easy victory 

On receiving intelligence of this event, the Emperoe was 
enraged, and ordered Abektegein to be hanged at the gate of 
Oude, the seat of bis late government. He at the same time 


* These were the troops of Zingis or Jenghiez Khan, 
who at the period made several incuisions into Hindoostan 
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deipalched another annj noder the command of Turmuttj' 
a Turkish officer with orders to extirpate the rebels. But 
this General was not more sncccisful than hJs predecessor 
he was totall/ routed and lost all his baggage and the put^lic 
treasure 

When the news of this second defeat reached the 
Th» Kmporor ^^pcror he was Overwhelmed with affljc 
uk»tb fcJdln but recovering bis former energ7 he 

resolved to proceed In person agalnstthe 
rebel , he therefore gave orders to astern 
ble a nnmeroos army and having collected an Immense Oeet 
of boats In the rivers Jumna and Ganges, be proceeded 
early in the rainy season accompanied by his younger sou, 
Bagora Khsn towards Bengal 

Alihoogh Toghril would have boldly defied an army 
commanded by any of the nobles he durst not openly contend 
with his former master and sovereign be therefore collected 
all his wealth and elephants, and proceeded wHb a chosen 
detachment towards Jigenagor resolving to renfiiia there till 
the Emperor should return to Dehly 

On the arrival of the Emperor at Gout he appointed 
Hlsiam Addeen governor of Bengal , and bavine halted there 
a few days, to make the requisite arrangements he then 
proceeded In pursuit of the rebel towards Jagenatur 

When the ImperlsI arm> arrived at Suncrgong 


• In Dows History \oL i p so* Jagenagur Is said to 
have been a town In Orissa, near Cuttack but this p a ss age 
proves it to hare been situated on the eastern side of the 
Burhampooter The Jagenagur mentioned by Fcrishtah 
should have been wnttea Jagepore still a town of some 
consequence In Cuttack- Ste Pogt 65 
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Dhinu] Rai, the Chief of that district, paid his compliments 
to the Emperor, and, having taken the test of allegience, 
undertook to guard the passage of the river against the rebel, 
should he endeavour to make his escape that way 

The Emperor continued his march with great cspedition, 
but for many dajs could obtain no information respecting 
Toglinl He therefore ordered a detachment of 7000 horse 
under the command of Mulk Bank, to proceed a daj’s march 
in advance of the arm} and to scour the country for 
intelligence. 

After a lapes of several days, a picquel, consisting of 
forty horse, belonging to the advanced guard, commanded 
by Mohammed Shir, fell in with some gram merchants, whose 
empty sacks evinced that they had lately disposed of their 
property. Of these I^Iohammed inquired if they had seen 
or heard aught of the rebel army. They at first pretended 
Ignorance , but Mohammed having ordered one of them to 
be beheaded, the others fell on their knees, and acknowledged 


Sunergong is thus described m Rennell’s Memoir of the 
Ivlap of Hindoostan • — 

Sunergong or Sunnergaum, was a large city, and the 
provincial capital of the eastern division of Bengal, before 
Dacca was built , but it is dwindled to a village it is situated 
on one of the branches of the Burhampooter, about thirteen 
miles south-east from Dacca, and was famous for a 
manufacture of fine cotton cloths ” 

That Dacca is a modern city, is evinced by its not being 
noticed, at least under that name, in the Ayeen Akbery. See 
Sircer Sunergong, Vol, 11 . p. 288. 
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the/ had on that mornlag disposed of their grain In the rebel 
camp, which wm only t few milei In front of them 

Mohammed Immedlatelj despatched the merchant*, 
under an escort, to the officer commanding the advanced 
guard and proceeded with bis forty trooper* till ho came 
witbm sight of the camp and cocld phuoly dUttoguiih the 

^ , tent* of Toghril and that the rebel* were 

Togbnl I camp 

•erprtaad, ao completely off their guard a* to- 
have turned their horse* toOae Into the 
cornfields Being fired with the ambition of telalng the 
rebel hlmsoli Mohammed aigtd bl* small party to make 
the attempt , they advanced In full tpeed, and were 
penmtted by the oniaspldaos enemy to enter the camp On 
their arrival at the tent of Toghril, they drew their iwords 
and, crying ou Victory to the Emperor Balio I rushed 
forward to the test of audience and pm a nnmber of the 
person* therein to death. 

Toghril, on bearing the alarm supposing be was surprised 
by the whole of the royal army Oed in the greatest pertorba 
tiou. He vaulted on a horse without a saddle, and galloped 
toward* the nver hut was perceived and porsued by Malleck 
the brother of Mohammed who shot him with an arrow at 
his horse was swimming the river Togt 
.bl^^^TOTrioE rll Immediately tell Md JMec);, plong 
to tacape ftream dragged him to the 

shore and cut off his head 

The ro)al party having In the mean time put to death a 
number of Toghril s principal officer*, an universal panic 
seUed the rebel* and they fled on all side* The advanced 
guard soon ‘after came up and secured the encampmenU 

An express was Immediately sent off to the Emperor with 
an account of the victory which wa* corroborated b> the 
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head of the rebel Chief On the following day the Emperor, 
^\ith the \\hole of the Im^^rial arm), arrived and took posses- 
sion of all the \’eaTth and elephants The Emperor, after 
glutting his avarice with the spoils of the conquered, returned 
towards Gour, and on his arrival m that citj, ordered a num- 
ber of the adherents and relations of Toghril, including their 
wives and children, to be put tO a cruel death. This was the 
first time that any of the Emperors of India had inflicted 
punishment on the women and children of rebels. 

The Emperor some time after bestowed on his younger 
son the ongdom of Bengal, with the title 

Nasir Addcen 

crowned King of of Su ^lan Nasir Addeen (Defender of the 
Faith ), * and conferred on him all the 
insignia of rojalty he also admonished him never to contend 
with the Emperor of Dchly , but whether that throne 
should be occupied b) a brother, a relation, or a stranger, to 
be always subservient to him, and to avoid opposition, by 
retiring to a distant part of the Country, if the Imperial stan- 
dards should ever advance towards Bengal Having added 
some salutary rules for his conduct and 
A, D, 12S2 government of his subjects, he re- 

turned towards Dehly, in the year 681 


* In Dow’s History of Hindoosian he is called Kera, but 
m my Manuscripts the name is written Bagora. 

, \ 
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SULTAN NASIR ADDBE'J g^GOBA KHAN 


Attends ho Fsther'i cocnmandj at Dehly— .Returnt to bt» gov 
rniment of Bengal aad lose* the succession to throne of 
Dehly—Hs Son Khiekobad, made Eraperor-^NasIr Addcen dis- 
pleased with his Son s admlntstraHoo pro ce eds with an army 
towrards EWily— Affectionate meeting with hh Son on the Flam 
of Oode— Terms of Pence agreed on— The Bmperor atsastmated 
soon after hts return to DahI]^~Nasl^ Addeen resigns the gov 
emment of Bengal— Qehadur Khan appoin te d ^ Ms stead — 
Bahadur's conduct displeases tbb^xurt of Dehty—Naslr Addeen 
re-appotnted to the government of LuL ^owty— Die*. 

Tais pHoce gorerned Bengal for sevenl years wHh much 
feputadoQ bat hU elder brother Mohammed, having been 
killed In a battle with the MogbaU In the 
A. D vidoltyof MooJtan, Emperor ordered him 

In the yeftr 685 to proceed to Dehlj and, on bU arrival there 
thus addressed him —The Hidden death of Ihy elder brother 
hts bent down my aged bead with aorrow to the grave and al 
thoagb he has left a son who Is doabllets the legUlmite heir to 
the throne the youth It of too tender an age to wield with effect 
the weighty sceptre of Hlndooitin it most therefore be plac 
ed In more able hand. Ton are my only prop and support 
Bear for the short period for which 1 am destined to remain 
in thia world the yoke of dependence. Send a deputy to 
govern Bengal and remain near my throne ready to step Into 
It as soon as Fate shall call me hence ” — ^The prince promised 
Implicit obedience to the will of his aged parent bat several 
months haring elapsed and the Emperor Improving in fair 
health Nasir Addeen resolved to return to Bengal tod leave 
the Empire of Dehly for those of whom It might be destined 
by Providence. 
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A. D 12S6 


Having taken this resolution, he requested permission of 
his father to make a short excursion for the purpose of 
hunting , and under thif pretence quitted Dehly and proceed- 
ed directly to Gour 

This step gave great offence to the Emperor ; who thereon 
sent for Khusero the son of the prince Mohammed and 
declared him the heir of his kingdoms 
soon after which event he departed this 
life m the end of the year 6S5, and in the eightieth year of 
his age 

Notwithstanding the legitimate claim of Khusero to 
the will of the deceased Emperor, the 

Keikobad, son of 

Nasir Addeen nobles raised Kiekobad to the throne, a 
created Emperor . , . 

prince of eighteen years of age, son of 

Nasir Addeen, the king of Bengal This youth soon fell into 

all the allurements of pleasure and devoted his whole time to 

amusement, relinquishing to his minister Nizam Addeen, the 

government of his dominions 

Nasir Addeen was well pleased with the elevation of his 

't. 

son to the throne, but when informed of his unworthy 
conduct, he wrote 'to him severely reprehending his 
behaviour and advising him to discard the unworthy 
minister Finding, however, that his advice was of no 
avail he gave orders for assembling an arm) resolving to go in 
person to Dehly, and to effect a revqlution The son, also 
'displeased with the admonition of his father, and gpaded by 
the animosity of the minister, advanced at the head of a great 
force towards Bengal In the year 687 the 
A. D. 1288 armies approached with in a few miles 

of each others, the camp of the father be- 
ing on the banks of the river Sirve and that of the son on 


7 



UISTOKT or BCK6AI. 


58 


[siCT nL 


the banks of the Gogra, both in the district of Sircar Samn 
part of North Behar 

Nasir Addeen finding It imposlble to reduce hU ton by 
Interriew of Nt*Ir made overture* of reconciliation to 

Adde*n whb bU him bat the prince at the irutigatlon of 
his minister rejected them with disdain 
Three dajs were passed in thU manner when on the fonrth 
day Nasir Addeen wrote with hJs own hand the following 
letter — My beloved son, my desire of seeing j^on exceeds 
all botmds nor can I endore to bo longer separated from you 
The patriarch Jacob bid not more anilonsly wish to embrace 
his ton Joseph before his death than I do yon Grant me 
this request, and X swear never again to disturb yonr reign, 
or to oppose yonr will — When Klekobad read hli father $ 
letter he was deeply aEected and wished immediately to go 
imattended, to visit him bat the artful mlmster restrained 
the ardoor of the prince s affection, by representing that H 
wonld be derogating from the dignity of the Emperor of 
Hindoostan to pay the first \isit to an inferior prince 
although that person was his father 

It was at length settled that a smte of the Imperial tents 
shoold be pitched In the plain of Oude between the two 
armies and that the king of Bengal ihonld there pay his 
respects to the Emperor seated on bit throne This arrange- 
ment being made, and the astrologers baring determined on 
an anspidous hoar the ^ son first proceeded to the tents, In 
great state surroanded by his guards after which the father 
croued the river Sirva, and when be came In sight of the 
throne, made his first obeisance as be approached nearer 
be made a second obeisance and when he anived at the 
foot of the throne was about to mace the third when the 
prince being much affected by the humility of his father 
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burst into tears, and^ rushing into his arms, continued to 
embrace him for a considerable time After this affecting 
scene, the father attempted to hand his son to the throne but 
the latter refused, and compelled his father to sit thereon, 
taking his place in a respectful manner below him. This 
meeting gave great satisfaction to all the well-disposed 
subjects , and for several dajs great rejoicings and illumina- 
tions were displajed, and alternate visits passed between the 
monarchs and the officers of both armies 

The terms of peace were easily agreed on. Nasir 
Addeen was permuted to retain Bengal, and all its de- 
pendencies, as a distinct kingdom, on 

A D. 12SS 6 » 

condition of not interfering with the 

government of Dehly These events occurred in the 

year 687 

Previous to separating, Nasir Addeen gave his son some 
salutary advice for the government of his dominions, and 
concluded by privately admonishing him to beware of his 
insidious minister, and to get rid of him the first favourable 
opportunity Having then affectionately embraced him, they 
took leave of each other, and returned towards their 
respective capitals 

Nasir Addeen was much affected on this occasion, 
and told his friends, on returning to his own camp, fhat he 
feared he had on that day parted with his 

The Emperor 

Kiekobad assassi- son and the empire of Hindoostan for 
nated, A D. 1289 ever. His fears were soon after realized , 

for, in the end of the following year, viz. 688, Kiekobad was 

^ This affecting interview has been. well described, in a 
beautiful Poem called the Kera 7 i Assadin^ or Axisptciotis 
Coiijtwcimt, by Amyr Khosrou of Dehly. 
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assassinated and the throne of Dehlj uinrped bf Feroze 
a chief of the tribe of Kholljy 

Sultan Nasir Addeen vaa permitted to retain the klne 
dom of Bengal during the whole of the reign of Feroze, 
and the earlier part of that of the Empwror Alla without 
molestation but when that able though cruel monarch 
had attained the height of fan power Nasir Addeen 
dreading his displeasure, voluntarily laid 

NmIt Addeen ' 

radrn the king aside his umbrella and other insignia of 
dam erf B*ng»I. royalty an 3 professing himself a iub)ect 
of the Court of Dehly was permitted to retain in fief the 
district of Locknowtr (Goor) and the 

A, D 1299. 

south-west part of Bengal This event 
occurred about the year 699 

The Emperor at the same time appointed a Chief 
named Behadur Khan to the government of the eastern 
dutncts of Bengal , hoping by thus dividing that province 
into two governments to render it more lubserrlent to the 
Court of Dchly than it had hitherto proved The capital 
of the new gorcmment was 6 xed at Sunergong * 

Behadur Khan retained bis situation with humiluj 
during the remainder of the reign of Alla but is said after 
wards to have ruled with great tyranny 

^Vbcn, in the year 717 the dissolute pnuec MubincL 
Shah Succeeded to the throne of Dchlj 
^ Behadur despising the weakness of the 

Imperial councils arrogated to himself independence 
assuming the white umbrella, and ordenng the coin to be 
stamped with his own name, changing the title of Behadur 
Khau to Behadur Shah. 


See Note to p 9a 
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In the year 724, the Emperor Tughhk, jealous of the 

assumed rank, and weaned by complaints 
A D 1324 , 

of the oppressions and tyranny of 

Behadur Shah, marched from Dehly with a numerous army, 

and, on his arrival at Tirhoot, was met by Nasir Addeen, the 

deposed king of Bengal, who having presented the Emperor 

with many valuable jewels, was received with great favour, 

was permitted to use the insignia of 

Re-appoznted 

Governor of Luck- royalty, and re-appomted to his govem- 
nowty ment of Lucknowty on condition of 

holding It in fief from the Court of Dehly This agreement 
he faithfully complied with, and died in 
the year 725, being forty-three solar 
years from his first accession to the throne of Bengal , over 
which country he may be said to have been the first 
regularly constituted Mohammedan monarch, having been 
crowned as such by his father, the Emperor Balm, and 
confirmed in the possession of his kingdom by his son, the 
acknowledged Emperor Kiekobad. 

Behadur Shah, finding himself unable to oppose the 
Imperial arms, submitted to the clemency of the Emperor , 
and was pardoned, 'on condition giving up the public 
treasure and elephants, and attending the Imperial stirrup 
to Dehly 

The Emperor then appointed Tatar, with the title of 
Bhiram Khan, to the government of Sunergong , and having 
subdued Tirhoot, formed it into a distinct , government, to 
which he appointed Ahmed Khan, and then returned to 
Dehly. 
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When intelligence of the death of Naalr Addeen had 
. ^ reached Dehly the Emperor Jlohamtned 

Shah who had just then lucceeded to the 
throne appointed Kadder Khan in the goromment of 
Lnctnowty confirmed Bbiram Khan in the gorcmment 
of Sunergong Tbeoe two pertoni ore taid to have ruled 
their respective temtorleo, for fourteen jean, with much 
equity and propriety 

In the year 739 fihlram Khan died at Sunergong at a 
penod when Mohammed Shah having 
K D 1138, conquered great part of the Dckkan was 
busily occupied in traniferrUig hU capital from Dclhy to 
Dowletabtd * This occasion pre^nted a favourable oppor 
tnnity to Fokher Addeen the onnour bearer of Bhlnm Khan 
not only to assume the government of Sunergong without 
permission but also to declare himself an Independent 
monarch, osstnnhig the title of Sulun Sukander 

When Intelligence of tbb event was carried to Court the 
Emperor ordered Kadder Khan the governor of Lucknowtj 
and (he neighbouring Chiefs, to unite their armies and expel 
the rebel In obedience to the Imperial commands Kadder 
Khan marched from Lnekoowty and In a general engage 
ment, defeated Father Addeen who /Jed and concealed him 
self Id the forests. The Governor took poasesslon of Saner 
gong and after some time had elapsed and the rainy season 
had set In ho allowed the subordinate Chiefs to return to 
their homes and diipened the greater number of hit can 


See History of Hlndoostan A*D 1338 
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troops to 'collect the revenues It happened that there was 
at this period a large sum of money in the treasury, which tne 
Governor was preparing to forward toDehl> Fakher Addeen 
having obtained intelligence of this circumstance, sent pro- 
posals to the portion of the army remaining with the Governor, 
that if they would kill their master, and join him, he would 
distribute the whole of the treasure amongst them. His 
emissaries were successful the troops consented to the 
terms they murdered the Governor , and then proceeded to 
join the rebel, who immediately advanced to Sunergong, 
and, having taken possession of the treasure, distributed it 
according to his promise This event 
^ *340. occurred either in the end of the year 740, 

■or beginning of 741. 
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FAKHER ADDEEN SQIjTAN ''EKUNDER 

ADorcr halag as \n Jwro tutcd in fbo proced 
mg chapter, succeeded In regaining his anthoritj caused 
himself to be prodsltned Sovereign of Bengal and ordered 
the coin to be tUmped, and all public papers to Issued 
m bli name. 

The thrown of DehJj being at that period (a, h 741) 
possessed bf the went Mohammed IIL 
A, D ij4£i 41 jjQ effect was made to reduce the 
pronace to the Imperial aotborlt/, and as the power of the 
empire continued to decUee Bengal remained for many years 
afterwards an Independent and distinct kingdom on which 
account historfauB bare considered Fakher Addeen as the 
£rft Mohammedsn king of Bengal 

The new Sultan fixed bis residence at Sunergong and 
sent an army under the command of his slave Mukhliss 
Khan to take possession of I^cknowty and the dependent 
dlstrictt but In this expectation he was foiled for Aly 
Mubarick, one of the offlccrt of the deceased Governor 
hating collected some troops opposed the Invaders, and killed 
their leader On this event, Aly Mubarick tent a petition to the 
Emperor stating bit luccefs against the rebel and lolldilng 
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that he might be confirmed m the government , but 
without waiting for the sanction of the Emperor, he took the 
title of Ala Addeen, and, advancing against 
1342 43 Fakher Addeen, in the year 743, took him 
prisoner, and caused him to be put to death The reign of 
Fakher Addeen, if such it may be termed, was only two years 
and five months. 

Aly Mubanck was assassinated, at the expiration of a year 
and five months, by his foster brother, Ilyas Khaje, or Hajy 
Elias, who took possession of the kingdom. o 


ILYAS KHAJE SULTAN SLUMS ADDEEN 

BHENGARA 

/ 

Ilyas assumes the government of Bengal — Invades the domi- 
nions of the Raja of Jagenagur— Offends the Emperor Ferose, 
who invades Bengal, and taWes the cny of Punduq — The Emperor 
long and unsuccessfully besieges Ilyas in the fort of Akdala — ■ 
Ilyas obtained access to the Camp of the Emperor, in the disguise 
of a Fakier — Makes Peace with the Empero’', who afierwards 
acknowledge the independence of Bengal 

1 

After the assassination of Aly Mubanck, his murderer 
assumed reins of government, under the lofty title of Shums 
Addeen , and being of a mild and generous disposition, he 
soon rendered himself popular both with the army and his 
subjects, who, m his other good qualities shortly forgot the 
mode by which he ascended the throne 

As soon as Ilyas found himself perfectly established in his 
authority, he invaded the dominions of the Raja of Jagenagur 
( Tippera ), and compelled that prince to pay a great sum ofi 
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money and to give him a namber of vtloiblo elephanti, with 
which bo rctnraod m trimnph to hl« capital 

For ten jean Ilyas Khaje ruled Bengal with abiolnte 
author!^ and without any molestation from the Court of 

Dehly but In the end of the rear 7^4 
A, D 1353. ^ 

the Emperor Feroie taking offence at hii 
having made encroachments on the province of Benirei 
invaded Bengal with a numerous army 

Ilyas, not finding himself able to oppose the Emperor In 
the field] placed his troops in different garrlsoni and took 
post himself In the fort of \kdala * leaving hts son to 
defend the chy of Fondua ( near Maldah ) which for some 
time past be had made faU caphaL 

The Emperor advanced to a place now called Ferosepore 
abad, where be pitched Ms camp and commenced the 
operations of the siege of Pondua. 

The son of Dyas, led away by the ardour of youth 

veatnred to march out of the dty and to 
Tba Emperoc , , . , , . 

Fvrm tba Engage the royal army but be soon paid 

dty cf Pundoa. forfeit of his temerity bis troops were 

defeated, and himtelt made prisoner after which the aty 
surrendered* 

From Fundna the Emperor proceeded to Akdila, and 
invested that fortress , but the place 
being Ter, itrong the Emperor nJler 
besieging It (or Iweot, tiro dlJ^ found 
It reqnlslto to cbtnge bit groond of encimpment for this 

• Akdsl* Is placed b. Major Rencll, In his Sngu/ Alht 
at a abort distance to the north of Dacca h Is not to be 
'found in the common maps nor have I met with an, account 
-of ft 
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purpose, he proceeded, vith a detachment, to reconnoitre a 
spot on the banks of the rner Il3as, seeing this movement, 
concluded the rojal arm} were retreating, and sallied from 
the fort with all his garri'^on , but being \igorousl} opposed, 
-nas, after some hours, obliged to retreat, with the loss of 
fort} -four elephants which he had brought from Jagenagur, 
his umbrella, and other insignia of ro}alt} 

It IS related, that, during the siege of Akdala, a celebrated 

, , Saint, named Raia Byabany who resided 

11} as, in diseaisc, 

enters »he Em- in th.at Vicinity, and to whom Ilyas was 

perors Camp niuch devoted, died 11} as, vishing to 

pay the last duties to so revered a character, dressed himself 
as a Fakier, and, having come out of the fort, attended the 
funeral , after nhich he rode into the camp of the Emperor, 
to whom he made his obeisance , but, not being known, was 
allowed to depart, and returned m safety to his garrison 
When the circumstance was related • to his Majesty, he was 
very much vexed, though he could not help admiring the 
boldness of his adversary 

The Siege having been protracted to a great length and 
the rainy season, which in Bengal sets in with great violence 
and inundates the plains, drawing near, the Emperor found 
it requisite to make peace he therefore, upon a promise 
from t Il}Ti6 of an annual tribute, and some trifling presents, 
released the prisoners taken at Pundua, and returned to 
Dehly 

In the year 755, Ilyas sent ambassadors, with every 
^ ^ ^ valuable presents, to the Emperor, by 

*354 whom they were most graciously received, 

^and aftervvards dismissed with assurances of friendship. 
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^ 757 Ujai, beiog *tUI BtwpIciODS of the Emperor i 
^ iDteoilont, sent other QtnbMsadora to r^hlx 
IB who, after some negotiation concluded a 
oi permanent treaty of peace by which the 
Independence of Bengal waa formally 
acknowledged, and the reapectire Ilmllf of each kingdom 
defined 

In the year 759 king of Bengal lent a nnmber of 
A D JT5 elephanti, and other v'ajaable prejents by 
^ hifl ambattador Tajaddeen to the Emperor 
who received the embaasy In the mostgraclona manner , and 
In return ordered Sief Addcen a nobleman of dlillnctiOD, to 
proceed aa bis ambaiaador to the Court of Bengal and to 
take nitb him number of choree Arabian and Tartar 
boites for the king 

The Imperial ombaittdor proceeded a» far aa Behar 
where be received the melancholy Intelligence of the death 
of the king of Bengal be therefore waited in that city for 
farther inatruction and fn coitaeqacdcc of order* received 
from hit Court, be divided the horte* amongtt the Chief* 
of Behar and returned to his matter 

Ilyaa Khaje uoder the title of Sbum* Addeen ruled 
Bengal for ilxteen yean and five months 
A, D 1353. Amongtt a 

people who could overlook the ttep by which ho mounted 
the throne he wa* much respected and beloved. Daring hie 
reign, the capUsl of Bengal wa* uanilcrred from Ooar to 
Pundua and as he If »aid to have founded the city of 
Halypore, which bafi *Ince given Its name to a considerable 
dlilrlct, It Is probable that, prevfou* to or during hit relgo 

the boundarfe* of Bengal werrf extended to the bank* of the 

river Guoduk Including the North Behar 


The Emperor » 
fcnowledfet tl 
lodepeooace 
BeogaL 
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Sekunder Shah raised to the throne— The Kingdom again in- 
vaded by the Emperor Ferose, who besieges the Fort of Akdala — 
The Emperor consents to a Peace, and retires— Sekunder builds 
a superb Mosque at Pundua — His son Ghyas Addeen excites the 
3ealousy of his step-mother, and engages in open rebellion — 
Sekunder mortally wounded 


Three days after the death of Ilyas Khaje, the Chiefs 

Sekunder Shah on the throne his eldest son, 

mounts the throne Sekunder Shah, who commenced his reign 
of Bengal 

by a strict administration of justice, and 
minute attention to the welfare of his subjects. 

As soon as the days of mourning were accomplished, the 
'king prepared a splendid embassy, with valuable presents, to 
be sent to the Com t of Delhy But when the Emperor Ferose 
heard of the death of Ilyas Khaje, he judged it a favourable 
opportunity to recover the Imperial authority over Bengal , * 
he therefore, early in the year 761, 
<A. D 1359 advanced with hostile intentions towards 

that province , and having .proceeded as far as Zufferabad, 
cantoned his army in that place till the expiration of the rainy 
season In the mean time, he sent an ambassador to 

I ; '' 

Sukunder Shah, with offers of peace, provided he wo.uld 

acknowledge himself the vassal of thp Empire To these 

humiliating terms the king w'ould not agree , but sent five 

elephants^ and some costly presents, as a peace-offering 

As soon as the rains had^ subsided, , the Emperor ad- 

- „ vanced with his^army as ifar as Pundua , 

The Emperdc Fe^ ' ' ’ 

irose again'unsuc- and '(Sekunder, following the prudent 

example of his' father, took refuge in the 

strong fortress of Akdala The Impei-ial army in a short 
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time turroanded Akdidt but after a lelge of some weeki 

the Emperor finding there wm qo probability of taking tbe 

place consented to accept a preseot of forty-eight elephtnU- 

and ft large turn of money and on the promise of ft future 

annual tribute to withdraw from Bengal 

From that period till nearly the close of hit life, Sekunder 

_ . , ^ Shah enjoyed a happy and undlatnrbed 

oeJcaiK*^ areiu a 

npcib M(Hq • et reign and not beinr of a warlike 
Pe doa 

A D 1361 ditpoiiUon ho cultivated the arts of peace 
In the year 763 he commenced a superb mosqoe In the- 
vicinity of Fundua and judging from the vestiges which are 
still remaining It must hate cost an immense sum of money 
and much labour and time. 

Sekunder Shah manted two wives. By the first he had 

seventeen children, and by the second only 
GbvssA^dffui th« , , , 

KKi ef Sekariiltf One SCO, This youth who was named 

^^**rf*^Si* GhyftS Addeeo, possosied a most amiable 
<*p-aio*K<r dispoiUlon, and surpassed all his brelhem 
in learning and accompllshmeots on this account the first 
wife beheld him with the eye of envy and did every thing id 
her power to injure him In the affection of bfs father One 
day whilst alone with the king she said In a melancholy 
but respectful tone that the had "something to communicate 
to hiB Majesty but, at she mu feasible It would giro him 
pain and probably excite bis anger she should forbear 
mentioning it, unless he would first swear not to dlrujge h to 
any person." The arrioafty of the king having been thus 
raised, he complied with her request and commanded her 10 
disclose the seaet, though It should rend his heart. Tbe 
treacherous woman replied "Since U Is your poihlro 
command, I shall obey and however repugnant to roy 
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teelings, must inform } our Majest), that Ghyas Addeen not 
only plots against the life of m} sons, but has even the 
audacity to talk of deposing his father — Let me advise 
)ou, as your sincere friend, to avert the mischief he 
intends, either by sending him to prison, or by depriving the 
pupils of his e\es of their visual powers, render him incapable 
of effecting his flagitious schemes ” — It was with difficulty 
the king could restrain himself during the speech but when 
finished, he said to her, “Treacherous and subtle woman 1 
are }0U not ashamed thus to evince your ingratitude to 
Heaven, for having bestowed on 3 'ou the blessing of a 
numerous famil},*" (many of w’hom are advanced to manhood, 
and are the pride of their parents,) thus to envy your partner 
m my bed the consolation of one only son, that thou 
seekest his destruction Begone 1 I W'lll not hear thee more ” 


Although the king did not communicate the conversation 
he haa held with his wife to Ghyas Addeen, the youth was 
suspicious of the machinations of his step-mother , and one 


Ghyas Addeen 
engages in open 
rfcbelhon, 


day, under pretence of going to hunt, he 
made jits escape to Sunergong, and. 
engaged in open rebellion He was shortly 


enabled to collect an army, at the head of which he advanced 


towards Pundua' The first day he encamped at Sunarcote, 


and on the second day at Gualpareh The king having also 
advanced to meet the rebels, found them at this place. A 
general engagement ensued, in which, although Ghyas 


^ In the East, from the most ancient times, women have 
been held in high estimation who gave birth to a number 
of children. 
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Addcen had given poiUlve orders to the troops not to injure- 
Tbe Wnft roort*!!/ fsitbor the king was unintentionallj' 

wooiMle^ mortally wounded but as goon as the son 
was Informed of this untoward event, he 
hastened to bii father g presence and taking his head in his 
lap shed tears oi repentance and hnmbly besought the old 
man s forgiveness The king then opened big eyeg, and said 
My business Ig finished \ may your dominion be prosperous 
after which his soul took lu flight to the other world, 

Sekundar Shah reigned somewhat more than nine years, 

and was killed In the rear 760 
A.D 1367 •' ' ’ 


SULTAN GHYAS ADDEEN 


Ghyaj Addeen sveends th Tbron * — Comrnandj the eyes of his 
half bnxhers to be end rated>»Hii attention to the das ad 
njinistratwin of the Laws— Anecdote of h»s three favounie 
iConcabtnef— and of the celebrated Poet Hafir 


The Prince, leaving some officers to attend the burial of 
bis father hastened to Pondua, where he 
A,D 1367 ImmedUlely mounted the throne The 
first act of hlg government was to seize his hall brothers 
whose eyes he ordered to be eradicated and sent to (heir 
mother ' 

After this cruel act of self preservation ( as U U considered 
by Orienul politicians, ) Ghyai Addccn 
Is said to have ruled with great justice 
end moderation la proof of nhleh 
the following anecdote ts related of him 
One day while the king was amusing 
hlmieU In the practice of archery one of hli arrows by chance 


Anecdote of the 
Sultan t attention 
to the due ad 
ministration 
of the I^ws, 
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wounded a boy, th'^ son of a^'widow The' woman immediately 
rehdifed tb thb tribunal of the 'cazy,' SuVaje-Addeen, and 
■demanded justice The judge was confounded, hnd said to 
himself, If I summon the king to my court, I shall ruh the 
risk of of being disobeyed and if I pass over his ‘ trans- 
gression, I shall be one day summoned before the court of 
"God, to answer for my' neglect of duty." — After much 
reflection, he ordered one of the officers to go and summon 
the king to answer ’the complaint of the wbihan. The 
cifficer, dreading to enter abruptly the palace with such an 

I 

order, considered on some means to get introduced into the 
presence of the king At length he ascended the mineret ' of 
the mosque adjoining the palace, and at an improper hour 
called the people to prayers. , The king hearing his Apice, 
-ordered -some of his guards to bring before him the ,man who 
thus made a mockery of religion -f. 

When the officer was introduced into the royal presence, 
he- briefly related the circunistance, ,,and concluded by 
summoning his Majesty to the caey’s tribunal. The king 
instantly arose, and concealing a short sword under his gar- 
ment, went before ,the cazy, who, far from paying ^ him any 
mark of ^respect, said to him with a tone of authority, You 
have wounded the son of this, poor widow , you must ^therefore 
■immediately make her an adequate compensation, or, suffer 
the sentence of the law.” The king made, a bow, and, 
turning to the woman, gate her such a sum of money as 
satisfied her* after which he Said, "Worthy judge, the 
complainant has forgiven me." The cazy,’asked'the woman 
if such was the fact, and if she was satisfied . to which the 
woman having assented, was dismissed. The cazy then came 
down from his tribunal^ and made his obeisance to the king ; 

I '‘t f ^ I ' I 

-who drawing the sword from beneath his garment, 'said, 
S 
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"Caif In obedlenc* to joar c<?tnnund ,a*- tbo expoopdofLof 
the Sacred law I came jnatsntly to yqpr tribunal , but |f J |xad, 
found thpt 70a doriated In the tmallett degtee fromuHs 
ordinances^ I swear that whh this sword I would hare 
your < I return t|uutks to God that matter* thus 
happily terminated, and that I have In my dominions a judge 
who acknowledges no authorj^ superior to the law — ^The 
}adgo, taking up the scourge, said, ‘ I also swear by thy 
almighty God, that If you had ^not complied with the Injunc 
donsjof the law this scourge ahonld hate made ^onr back 
black; pnd blue 1 It has been^t^^y of trial for us both."— jTho 
king jns much^ pleased,^and handsomely rewarde^l the 
upnght judge. ^ i sij j 

^ Ghydi Addeen was of k gay and 1 cdnrfrlaldlfjiosltion 
hdt, ai ohe'perlod of bis rel^ haring for lomeiline Isbonred 
nnder a severe ilioeas, he despilred of life, and therefore 
madehh will In It he directed that three 'of his firirarile 
concubines, whose names were The Cyfrttt The Jim and 
The Ttih^ should wUh bis body after his decease The 
king %oon after recorcred but the other women Of the 
seraglio envious of the fikiurites conferred on Ihtsfc ladles 
the opprobriotutltlo ol Gho'ssaly of the dead) In 

conse^Uehce of^ which the faronrltci complained to the king 
who '‘after musing for* 'iotnctlmc uttefed the following 
oilemfiorary hemtsilch 

Cup-bearer I let ta sing the praises of lb* Cypress, 0 © Rose 
ondthcTnCp— ^ in m ( 

» j r 1 » 1 

but, after screril ittctnpts be^coold not finish the verse nor 
could any of the poets of bis court wrltc^ an ode on the 
subject to bis satUfsction^_^"^e therefore wrote the hcmliUcb, 
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and sent it, accompanied with a valuable present, by the hands 

sp'ecial "messengeV lo^ the celebrated 
Of the celebrated f ct. <r<L 

Poeti^afz of Shiraz in Persia. The messenger 

I was also authorized to offer the ,poet any 

K , ' j i , , it I V I I ,li 

terms that might induce,, him to proceed and reside at the 
court of Bengal^ It,is said, ^that, as soon ^as the, messenger 
arrived in Shiraz, the poet, without having been informed of 
an) of the circumstances, but as if by inspiration, spoke, 
extemporary, “ the other* hemistich , — the sense of which is, 

i'’ " . j t ^ ■( 1 j 1 ^ i ' ii. .1 

" Let these joyful tidings be carried lo the ^ three, ch,armirig 
Ghossalehs." 

After which he finished the ode, still to be found in his 
Diwan, each versd of w'hlch thrminates with the words, “ Jtfy 
Riivud ” and in the last verse, he says, 

' _ ‘I i ^ ‘l , 1.' I ' ’! _ < f ' 

" Hafiz ' why conceal the ddsireithat possesses-you, of visiting 
Sultan .Ghyas Addeen it is your business to complain.'df ther>d|s- 
tance that separates )ou.’l 1 . j-,, _ 5 n '‘j 

But, as' Hafiz was indiffbrerit to a^l’ worldly pursuits, and was 

besides afraid of undertaking 'so long a voyage, he declined 

the king’s generous ‘offer.*’ . u' , > 

' GhyaS^ Addeen '\va^ ‘a fellow-^siudent of the * celebrated 

saint Cuttub ul Aalum , the> both studied theolog^ underf 

Hamidaddeen, the hermit of Nagore 
A D I ^7*^^ • •* ■ — ^ 

(Birbhoom) He reigned with much re- 

rputation SIX years .addl/sofneAnionths, and died in the 


year 775 
<ia. 




1 T 


-L, 




' '’'^^‘'•^SSe'^he Memoi^’^ol HtLfiz*^-'-in'‘p” 9'.); of the^ DeUypllv^ 
^aialogde'of {T ippob^^iiltan’^ LtWd^y ' > " « I’r , u>T ‘ittU . , 
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^rrrf * 1 / jn i 1 j i it jfi3 tj / ,t i n**. ‘ lu 

f ,addeen sultaNj assUlateen 

Wben the loul ot G^iyw Addeen h»d ttken iu flight to the 
^OierwoMd,*^ nobl^i pUced hU sfan^ Slcf Addeen on the 
^oife, with *t 6 e loftf title of kln^ of\lbgfc ''Thli prince wm 
of ft^generous,^coun^eouK, end ^tunane Bltposltlob*^ be di»- 
^ ^ ^ t^ii>cd not the qafet ht| ^nel^ghbiiur* by 

I i ambition but rnlcd Bengal ^ceably 

and unmolcated for ten jeart, and died 
ta the' year 785 > f 


m" j?,SHUMfe ADDEfiN IL 

On the death of Soltao Aasulateen, the nobles raised 
to the throne hu adopted ton, a youth of very Inferior 
talentt,' who took the title of Sbums Addeen ibe Second 
For little more than two years be enjoyed a traaqoU reign 
^ but at the exphahoo of that period kanis 

A. D 138^ ^ romlndar of Bbetomicb, rebelled 

agalntt him and the youth being unsupported by the 
Mohammedan Chiefs, was defeated and lost bis life in the 
year 787 » r 


I ill 

f RAJA KANIS. ( 

Immediately after the above mentioned event the 
temlndar, having assumed the title of Raja, advanced to 
I>andua, where he was greeted by the Hindoos at the restorer 
of their Religion and Sovereign of Bengal , hot after being 
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seated ori'the throne, he found that the IVto^amniedans ' ih his 
donainidhs were so numerous, and so ’much superior in 
bra\ ety to hisiiatural subjects, that he judged it requisite to 
treat tnem with mildness and affability * he therefore ^llo'wed 
many of the Afghan Chiefs to retain their estates, and .granted 

- , pensions I to .the learned and devout of 

A. D, 1392.' ' ' ^ 

,j ^ , that religion. By these means he. enjoyed 

a ^qiiiet and peaceable reign of se^en years, and. died \n the 

jear 794 ^ 

Raja I^nis had so well ingratiated himself with . the 
Mohammedans, that, after his death, they claimed him as one 
of the Faithful^ and disputed with the 'Hindoos whether^ his 
bod} should be buried according to their rites, or be turned j 
on the funeral pile - ' ' 

During the reign of Raja Kams, the city of Pundua was 
much extended and celebrated In the East, and the temples 
of idolatr} again raised their heads' .) 


CHIBTMUL SULTAN JELAL ADDEEN. 


/ f' 


Some.histonans have related, that dating the lifetime of 
Raja Kams, his eldest son named Chietmul, Whilst' a’ boy, nvas 
deprived oh his caste by*' the celebrated -Mohammedan 
hermit or saint, "named Cuttub-ul-Aalum, throwing the betle- 
leaf _ which, he had chewed into the child’s mouth, and 
bestowing on him the title’ of Jelal Addeen (.Glory of 
Religion) Other writers have affirmed, that he Avas converted 
afteV his succession" tb the throne but the _ probability is, 

( ^ 7 ji -I* 

that he" was the offspring of a Mohammedan concubine 
and being the eldest or only son of the Raja, the* Hindoos 
had acquiesced m his elevation to throne, in order to prevent 
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tl^ eyils tttOTdIng b dlipijtpdj,taccfj*Ion»* in which, tnccpjt* 
■jtoqM have been i^oubtful^jM tl^ pijflc^wtjuld^ corttinly, htvc 
by lall |the^^olupnme^i nnmben and 

]7tBvpiy jrp^ TC17 formidable. ^ tj t , 


^^^TVhatWr “tiity have ' been tKo citaie of the ’prince a 
^batidohlng'the i^olitary of th^ Hindool.^ he proved (ilmtelf 
h^teklouj ^dlatiple of tW Mnaiflloian faith for having Inriied 
thd telebiktfcd Shalkli Zahed fnJta Sonergoiig' be consulted 
hhn on all hit tplritaal affalra, and resigned b\t conscience 
tWhU'dlrectloh J 

ono dc roif b f n ' 

rtil Addpen remored ^gatn the seat pf govemmdit from 
to Goar and expenfled large sorai of money !o 
Impro^ng that dtj The mosque baths reservoir and 
caiHvanselr^ distinguished by the name of Jeliliy* were all 
constructed by him This prince ruled with great equity 
and jastice and after an nndlsturbed 
A. D 7409. reign of eighteen yean, died at Gour in 
the year 81* 

To persons i usaeqaaloted with the blstorybf India, It may 
appear extraordinary that the Sovereigns of Bengal should 
bave remained for so maoy years andlsturbed In their 
poasesslon of that country but upon a reference to the 
History of j Hindooftan It will be discovered that during the 
jitriod above mentioned, the empire of Dehly was tom 10 


f 

^ * Charles WnkJns, L L. D Ubnrian to the Ean India 

Company is about to publish an elegenl set of Engrarlngi of 
ibc of Gout, whkh win evince the former grandeur 

of the ancient c^ty and form a valuable accorapinlmcot 10 
tills work. 
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pieces by an ambitious aristocracy, and that the Emperor 
retaih'ediEAtlfiihore'than the name. It was 
^ D 1398. ^ affairs that thn cele- 

brated Tartar conqueror, Timour, 0/ Tainprlane,*^ m ^’e year 
^pi, invaded India, ^ and it is rather , surprising that he shopld 
have met with any ppposition, than , that he should so easily 
have defeated the, weak Mohammed the third, and -his 
pusillanimous vizier o 

The following extract from tjiat History will fully 
eliicidate the subfe'ct —“During the misfortunes and con- 
fii^ioh of the'^empue, the Subahs (Gbvernors) bad rendered ' 
themselves mdependeht in theif ^bvernihents Guzerat was 
Seized upon by Azim ; Malwa by Dilawer, Kannougel.^Oude. 
Kurrah; and Jbanpore,"by Khoja Jehan -(commonly' called 
king of the East) , Lahore, Debalpore, Moulian,' by Khizer ; 
Samana by Ghalib , Biana by Shums , Mdhaba by Mohamm- 
ed ( the' son of Mallik and grandson of the Emperor Ferose), 
and so on with regard to the ‘other provinces thTe governors 
asserting i their own'- independence,' and styling theih’selvei 
.(Mulook) kings ” • ' u ' 


1 • 


1 ' r 




* See Dow’s History, ^commencement of Vor’II 
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I AHMED SHAH 

I Jii 1 1 

Ahmed Shah ao ccee da to the throoc^His tefritcr y fovaded by 
SuJtao ibraium of Joanpcre— ^ofkrts the protecdoo o^’ibe court 
of Heraat— ETtract froin Shab Rookh m Letter prohJbhintr SuIUp 
I braloim from molestmg the King of Bengal— «The Tartar Monarch 
aenda’an ambassador to the Coart of Gbor- who Is aftera'anb 
shipwrecked on the Coast of MaJOur 

The oldest of Jelal Addeen a sou succeeded In the year 
dr 2 to the throne without any opposition 

A D 1409, 

Be walked to the footsteps of hii father 
and administered jastIce{to his subjects with impartialUy 
Insomnch that the followers of Mohammed and the wor 
shippers of Idol vied bi their attachment to hJi person. 

Bming the reign of thU prince. Saltan Ibrahim of Joan 
pore * 1. Invaded Bengal with a nomeroos army, and 1 
after plundering sereral of the districts carried away many of 
the Inhabitants as iltvet Ahmed Shah finding himself 
unable to contend with so formidable an adversary vhdse 
power In fact exceeded that of the feeble representative of 
monarchy at Dehly sent an ambassador to Shah Rookh, the 
son of Tlmour who although residing at Herat (In Perth) 
wu considered as the emperor of Hindooitan to tolict his 
protection and interference. 

The ambamdor was received b) the Tartar monarch 
with much boooor and on bit taking leave was accompanied 
by Abdul Kcrcem Hajy who »u furnished with a letter to 

* The court of Joanporc, during the forty yean reign of 

Saltan Ibrahim far eclipsed that of Debly and was the resort 
of all the learned men of the East. 
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Sultan Ibrahim, j threatening .'him with the. most . eiemplary- 
vengeance ^i£ he did not immediately release all theicaptlveSy 
and peremptorily prohibiting him from ever again molesting- 
the king of .Bengal “ .. ■ 

, ^Sultan Ibrahim received the letter^ with much* respect,, 
and whether from.^read of S^iah Rookh’s^ivengeahcej'-or being- 
constantly , occupied by.^is^contests with j the neighbouring- 
Chiefs, never afterwards invaded Bengal — As the Letter is a 
curious specimen of the pompous style of , the East, i is here- 
subjoined. j , 

hxtract'of the E7nperor 'SIlAH RObKH'S Letter to 
Skltan IBRAHIM ^HEREKY of Joantore ' ’ 

“As soon as this mandate (to which the whole world is, 
“subject, and the universe obedient) shall arrive, iin the space’ 
“of one day, collect all the Mohammedan captives, andcother 
“persons belonging to that, country (Bengal), and ■ having 
“delivered them , over to their respective lords ' procure -a, 
“certificatevof the fact signed and sealed by the cazies and send 
“it immediately to the foot.^of the Imperial throne-" And be 
“assured,ft;hat if, you use an)*? delay, or are in the smallest degree; 
“neglectful of this^order, We will issue our Irapenalitmandate-'^ 
“to our?n\ost illustrious son Sultan Mahmood king of Cabul, 
“and to our Governors pf Khotelan, of Ghizne, Kandahar, and 
“Gurmseir, to proceed (to India), and so severely punish you, 
“that at shall, serve as an example, for others. ' If this shall ndt 
“be sufficient, We will ifesue our orders to our general* Ferolse 
“Shah, to march w ith the armies of Khorassan, alui?mflict ven- 
“geance on you * - And if ithis shall not suffice. We will ’send* 
“our mandate to our most noblb son Shums Addeen * Mondm- 
“m6d, to advance with" the troops to Arhuhg, Pyrai, Kiind- 
“diz, and Bakelan, to chastise you If this shall have nO effect; 
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twr' b/aVo Wd WddHtftu too Bi>t:»tcgiir 
‘Behttdorto intrch With the fok«rlrf BlbJl/Saiy Maritidfenn 
'Tabberi*t*n,Goricke, and JIUn and thui Voider yoa Iciulbitj 
‘of your crime* and impotence. But If you ilJll conUnao lo 
‘perrevereilnyonr'ktrociooa conduct, We 'will t:ofciiri 4 n 6 oar 
‘^auguit aon Saltan Ibrahfm to mow with ’ihe armfe* of Iric 
*‘AiwbiJanj Bagdad, -and thiTRitricti'bf Arabia Ho Mpahde your 
*‘»ouI from Its body And it they •hall not be ablelo effect Ihit 
our puTpott, We will signify our Roj^ will lo bur mow 
beloted and rictorioo* *on Ulug Beg Goorgan to proceed 
**wlth aD the tqoadrone ^f Toorkiftan, and either tear you 
‘to pieces or bang op your body to be eaten by the crowa * 

In return for this compllmeot the Tartar monarch, despatched 
•Mohuu Abdul Kebeem as bi* ambassodor to the coort of Gour 
After a residence of tome month* hi Bengal the ambassador 
haring been Joined by Abdul Eereem Hsjy from Joanpur 
proceeded by sea towards Ormux, but on their arrival on the 
coast of Mabbar they were shipwrecked In the vicinity of 
Calicut, where they were hospitably received and entertained 
by the-Zamorio who la couseqaence of Ibelr representation of 
the magnlfi'wnce and power of Sbab Kxx)kh was Induced to 
■vend an envoy along wHh them to the court of Herat 

It to repay thii compliment, that Shah RooklP sent lo 
the year of tbc Hejira 846 ibo celebiated 
A D mi, MiIoIim Abdul Rtz»c to Cllkul, whenm 
he was Invited to Bijenigur , of which kingdom be ha* given 
a minute and eqtortalnlng account In the MnlUa AtsetJiiu-f 

* JV ^ Tbc Letter is taken from Fcrisbtah but the 
of the cmbsssy are confirmed lo the 
Atsanmt a veir elegant Ptrslan Hlnory of Shah Rookb 
presented lo the nASt India Company by General KlrkpatUck 
f An Interesting account of this embassy may be found be 
in the Amtrnal /Uitfic Jitgititr vf ttco 
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Nothing more interesting occurs m the history of the reign 
of 1-^tnWd'^Vi^r ‘"Which lasted eighteen 
A, D. 1426 years, and was terminated by his death in 


th'e'year'Ssb.'i'’^^ 


O v’l »-* 


Mis -mSIRSHAH. 

r 1 } ,-Jf /Cl ) ‘ , , MtI 1 . 3 

jA-hmed ^Shahf not having ■ left ‘anV' son rto ihhen this 
■dominions, rojne ofi his slavei-named' iNThsif, shined upon the 
( K ■■ c' government','* ‘blit the oth^r Chiefs, disdam- 

‘ . ing'/to submit to his authofityi aUhe end 

■of eightidays put him to'death,*and raised to'the'throne a youth 
who was a descendant of Il)’as Khaje Siiltah’ Shums Addeen 
Bhengara,* on whom they cbnfei'red the'tifle^bf ^hsir Shah. 

. Pirthe unexpected elfevation of this prince 't6%e sovereignty 
all the adherents of the Bhengara family and many other 
zealous Moharamedaiis, who 'during the reigns of the 
Hindoo dynasty had lived m retirement now assembled round 
the throne, and gave to it such stability, that Nasir Shah 
•enjoyed a long and undisturbed reign , 

This prince constructed the fortifications round the city of 
the gates of which are still in existence , and, the founda- 
tions have been traced over its whole circumference 

. -iv.' o Naslr^,Shah departed thi^f.hfe m the 

^ ‘457 o o/: 

u ' - year 862 __ . 


' j f See p 95 


t- A corrfect plan of the city is deposited m the! East-India 
-Houses and will probably .be given to the public by Dr. Wilkins 
along with the engravings of -the Rums ofi Gout mentioned m 

p iOpv I *■ ' > - C I <' O ’ 
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t ,l .BARBEK'SHAH . 

k > 

D1 „ 1 J' 

Nailr Shih wu tucceodcd bj bU $on Bariwk Sbtb nbo 
wa* cftcemed a nun of great abllitiM- He was the fint 
prince in Hindooitan who introduced Ab/ulnlan and negro 
Blares into hii service He at ant} period had eight thomind 
of them well motinted and armed In hU army and bating 
by experlenco Sound ihem faithful and altacbed to him, ho 
promoted tereral of /them to high rank and Important ilUa 
tlons. Hi* example was afterwards Jmiiated by the sovereigns 
of Gmerat and the X>ekfcan and many of those people, who 
If they had fallen Into the hands of Europeans, wtonld bare 
been condemned to serrfle dredgery, became the associates 
of princes and goreniors otprorincea. ( 

Barbok Shah died In Sjg after s prosperous I reign of 
seventeen years and was su cc eeded by 
his eldest son Yusuf Shah. 


YUSUF SHAH 

U TOl ) 

As sdon as thH prince bad taken possession <5l the^the 
throne, hei established rules for the strict odmlnlitrallon of 
justice tbrougboot his dominion and having summoned 
the Judges and municipal officers to attend him he Informed 
them that the laws trere to be administered with Impartiality 
to the poor and to the rich, to the weak and to the powerful 
and If be discovered any of them swayed In tbelr decision# 
thber by Urtemt or affection, be would punUh them mo« 
^ertrely He then ordered them to send him a weekly is 
nort of their proceedings and being himself very learned 
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-and .well informed in the law, he 'frequently ^decided on 
■points whjch ,had perplexed the most experienced cazies^and 
moofties After having reigned with much .reputation for 

seven years and- six months, ,ihe depart- 
A D. 1482. ^ 

Yusuf Shah dying without children, the nobles raised to 

» J t i j / 

the throne a youth of the royal family, named Secundar 
Shah; but after .two months, ^finding him incapable of 
governing, they deposed him, and placed^ on the throne his 
■uncle, Futteh Shah. 

c,‘' ^ 1 I. 

f < ■ 

■) . 

n; - FUTTEH SHAH. ‘ ' 

This, prince hs said to have been possessed, of a good 
natural understanding, which he piuch 
A, D. 147a 3. improved by study and finding that the 
Abyssinian slaves, and the eunuchs of the palace, during 
the reigns of his predecessors, had gained too^much influence, 

I 

,and had been guilty of improper practices, he punished 
•some of them severely, and reduced' them all to a leveFwilh 
his other 'servants and subjects.' TThis" conduct of the king’s- 
gave much 'offence to the eunuchs * they seduced the corps 
of guards called Paiks ( infantry, armed with stVords and' 
-spears,) 5,000 of whom daily mounted guard over the palace , 
and one night murdered their master m the seraglio, or 
femele apartments, which their confidential situation in the 
interlor^'of" the ’ palace enabled them’''.to ' effect without 
fm&igdiate discovery. ■ 

It was the' custom of the Court of Bengal, that the old 
guard should wait till the king mounted on the throne in the 
morning.; and after having . saluted >his majesty, jtp march. 
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off and gWe platiii to tii(J na 4 ptard "The Wl&(h¥ 

murder ffftj'PitfcitnKcdaomofeiic forinte ^ii^roifclr' of ffhe- 
king and either Vrtfo, ^ ]&n5t2flffed to' nlbcii inJprltid 
lo iee the chfef^iff&itfrh BaAck^^ajcend the throne jilrewed 
In the royal robe*. i u ) j 

It ha^J^entd ' at‘ th?i period tiilt'^lh ^{be 'V&d:' Kban 
Jeb*n iftd^ Mulfc Xhdtel, ibb At>/»^^tik^^‘^Commiadel‘ fii^ 
chief we^ “detacSyrl fjtjb/^?hc cipfbll 
some refracioiy RaJ’ahi ^nl^thorfi we^ no iSC iiJ ihe- 

city but the Palki , the cotnmaaderi of whTjm^ been 

previously bribed, the eonuch was proclaimed wllhcmt 
oppotlUoo, tmder the thle of Suhin 
A. D I490-1 strfittidah *>TSVi' event happened In the 
year 896 

Tim reign of Tofteh Shab wai seven yeam aad'^il* 


Stll/rAN’ SHAfl^ADEH ^ ‘ 

'l •' i ! 1 f 

Shahxadeh prtxnoteatthe Eunudis— CmpIo>f tb« fortner Vlner 
and MuUti)AiuiWi^jCoTTjtnar\d^ in CJuaf oadeTj an^oath of 
fideDty— iHU tenranti coopted by,thej^jfeT who, wit^ ht*^ com 
panloot (faln^ad^Uuw by mght mio the pijvate apartn^tv 
and aftev much resistance ^murders i|ie , Usurper— The widow of 
Futteh Shah decTines the propose/ to etMic her WanT^Seo to the 
throoe—^f^ Andlel unabimohsiy dfcttd^ eov^ftigtl^ T t: I ( u 
I ji ; ) s T f npo u d n <^111 , i 

SutTAX 5 hahxodeb''ixdn]cHUlely promMed a npmber; of 
bis companions the eunuchs, to the; most 
ji / bn^rfant commands and filled alb the 
oQ^s wUh perscnif of tbcloweit description sup^bting hhat 
they would •be moresnitakhtd to bis igcrreroirient thanrthcr 
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nobility, or persons of 'good family < But not thinking, himself 
sufficiently established in , hisi, authority withoutithe-^concur- 
xence of Khap Jehan the^Vjfiierjpand Mulk *AndieL the ’Com- 
mander-m-chief, he offered, to > confirm them ' in itheir em- 
ployments if the} would take the oath of fealty '^to him * and 
these officers, thinking it would be better to temporize, and 
wait foj a^favourable opportunity of ■ destroying' him, V than by 
opposing him openly, returned to court, and iwere received 
with much 'apparent cordialit}’- < ■ 

Dpnng ipany months, these officers conducted themselves 
with so inuch circumspection^ that .although ' the \ eunuch 
had estat^^ished,-a very ^severe police, rand-iplacedu^pies 
over their, houses,, he i could ,Teceive‘-no intelligence of 
their . harbouring ^ny evil i intentions ^againjst ,hlm\:^s he 
therefore admitted them into the greatest 'degree of favour, 
and reposed entire , confidence in them. This confideneb 
was however , misplaced, for Mulk, Andiel, jhaVing gamed 
over to, j his party one .ojf his countrymen, rfn Abyssinian 
eunuch, who had charge of the sleeping apartments, \Vas ad- 
mitted one^night into the palace with twenty of hiS companions 
when the, Sultan having ^drpssed himself in femaloattire and 
put on all his jewels had seated, -himself op, <the throne^ and 
indulged freel) in^ the pleasures of mu^ic andtjvine j At a date 
hour of jthe night, after ffie^Sul^an had fallep^asleep. m a state - 
of inebriet}', and as^sopn,as ,_the, attendants , retired , the_<blaclr 
eunuch extinguished all fhe^JightSi except one andiadmittei 


Mulk Andiel mtoffie ropm.^ ^ .ili l 

It appears that when Mulk took, the oath, of allegiance, he 

1, )J ,' ■* 1 " J_.U( -Jv' ‘ .r I . - -ri o > 

had sworn that as long as .the S.ultan should -fillTthe, throne he 
would never ^ be^guiJty.,^ot ^any„,aggression j against thim but 
support and defend him . when .therefore, jhe, saw itheiSuItan. 
sitting on the throne his conscience {^upbraided him .ynth the- 



fttetchoTjhc- w« aboot to He «ood foT* lonle time 

wlthi,bia rrord drawn ’ hesitating'* what td^do at reh^ the 
Solun In a fit of ifotorlcatloii, fell oil ibcf flodf < and the -baenul 
reserratidn of the aasaisln being niw lariifie^ he itmck'^hlm 
■with hit rword. JThe blow however only ttnred to route the 
Saltan^ who ttartlag np and being a very powerful man, 
seized Math Andiel tn bit amnO and threw hhn on the 
gronntL In thli tituadon, MtUk Called to his companions to 
come to hit aulitance Yugrith '^an^ a Turk and two 
Abjfiinians, itdmedktely entered but doting the struggle 
between the Saltan and Molk Andfel fhe Dght extinguish 
ed, and Yugrith knew not whom to atslit, or whom be was 
to strike. lAt length Mulk Andiel, who had fast hold of the 
eunuch t long hair and would not let him escape called out 
to itrike without t fear, as be was undermi^ and was well 
shielded bj^the corpulence of hit adremry On tbit In 
tenigesce, Yugrith Khan gave Ihe Sultan terenl cuts which 
so hurt him that be fell on the grouhd, and pretended lo 
be dead. ** 

1 MoUrAndlet tupposiog he had efiected bis purpose retired 
with hll party but after they were gone the black eunlich 
having entered the apartment with a light and seeing the 
Snlfan In sltuatioi] called out, ih counterfeited agony 
that tome traitor had crueQy murdered hli lord and mister 
The Sultan who on the entrance of tbe eunucb bad imagined 
it Was 'Mulk Andiel returned to finish bJi business, was much 
rejoiced to bear the voice of bb supposed faithful serrani 
and making hhn a signal to be quiet, narrated to him all 
tbe drchmttances 'tint had occurred , after which he desired 
him to go to certain ofiicert and to give them positive orders 
to proceed Immediately to the house of Mulk Andiel, and 
bring with them hit bead 
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The eunuch, having promised implicit obedience, went 
to Mulk Andiel, and informed him that he had left his design 
unaccomplished , and that if he ' did not finish it, his own 
existence would very shortly be terminated. 

Mulk Andiel, seeing he had now no hopes of safety 
but in perpetrating the murder, returned to the Sultan’s 
apartments, and in a few minutes finished the atrocious 
deed. He then sent for Khan Jehan the Vizier, and 
consulted with him what (further was requisite to be done. 
The Vizier was of opinion that it would be proper to place 
on the throne the infant son of Futteh Shah ( then only two 
years of age ), and that a person should be nominated to 
administer the affairs of government during his minority. 
Mulk Andiel havmg acquiesced in this proposal, he immediately 
summoned all the other Chiefs , and on his obtaining their 
assent, they all repaired to the apartments of the widow of 
Futteh Shah, where, in a respectful manner, they informed her 
of their determination , and requested her to nominate a 
proper person to be the guardian of her child 

The widow alarmed at the invidious situation in which the 
nomination of a regent might place her, and reflecting on the 
distant prospect of her son succeeding quietly to the throne 
m so unstable a government, replied, that, on the murder of 
her husband, she had made a vow to God, that whatever 
person revenged his death should have her suffrage to be 
king. 

This sentiment was probably expected by the Chiefs , and 
Mulk Andiel, although an Abyssinian slave, was unanimous- 
ly elected to be their monarch. 

The reign of the eunuch ‘ Sultan Shahzadeh was barely 
eight months. 


9 
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SULTAN FEROSE SHAtf FiERSHY 

When the AfaftslnUn, hfoik Andfel wta elected to the 
^ ^ Roverelgnty of Beng«I he tntimed the title 

of Feroto SIuh« »nd governed hli fubjecu 
with Btrfct Jiutlce lUid montficent liberality 

Aj fcTnlk Andlel, daring the long period that he had »erv 
ed In the armlei of Barbeh Shah and Futteb Shah, bid 
frequently given proofi of hla valonA tod skill In war wu well 
tupported by a niimeroui body of hit own countrymen and 
beloved for hit generoiity by the common people and 
soldiery none of the Afghan or Turklih Cbleli dared to rebel 
agalott him 

The following anecdote of his liberality Is tbns related 
On some public occasion the king having ordered a T^c 
(tooooo) of rupees to bo distributed to the poor the 
ministers thought he was too profuse of the public treasure 
which might probably arise from hli little knowledge of the 
value of money or th^ amount he had ordered they there- 
fore piled ibe money in one of the apartments through 
which be was to pass in hope that be would notice it and be 
surprised at the quantity of silver ^\^len the king entered 
the apartment and saw iho beap of money lying there be 
asked wbat it was and on being told it wu the sum be had 
that rofvrjJBg ordered to be ^ven lo the poor he said la 
this ail ? It is too tittle gfvT them double the quantity The 
ministers were astoi>lifaed at his prodigality but were obliged 
to conform to hli wishes 

The remains of a mosque a minaret, and a reservoir 
which Ferose Sbsb conitrocted are still 

A-D Mjf seen al Goar — lie reigned nearly 


MAHMOOD SHAH. 


When Ferose Shah departed from this transitory world, 
the nobles raised to the throne his eldest son, with 
the title of Mahraood Shah ; but the Vizier, Hebsh Khan, 
originally an Abyssinian slave, left to his master nothing but 
the name of king This conduct gave much offence to the 
other Abyssinians , and under pretence of relieving the prince 
from a galling yoke, one of them, named Siddee Budder 
Dewaneh, assassinated the Vizier and having thus mounted 
the hrst stage of the ladder of ambition, he shortly after 
murdered the king, and ascended the throne 

The period of Mahomood Shah’s nominal reign was 
one year 

Hajy Mohammed Candahary has stated, m his History, 
that Mahmood Shah was not an Abyssinian, but the infant 
son of Futteh Shah, whose pretensions his mother had resigned 
m favour of Mulk Andiel, as has been before related. 


MUZDFFIR SHAH. 

Siddee Budder Dewaneh mounted the throne m the year 
goo, and assumed the title of Muzuflir 

A D 149S. 

Shah He commenced his reign with the 
murder of several of the Turkish nobility He afterwards 
marched his armies against some of the tributary Hindoo 
princes and having seized them, put then to death, and 
.plundered their estates In short, there was no species of 
cruelty or oppression that this tyrant did, commit till at 
A c length, m the year 903, all the Chiefs, 

• • headed by the Vizier, Syed Hussein. 

•Sherief of Mecca, rebelled against hipi, and besieged him in 
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tUs caplttl but MaxQ& Sbah, htvlDg In bit terrlce s corpx 
of ^,000 well mormted Abjstiniaiit, and 25,000 Afghan and 
Bengal troopt, defended the dtj of Gour for foor monlbe 
with great reeolotlon and erhenever he nude pritonert of 
onj of the rebels, he took pleasure in beheading them himself. 
The nambef of persons be Is said to hare put to death Id 
this manner Is Incredible. 

At length tfalnklag himself able to contend with bis 
adrersories In the held, he marched oat of the city and engag 
ed them. A bloodf battle ensued In which MosnffirSnoh 
lost his life and the plains bf Goar were strewed with s6,ooo 
of the slain The reign of this oppressor of the human race 
was three years and fire months. 

Sach Is the accotmt of this erent given by Hsjy hroham'* 
med Condshory In his History bat l^lam Addeen states, that 
Shah being nnlrersolly detested by the nobles, the- 
Yider Syed Hasseln, entered Into a conspiracy with them 
and bs^og gained over to (heir purty the Commandant of the 
corps of Folks, sixteen of them entered the apartment of the 
tyrant at night, sad put him to death without any oppoilllon 
One of the mosqa^ stni standing at Gour wu buht by this 
I impious tyrant. 
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Ala Addeen elevated to the throne — His ongin— Permits 
"Gour to be plundered by his own army— Regulates the troops, and 
■firmly establishes his government — Successfully invades the king- 
dom of Assam —attempts the conquest of Kamroop and adjoining 
-countries — The Rajas retire to their mounatin-fastnesses till the 
rainy season, when the Sultan’s forces are obliged to retire with 
immense loss— The Sultan applies himself to the improvement of 
his kingdom — Erects many public buildings, and encourages the 
Learned and Devout — The king of Joanpore seeks refuge at the 
"Court of Bengal— The Emperor Sekunder subdues Behar, and 
prepares for the invasion of Bengal— Ala Addeen sends his son 
with terms of peace, and treaty is concluded— Dies after a 
'peaceable reign of twenty-four years. 

On the death of the Abyssinian, Muzuffir Shah, the Chiefs 
elected to the throne another foreigner, 
A. D. 14S9 ^ jjjQjg noble race. This person: 

was a descendant of the prophet Mohammed and had quitted 
the sandy desert of Arabia to improve his fortune in the 
fertile region of Bengal His illustrious descent first introduced 
him into the Court of Gour, where his superior abilities 
^oon raised him to the high dignity of first subject of the 
empire. The oppressions and brutal temper of Muzuffir 
made him a rebel, and fortune made him a king 

As Syed Hussein, during the period that he acted as pnme 
minitster to his predecessor, had given many proofs of his 
ability and general benevolence, all the Chiefs, of whatever 
tobe, concurred in opinion that he was the most worthy person 
to fill the throne ; and he, in return, granted them the 
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extraordinary prWIeffo of plaruJerlng the dtj of Gout for a 
proscribetl periods* 

On the elevation to the throne, he ts wd to have taken 
the title of Ala Addeen Shenef Mecca bnt the author of tbe 
AnnlaUtn rtates, that, In all the Injcriptlonj on the monu 
mesti about Gonr he b rtyled Uuaseln Shah and inppotes that 
his ^tfacT or tome of hb on ce a t o n might have been Sberlef 
of Mecca , and that the aon, throngh famllj pride may have 
lued the title hnproperiy It la however certain, that, on hU 
hut arrival In Bengal he wat for some time in a very homble 
aftnatlon , bat the caxy of Chandpore having been Informed of 
bia Qlastrioai deacent, gave him hb dangfater tn marriage and 
hitTodaced him Into the aervlce of hlnzuiQr Shah 

The privilege of plonderiog the dty having been cajrried 
further t>Mo the Syed Intended be ordered the aoldlery after 
aome dayt, to detUt bat finding hb orderi dliobeyed be 
caused twelve tboosand of them to pat lo death, and sebed 
all froits of their rapine. 

At that period it was costomary amongst the rich 
inhabitants of Bengal, to have a number of golden dbhcs on 
their tables , and the d^ree of respect dae to any person 
was estimated by the qoanti^ of piste he dbpbyed upon 
public occasions on which accotint, the quantity of gold 
and silver regarged by the plunderers, Is said to have been 
immense. 

One of the first acts of Ala Addeen t government was to 


* The rich iohabitanti of Gout being principally Hindoos 
the pious Syed thought the) were fair plunder although hit 
own subjects. Tbb may be considered as a specimen of a 
bigoted Mohammedan gorcmmcni. 




reduce the corps of Paiks,* who had so frequently assisted 
m dethroning their sovereigns after which he raised a regi- 
ment, denominated SerAungs, - to mount guard over his 
person He also dismissed the whole of the Abyssinan 
troops and they, having lost their reputation in Hindoostan 
by their frequent acts of 'disloyalty and treachery, could not 
obtain service either at Joanpore or Dehly, and were 
therefore compelled to proceed to Guzerat and the Dekkan, 
where they procured employment, and afterwards became 
very conspicuous under the appellation of Siddees f 

After these arbitrary but salutary acts, Ala Addeen ruled 
with strict justice , but for the better security of his person, 
he made the Fort of Akdala the seat of his residence. 
Being himself of noble descent, he encouraged and patro- 
nised persons of good family, and reduced some of the late 
reigns to their original nothingness Having by these means 
introduced a number of Syeds, Moghuls, and Afghans into his 
-service, his government became firmly established ; and the 
tributary Rajas, as far as Orissa, paid implict obedience to 
his commands 5 nor was there a single rebellion or insurrec- 
tion during his reign 


A number of descendants of these Paiks were settled in 
the Midnapore district and had lands assigned to them, 
on condition to defending the country against all invaders 
and marauders but the English Government not requinng 
their services, and wishing to put them on a footing with 
their other subjects, they were much dissatisfied for a con- 
siderable period and caused frequent disturbances between 
the years i790,and 1800 

+ See Orme’s Htsiorical Fragvimts Index. 
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The Sn hin after regolatfo^ hit ovn kingdom began to 
aiplro to foreign conqaeiu. Ho In consequence aeacmbled 

_ , ft nomoroot army and Invaded the king 

K amr oo p afalo 

DBncces«f liyii^ docQ of Acsam sitmted to the nortb^eaat 
’*^*’** of Bengal Having overrun that country 
and acquired moch plnodcr he turned bli arms agafnit the 
Rajaa of Kamroop and the coootrfea Iring-’at the foot of 
the northern moontainf, dlftlngolahed by the general name 
ofTurryana ftcd, on taking poawaalon of many of their 
forti eftabllihed garrifloQi therein after whlch^ harbg 
Appointed hla aon to be governor of the conquered dlitricu 
he returned to hie capttft) 

It haa ever been the ayatemadc policy of the prlncei 
of Tnnyant to rellnqulih the level couniry to the bvad 
era, and retire ^^ith their fatnftlet and efTecu to fartnetaea 
in the mountalna, ontil the aetilog In of the raini when* the 
roadi being rendered fmpaaiable for in army by Inondatlon 
and torrentfl from the hllla, they cut off all auppliea of prori 
sloua, and either atsrve (heir opponent! Into a caphoUllon 
or force them to retreat under the greiteit ditadvantigea. 

This syftem wa« now put In practice and the aon of 
the Sultan wm compelled to make a bamiUttiog retreat 
with the loas of half hla army 

After this unauccevalul atteroph the Sultan built an exten 
tive fort on the banka of the BettJah River ( the Guoduk ) 
to defend hla own terrltorlea from Invasion and occupied 
hlmaelf In promoting the population of hit country and In 
icttprovlog the iltuitlon of hla aubjecti He buFIt public 
moaquea and bosphala in evefy district, and aettled pentlont 
on the learned and de^‘out Amongst the numerous Iniiances 
of his ple^ be settled a grant of lands for the support of the 
tomb college and hospital of the celebrated saint Kuitobnil 
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Alum, which are continued to this day ; and every year made 
-a pilgrimage on foot, from Akdala to Pundua, to visit the 
holy shrine of that saint 

In the early part of this reign, Shah Hussein, king of 
Joanpore, who for many years contended for the empire of 
Hindoostan with Sultan Beloli,* having suffered reiterated 
defeats, fled before the arms of Sekunder, and sought protec- 
tion in Bengal He was most hospitably and honourably 
received by Ala-Addeen, who assigned him a pension and 
establishment suitable to his former dignity, which were conti- 
nued to him during his life. The tomb of this prince is still 
'in good preservation m the vicinity of Gour j 

The emperor Sekunder having, m the year 905, subdued the 
province of Behar, which for several years 
had been dependant on Joanpore, and was 
the last of the possessions of the king of the East, advanced 
the banners of hostility against Bengal , but on his arrival at 
Tuglickpore ( or Cutlickpore ) in Behar, he was informed 
that the prince Daniel, son of Ala Addeen, was on the way 
to meet him, with overtures of amity from his father The 
Emperor, being also desirous of peace, that he might be 
-enabled to return to Dehly, halted at this place, and sent 
forward two noblemen to meet and confer with the prince. 

The plenipotentiaries met m the town of Bar , and in 
a few days concluded a treaty, the terms of which were, that 
the emperor should retain Behar, Tirhoot, Sircar Sarun, and 
all the other countries he had subdued, provided he did' not 
invade Bengal , and that neither party should support, or m 
any manner assist, the enemies of the other The treaty 
having been ratified by both monarchs, the Emperor returned 

^ See History of Hindoostan, A D 1478. 
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towirds Dehlj After thU event, AU Addeen enjoyed n 
pacetblo and happy reign, beloved by hlf subjecti, and 
^ P reipected by hli nelghbcmr*, and died at 

Gout In the year gjj having reigned 

twenty fonr yeaii 


NUSSERIT SHAH, COMMOhLY CALLED 
NASEEB SHAH 

Ntmcrit Shah efected to the throne — Huraine condoet tohu" 
Brother*— Irrvades Tirhoot er^d Hejypofe — Gfvti protectloa to 
Mahmood Lody aod other Afghan Clueli— &farrks the Daughter 
of the late Sultan Ibrahim— Exatev the jealouJ> cd the Moghol 
Emperor Raber— Mahmood and the Afghan Chiefs deltaled by 
Babe r — On the death of the MoghoJ Emperor the Afghab Chiefs 
i B Co eer sereral province*— Numrft aasaasbiated— BoMlogs 
erected by him at Goor 

The deceased klag left eighteen tons the eldest of 
whom Nosierlt Sbth being a person of 

A D i53t 

acknovledged bravery and superior talents, 
was chosen by the Cliiers to be their monarch As a proof of 
the benevolence of bis disposition It Is staled that Instead of 
confining bb brethren or depriving them of their sight, as is 
the common custom of (he East, be treated them isdtb (be 
greatest affection, and doubled the tllonrances granted them by 
their father 

The distracted state of the court of Dchly occasioned by 
the approach of the Moghub under the celebrated Baber 
presenting a favourable opporunlty of recovering some of the 
districts which had formerly belonged to Bcogtl Nonirit 
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Shah broke the treaty N\hich his father had contracted with the 
emperor Sekunder ; and having invaded Tirhoot, and put the 
Raja to death, he apppointed his son-in-law, Ala Addeen, to the 
government He then proceeded against Hajjpore and having 
subdued it, gave it in charge of another son-m-law, named 
Mukhdoom Alum after which he crossed the Ganges, and took 
possession of the fort and district of I\Ionghir, which he 
entrusted to one of his best generals named Cutlub Ivhan 

When, in the year 932, the emperor Baber defeated and 
slew Sultan Ibrahim, and the empire of 

A. D 1529 

Hindoostan was transferred from the 
Afghan to the l^Ioghul dynasty,*’ many of the Chiefs of the 
former nation sought employment and protection m Bengal , 
e\en Mahmood Lody, the brother of Sultan Ibrahim, was 
compelled to seek refuge at the court of Gour All these 
persons were most hospitably received, and had pensions 
assigned them, suitable to their rank and former situation. 

Mahmood having brought wuth him one of the daughters 
of the late Emperor, the king took her in marriage, and made 
great rejoicings on the occasion This circumstance, added 
^ ^ to the protection afforded to the Afghan 

• *5289 Chiefs, excited the jealousy of the Moghul 
emperor, Baber, who, in the year 935, sent an army under the 
command of his relation Askary, to invade Bengal, but 
Nusserit Shah, having obtained timelj intelligence of his 
intentions, sent an ambassador with costly presents, to de- 
precate the imperial wrath 

Early in the year 936, Mahmood (brother of Ibrahim), 
being previously joined by a number of 
the Afghan Chiefs, made another attempt 


A D. 1529-30. 


^ See History of Hindoostan^ A D 1525-6 
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to recover hb paternal dominion* and adTanced a* far at 
Hederi on the HanV* of the Gan ca. 

The emperor Baber haring abotit the same Ume marched 
from A^ra, the contending armlet met at Hfden bat tnch 
the dread the Afghani bad of Baber^t prowess, and the 
formidable charge of the Moghol cavalry that at toon at the 
Emperor's advanced guard crossed the river they sbamefolly 
tooh to flight, and never baited tUl they bad re*crosted tbe 
river Soane. Mahmood dispirited by hit defeat, retreated 
to Bengal and Nusserit alarmed at the approach of tbe 
llogfault, lent an ambassador to Implore the Emperor’s 
tner^ 

At the rainy teasoa im approaching and the afiain of 
tbe upper prorinces reqalred the pretence of Baber who bad 
advanced u faf at the town of Mooneer (at the month of the 
Soane) he gracioualy condescended to make peace on 
condition that tbe Afghans should remain qaiet, and that 
tbe king of Bengal ihoald no longer give any aalttaDce to 
Mahmood These lermt having been 

A D 1550-1 

ruffled by both monarch* the Emperor 
retomed to Agra, whoro he died In the month of Jammad of 
the following year A- H 937 

The death of Bsbef served as a signal to rouse the 
Afghan Cblefi once more to attempt the recovery of the 
empire. Mahmood the son of Diria Lohanh took possession 
of Behar and Mahmood tbe brother of the emperor Ibrahim 
having collccied an array of hit connlryrocn, Cr»t defeated 
Joneld Buriats the Moghul governor of Joanpore, and then 
took posteislon of that province Sultan Bebidar of Gment 
tl*o advanced at the head of a large force and took the fort 
-of Mlndu, whence he detached an army of 40/500 men to 
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plunder the country, even to the vicinity of Agra, then the- 
residence of the new emperor Humayon. 

Although the king of Bengal, from the pusillanimity of hiEf^ 
disposition, did not take an active part m these scenes, yet^ 
regardless of his treaty with the emperor Baber, he gave every 
assistance m his power to Mahmood, and 

A. D 1532 3. 

in the year 939 sent Mulk Murjan, as liis- 
ambassador, to form a treaty of alliance with Sultan Behadur 
of Guzerat. 

Notwithstanding Nusserit Shah was by descent a Syed 
(descendant of Mohammed), he was naturally of a cruel' 
disposition , and was frequently guilty of such acts of tyranny, 
as not only to give disgust to his subjects, but to render him 
hateful to his private servants At length, having gone one- 
day to pay his devotion at the tomb of his father in the city 
of Gour, and one of the eunuchs having given him some- 
offence, he threatened severely to punish the fellow on his 
return to the palace but the other eunuchs, tired out with his 
brutal behaviour, espoused the cause of their companion, and, 
before the king could carry his threats into execution, they 
put a period to his existence. 

Nusserit Shah reigned thirteen year^, and was assassinated 

in the year 940. Some historians have 

A. D. 1533 4 , , c , 

assigned him a reign or sixteen years, and 

say his death occurred in 943 , but this statement does not agree 
' with the account of subsequent transactions. Of the buddings 
erected bykim in the city of Gour, ihere-are still two remain- 
ing, with the inscriptions perfect , viz the Golden Mosque,^ 
called in the Hindoostany language, Soona Musjtd, finished m 
933 , and the Eudum Roosul (footstep of the Prophet), erected 
in 939, 


A. D. 1533 4 
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Fcrtihtah, In his History of Benpd, i^le* this prince 
24a*eeb Shah though* in hii History of Dehly ho gives him 
hit proper name This drcoinitance Indaced the author of 
the Rya* Aunlaiun to examiae several of the inscriptions 
in the vicinity of Gout from which he ticertalned that the 
title at foil length was Saltan Nnsserit Shah, ben Sultan AU 
Addeen, Hussein Shah The tomb of the saint Bexerut 
Muhhdoom, at Saad ullapore,*' was also erected by him and 
bears the same iDScrlptlons 

After Nuiseni Shah bad dmnh the sherbe o death tbt 
nobles raised to the throne of Bengal his son Ferose Shah 
but at the end of three months the youth was murdered by 
[ his ancle Mahmood Shah who usurped the government 


MAHMOOD SHAa 

Was one of the eighteen sons of Suitan Ala Addeeo and 
during the whole reign of the late king 
conducted himself In the most exemplary 
manner but scarcely was his brother deposited In the tomb 
when he entered into mtchlnalions against bii nephew nnd 
ceased not till be had imbrued his bands in murder This 
flagitious conduct did not however pass unrevcn^ed lor 
Mnkhdoom Aalom governor of Hajypore raised the iian 
dirdi of rebellion and united himself In the bonds of fttcnd 


• There is still an annual aasembligc of devotees held 
at this tomb vihich It alto attended by merchants and traders, 
and a regular fair thereby eiubliihed 
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ship With the celebrated Shere Khan,” who afterwards became 
-emperor of Hmdoostan, and who al that time was regent of 
Behar. 

, Llahmood Shah, m order to punish Shere for the assis- 
tance afforded to the rebel, ordered Cultub Khan, governor of 
Monghir, to invade Behar. As the forces of Shere were inferi- 
or to those of Bengal, Cuttub Khan flattered himself with an 
easy conquest he therefore rejected all overtures for peace, 
and made a spirited attack on the army of Behar But 
fortune did not favour his wishes , he was shortly pierced by 
an arrow, and fell from his elephant On seeing this accident, 
‘his army fled , and the whole of his elephant, artillery, and 
baggage, became the plunder of his adversary 

This defeat was a severe disappointment to the king of 
Bengal , he however assembled a more numerous army, the 
command of which he entrusted to Ibrahim Khan, the son 
of the unfortunate general. 

At this time, an event occurred which flattered the vanity 
of the king of Bengal, and gave him every reason to hope for 
success Jellal, the young king of Behar, disgusted with 
the overbeanng and insolent conduct of the regent Shere 
iied from Behar, attended by a number of his followers, and 
took refuge in the Bengal camp, whence he sent orders to 
all his adherents to afford no manner of assistance to Shere 
This event having much dimirtishe'd the force of the 
regent, he was obliged to shut'himself in the fort of Behar 
the fortifications of which were only ramparts composed of 
mud ' ' 

The Bengal army advanced, and surrounded the fort , 

* |For the history .of Shere Shah, s&q. Bow’s Bindoosian, 
wol 11. p. t 66. The year inserted in the margin is erroneous. 
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bnt the Afghan troopi of Shere defended the place irilh §0- 
mtich rceolotlOD that, after a alego ol eereral month*, 
Ibrahtm was obliged to apply to the king for a reinforcement. 
Prerion* however to Its arrivnl Shere having made a sally 
from the fort, completely defeated the Bengalese alev their 
general and seized on all their artUIorjr and baggage com 
, _ . pelltiig the yoong king TelUl to flee and 

seek refnge at the court of Goar Tb)* 
everu occurred In the end of the year 94* 

From this period may be dated Che downfall of the empire 
of Bengal for In the following year 943 Shere Khan having 
acquired poasetilon of the atrong fortreas of Cbnnar rendered 
himself completely master of all fiebar after which he 
advanced whh a numerous armv towards Bengal. The 
itatnral strength of the passes of TerTragurry and Sltklygully 
d^yed the fate of Hahmood for a short period but Shere 
baring surmoanted these diflicuJties, the king was compelled 
to retreat to hit capital. 

Shore Immedlatefy Invested Gour but some Important 
affairs requiring hli presence at Bebar bo left an army under 
the command of his general Khuas Khan, to carry on the 
blockade 

During this period Mahmood sent various messengers to 
the emperor Hoouyron, CO Implore his speedy asslitsnce but 
several months having elspsed without any appearence of the 
Mogul forces, and provisions becoming very scarce h) the 
dty Mahmood Shah embarked on board a last rowing boil, 
and wu conveyed to Hajypore. 

The soon after capltalaied and on the ijib ol the 
motrtb IfrtmrJjr la the year 944 
taken possession of by the Afghso forces 


A D I5a7*» 
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who plundered and put to death a number of the unoffending 
inhabitants * 

The king was so closely pursued bf a party of Shere’s 
troops, that he was obliged to halt, and defend himself He 
was soon wounded , but his friends covering his retreat, he 
was enabled to continue his flight, and arrived m the Moghul 
-camp during the period that the emperor Homayon was 
besiezing the fort of Chunar. 

Homayon, touched with the misfortunes of the royal 
iugitive, received him in the most gracious manner , and 
promised that, as soon as he had taken the fortress, he would 
(proceed to Bengal, and reinstate him m his kingdom 

'Early in the year 945, the Emperor, having succeeded m 
taking the fort of Chunar, advanced to- 

A. D 1538 9 

wards Bengal , and hearing that Sh'ere 
Khan was busily employed in fortifying the strong passes of 
Terriagurry and Sicklygully, the Banks of vhich are covered 
on one side by the rapid current of the Ganges, and on the 
-other by lofty mountains, he sent forward a considerable 
force, under the command of Jehansire Cooly Beg, to clear 
■the road , but this officer, upon his arrival at Terriagurry, 
iound that, m addition to formidable entrenchments, he had 


In the history of Fariade, Souza, it is related, that- the 
unfortunate monarch had made application for assistance to 
Nunode Cuna, the governor-general of the Portuguese settle- 
ments m India, who sent a squadron of nine ships to his aid , 
but they did not arrive In Bengal till after the surrender of 
the city This was the first introduction of the Portuguese 
into Bengal, as a military power , although some of their 
«hips had entered the Ganges as early as A D 1517 
10 
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to contend with t nomerou* anay of Afghan* commanded by 
JeUal, the ton of Shere Khaa. 

Not dlaplritod hj rich dlfficnltlo*, Jehangire made an 
attack open the entrenchment* bat after lo*Jng a number of 
men, he wa* himaelf aeTereljr wounded and compelled to 
retreat toward* the main army 

The Emperor imtated at each unexpected oppoaition, 
adranced haitily toward* the paiae* vowing vengeance on 
the garrison whllfl Jellal Khan, alarmed at the approach of 
the Mog^oli, abandoned the entrenchment* and in a 
puaiUanimooi manner retreated with the whole of his armf 
to join hi* father at Gour 

Mahmood the expelled king of Bengal who accompanied 
the armjr upon hi* arrival at Colgong having heard that the 
Afghans had murdered his two tona. who were taken prifoners. 
on the capture ot his capital wa* so affected b^ the in 
telligence that he died after a few daj* Illneit. 

The reign of this prince indudiog the period of hi* ex 
pnlslon, wa* five j-ear* The inscription on the mosque 
erected by him and Rill existing at Saadnllapore • clearly 
ascertain* that be was the aon of Saltan Ala Addecn Hussein 
Shah although some authors have expressed doubts of bis 
origin. 'With him termliuted the line of independent kings of 
Bengal, who ruled that conotry for two hondred and four 
years for although several of the rulers of Gour afterwards 
assumed the title of king (bey were not misters of the whole 
of the province nor was their right acknowledged by their 
contemporaries and consequently they 
A. D 153 9 - cannot be considered as absolute sove 
reign* This c«nt ocoirred In the year of the Hejira 945 

* Supposed to be the small golden mosque 
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THE SHERE SHAH DYNASTY. 

The emperor Homa)on, having secured the important 
pa'ises which have been always considered 

t . D. 1538-9, 

as ihe keys of Bengal, continued his march 
to Gour , but Shere Khan, fearing to trust either to its forti- 
fications, or to the bravery of his own troops against the 
Moghuls, collected all the treasure and valuable effects 
belongingvto the kings of Bengal,* and retreated, with the 
whole of his Afghans, by the way of Jarcund, or south-west 
range of mountains, to his native district of Sehsaram, where 
m a short time, by a bold and successful stratagem, he render- 
ed himself master ot the impregnable and extensive fortress 
of Rhotas 

Upon the arrival of the Emperor at Gour, the gates were- 
thro« n open, and he was received by the inhabitants with 
every testimony of ]oy and satisfaction Homayon was also 
much gratified bv his easy conquest of so valuable a province. 
Orders were immediately issued for the Khutbeh to be read m 
all the mosques, proclaiming his accessions to the kingdom 
of Bengal he also directed the name of the city to be chang- 
ed to Jennet ahad ( the city of Paradise) , and, to 


* Faria de Souza states the amount at sixty millions ok 
gold 
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commemonUo the erent, ordered a new coinage to be ftrnck 
bearing hli own tltlea, and the new name of that citj 

The Emperor waa, In fact, ao much Infatuated hli new 
conquett, that he apent three >er 7 Important monlhi In 
laxurioua gratlficatioai , during which time bit enemiei were 
ftrengthenlng themtelvei in ertry anarter and Shcre Khan 
wat eren making preparationa to oppote bit return. 

Repeated intelligence of the machlnitlont of his enemiet 
at length roused the Emperor from bis lethargy and although 
It was the height of the rainy tetton^ when the roads of 
Bengal were covered with water and the rlrert awoUen by the 
torrents from the mountains he perceived the absolute 
necetsity of returning to Agra. He there 
A D appointed Jehangire 

Cooly Beg governor of Bengal with 6re thousand select 
Moghnl cavalry to support _hls authority and having with 
some difficulty crossed the Ganges, proceeded by easy stages 
towards the western part of his Empire, 

The Moghul cavalry unaccustomed to the sultry weather 
of Bengal and erposed to constant rains and exceiiive fatigue 
become languid and perished In great numbers This 
circumstance added to the rebellion of the Emperor s 
brothers, emboldened Sbere Khan elated by his success 
ftgalnst Rbotat, to contend once more for the kingdom of 
Bengal Ho collected the dispersed Afghani from c«ry 
quarter and having thrown up entrenchments on the banks 
of the Currumnassa river at a place called Chowsar opposed 
the further progress of the Emperor For nearly three 
months, the Moghul army remained in this situatloo In a state 
of Inactivity neither daring to storm the Afghan CDtrertchmenir, 
nor ptw*ws^°>' ^*°ff** by which 
they might hare taken another route Such a suic «as 
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ruinous to the Emperor’s affairs , he therefore readily accepted 
an overture made by Shere Khan, of sending an agent to 
settle terms of peace. The pious dervish Kheleel, preceptor 
to Shere, became the intermediator A treaty was drawn out, 
by which Homayon resigned to Shere Khan the sovereignty 
of Eehar and Bengal, upon condition that he would no longer 
oppose his march, nor assist his enemies This treaty having 
been duly ratified, much rejoicing took place in both camps, 
but especially among the Moghuls, who were exhausted by 
continual alarms, and anxious to return to their homes. But 
the very -night on which the treacherous Shere had sworn 
by the Koran, not to injure the Moghuls, he suddenly attacked 
their camp, and, having taken them completely by surprise, 
slew many of them, and compelled the rest to flee in all 
directions 

The Emperor, with a few of his friends, escaped by 

^ ^ swimming their horses across the Ganges ; 

but eight- thousand Moghuls perished in 
the attempt This memorable event occurred m the 
year 946 


FERID ADDEE'I SOOR SHERE SHAH* 

Or%in at He proceed* to Acr*— Obt*bi* the royal pr*ni 

<rf hi* patrimony the dlftncts of Sahjaram and Tondah— -Joins 
Ifahmood king of Bohar^Rxotes Mthmood* jniiHuly— Rnim 
the service of the etuperor Baber— Rmumi to Behir and on 
M*hmood s death obttln* the adm(n>*trati n the goremment— 
The young kmg JeOal tutpickm* of Shere ■ hiientkKis, fl cs for 
pruiectiao to Beng*!— Sbete increases ho power by marriage— 
Submit* to the authority of Mahmood on condition of being 
ajlosnd to ntaln part of Beha and of assisting bim against the 
emperor Homayon— Betrays Mahmood by withdrawing his force* 
pfertoa* to the actloa— Refuae* to torrender me foct of Cho *r to 
the Empercr— Take* the fottresi of Rhotas by itratagem— Over 
throws Homayon, and completes the conquest of Behar and Beng I 
— Appobita Khiser Khan Governor of Berga^Pursues and tot*l 
ly defeats the Emperor— Assomr* the tmprrai titles— Returns 
from Agra to Gour and reduces ttt« incrrasine p ow e r ef hi* deputy 
Khirtr Khan— Subdivide* Bengal Into Provinces— HU death 
character and public works. 

Tbe origiaal name of Sbere was Ferld His father was 
Hosaeln, of tbe Soor tribe of tbe Afghans of Roh a mouniiin 
cut cormtry on tbe coaSnet of India and Persia. Ulien Sultan 
Beloli placed his foot on the throne of the Indian empire 

* As tbe origin and rise of Sbere Sbah are detailed at 
considerable length In the History of Hindoouan it will to 
some persons appear onnecetsary to have Inserted It here 
and I had determined to omit It but as many of the readers 
of thl* work may not bare It In their power to refer to th*t 
History and may be axuloai to know the origin of to celebrat 
cd a character U is hoped that, in general, Us insertion will 
not be considered as a srork of supererogation 
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the grandfather of Shere, Ibraihira, came to Dehly m quest of 
military service. The original seat of the Afghans was Roh, 
which, in iheir language, signifies a mountainous country - 
it extended, they say, in length,' from Sewad and Bijore, to the 
town of Sm in the dominions of Bukharast , and in breadth, 
from Russian to Kabul This tract, in its fertile valleys, 
contained many separate tribes , among the number of these 
was that of Soor, who derive themselves from the princes of 
'Ghor, whose family held the empire after the extinction of the 
race of Ghizne. One of the sons of the Ghorian family, 
whose name was Mohammed Soor, having left his native 
country, placed himself among the Afghans of Roh, and was 
the father of the tribe of Soor, which was esteemed the noblest 
among them 

Ibrahim, the grandfather of Shere, arriving at Dehly 
engaged himself in the service of an Amyr of the court of 
'Beloli When the empire fell to Sekunder the son of Beloli, 
the noble Jemmal, a Chief of high renown, was appointed 
.governor of Joanpore, and he took Hussein, the son of 
Ibrahim, in his rennue.' He found him a youth of parts , and 
favoured him so much that, in a short time, he gave him the 
districts of Sehsaram and Tonda, in jagier,* for which he 
was to maintain five hundred horse Hussein had eight sons . 
Fend and Nizam of one mother, of a Patan family , the other 
sons were born of slaves 

Hussein had no great love for his wife, and he therefore 
neglected her sons. Fend, upon this, left his father's house, 
and enlisted himself a soldier in the service of Jemmal, the 
governor of Joanpore. Hussein wrote to Jemmal upon this 

^ * A grant or tenure of lands for military or other 
-service 
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occuIoD, reqaestlDg him to send btck hU ton that he might 
be edncated But all that Jemjnal could taf had no effect 
upon Ferld Joanpore he said wat a better place for Inatnic 
tion than Sebaaram , and he affirmed that be would attend to 
letters of bii own accords Thla he did to so mnch porpote 
that he soon could repeat the works of the celebrated poet 
Sad! and was, besides, a proficient in all the leamlog 
of the country Ho howeser employed most of his- 
time In history and poetry being supported by the llhernlity 
of Jemmal 

After three or foor yean bad elapsed, Huiseln came to 
.Joanpore and, by the mediation of friends, the ^erand son 
were recondJed Hussein gave Ferid the charge of ius estate 
and remained himself at Joanpore Ferid when he took leare 
of hii father said, ‘That the stabDity of gt)«mmcnt depended 
on justice aed that It vontd be his greatest care not to 
^violate it, either by oppreaaiog the weak, or permlttlDg the 
**strong to infringe the laws with Impunity " MTien be orrited 
at bis jagier he actually pot thia resolution In practice by 
rendetingjustice to the poor, and reducing to order such of 
bis xemindars as opposed bis authority He by this means, 
had hii rerenuei pooctoally paid, and fall country well 
cultivated. His reputation grew apace for all hli actions 
discovered uncommon genius and reiolution 

Hutsein coming to vtsit his estate, was extremely well 
pleased with the managemerU of his son and therefore 
continued him In his office. But the father had a favourite 
concubine by whom he had three aoaa, Sollman Ahmed and 
Mndda, and the old man was extremely fond of her She 
told him that now her son Sollman was grown up he ought 
to proride for him Day after day she continued to teaie 
Hnwin for the soperfnicndency of the pcfgutmihs for 



SECT \ ] 


SHERE SHAH 


153 


Soliman This gave the old Amyr great concern, knowing 
the superior abilities of Fend The son, hearing that the 
domestic peace of his father was destroyed, by the importuni- 
ties of his favourite, made a voluntary resignation of his trust 
which was accordingly conferred upon Soliman 

Fend, and his brother Nizam, set out immediately for 
Agra, and entered into the service of Dowlat, one of the 
principal omrahs of the emperor Ibrahim Fend, by his good 
behaviour, soon insinuated himself into his master's affection 
Dowlat one day desired him to tell him what he was most 
desirous to obtain, offering to use his interest with the king in 
his favour Fend replied, that as his father was now in his 
dotage, and wholly guided by an artful mistress, who had 
deprived both him and his brother of their patrimonial 
inheritance, and had procured their estate for her own 
spurious offspring, if Dowlat would, therefore, by hiS' interest 
at court, procure the ro}al grant of the estate in his name, 
he would promise to provide for his father, and maintain five 
hundred good horse for the service of the empire. Dowlat 
accordingly preferred this request to the emperor Ibrahim, 
who replied, that he must be a bad man indeed who reviled 
and undermined the interest of his own father Dowlat 
retired m silence, and informed Fend of the answer he had* 
received, but comforted him with a promise of taking another 
opportunity to urge his request In the mean time, the father 
of Fend died, and Dowlat obtained the emperor’s grant, w'lth 
which the two brothers sot out to Sehsaram with a grand 
retinue 

Soliman, upon the arrival of his brothers, quitted the 
country, going off to Mohammed, one of the Afghan family 
of Soor, and his relation, who held the district of Chond, and' 
kept up a force of 1 500 horse, to whom he complained of the 
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'bebaTiour of Ferld Mobamcned told him that Baber iatend 
mg to hiTmde Hfodoostaii a Trar b«£we«n that prince and the 
einp>eror Ibrahim va9 unavoidable that therefore if he ibonid 
BCComptDj him vheo called to the Imperial armj he wonld 
endeavour to get him redren. Soliman vaa too Impatient to 
wait 90 long In luvpenje. Mohammed therefore cent a person 
to Ferld to treat about a reconcUlatlon. Ferld replied that 
be waa willing to give hla brother a proper abare of hl» father « 
inhentance but that be mtm be cxcuted from parting with 
anj of hla power repeating atthenmetime the old adage 
that 'Two awordi could never reft in one icabbard Soltoun 
would not be satiihed without a abare of the government and 
theretore nothing was setUed between the brothers This 
Irritated Mohammed so much that be resolved to compel 
Ferld to the raeaturef which be himself had proposed tend 
being Informed of bis rcsolutioo began to provide for his oun 
^ securitjr but news arriving of the emperor 

Ibrahim s defeat and death the whole 
coontiy was thrown into coufosion A H 932 

Fend resolved not to He idle in the midst of the troubles 
which ensued He joined Par Khan the ion of Dlrla I^han4 
who had subdued Bebar and assumed the 


otSbereKoas rojal dignity under the name of Sulun 
Mohammed or Mahmood As that 
monaren was one daj on a bunting part/ he roused so 
enormous tiger which Ferld immediate!/ attached and killed 
with one bfow of hfs sabre For this boM icrton which doec 
In Mahmood s presence be was honoured with the tnlc 
of Shere Khan,* Sbere rose gradual!/ to great Inflncnce 
^nd favour In Mahmood s service He aas even ippolntcd 


Shere slgnlbci a Horn 
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tutor to his son, JtUal He in the menn lime, requested 
permission to go to liis estate, and uas detained there by 
business Idl long after his ka\c of absence had espued 
Sultan Mahmood, dissaii'-fied with this behaviour, reproached 
him one day, m public, with the breach of promise . and 
Mohammed of the family of Soor, being present, took that 
opportunity of accusing him of treasonable designs, and with 
•favouring the interest of Mahmood the son of the emperor 
Sekunder'* The Sultan was bj this means so incensed 
against him, that he intimated, at the lime, a design to depruc 
him of his estate, and to confer it upon his brother Solinian. 
as a just punishment for his ofTence, and the onl) thing that 
■could bring him to a proper sense of his dull 

Sultan Mahmood however, having a great esteem for 
Shere, against whom nothing was i cl proicd, laid aside the 
violent measure to w'hich he was instigated by Mohammed 
He nevertheless, by waj of alarming Shere, ga\c orders to his 

l 

accuser to inquire into his father s estate, and to make an 
equal division of it among all the brothers Mohammed, 
glad of this order, sent one of his servants to Shere, to 
acquaint him that his brothers, according to the king’s com- 
mands, were to have their proportionate d’vidends of the 
estate, which he had hitherto so unjustly withheld from them 


The accidental occurrece of three persons of the same 
■name renders this part of the history a little obscure. The 
lirst was Mahmood Shah, king of Bengal The second, 
^ Sultan Mahmood, son of a famous general named Dina 
Loham, who, in the revolution occasioned by the invasion 
•of Baber, seized upon the province of Behar The third was 
of the royal Afghan family of Lody, and brother of the last 
«smperor of that dynasty. 
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Shore returned for aoiwer, tJiat Mohunoted wii very mneh 
mtstEken In thii matter that there was no hereditar 7 eottte* 
m India, ai in Ghor for that oil the land belonged to the 
kiD^ which he diipooed of at pleature that oi be bimtelf bad 
a personal grant of hli etiate hit brethren were enlirel}* out of 
the queation that he, however had already contented to give 
to bit brother Sollman a part of the money and movtablet, 
according to law 

When the metsenger retamed with thli aniwer Mohtmm 
cd wbo^wat then at Chond wat enraged at to direct a refotal, 
and raltiDg all his forcet, sent them ogalntt Shere, nnder tbe 
command of Shad! bit adopted tJave accompanied by 
Shere t brothen Solimon and Ahmed Shadlt ordert were 
to take pottettion of the country and to leave a force with 
Sollman to protect him in tbe estate. Thli retolutlon being 
quickly taken, Sbere had not time to collect bit people btil, 
upon the 6rtt alarm be wrote to one Malleck, hit depoty in 
tbe district of Khuatpore Tondtb to haraii the enemy with 
what troops be had but to avoid an action till be joined him 
in perton. Malleck, desirout of dlttineuliblDg hlmtelf gave 
them battle, and lost bit life and the victory The unexpected 
disaster weakened Shere to much that be wat In no condition 
to oppose Mohammed , he therefore abaridoned tbe country tnd 
fled to Jnnied Birlatt goremor of Currah and Manlckpore 
on the part of the emperor Baber He made BIrlits t handsome 
present, wat token Into favour and obtained a body of troops 
to recover hit estates. \Mlb theie he defeated Mohammed 
who fled to the mounUint of Rbotas to thit be not only / 
possested himtelf of hit own territory but added tereril 
other distilcti to hit jagier wbfch be now professed to hold 
of die Moghul emperor Baber Having rewarded the 
Moghuls who bad assisted him be permitted them to return 
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to their master He, at the same time, levied troops, and 
was joined by his former friends, who had fled to the hills, 
which rendered him, very formidable m those parts. 

Shere, having thus established himself in his estate, per- 
formed an act of generosity, which, if it was not intended to 
deceive the world, does him much honour He recalled his 
%nemy Mohammed, w-ho had fled ; and put him in possession 
of his former estate. This generous treatment converted his 
^eatest enemy into one of his best friends. Shere, having 
•settled his affairs, left his brother Nizam m charge of his 


district, >^and paid a visit to his benefactor, Juneid Birlass, at 
Currah '^NBirlass was then going to Agra, and Shere resolved 


to accompany him thither He was, upon this occasion, 


introduced to the emperor Baber, and attended that prince in 


his expedition to Chinderi. 

After Shere had stard some time in the Moghul camp, and 
•observed their manners and policy, he one day told a friend 


that he thought it would be an easy matter to drive those 
foreigners out of Hindoostan His friend asked him what reason 
he had to think so , Shere replied, “Tnat the emperor himself, 
“though a man of great parts, was but very little acquainted 
“ with the policy of Hindoostan , and that the minister, who 
“ held the reins of government, would be too much biassed in 
“ favour of his own interest, to mind that of the public That 
therefore, if the Afghans, who were now at enmity among 
“ themselves, could be brought (o mutual concord, the work 
“ was completed and should fortune ever favour him, he 
“ imagined himself equal to the task, however difficult it 
“ might at present appear.” His friend burst out into a loud 
laugh, and began to ridicule this vain opinion Shere, a few 
-days after, had, at the emperor s table, some solid dishes set 
before him, and only a spoon to eat with. He called for a 
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knife but the remoti iud orderv not to fupply him with one 
Shero, oot to loro hU dinner drew fall dig^r wfthoul cerc- 
mony and cirttlng uq hli meat, made a hearty meal, wltbout 
minding tboio who diverted tbemiolvei at thU odd behariour 
When be had done, the emperor who bad been remarking 
hes manner tupjcd ro Amyr KhaJlf^ and aafd, Thli Afghan^ 
j« not to bo dlaconcerted with trlflei and U likely to be a 
great man.'’ 

Sbere, percemng by theae wordi that the emperor had 
been informed of hla private ditcourae whh bli friend fled 
to the camp that night, and went to hla own caiato wrote 
from thence to bit benefactor Jnneld Blrlaaa, that ki 
Mohammed had prevailed on Sultan Mohammed^ leg of 
Befaar to aeod oroopi agilntt bh i»gler bo bad In haato left 
the emperor I camp aiihoot w^hi ig upon him for leart. He 
by this meani. amoaed Juneld filriui prerented bli chaitliing 
him at the tame time nntde op mattera with Mafamood 
whom ho became a greater favourite than before 
Sultati Mahmood of Behar djing a ihon time after 
wtf luccecded by blj ton Jellal, a minor The young prince i 
mother the Sultana Dudr, acted aa rrgeat, and conferred the* 
principal ofllcet in the govemment upon Sbere The 
Sultana dying aoon after the admlnUtrallon 
fell wholly Into the handi of Sh^rc 
A. D I53J 4. ilukhdoom Aalum * the goremor of 
Hajfpore on the part of the Mabmood Shah king ofi Bengal 
being guilty of aome mltdeoeanor threw blmielf under 
Sbere * protection Mabmood lo rorengethla bruit, ordered 
Cuttub governor of Mongler with a great force tgalntt Behar 
As the forces of Bebir were ioconsiderable b comparison of 


' Seep H3 
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those of Bengal, Shere made many overtures for accommo- 
dating the differences, but to no effect. ’Finding no argu- 
ments could prevail but the sword, he resohed to stand the 
unequal encounter, in which his superior skill and bravery 
acquired him a complete victor^’ Cutlub 
A D 1533 4 was slain, and all his treasure, elephants, 

and camp equipage taken, which greatly advanced the political, 
design of Shere 

After this victor} , the Chiefs of the Patan tribe of Lohani, 
the cousin of Jellal the young king of Behar, envying the 
fortune of Shere formed the conspiracy to take away his life 
Shere discovered the plot, and taved Jellal with it, who was 
indeed prity to it, being very jealous of the great influence 
of his minister He told the young prince on this occasion, 
that there was no necessity for taking such a base method of 
getting disengaged from his servant , for that if he should but 
once signify his inclination, he was ready to resign that gov- 
ernment which he had lately so successfully protected The 
prince, either suspecting his sincerity, or being equally sus- 
picious of the other orarahs, would by no means consent to . 
his resignation This so much disgusted the conspirators, 
that ihev took every possible measup to make a breach, 
between the prince and his minister Shere, finding that he 
had no security but in maintaining his power by the unlimited . 
use he made of it^ justly e\cited the prince’s jealously to such 
a pitch, that one night, the prince, accompanied by his 

. ^ ^ omrahs, fled to Mahmood of Bengal, and, 

A D 1535 6 o » ' 

implored his aid to expel Shere, who had i 
usurped his throne ^ 

Shere, by this event, became lord of all Behar, and grew- 


*' See reign of Mahmood Shah. p. 142 . 
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-dail/ more and more fonnidable. One TajI wu at tbli time 
-governor of the ttrong fort of Cbtmmr which bo bad 
held for hlmaelf ever tlnce the death of Ibrahim Lodj 
-emperor of Hlndooatan. HU wife Lodi MellekJ who was 
barren yet for whom ho had a veij great affection, being 
envied by hli other wive* by whom be bad children, they 
instigated their sons to make away with her but one of the 
soot, who had ondertaken the marder missed bis blow and 
only inflicted a slight woond Taji alarmed by her cries 
-came to her assistance, and drew hU sword to kill hU son 
The son, seeing no mesns of escape, assaulted his fsther and 
slew him. The tons of Taji were yet too young to be en 
trusted with the government and Lodi Ualieki drew 
the reins into her own bands by her sddxeis among tbe 
Chiefs and Zemindars Sbere, Informed of these tranuc 
tiona, set a treaty of marriage on foot with l,odI MalJekt 
which was soon concluded Shere by these means obtained 
postetsioa of Chunar and the dependant districts which was 
a great acqnUitloo to bis power there being a consider 
able treasure in the place. 

Much about this time Mshmood the son of the emperor 
Sekonder Lody having embraced the protection of Kona 
Slnha, by bU aasUunce, and that of Haisen ol Mevar 
advanced against emperor Oaber and was defeated at janveh 
^labmood flying to Chitor was from thence invited by the 
Chiefs of the inbe of Lody who were gathered together at 
Pates, and by them proclaimed king Ho soon made himself 
master of all Behar Shere perceiring that be coufd not 
draw the omrabs over from Mahmood s interest and that he 
had not sufCcient force to oppose him submitted 10 bi^ 
authority and by that means saved a pan of liehar which tbe 
Sultan permitted him to rcialo ^lahmood told him at the 



SECl V 1 


SKFRE SHAH 


i6r 

same time, that if he would effectuallj' assist him m recovering 
Joanpore from the Moghuls, he, m return would make over 
the province of Behar to him , and a contract to that effect 
was drawn up and executed between them ^ 

Shere, some time after, obtained leave to turn to 
Sehsaram, to lev) troops , and ]\Iahmood, marching with an 
arm) against the Mognuis, sent him orders to join. But as 
Shere delayed for some lime, the Sultan persuaded by his 
omrahs that ne was playing a loose game, marched his army 
through Shore’s estate on his way to Joanpore. Shere 
came out to meet him, had an elegant entertainment pro- 
vided f >r his reception, and then marched with him to 
Joanagore The troops of the emperor Homayon quitted 
the province upon their approach, so that the Afgans, took 
.possession of the country as far as Lucknow 

Homayon lay, at this lime, before Callinger, in Bundel- 
cund , and hearing of the progress ot the Afghans, he march- 
•ed against them Mahinood having, on this occasion, given 
•a superior command to Bein Baezid, Shore, who thought 
himself ill-used, betrayed his master , and wrote a private 
letter, the night before the action, to Hindoo Beg, one of the 
Moghul generals, acquainting him “That he esteemed him- 
“self a servant of Baber’s family, to whom he owed his 
“advancement , and that he would be the cause of defeating 
‘•the Afghans next day ” He drew off his troops in the action, 
which occasioned Mahmoods’s defeat, for wh'ch service he 
was greatly favoured by Homayon Mahmood, after this 
^ defeat retreated to Patna, retired from the 

world, and, m the year 949, died m Orissa 
Homayon, after this victory, returned to Agra, and sent the 
noble Hindoo Beg to Shere, to demand possession of the fort 
■of Chuuar Shere excused himself, and obliged Hindoo Beg 
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to retrciL Homayon returned immedhUoly with hU whole 
army to bealegc Chomr and having Invcited it, he received 
a letter from Shere acquainting him "That he eiteemed him 
«lf one of the servanta of tne houaa of Baber from whom 
"he first obtained a government and that he had evinced 
"hli fidelity by having been the occaaion of the laie victory 
‘that therefore if the king would permit him lu reuin the 
"government of the fort, he was willing 10 pay him the proper 
revcDuea of the landa which he held and would send b 1 & 
sou Cuttnby with five hundred horse to he maintained at 
'his own expence, iti the emperors Seni e As at this 
lonctoro the affairs of Gnxermt. by the conqneits of Behadur 
required the king n presence and considering also the 
strength of Chunar Homayon consented to these lerm^ and 
accordmglv being joined by Cuitubs the son of Shere with 
five hundred horse he marched towards Behadur The king 
hoitever had scarcely reached Goserat, when Cuttub deser 
ted with all bis horse, and returned to bis fiaher Shere 
Immediately raised ft hat forces he could and reduced Behar 
Not satisfied with his success he persued his fortune and 
penetrated into the heart of Bengal having fought with the 
omrahs of that country several sharp battles, before he could 
make himself master of the passes which were defended a 
whole month 

Mahmood of Bengal shut himself uplnGour the capital 
which Shere for a long time besieged. One of the rcralndars 
of Behar having raised a disturbance he left Kbuas Khan to 
carry on the siege and returned to Behar Provisions be 
coming at length very scarce In Gour Mahmood fled in a 
boat to Hajjpore and Shere bavldg settled affairs in Debar 
returned and portued him Mahmood being necessitated (ogirc 
bittle was defeated and being wounded In the engagement 
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fled to his kingdom, which immediately fell into the hands 
of the conqueror * 

It has been before stated, that on tne advance of the em- 
peror Homayon towards Gour, Shere Khan had deemed it 
prudent to retire to his original patrimony at Sehsaram, where 
he revolved in his mind various schemes for posssessing 
himself of the important fortress of Rhotas, that he might 
there lodge in security his family During the following years 
he extended his domains the immense wealth W'luch he had 
brought from Bengal To take Rhotas by open force was an 
impossible attempt It was therefore necessary to devise 
some stratagem, by which success might 

Stratagem for ta- 

kiog the fortress of be hoped Shere, for this purpose, sent a 
Rhotas message to Raja Berkis, who was in pos- 

session of this impregnable fortress, and told him, " that, 
“ as he himself w'as going to attempt the recovery of Bengal, 
“ he hoped that, from their former friendship, he would per- 
“ mit him to send his lamily and treasure into the place, with 
“ a few attendaius ” Berkis at first rejected this request , but 
Shere sent an artful ambassador to him a second time, with 
some handsome presents acquainting him, “ that it was only 
“ for his women and treasure he requested his princely pro- 
“ teciion that should he be fortunate enough to conquer 
“ Bengal, he would made proper acknowledgments for the 
“ favour on his return , but if he should lose his life in the 
“ contest, he rather chose that his family ana wealth should 
“ fall into the'hands of Berkis, than into those of the Mog- 
" huls, his inveterate enemies ” Berkis, suffering himself 
to be deluded by his avarice, determined, when once m 
possession of the treasure, to keep it, and therefore 


* See reign of Mahmood, page 144. 
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treachery, defeated him rrflh great ilanghter in the manoer 
which we have already related • 

Shore Khan Immediately aaaumed the royal intignla and 
compkta deeming It more adviaablo to 

hia coo^a*«t ^ Betar establish bimself firmly In the kingdom 
■a Be»i:aJ ^ Bengal than to pnrsne the faghlvo 
emperor, be marched directly towards Goar In the vicinity 
of that city he was opposed by Jehangirc Cooly Beg the 
Moghol gOTcmor bat the grea^ anperiority In numbers of the 
Afghans enabled them shortly to annihiUte their adversaries 
and Sbere, having taken possession of the city was on the 
following day proclaimed sovereign ol the united kingdoms 
of Bengal and Behar under the title of Sbere Shah 

Sbere cooUnned In Goar till the end of the ^ear 946 
busily employed in forming amngements 

A« D M • m » t 

for the good government of the country 
and In recruiting and equipping his troops. At length 
having assembled an army of 50 000 Afghans he marched to 
attack the emperor They met In the vicinity of Cannouge 
where on the loUi of the month Moliur 
rem, 947 the empire of Illodoostan was 
again translerred from the Moghuls to the Afghans, by the 
total defeat of the unfortonate Homayon 

\Vhen Sbere Shah found It requisite to proceed against 
the emperor he entrusted the govemoieni of Bengal to a 

Chief named KbUer Khan This person, 

f row fifpj by that ambition which seems to 

dot Ct GOOT X ' 

dtrt 'tbnc'i torment every Mohammedin bosom 

shortly after the departure of hts patron 
onited hImieU In marrisgo with a daaghier of Mahraood Shah 


See pp 148 49 
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the late king of Bengal. By this conne\ion he conciliated a 
number of the dependents of the late dynasty , and, flattered 
by their attention, he assumed a degree of state and conse- 
quence which soon aroused the jealousy .and vigilance of 
Sherc Shah , who, judging of the sentiments of others by his 
own conduct, thought it requisite to clip the wings of the 
ambition of his deputy . he therefore, in 
the }car 94S, returned to Bengal , and 
Khizer Khan, having advanced some da) s’ journey from the 
capital to meet him, was seized, and all his wealth confiscated. 

After this, Shere proceeded to Gour, and subdivided the 

kingdom of Bengal into several provinces, 
Bengal subdivided , , . , , ' , 

into provinces to each of which he nominatca a distinct 

governor He then appointed Cazy 
Fazylet, a person celebrated for his learning, policy, and piety, 
to superintend the whole, to preserve unanimity amongst the 
governors, and to report to him on their conduct Having 
thus settled the affairs of Bengal to his own satisfaction, 
Shere Shah returned, at the end of the year 948, to Agra. 

The prudent measures established by this monarch kept 
Bengal in a state of tranquility and happiness during the 
remainder of his life, which was terminated by the explosion 
of a shell, as he was besieging the fort of Callinger m 
Bundelcund, on the 12th on the month 

Shere’s death,, 

^ ^ *545 Rubby-al-Avul, A. H 952. He spent 
fifteen years in a military life before he 
mounted the throne , and he sat upon the musnud five years, 
as emperor 6f Hindoostan. 

The character of Shere is almost equally divided between 
virtue and vice ’ Public justice prevailed in the Kingdom, 
while private acts of treachery dishonoured the hands of the 
‘king He seemed to have made breach of faith a royal 
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property which he would by no permit bli fobject* to 

tharo with him We ought, perbapi to aicribe thli vice to 
the amhldon of Shere Had he been bom to the throne be 
might have been jujt, a« he wbi valient and politic In war 
had he confined h!i mind to hit eitate he might have 
merited the character of a vlrtuona chief but hit greatneta 
of mind made him look trp to the empire and be cared not 
by what itepi he eraa to atcend 

Shere left manj monamCnti of hla magnificence behind 
him From Sonargtum In Bengal to that branch of the 
Indu called the Nllab which la fifteen hnndred coa#.* bo 
bollt caravanaerali at every rtage and dog a well at the end 
of every cou. Besidef he ratted many magnificent motqucB 
for the worahip of God on the highway wherein be appointed 
retdera of the Koran and prieta He ordered that at every 
ttage all travellerv without dUtInctlon of country or religion 
should be entertalaed according to their qaality at the public 
expence. He at the same time planted roai of frultireea 
along the roadt, to preterve travellerf from the icorching 
heat of the sun, as well ai to gratify ibeir latte Hone pottt 
were placed at proper dlstancea for forwarding quid IntclH 
gence to govemmeot. and for the advantage of trade and 
corretpondence this etUblUbment was new in India Such 
wai the public security daring his reign that travellers and 
merchants throwing down their goods wcnl without fear to 
to sleep on the highway 

It Is said thst Shere being' told bis beard grew while 
TtpUed 'fit was true that be had obtained the eraptte lowards 
the c%Tning He divided hla time into tour equ-il parts — one 
be appropriated to the distribution of pobllc juvtlce one to 


About three thousand of our mllei. 
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the regulations of his arm}, one to wor«;hip. and the remainder 
to rest and recreation. He was buried at Sehsaram, his 
original estate, m a magnificent sepulcherc which he had built 
m the middle of a great reservoir of water " 


MOHAMMKD KIlAV SOOrl 

SooR after the succession of Selim Shah, the second son 
of Shere Shah, to the throne of Dehl), he had the weakness- 
to abrogate the prudential s}stem of his father , and appointed 
one of his relations, named Mohammed Khan, to the general 
government of Bengal This Chief is said to have ruled w'lth 
strict justice and great propriety during 
A D 1553 the whole of the reign of Selim, but when, 

in the year 960, the abandoned Mohammed i Add f had seized 
the throne, the Governor of Bengal, deeming nimself absolved 
from-any allegiance to the murderer of the son of his patron, 


^ This fine monument of the magnificence of Shere still 
remains entire. The artificial lake, which surrounds it is 
not much less than a mile in circumference 
The following is a poetical description of it 

“ From 'midst a limpid pool, superbly high, 

The massy dome obtrudes into the sky 
Upon the banks more humble tombs abound, 

Of faithful servants, who their chiefs surround 
The monarch still seems grandeur to dispense,' 

And e’en in death maintains pre-eminence ” 

Asiatic Miscellany 

f See History of Hmdoostan, A D 1552. 
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•diaclahned the Ispen&l antborlty and ordered the coin to be 
'•tampt In hii own name 

Daring the following year he extended hU dominions 
by taking potseasion of tome of the dli 
A. D 1555. tricta of Joanpore but In the year 962 

haviDg adranced at the head of a numeroiu army to Chopper 
■gotta near Calple he there met hta death* In an engagement 
-with Himn the vliter of the emperor Mohammed Adll 


BEHADUR SHAH 

Anx* the defeat at Choppcrgotia, the troopi of Reng \) 
Tctreated to the village of Jooty In the vlcloitr of what U mow 
the fort of AJlabahtd where the Afghan CMefs rafted to the 
throne Ehlier Khan the ton of the deceated king under 
ihe thle of Bebadnr Shah Altboogb this prince was anxiout 
to avenge the death of hit father he deemed it more prudent 
to return to Bengal and having arranged the aJTaJri of that 
province to aait a more fa\*ourabIe opportunity to contend 
■for the empire ot Dehly 

Upon the arrival of Behadur Shah at Gour be found that 
a Chief named Sbabat khan bad upon Intelligence of the 
defeat of the Bengal army taken potttiiion of that city In 
the name of the emperor Mohiromed Adll The usurper was 
however thorlly abandoned by bit o»n troopt telicd and 
^ut to death 

After this event, Behadur Shah employed hlmtelf In 
recruiting hit army and in the following 
A, D 155 «- ic L j L 

year 963 marched to meet the emperor 

Mohammed Adll The contending armlet met In the vicinity 
of Mongler , and after a bard fought battle the emperor nat 
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slain, and his army totally routed This victory gave to 
^ Bahadur Shah the absolute sovereignty of 

A D. 1560-1 Bengal and part of Behar He is said 
to have ruled these territories with reputation for six years, 
and died at Gour in the year 968. 


JELLAL ADOEEN. 

Behadur Shah, dying without children, was suc- 
ceeded by his brother Jellal Khan, 

A D 1560-4 

who at the end of three years ( viz. in 
971 ) also died at Gour, and was succeeded by his son, 
a youth, who soon after fell by the hands of an assassin 
named Ghyas Addeen, who for a short time usurped the 
government 


SOLIMAN SHAH KERANY. 

t 

Soliman Kerany takes possession of Bengal, but allows his 
'brother, Taj Khan, to act as his deputy— Proceeds to Bengal on 
the death of his brother, and removes the seat of government, 
from Gour to Tondah— Sends presents to the emperor Akbar— 
'Invests the fort of Rhotas, the'' governor of which obtains the assis- 
tance of the emperor, whose army causes Soliman ) to raiser the 
siege — Invades Onssa, and basely assassinates Sultan Ibrahim — 
By politic conduct he subsequently enjoys a peaceable reign, and 
dies much regretied by his subjects. 

The Afghan tribe of Kerany had been peculiarly distin- 
guished by Shere Shah and his son Selim, who conferred on 
them handsome estates in Boujepore and the vicinity of 
Khuaspore Tondah Soliman’s elder brother, Taj Khan 
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Kenny WM governor of Sumbul during the reign of th^ 
emp>eroT Selim Shah , bnt on going to i>ay hti rei(>ea at 
the conrt of Mohammed \dlt he was so disgosted with the 
conduct of that Infamoni monarch and his Vhder * that he 
tesolved to abandon the service of so nnworthy a mtiter and 
retire to hU paternal estates. In his progress inwards 
Bocjepore he seised a hundred elephants betongina to the- 
emperor and a large snm of the public monev ilie former 
he dlstriboted amone'it his brethren and relations and the 
latter be dliborsed in raising troops to oppose Himu, the 
imperial Vlxler who came in pursuit of him They fought in 
the vlclnhy of Chunar but, although the Kerauy tribe were 
norsted they retired with their wealth and plouder to Bouje 
pore and the Imperial army being compelled to maich 
against a more powerful euemy they ramalned unmolested 
Soliman Eereoy the second brother was appointed hy 
Selim Shah to the government of Behtr and upon the death 
of that monarch, not only refused to acknowledge the authority 
of his snccetsor but stimulsted his biritber Taj Khan aJio to 
quit the Imperial service and to join him with his adherents. 
The consequence of his advice baa been alreodr related 

NVben, In the rear 96 s the emperor Moliamracd Adll 
^ ^ advanced Into Behar Soliman joined his 

^ troops to those of the king of Bengal and 
contributed much to the victory gained over the imperial arms 
in the vicinity of Mongler He continued on goed terms with 
Bchndur Shah and his brother Jellal Addeen iiut when the 
son of the tatter was asnnlnnted by Ghyas Addeen h» 
detached a well appointed army under the command of hU 
brother Taj Khen Kerany to take pouciilon of Bengal 


See History of Hludooitan A. D t55* 
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This measure having been effected with little opposition, he 

allowed his brother to retain the government as his deputy 

•during his life, which however only lasted one year 

On tne decease of Taj Kahn in the year 972, Soliman 

proceeded to Bengal , but conceiving, 

Soli^a'rr’shah from the number of kings who had died 

makes Tondah the Gour, that It was either an unhealthy 
capital ot b» ngal 

or an unlucky place, he made Tondah, 
•or Tonra, the capital of his dominions ^ 

Soon after Soliman had taken possession of Bengal, he 
despatched an intelligent agent with many valuable presents 
t'l ilie cuurt or the emperor Akbar, f with assurances of his 
great respect and attachment , which conduct highly gratified 
■and flattered the emperor, and contributed to the ease and 


The following is the account given of Tondah in Major 
Rennell’s Memoir “Tondah, Tanra, or Tarrah, is situated 
very near the site of Gour, on the road leading from it to 
Rajemahel There is little remaining of this place, save the 
rampart , nor do we know for certain when it was deserted’’ 
It IS sometimes called Khuaspore Tondah, from the original 
name of the district in which it was situated * 

This account is not so correct as that generally furnished 
by Major Rennell , as Tondah is certainly separated from 
Gour by the Bagamutty river, which Mr Wilford supposes 
was the old bed of the Ganges See Asiatic Researches, Svo 
edit Vol V pp 257, 272, 277 

t Akbar ascended the throne in the month of January 

1556 




See Ayeen Akberry, Vol 11. p 177. 
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comfort of the Inhibltaoti of Bengal, who were at that period 
very apprehenilre of a Tlsil from the Imperial anna, 

Sollman having rendered himaelf completeir maiter of 

, _ _ , all Bengal and Behar excepting the atrong 

A, 1^05 _ p 

fort of Rhotaa, marched with a nutnerooa 
army In the year 973 and Inveated that fortre^a The alege 
1 ad contlnacd nearly air moniha, when the emperor Akbar 
arriving at Joanpore, Fotteh Khan the governor of Rhotaa 
Implored bla aaalatance promlalog to deliver up the keys of 
the garrison to any of hla hfajeaty a aervanta nho might be 
sent for thai purpoao Akbar anxious to get poaieailon of to 
Important a place, immediately sent od a cboten detachment 
of Mogbola to ralie the alege In the mean time the king 
of Bengal, fearful of cncotintcring the imperial arms retreated 
to hia own country and the emperor desirous to prevent bla 
aiding the rebelUoas Uabec Chiefs sent an ambassador 
named Mohammed Khan Selauny to cultivate his friendship 
The emperor at the same period sent an ambassador to the 
Rsja of Orlaa* to form a treaty with him and to desire 
ahould Sollman join the rebels that the Raja would 
Immediately Invade Bengal, and depend upon him for 
support and assistance 

In the year 975 the emperor being engaged In the 
western provinces Sollman Invaded Orissa 
A. D I5C7-8 ihortly subdued that province Bm 

this conquest was stained by an act of the grossest treachery 
for having invited to a conference Sultan Ibrahim who for a 
abort period had been emperor of Dehly and after various 
misfortunes had acquired an eatablishmcnt in that country be 
basely assassinated him • 


See History of Hindoostan \oI li p 197 
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Soliman, having left a deputy to sfovern Orissa, returned, 
in 976, to his capital In the following 
year he invaded and plundered the district 
of Gooch Behar, but was recalled from thence, by intelligence- 
that the people of Orissa had risen and driven away his- 
governor Upon his return to Tondah. he detached a force^ 
to recover his authority in Orissa , and having effected this 
point, he afterwards limited hisjambition to the security and 
improvement of his dominions 

Although Soliman insisted upon his courtiers addressing 
him by the title of “Your Majest},” he never assumed the 
umbrella, or other insignia of royalty, and as he continued 
from time to time to send presents to the emperor Akbar, and 
affected to hold his dominions of that monarch, he, by this 
politic conduct, enjoyed a quiet and 

/ D 1573 

peaceable reign, and died at his new 
capital in the }ear '981, much regretted by his subjects, and > 
highly respected by all his contemporaries 


/ 
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DAOOD KHAN 

DficoS Kh*n Mssamea tndtpeodenc^ *nd proceeds to bestlUt 
with ibe einpetoT Ako*!— .Tnuiy coodtiitd with which Daood o 
dasatuSed Hpd pots hi« general lo daath^SJ^ge cif PaiDK^-Hijy 
pore taken by aasanK— Daood ponUftnlrotmily fltes trom Pa na 
and lU parnfon ts drstrojed— Retreats vitn hts iteastire to On ^ 
—Partial Buccesa of U e Atgham— Oaood c«f)Ctnirates 1 1 * forcea 
at Caitack— Alter a hard fooglu battle retreats lO ilie (oitof 
Cuttack— Tbrowt hira^f o« tha emperot i cletziency— S^eart 
anegiarce and obtama iKe prorlnce of Orim^Monaim Khin 
rtnun'M the teat of gervernraent from Tondah to f our— Dre dJuI 
PeitJl nee at Gour— Lfaood on ihe draih of Monolin Khan rai«s 
an •rroy of Affihant ana recovera Benga.— M do pjUonerj and 
putiooeatb Conduaioa of cne Afghan (coqira mly eaUed PaUn) 
aevemkru} 

U(>on the death of SoIltDao Kenfij’ bis eldest son 
Bt;esid aisUtned the reltu of gov'emmcDt but the Afghan 
Chiefs, being diraulified with lilm Id t few monlhi pm him 
to death and raised to the thioae Daood Kbao the second 
son 

This pilnce who wa* addicted to wine and bad company 
forsook th« prudent measoret of bis father and atsumtog all 
the iDSifinia of royalty ordered the Khutbeh* to be proclaim 
ed in his own name through all the towns of Bengal and 
^ Bebar and dlrtc ed the coin to be stamp* 

ed with lU o*n title, thus completely 
setting at deCance the aulborit) of the emperor Akbar 

• A prajer for the reigning monircb permitted only lo 
be used fer independent lorereignt 
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Shortly after D.iood Khan's succession, he inspected 
the public treasure, which he found to be immense He 
also ordered a general muster to be taken of his arm} and 
war establishment, which is said to ha\e consisted of 40,000 


w'ell-mounted cavalry, 140,000 infantry of different dcscrip- 


Daood proceeds 
to hos ililies with 
the emperor 
Ahbar 


tions , 20,000 pieces of cannon of various 
calibres, 3,600 elephants; and several 
hundred warboats. With such a force he 
thought himself equal to contend with the 


emperor Akbar , and, upon some slight pretence, ordered a 
force to march into the Moghul territories, and to take 


possession of the fort of Zemanieh, situated on the southern 


bank of the Ganges, a little above Ghaz} pore, which a few 
years before had been erected b) Khan Zeman, the imperial 


captain-general, as a frontier garrison. 

When intelligence of this event reached the emperor, who 
was at that time in Guzerat, he determined upon annexing 
Bengal to the imperial dominions, and sent immediate orders 
to Monaim Khan, his general, commanding in the province of 
Joanpore, to assemble an array and invade Behar This 
mandate was quickly carried into execution, and a powerful 
Moghul army advanced to the vicinity of Patna There they 
were opposed by Lody Khan , the generalissimo and prime- 
minister of Daood Khan , and after some skirmishing, a truce 
was concluded , the articles of which were, that, upon con- 
dition of the Moghuls retiring from Behar, the king of Bengal 
should pay the sum of two lacs (200,000), of rupees, in ready 
money, to the imperial treasury, and should present the 
emperor with silks, muslins, and other productions of Bengal 


to the amount of 100,000 rupees more 

Daood Khan, when freed from the apprehension of the 
invading foe, affected to find fault with Xody Khan's conduct 
12 
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The IToghuU portaed the remainder of the fugitive! a» 
far u Denlipore nearij fifty miles from Patna, and Mixed 
upon 400 elephants and many other valuable articles 

The emperor remained six days at Berriapore and 
prevteu! to hli leaving It, to return to Agra, appointed 
Monalm Khan Trho also bore the lohy title of Khan Khanan 
(lord of lords) to the government of Behar and Bengal and 
in addition to the troops which that nobleman bad prevlotixly 
with him ho ordered 10000 chosen cavalry under the 
command of Raja Todermo] to join him He also pre^ 
tented him wUh all the boats and stores which were brought 
from Agra, and ordered him to purine and extirpate Daood 
Khan and his adhsreots from those prorlncts. 

Upon the arrival of Daood Khan at the pais of Terrla- 
gorry he stopt to examine the state of the lortificatlons with 
which he wxs so well contended that he told the ganlson he 
depended upon their stopping the progress of his enemies 
for a year and that at all events be expected they would 
defend themselves to the last extremity alter which he 
proceeded with a more tranquil mind to Tondah, his capital 

The hopes of the king were however much disappointed , 
for on the approarfi of the tmperisi general, the Afghans 
terrilled by the honid example made of the garrison of 
Hajypore could not be brought to stand the assault, boi 
sfajunefully took to flight and Monalm Khan obtained 
possession of that Important pats the key of Bengal, without 
the loss of a mam 

^Vheo Intelligence^ of this unexpected crenl reached 
Daood Khan, despairing of being able to contend with his 
adversaries, he loaded his treasure and valuable effects upon 
elephants, and took the route of Oriita. 

Monalm Khan, not aware of the InlenticmJ of the ktag- 
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of Bengal, proceeded towards Tondah with much circumspec- 
tion . but when his spies informed him that Daood Khan 

had again retreated, he advanced rapidly 
A D IS 47 ^ ^ ^ 

with his cavalry, and on the 4th of Jummad 

Assany (5th month), 982, took possession of the capital of 

Bengal without opposition 

Some days after this event, the imperial general despatched 
Raja Todermul, with a well-appointed army, in pursuit of 
the fugitive king , and at the same time detached Mujenun 
Khan Kakeshelan with a considerable force, to take possession 
■of Ghoragot, the jagier or estate of Soliman Mongely, an 
Afghan Chief of considerable consequence. But this 
measure was not so easily effected, for the Afghans, 
lighting in defence of their property and families, behaved 
with great courage, and slew a multitude of their enemies. 
At length, overpowered by numbers, they were nearly all 
•extirpated, and their wives and children made captives. 

Mujemm Khan confiscated all the Afghan estates, and 
divided them amongst his own dependents of the tribe of 
Kakeshelan , but encouraged his soldiers to unite themselves 
in marriage with the Afghan females, and took for his son 
the daughter of Soliman Mungely, the deceased Chief 

The Raja Todermul having advanced to Medarun, 
(Bheerbhoom), there received intelligence that Daood Khan 
had halted at Ryn Kesary, and, instead of continuing his 
retreat, was collecting his dispersed troops, with an intention 
of again opposing the imperial arms This news compelled 
the Raja to halt, and to send off an express to Monaim Khan 
at Tondah. The imperial governor, immediately on receiv- 
ing this unexpected intelligence, detached a second army, 
under the command of Mahmood Cooly Khan, to the assis- 
tance of the Raja, who, after the arrival of the reinforcement, 
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proceeded to Guilfor ^Ich wai twenty mllea from R)"!! 
Ketiiy He there learned that Joneld a courin of the klo^ 
of Bengal, who was celebrated for hfe conrago and Intrepidity 
had airivtd wfth a nnmber of hf* foUowen at that place on 
hlfl way to Join the king The Raja, setting too little come- 
qaence on hit enemy ordered two brigadee under the 
command of Abul Cositm, to attack Joneid bm they were 
repulsed with much disgrace and slaughter and the Raja was 
compelled to march with all hit force to their assistance ''The 
Afghans unable to oppose such a number of enemies 
dispersed themselvea In the woods and on the following day 
effected their junction with the king 

Immediately after this dTcnt, the pusillanimous Ptood 
Khan again retreated and the Moghul Chiefs advanced to 
Mldntpore a town which hu since ghren its name to the 
district formerly called Jelloslr At this place the Imperial 
army halted for some days daring which time Mohammed 
Cooly Khan died , and dlftemlont breaking out Immediatclj 
after amongst the Moghul Chiefs the Raja Todermul, who 
was In fact an alien amoogst them and was alwa}s dubious 
of his own authority having called a council of the principal 
ofEcers of the army determined to return to Burdwan and 
there to waft for further lustructlona from the goTemor 
general 

UTien this disagreeable Intelligence was commuolcaled 
to Monaim Khan he ordered a second reinforcement under 
the command of some cefebroted olTicert to join the Rfl/a 
and made preparations to follow with all the ^fogbul forcer 
tbit could possibly be spared from the defence and protection 
of the newly-conquered dominions 

The Raja, baring been Jolrted by the cooledcrate forect 
again odranetd to Midnapore and thence to Bokbtorc At 
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the latter place he received information that the kihg of 
Bengal had retired with the whole of his forces to Cuttack 
Benaras, where he was resolved to defend himself to the last 
extremity. 

This event caused the Raja again to halt, and wait the 
junction of the governor-general, who proceeding from 
Tondah by rapid marches, shortly united his forces with those 
of the Raja ; and the whole of the imperial army then 
advanced towards Cuttack 

On the 20th of the month Zykad ( nth month ) 9S2, the 
Moghuls came In sight of the Afghan 

A, D. 1574 

camp, which was covered m front by strong 
entrenchments , but as Daood Khan had resolved to risk the 
fate of another battle, he drew out his army in ' front of the 
camp, and waited with great determination the attack of the 
enemj The numbers on both sides were nearly equal , but 
the Afghans had two hundred furious elephants placed along 
their line, by whose strength they hoped to break through the 
squadrons of their opponents, and to clear a road for the 
more active operations of their cavalry. 

On the other side, Monaim Khan had brought with him 
a number of swivels and small guns mounted upon carriages , 
much more dreadful m their effect than the charge of the 
huge animals 

This battle was contended with greater obstinacy than 
had ever occurred between the two nations for although the 
guns succeeded in putting the elephants’ to the route, and 
driving them back on their own line, yet the Afghan cavalry 
charged with such resolution, that the Moghul line was 
thrown into great confusion, their commander-m-chief was 
wounded, and his horse becoming unmanageable, he narrowly 
escaped being captured. 
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At length, Gujor Khan* «nd rerertl of the be*t 
Aighan officer! having fallen, Daood Khan tvaa alarmed 
and fled to the fort of Cnttack, leaving bU camp to be plun 
dered by the enemy 

The Moghols, altboogh victor*, had loffcred co much in 
this engagement, tbit they did not pnrtne the fugitives but 
baited fire daya on the field of battle to bury their dead and 
to arrange plans for sending away their wounded Tney 
afterwards proceeded, by easy stages, till they reached the 
banks of the Mahanaddy one mile from CntUck where they 
encamped and commenced making prepanuioni for the siege 
of the fort 

Daood Khan, now dmxn to the eatemity of his dominions, 
and aware that Ctdtack aas bis last stake was much altnned 
for the conteqaence , and, by the advice of his counsellors, 
Riolved to throw himself upon the dement of the victors. 
He therefore sent an ambassador to the Imperitl general who 
represented that It was contrary to every principle of the 
rcIJgioa of the follower* of Mohammed to extrpate their 
brethren , and that it would well accord with the emperor i 
liberality to allow bis mister to retain a imitl portion of 
bis former dominions, In which be and his adherents might 
pass their lives In peace and quietneis, and be numbered 
amongst the imperial servants 

The eloquence of the ambassador and the Justness of hit 
representation, together with a wish of terminaUng the war 
induced Monaim Khan to accede to the proposal and he 


• There Is a tradition that one of the Afghan emperfltt 
ennobled all tbit countrymen In Hlndostan In consequence 
of which, every person of that nation now osiomei the tide 
of Khan (Lord) 
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agreed, that if Daood Khan would in person make the request 
■he would comply with his wishes, and strongly recommend 
his case to the consideration of the emperor 

On the following da} , Daood Khan, attended by several 
of his Chiefs, left the fort, and was received in the Moghul 
camp with every mark of respect and attention. The troops 
were drawn out to salute him ; and all the Chiefs, seated, 
-according to their rank, in the tent of audience, waited his 
approach. When he arrived at the bounds of the camp, he 
was met by several officers , and as he approached the place 
of interview, Monaim Khan advanced a considerable distance 
to embrace him 

Daood Khan was highly gratified by these marks of kind- 
ness,' and unbuckling his sword, gave it to the general, 
saying, “ as my oppositition has been the cause of such a 
"friend being wounded, 1 henceforward relinquish the title 
"of a soldier.” MonaimiKhan took his hand, and led him to 
the seat of honour After a short lime, an elegant entertain- 
ment was brought m , and the king having feasted, the 
subject of the treaty was introduced 

The king swore by every thing that was sacred, if the 

emperor would make a proper provision 
Daood Khan r i ^ j i. 

~swears allegiance nllTl, hc would, continue, during hlS 

to the emperor one of his most faithful subjects 

and would never, in any manner, aid or abet his enemies. 
This declaration having been committed to writing, was 
signed and sealed by the king after which the general rose 
from his seat, and, presenting him with a rich and valuable 
scimitar, said, " as you are now become one of the servants 
“ of the illustrious emperor of Hindustan, in his name I 
" present you with this sword, which I request you will use m 
^‘his service and defence and in order that you may wear it'* 
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Srlth proper dignity »nd effect. I bertow on you In hli Dlt- 
"jetty'i name, the prorince of Onsla In free gift not doubt- 
bat that yon will henceforward prove yoartelf a falibful 
and loyal subject 

After tbli coDvertstloD, many costly presents were brought 
tn by the attendants, and laid before the king who having 
signlQed his acceptance In the usual manner took hli leave 
and was attended to the bouoda of the camp with the same 
ceremonies as he entered iL 

bfonaim Rhan being anxlons to rctnm to the seat of 
government, marched on the following day and on the jSth 
of the month SnJIer (and month) 983 
*575 trlomphanily entered Tondah, During bis 
absence, the Afghans of Ghoragnt had risen and having 
driven away their new goremor Mujenun Khan bad cx 
tended their depredation as far os Gour hot on the approach 
of the Impenal army theydlspered and concealed themselves 
in the troods to wait for a more favourable opponuntly 

Monaim Khan having beard mucR of the ancient and 
desolate city of Gour went to view It 
delighted with the 

from Tondah to shoitlon and ill many princely edifices 
that he resolved again to render It the teal 
of government To effect this plan although it was then the 
season of the rains, he ordered the troops and ail ibe 
public officers to remove from Tondah to Gour ^^'hcllIer 
owing to the dampness of the soi! the 
badncis of the water or corrupted state of 
the air a pestilence vxry shortly broke ou 
amongst the troops and Inhabitants Thousands died every day 
and the living tired with burying the dead threw them Into 
,tbe river without distinction of Hindoo or Mohammedan. 
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The governor became sensible of his error, but it was too 
late. He was himself seized with the contagion, and at the- 
end of ten days bade adieu to this transi- 

A D, 1575 

tory world This event occurred in the^ 
month Rugib, 7th month A H 983 

Monaim Khan was a nobleman highly respected and held 
the titles of Army-al-Omarh and Sepah Salar for fourteen, 
years. During his government of Joanpore, he expended 
much money oh public buildings , and the celebrated bridge 
at that city still stands a monument of his magnificence, 
and of the skill of the architect * As he died without heirs, 
his immense wealth became the property of the crown 

The death of Monaim Khan served as a signal for a general 
insurrection of the Afghans They assem- 
undet Daood quarters, and Daood Khan, 

Khan, recover the deposed king, forgetting his oath of 
Bengal allegiance to the emperor, placing himself 

again at their head, quickly compelled the Moghuls, then 
commanded by Shahem Khan Jellair, to retire from Bengal, 
and to take refuge in Hajypore and Patna 

As soon as inrelligence of death of Monaim Khan reached 
the imperial court, the emperor appointed Hussein Cooly 
Khan, then governor of the Punjab, 1 to the government of 
Bengal, with the title of Khan Jehan but the principal part of 


In the year 1773, a brigade of British troops, under the 
command of Sir R Barker, in their return from Oudh, having 
embarked on the river Goompty, at Sulta'npore, m the height 
of the rainy season, sailed over this bridge, which suffered no 
damage from the violence of the cu|Tent, although the bottom 
of the river is, m other places, covered with shifting sands 
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that ChiePi forces being In the dlitrict of Lahore, fcreral 
montht elapsed before he conld reach Bengal, daring which 
pcric)d the Aighanj Increased In number and ctreogth TTiai 
Daood E^han found hlmaetf again at the head of a formidable 
army of 50,600 horse and bad these troops been possessed 
of that bravery which has been often evinced bj the Afghan 
nation the emperor Ahbar would have found it one of his 
most arduous undertakings to eitirpato them from a counlry 
possessing such natural advantages. 

Early In the year 984 the new governor who during his 

. ^ march had been joind by all the expelled 

A. D i 57 < 5 . * ^ 

Moghuls came in front of the pass of 

Terriagury which he found was garrisoiicd by 3.000 chosen 
■\fgbans He hesitated not to attack the entrenchments, and 
by superiority of courage and nmnbera, tneceeded in getting 
possession of them at the expense of the lives of many of hit 
men , for on this occssioa the Afghans fooght with great 
spirit, and the major proportion of the garrison fell in the 
conquest 

The king of Bengal had taken post, with the greater part 
of bis army, In the strong situation of Agmihel (now called 
Hajemabel) protected 00 one flank by the mountains, 
and on the other by the river Ganges In this poitUon 
be defended himself for several months till the Moghul 
governor having been reinforced by the Imperial 
iroops of Patna, Tlrboot, and other places, on the lotb 
of Rubby al Akhir (4th month) 984 made a general asuult 
upon the Afghan lines and by the tMlsUnec of some 
artillery sent by water from Agra succeeded In forcing them 
Joneid Kcrany the couiln of Daood Khan upon whom the 
Afghans had great dependence and several other generals 
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w-ere killed or wounded by cannon balls , and the troops, 

terrified by the dreadful effects of these 
Made prisoner, , _ , r , , 

and put to death weapons, took to li'ght, and left their king _ 

a prisoner m the hands of his enemies 
When Daood Khan was brought before the Moghul 
governor, he was upbraided with his pcrfid) to the emperor, 
and having little to sa) m his defence, he was condemned 
as rebel, and his head sent by an express messenger to 

Agra This event occurred in the }'ear 
A D 1576 being the 20th year of the reign of 

the emperor Akbar. 

With Daood Khan terminated the line of the Bengal kings 

who had reigned in succession over that 
Conclusion of the - , , , , 

Afghan sovereign country for 236 years , and with him was 

brought to a conclusion the sovereignty of 
the Afghan^ nation over that province, of which they had held 
the uncontrohed possession for nearly four centuries 

The government of the Afghans m Bengal cannot be said 
to have been monarchical, but nearly resembled the feudal 
system introduced by the Goths and Vandals into Europe 
Bukthyar Khuhjy and the succeeding conquerors made 
choice of a certain district as their own domain the other 
districts were assigned to the inferior chiefs, who subdivided 
the lands amongst their petty commanders, each of whom 
maintained a certain number of soldiers, composed principal- 
ly of their relations or dependants These persons however 
did not cultivate the soih. themselves, but each officer was 
the landlord of a small estate, having under him a certain 

* The Afghan is generally called the Patan empire , but 
the latter word is unknown to the present Afghans, and is not, 
I believe, used by any of the ancient historians 
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-mmib«r of Hindoo tcnanti, to whom from the pnonple 
of lelf interest, he conducted himielf with jufUce and 
modentioD and had It not been for the frequent change 
of masters, and constint scenes of rebellion and invasion 
in which pnvite property was little regarded the culiira 
{tors of the soil would have been placed In a state of com 
pantive happiness and agncnlture would hare flouruhed 
as It subsequently did m another part of India under the 
government of their coontijmen, the RobUlas, 

The condition of the upper classes of Hindoot must 
donbtlets have been much deteriorated but it u probable 
that many of the Afghan oScerSr averse to business or fre* 
quently called away from their homes to attend their Chiefs 
formed out their estates to the opulent Hindoos, who were 
also permitted to retoln the advantages of msnufactures and 
commerce. 

The authority of the Afghan kings of Bengal depended 
much upon ihclr personal ability and conduct. We have 
seen them, on some occasions, actmg as despotic sovereigns 
at other times poiieilng little or no influence be}*ond the 
town or dty In which they resided,— often intuited, and 
<vcn murdered bylheir menial servants. 
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GOVERNORS UNDER THE MOGHUL 
DYNASTY^ 


HUSSEIM COOLY KHAN, KHAN JEHAN, 


After the victon^ at Agmahel ( Rajraahel ), Khan 
Jehan collected all thei plunder and 
^ elephants of the Afghan camp, and 

sent them under the charge of Raja Todermul, to the pre- 
sence of the emperor Akbar He then detached a large 
force, under MuzufEir Khan, to pursue the fugitives, who had 
taken refuge m the hilly districts of Behar, with orders, after 
having extirpated them, to lay siege to the fort of Rhotas 
These services were ably performed by 
A D. 1578 Muzuffir Khan, and in the yeai 986, after 
a blockade of many months, that impregnable fortress was 
delivered up, by capitulation, to the imperial arms The 
governor also sent a considerable force into Orissa, to ■ seize 
the family and remaining property of Daood Khan , which 
being effected, he, in the same year, compelled the Raja of 


* For the history of the Moghuls, the reader is referred to 
the Life of Baber, m Dow’s Hindoostan , and if he wishes 
for, further information, to Gibbon's, Roman Empire, under 
the article; Zingis Khan. 
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Cooch Bohar to paj a tribute and to acknowledge hlnuelf 
a vE«tI of the empire 

Kh an Jehan emploped himself with* much perseverance- 
and fidelity to regulate his government , and before hti 
death which happened m the vicinity of Toodah In the 
end of the year 986 the whole of the provinces of Behar 
Bengal and Orissa, inclodlng Cuttack, were ogam annexed, 
to the empire of Hindustan, 


MUZUFFIE KHAN TlRBUm" 

Mura 85 r Khan appointed governor of BengaJ— In constq«nce- 
of regnlatlcns m the fioancisl syfttro the Moghul Chiefs of Senga) 
rebd and penenloo ot O^^The Chiefs of Behar alterwards 
mutmy Icr the uwe rcMMon and, omting with those of Bengal lay 
tiege to Toodah, which they ukc, and murder the governor 

WHr^ intelligence of the death of Khan Jehan reached the 
emperor he was mneh aEected and sent letters of condolence 
and honoraiy dreises to the brother and relations of the 
deceased Bat as ft was requisite that an officer of known 
courage and tried abUltlet iboold be Immediately appointed to 
that Important government to prevent any 
Insurrcctloo of the Afghans, an express wu 
sent, early In the year 9S7 to Moxaffir Khan the conqueror of 
Rbotos nominating him goveroor^neral of the three 
provinces ; bnt In order to give him more leisure to attend to 
hismllftary and political duties, his majesty wasgradowly 
pleased to appoint Ral Putter Doss and Meer Adhum to bo 
Joint mperintcDdents of the revenac, Rlzty Khan to bo pay 
T oas ter-general, and Abul FoUehto be rupreme Judge The 
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effects of this arrangement were shortly evinced , for although 
no revenue had been remitted from Bengal by the former 
governor under pretence that the great militnr) establishment 
had absorbed the whole, Muzufiir Khan, in the first year, sent 
to court five lacs of rupees m ‘:pecie, a number of elephants 
and a large collection of the valuable manufactures and natural 
productions of that country. 

It has been before stated, that when in the }car 9S2, 
Monaim Khan had taken possession of the capital of Bengal 
he detached Mujenun Khan Kakcshclan to take possession of 
Ghoragot , and that the said Chief, having performed the service 
immediately divided the jagicrs or estates of the Afghans 
amongst his own followers 

This system of military service was perfectly congenial to 
the wishes of the Moghuls , and every Chief, m succession, 
established himself and his dependents in the district to which 
he had been first appointed, and the late governor Khan Jehan, 
being only solicitous about evtirpaung the Afghans, allowed 
them to continue in undisturbed possession But w’hen the 
new system of finance was introduced by the Kmperor Akbar, 
the governor was directed to call upon these officers for the 
muster-returns of their brigades, and to demand from them 
balance of revenue exceeding the amount required for the 
regular payment of the army. He was further ordered 
frequently to change thejagiers, to prevent the troop establish- 
ing themselves m any one place 

The first persons to whom these orders were communicated 
were, Khaledy Khan, who had obtained possession of Jellasore, 
and Baba Khan, who had succeeded to the command of the 
clan of ICakeshelan in Ghoragot These Chiefs remons- 
trated strongly against the orders , but the governor 
continuing unmoved by their solicitations, they shaved thetr 

13 
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heads and having pot on moarning, declared they would part 
with their ja^eri only lehh their liree. 

They then croased the river and haWog taken ponesiion 
of the city of Gout sent expmaea to their adherenu to Join 
them with all pcttlble decpatch and to selxe upon any of the 
itaperitl treaaure which they might find In the distncu 
through which they piaaed 

The governor mudi alarmed at thta© proceeding* tecuied 
all the boats on the wcxtem tide of the river and endeavour 
ed to collect a body of troop# on which he might depend In 
' the mean time the emperor haring been informed of the 
mutiny and apprehentlve lew it might become general 
thoughout the arm> tent an order to the governor reprirnind 
log him for the banhoeia of hi# condnct, ptnegyriiln^ the 
former ddelity and attachment of the tribe of Ktkeehelan, md 
aastiring the moUneers of the Imperial (orgWcneu if they 
wotxld rctom to their allegiance and doty 

However hart the feeling# of the governor might be at the 
receipt of thii order he Immediately forwarded It to the 
rebelft, who pretending implicit obedience to the imperial 
mandate, only reqneited that the governor would »end to 
them Klivy Khan the paymarter general and Putter Hoti, 
the superintendent of the revenue to aiiurc them of hit 
torglvenesi and reconciliation but no sooner had ihrtc 
officer* crowed the riser than they were thrown Into ctJnfioe' 
meat, and the rebcli became more onreaionablc lo ihcfr 
demand* 

M the tame lime that the attemllon had taken place In the 
CnancUl tyiiem of Deogal a separate paymaater-genetal and 
j superintendent of res-enue had been appointed to the province 
of Bchai^ and there officer#! harlrtj also endeavoured to 
Qxm iBto execution the orders of the court, gave much 
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offence to the military commanders ; the troops in Bchar rose 
in arms, and, placing Masoom Cabooly at their head, put the 
superintendent of the revenue to death, and caused the pay- 
master to flee. They afterwards advarrced to Ternagurry, and, 
having forced the pass, effected a junction with the mutineers 
of Bengal 

The rebels then laid siege to Tondah *, the fortifications of 
which being very weak, and the garrison every day deserting 
to the enemy the governor was compelled to yield without any 
conditions He was immediately murdered, and all his wealth 
plundered by the insurgents Having discovered, amongst 
the state prisoners a nobleman, named Sief Addeen Hussein, 
who had been banished' to Bengal by the emperor, the 
insurgents released him, and dignified him with the title of 
generalissimo. 

By this une\pected and strange event, the provinces of 

Behar and Bengal were again torn from ttie hands of the 

'cmperor , and Akbar had now to contend against 30,000 cavalry 

of his own nation and subjects, and for a cause in which he 

could not hope for the cordial co-operation of his army This 

event occurred in the year gSS. The histo- 
A D 1580 , , , j , , 

nans ot Akbar have endeavoured to throw 

the blame of this rebellion upon the governor, who, in fact, 

appears merely to have obeyed the orders of his court. 
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‘ HAJA TODERMUL 

The emperor ■ppomti R»J* Todenaul to the Corara nd of ai> 
aim} against the rebel Chiefs — Great fanoence of the Raj\ orer th» 
Hindoos— Prevalts on the srmindara not to supply the rebel army 
with provbjorif by which its leaders are obh^^ed to srpirAtc— 
tores Behar to the {mperial atuhofit)‘—ComplAms to the emperor of 
the rolacoodiict of the VLtier srho Is In consequence dq>os'd— 
Socceeds in quelling a rebellion In Ondh— The emperor supersedes 
in him In hU command, and appoints Atxlm Khan co^’ertvor 
Behar to the united government of tho provinces of Bengal Oehar 
and Orrissa. 

Wrzk intelligence of these ontonnl occurTencti reached 
Agim the emperor fearing to trust any of bU Moghul 

A. D is?a oHiccri assigned the command of a nn 
meroat army to the Hbdoo Ra]a Toder 
mul and gave him a commlislon, auihoriilng him to call 
upon all the goremors laglerdars zemindars Ac. upon his 
route to join him and co-operate with him in tubdoing 
the rebels. 

When the Raja arrlred at Joanpore the govemor Moham 
med Matoom Ferunjudy a Mogbol ofBcer came emt to meet 
bhn and ditpliyed to him a corps of 3,000 choien cavalry 
all In complete armour with which he otTcred to join the 
imperial troops. Although the Rajs perceived that he was a 
\-aln young rasa full of his own consequence and upon 
whom little dependence could be placed be nevertbclcts 
thought it better to lake with him to suspected a chancier 
, than to leave him with such a force in the rear of hli army 
he therefore accepted his offer and by flattery and attention, 
endeaxoured to ttuch him to the royal catue 
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The political conduct of Akbar, in employing the Hindoo 
Chiefs, was attended with the most salutary effects they .were 
always accompanied by a large body either of their own clan, 
or of Rajepoots (the military tribe), who > not only served to 
support the Moghul troops, now inadequate to retain in sub- 
jection so extended an empire, but were also useful as a check 
upon the latter, when refractory or dissatisfied. 

The Raja continued his march without opposition till he 
reached Mongier in the month of Jemmad- 
A D 1580 al-Akher, 988. Here he learned that the 

'rebel arm}', consisting of 30,000 cavalry, were encamped at 
Bhagalpore, thirty-eight miles to the southward of Mongier, 
waiting to give him battle As it is a system of the 
Hindoos never to risk the fate of a general engagement 
except in cases of extreme necessity, the Raja took possession ’ 
of hlongier, and employed his troops in constructing additional 
lines, e'xtending to the hills, which, with the fort, completely 
covered the front of his army This precaution was 'hot 
unnecessary , for in a few days two of his Moghul chiefs with 
their corps, deserted to the enemy. Both armies remained) m 
this situation^for several months, and frequent skirmishes took 
place between their light troops At length the Raja, by his 
influence amongst the Hindoo zemindars prevailed upon them 
mo longer to supply the rebels with provisions , promising 
to pay them ready-money for every thing they brought to 
his camp this he was enabled to do by the attention of the 
emperor, \yho sent him 500,000 rupees m specie, ^by post. 
The combined effects of , similarity of religion and ready- 
money payments worked so effeqtually on the zemindars, 
that famine shortly found its way into, the ^ rebel .carap, and 
compelle^d ,t,he Cfiiefs to separate, m order to obtain 
'food. .The, distress of the rebels was further,. increased at 
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thii time bj the death of Babe Kbao the Chief ol the 
TCakeabelana. 

Mtaoom Cabolj pro ceed ed to Behar Jebbaburdj vho 
bad tacceeded to the command of the Eakethelani, rettimed 
to Khoaspore Tondab, and Aiab Behadur made a todden 
march hy a ctrcuHotii route on Patna^ in hopea of aorpriitug 
that which was only garrftoned by a imall party of lojalltU. 

The Raja haring obtained accurate Intelligence of their 
proceeding! tent a choten detachment to reinforce Patna, and 
proceeded with the main body of hU army towarda Behar 
\Vhen arrived within one march of that dty the rebels made 
an attach by night npon his army In hopes of taking him by 
stuprise bat they met with ao warm a reception that, after 
lodog a number of their men, they were compelled to retreat 
and as the fortifications ot Bebsr coaid afford them nO' 
security they abandoned that province and conlhmed their 
route to Bengal Thus by the prudent arid political 
measures of the Raja, the province of Behar was, in the first 
campaign, re st or e d to the Imperial authority 

The Raja cantoned bis army during the rainy season oi 
^ 985, la the ridnlty of Hajypore and 

wrote to the emperor, that the \Tiler Shah 
Munsoor bad caused a great defection In hit army by calling 
on several of the chiefs nho accompanied him to account 
for balances due by them In their former commands that such 
condnet, at a time when defection was to generil amongst the 
troops, was In the highest degree Impolitic and If pertcrered 
In, most, by disuniting the army tend to the ruin of the 
Imperial affairs he farther added that In conscqacoce of 
the demand made on Masoom Ferunjudy he had been obllg 
ed to allow him to retora with bis troops to his goveromect 
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of Joanpore, not without suspicions that his intentions were 
disloyal. 

The representations of the Raja were so sensibly felt by 
the emperor that he immediately deposed the Vizier and, as 
the throne of Akbar was at no period so shaken as by the 
rebellion here described, the emperor found himself under the 
necessity of begging the services of old omrahs who were m 
disgrace, or had retired from the court in disgust Aazim 
Khan Mirza Koke, a nobleman of great repute, was requested 
to take the command of 5,000 horse, and to proceed, as 
governor, to Behar. The emperor went himself to the house 
of Shereif Khan Atke, and having conferred on him an 
honorary dress, invited him to return to court, and assist him 
with his counsels. 

In order to reconcile Masoom Ferunjudy, he was promot- 
ed to the government of Oudh , and Tersoom Khan, another 
of the dissatisfied generals in Raja Todermul’s army, was 
appointed to Joanpore. The former accepted the appoint- 
ment, but, soon after his arrival in Oudh, raised the 
standards of rebellion The governor of Joosy and Pnag, 
now called Allahadad, having also, rebelled. Raja Todermul 
was obliged to detach part of his army, under the com-' 
mand of Shahbaz Khan, to assist m quelling tne distur- 
bances in Oudh This important service was effected m the 

^ ^ last month of the year 988, by the com- 

plete ' overthrow of Masoom Ferunjudy, 
and the capture of his family and all his wealth. 

It may appear extraordinary, that a prince possessed of so 
much bravery and activity as the emperor Akbar, should not 
have placed himself at the head of the army, to put down so 
serious a rebellion, but, upon a reference to the History of 
Hindoostan, It will be found, that his attention was at the same 
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tfme distracted bj disturbances tn Malva^’and Graerat^aDd 
that hit own brother ?^nrxa Mohammed Hakeem meditated 
ah inmlou of Hlodooitan from^Chbul ’ ‘ 

Aazim Khan baWog' arrfeed tr/th bir arm^ iC Bebar 
endearoirrcd more by reconcDUlon than bj force to bnng 
I the rebeU bfl^ to their duty but, falltnfr 

^ in iuccett be proceeded In the year 990, to 

Agra to mtet the emperor after hfi VeWm^ from Cabal and 
there laid before hli majef^ a fall and melancho!/ statement 
of the eakem prtrrtoces. 

The emperor having lakin I^to maluje deliberation the 
dangerous state ol Bengal and Che evil consequences of dind 
ed authority supersede ftaja Todcrmul,and appointed Aaalm 
Kban whose title was now changed to Khan Aaxlm to the 
united goremment of Bengal, Debar and Orissa ’ He at the 
tame time comrdtnded all the troops at the caplul which had 
not been on the expedl^on to'bsSuj \o attend Ibe new governor 
and firmly to re-establlih the Irnperlal authority In those 
prdrlnccf ‘ ’ 
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Khan Aazim, by sowing dissension among the rebel Chiefs, 
succeeds in re-establishing the royal authority in Bengal, and 
takes quiet possession of Tondah— Solicits the emperor's, permis- 
sion to resign his government— The Afghans jVider Cuttulu Khan 
having extended themselves in considerabUj force over Orissa, 
Khan Aazim deputes Fereed Addeen Bokhary to conclude a truce 
with them— Fereed gives offence to one of the Afghan comman- 
ders, and hastily retires, losing several of his people on his return 
—The imperial troops advancing to resent the insult offerred to 
their ambassador, the Afghans, retreat to their foreits— Khan 
Aazim returns to Agra, and resigns his employment. 

It would be tedious to narrate the various, encounters 
'between the rebels and the loyal troops or to detail the 
numerous stratagems and intrigues by which the new governor 
attempted to recover the royal authority it may sufiBce to say, 
that the success of Khan-Aazim wasi greater than the apparent 
means he possessed. Having, > tiy .bribery and skilful agents, 
sown dissension among the rebel Chief, ■ the / tribe of KakC- 
shelan submitted to his authority * and. the followers of 

^ ~~ I j ij I I 

* It IS probable that Khan Aazim restored to them, their 

‘lands on certain condition , as Dr F Buchanan^ who has been, 
lately employed by the Bengal government, in taking a statistical 
•survey of the country on the north-east^ of the river, Ganges, 
was surprised at the number of Mohammedans which he found 
m ^those districts These are, in all likelihood, the, descendants 
of the Afghans and Kakeshelans, softened, m the course of two 
centuries, by intermixture lyith the Hindoos , for, besides the 
children^ which they had by Hindoo, women, ^^they used to 

purchase a number of boys during a scarcity, and educate 

( * ' 
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rUioom Cabolj^ fomklog him bo vu obliged to seek 
Tcfogo with tome of the zemlodtn, who had taken pU> on 
hU deplorable slttxailon In ihort, Khan 
Aaxixn before the ead of the /ear 990 
obtained qolet pottenlott of the dt/ of Tondah, the caphai 
of Bengal, tfid 00^ ^more re ettablitbed the ItnpeHal antho 
rity orer that coi&cr/ bot being afraid of the nnhealthtneu 
of the climate, and dealrotia of returning to hit famll/ be 
reqoetted that a luccessor might be Immedlatel/ appointed. 

Daring the revolt of the Moghul troopa, the acaUered 
(Afghani bad again collected In Orlisa, under the command 
of a Chief named Cattula Khan and hat’lDg taken complete 
poueiakm of that prorince, the/ extended their dominion orer 
the dittrloa of Mldoipore aodj^Bltaustpore. leavlog the rhcr 
Dommooda ca the barrier between them and the MogbuU. 

Ai toon u Khan Aarlm had taheo posteMlon of Bengal 
hit atteallon wu directed towardi tboae IrooblefOme 
ceighboort and In the rear oot he tent 

A. D 

a conilderable arm/ to otpel them from 
thote districts bat the chief to whom he entrusted the comm 
and of the expedldon, not feeling blmislf tuSdentl/ powerful 
to repel the /Jghaw by force deputed the celebrated 
Fcreed Addeen Bokhary author of the Hlitor/ of the emperor 
JehanglTQ who held a coarlderable command In the Imperial 
arm/ to cdnclode a trace wHh Cuttola Khan 

Ferced proceeded from Bardwan with an escort of three 


them la the Munulmaa religion Theie bo/i and all other 
converts, were allowed to uke iht Arabian iWe ol Shaikh 
and ihi poiterh/ of those arc, perhaps now raora nomeroos 
then the genulrie descendants of the Slock to which the/ an 
ascribe their oilgb 
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hundred chosen horse, and was met at the distance of four 
miles from Khoram by Cuttulu Khan. Both parties alighted 
from their horses, and having embraced, again mounted, and 
proceeded towards the fort, on the outside of which Cuttulu 
Khan had pitched a suit of tents, and prepared a grand 
entertainment for the ambassador 

Previous to the commencement of the feast, the Afghan 
Chief introduced one of his commanders, named Behadur 
Khan, to the ambassador , but the latter, who prided himself 
on being a descendant of the Arabian prophet, did not receive 
him with sufficient respect , on which the revengeful Afghan 
retired, in disgust from the company, and gave orders to his 
adherents to be prepared to retaliate the insult. This was 
overheard by some of the followers of the ambassador, who 
communicated their suspicions to their master that treachery 
M'as intended Fereed immediately took the hint, and, under 
pretence of sudden indisposition, requested leave to return to 
his own camp 

He was permitted to depart by Cuttulu Khan, who, being 
probably ignorant of the circumstances, had no intention of- 
injuring him but shortly afterwards he was attacked by 
Behadur Khan, and many of his people killed 

This transaction threw a great stigma on the Afghan and, 
incensed the Moghul general, who immediately advanced from 
Burdwan, and compelled Cuttulu Khan to take refuge in the 
forests. But as Khan Aazim was at that period preparing to 
leave Bengal, and several of the Chiefs who ^d come with him 
from Agra were anxious to accompany him back they refused to 
pursue the Afghans into Orissa, and the whole army 
returned to Tondah ' ■ . > 

Khan Aazim having settled the ‘affairs 'of Bengal and* 


I 
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Bohar resigned hlij emplqjrment, and arr]s-ed at Agra in 

the month of Rubbj-al Aral 13rd month of 
A. D 1584. , c > j t 

the jear of 99*), ,aod wa# most ciacl- 

ooilj reciered bf the emperor whp personally thanked him 
for hii senrlccs. j 


SHAHBAZ khan KUMBO 

This chief had taken a very actire part In the war of 
Bengal and open the rebellion of Matoom Fenujudy be was 
detached by Raja Todermal In pnnuit of their rebel He 
engaged him In the fclty of Ondo and haring entirely rooted 
him, compelled him to seek refoge with the the Raju of the 
moontalna, whose territories border 00 Oude. After this 
signal aerrlce, he rejoined the Raja s army at Hajypore 
where he was c^tla osefulty employed. 

After Khan Aaxlm had usumed the command of the 
imperkU army Shahbax Khan was deuebed with les'eral 
other Chiefs, to rav'sge the estates of the Kikeihehns in 
Ghoiagot; which having effected, he subdotd the coontry 
as far as the banks of the BorbatnpooteT 

In reward for these tertices. the emperor was pleased to 
appoint him to succeed to the goremment of Behar and Bengal 
upon the resignation of Kbao Aazim but 10 invidioos wav 
that oIBce now held that Shahbax Khan declined the honour 
and bad sauslly proceeded as far aa Joanpore on his way to 
Agra, fhen he vp^s by a special metscuger commiading 
him to return and assume the goremment, under the pain of 
bis Majesty 1 displeasure 

Shahbai Khan, having returned to Bengal, experienced 
mneb dliUcuhy In adjuttlng the affairs of that klogdom i the 
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tribe of Kakeshelan, and the adherents of other rebels, were 
still possessed of so much influence, that he found it impossible 
or at least dangerous, to reassume their jagiers He therefore 
permitted them to retain quiet possession * and from the same 
mou\es \\as induced to enter into a treaty with Cuflulu 
Khan, the Chief of the Afghans , relinquishing to them the 
proNince of Orissa, on condition that they should retire from 
Bengal, and refrain from further invasion. 

These acts of the new governor were not approved of at 
court, he was suspected of having received large sums of 


mone} for these concessions. He was 
Herevy apoointed therefore ordered, in the year 995» to 
governor, deliver ovcr the government to Vizier Khan 

A D 1587. TT J A 1 

Herev)', and to repair to Agra , where, 
upon his 'arrival, he was put into close imprisonment, and was 
not liberated for three years 

Vizier Khan .Here vy did not long enjo) his new dignit). 
He died the same year, at Tondah, without having effected 


an} alteration in the s)stem of his predecessor 
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rajakekore man sing, of ABNYR, 

Man Strg appomted governor of Bobar and Benga^Sobdocs 
the mntndar of Halypore— Uruuccessfol attempt to recover Orma 
—Ha son Jogut Stng taken priaoner by the Afghans— Mikes 
a temporary peace svhh them — The Afghani ieiia on the temple 
of Jagemaut— The Ra]a obtains a decaive victory over them and 
annexe* Oris** to the imperial dominions — Fixes on A^maV cl 
(Rajemahel) for hb capital of the three province*— The Afghans 
again rebels and enter Bengat^ — Peace restored— SuUan Khutero 
appointed nominal governor of Orissa— ITje raja ol Cooch Bchnr 
■vuits Bengal— The governor accompanies the emperor m an ex 
peditlon against the Dekkan | on which the Afghani again Invade 
Bengal and obtam pjasotsian of great part of iheVngdofn— 
Man Sing returns and defeais the Afghans In a despemte battle 
— Restgns hb government— Cause of his resignation— Attempts 
to raise hit ton la Uw the emperor'* grandson^ to the imperial 
throne— HH conduct forgiven— Re-appomied governor of Bengal 
but soon afterwards rC'CSbed to court. 

When Intelligence of the death of Virler Khan reached 
the Iffipertal court, which at that period was m the Punjab 
the emperor Akbar was pleased to bestow the gorernmcni of 
lichar and Bengal on Raja Man Sing whose siiter was mar 
ried 10 the prince Scllm (afterwards emperor under the title ol 
Jehangire) but os the Raja was then etnplored nkaiost the 
A(^,hans of Patahiwar orders were sent to St>id Khan who 
commanded y Patna, to assume the government i^l ikJ 
arrival of llur^aj^ to whom instructions were also given m 
procT-ed to I cngaT>ilih all possible despatch 

Man £lng arrived at Patna in )ear 997 Here he leirned 
that Poomh MuU Khedurye zcmlndcf ol 
llijypore had taken adranugo of the 
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'disturbances in that country,' m order to amass - considerable 
wealth , and that having collected a numerous army, he had 
assumed a degree of influence incompatible with his situation. 
On this account, the Raja, being resolved to subdue the spirit 
-of insurrection which had so long disturbed the quiet of the 
eastern provinces, immediately marched his army into the 
terntones of the zemindar, and compelled him to take refuge 
<in his fort , whence Poorun Mull, intimidated by the number of 
the imperial forces, sent a most humble message, offering to 
disband his army, to pay a large sum of money, and to give 
up all his elephants, provided the Raja would pardon him 
and allow him to retain his zemmdary. 

These terms were acceded to by the Raja, who imme- 
diately forwarded the elephants and money by one of his 
.agents to court This event was considered as an auspicious 
omen by the emperor who for a considerable time had 
received only mortifying intelligence from Bengal, and an 
honorary dress and congratulatory letter were sent to the Raja 
Some of the Moghul officers m Ghoragot, having extended 
the hand of rapine over the district of Jessore, the Raja sent 
his son, Juggut Sing, to punish them. The Moghul Chiefs, 
'•unable to oppose the imperial army, dispersed, and concealed 
themselves in the woods , but Juggut Sing seized their 
granaries, and fift>-four elephants, the latter of which were 
immediately forwarded to court 

Man Sing having an unfavourable opimon of the climate 
of Bengal, continued to reside m Behar, and allowed Sayid 
Khan to remain as his deputy at Tondah 

About this period, the Raja caused the important fortress 
of Rhotas to be put into complete repair , and added to the 
fortifications a loft) stone gateway, part of which is still stand- 
ing, He also erected a house for his own'occasional residence 
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deepened and repaired the reaorrolra of water and laid oat a 
handsome garden tn the Pertlan s^le 

In the jear 998 the Raja planted an expedition for the 
recorery of Oritaa ont of the hands ot the 
Afghans. Having assembled the troops 
of Bebtr at Bhagalpore, he marched through the watern bills 
to Bnrdwan but, prevkjas to hla setting oat, be had ordered 
Sajfd Khan to march with the troops of Bengal bj* 
the route of Cutwa, and to form a jnnctlon wUh him 
at Bordwan. Upon his arrival at this place he received on 
apology from hU depot/ stating that he had expetienced so 
much difficult/ and delay In equipping bis arm/ he was 
afraid the rain/ season would set In before an/ ^hlng could be 
effected against the Afghans and therefore strong!/ advised 
the Raja to canton bis arm/ till the eoocluilon of the rains, 
when he wonld immediately join him The Raja was much 
disappointed at this iotelligeoce but seeing no remedy he 
directed cantonments to be bollt for the army at Jehtnabad, 
on the banks of the Dalklsor river not many miles distant 
from the present Calcutta. 

Whlltl the ro/al army was In this sltuailon waiting the 
junction of the deputy-governor of Bengal Couulu Khin 
ordered a division of his troops to advance to Dberpore 
which was within fifty miles of Jehanabad and to plunder 
the country In that Tlcloiiy To pot a stop to the ravages of 
the Afghans, the Raja detached bis ton, Jtiggnt Sing who com 
pelled them to retire and to take refuge under the guns of a 
foa number of which had been constructed indifferent parts 
of that country At this place they pretended to enter Into a 
iwgotlailon whPc they were In dafly expeciailon of a rrlnforce 
ment from Cnttola Khan The young Raja was deceived by 
their tnlffcea, and as soon at the additional force arrived 
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the Afghans made an attack upon him by night, surprised 
his camp, took him prisoner, killed a great number of his 
people, and compelled the remainder to seek their safety in 
flight. The victory raised the spuits of the Afgans to the"^ 
highest pitch of exultation whilst the Raja was overwhelmed 
with confusion at the disgrace, and with sorrow on occount of 
his son who was carried prisoner to Bissuntpore, and, accord- 
ing to report which prevailed for some days, had been pttt to 
death. 

Fortunately for the royal cause, Cuttula Khan, who had 
been for sometime much indisposed, died a few days after 
this event , and as his children were not arrived at the age 
of manhood, the Afghan Chiefs released the son of the Raja, 
and through him, sued for peace. As the rainy season was 
■not yet terminated, and the Raja found himself unable to 
undertake any active measures, he readily listened to their 
proposals , in consequence of which the sons of Cuttulu Elhan, 
attended by Khuaje Issa, their minister, visited the Raja, and 
presented him with one hundred and fifty elephants, and many 
other costly articles. They then agreed, if allowed to retain 
•quiet possession of Orissa, to stamp the com in the name of 
the emperor, and to prefix his name to all public edicts . 
further, in complement to the Raja, they agreed to give up 
to him the temple of Jagemaut and its domain, held sacred 
by all Hindoos. The latter article highly flattered the Raja 
and his Brahmin counsellors and the young^ Afghans, after 
being treated with every mark of respect and attention, were 
clothed m dresses of honour, and permitted to return to 
Orissa , soon after which the Raja broke up his cantonments, 
and returned to Behar. 

,, Although the emperor was displeased at the want of energy 
evinced by the Raja on this occasion, he would not dissolve 
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tho treaty and tu long ai Ehnaje Issa, tho prime minliter 
of the Afghans, Ured, tho peace vru prcieired Inviolato on 
both aidea but at tho end of two yean that able man quitted 
thu tranaltory world, and the covetoos Afghans sotaed upon 
the rich and aacred territory of Jagemant 

This proceeding waa contldered oa sacrilege by the pious 
Raja, and he requested the emperor’s permission to cxter 
mingle the Afghans from that province. 

Having obtained the royal sanction. Raja Man Sing in 
the year loco, ordered all the troops of 

A D lipt a. 

Bflhar to proceed by the weitera road 
called the Jarcund route to Mtdnapore whilst he himself 
cmbarhed with a chosen detachment, In boats and proceed 
log down the Ganges compeUed Sayld Khan his depniy in 
Bengal to unHe hii forces on this expedition 

The Afghans alarmed at these preparations assembled 
all their forces and having retreated across the Subanrttba 
met, waited there the approach of their enemies The con 
tending armies continued for some time encamped oppoihe 
each other and daily skirmishes took place between their 
light troops At length the oatura! impatience of the Afghans 
overcame their {irudence they re-crosied the river and 
placing too much dependence upon their elepbinis, rushed 
with violence and preclplutlon upon the toyal army, which 
being drawn up with much sklH in battle array having a 
number of guns posted along the front, waited with coolness 
the advance of the enemy 

The Fire Irom the royal arullcry soon threw the elephanu 
into confusion and drove them back with terror and dismay 
on the Afghan line the squadrons of which having operwd 
nnd allowed the elephants to pass made a desperate charge 
upon the Moghuls but the latter being superior te numbers 
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resisted them with vigour The contfs’t lasted nearly the 
whole day at length the Afghans gav- way, and sought their 
safety m fight 

The Raja pursued the enemy, and nevt day took posses- 
sion of the city of Jellasore At this place, Sayid Khan, 
deputy-governor of Bengal, tired of the campaign, and envious 
of the reputation of his superior officer, left the army without 
permission, and returned to Tondah. 

Notwithstanding this defection, tne Raja continued to 
pursue the fugitives and compelled them to take refuge in 
Cuttack, a strong fortress, which was then in possession of 
Ramchund, the zemindar of the country, who had restored or 
changed its name to Sanngghur 

The Raja having invested the fortress on all sides, left his 
army to carry on the siege, and embraced that opportunity of 
going to pay his devotions at the holy temple of Jagernaut. 

Whilst engaged in these solemn duties, he received several 
overtures from Ramchund and the Afghans in Cuttack and 
upon his return to that place, finding little progress had been 
made in the seige, he consented to grant them peace, upon 
condition, that the Afghans should give up all their elephants, 
and promise to conduct themselves, m future, as faithful 
subjects of the emperor ; and that the zemindar should pay 
the revenues of the district into the royal treasury in return 
for which, jagiers were assigned to the Afghan Chiefs in the 
district of Khaleefabad, and the zemindar was allowed to 
retain possession of Cuttack and its dependencies. Thus 
the province of Onssa was again annexed to the imperial 
dominions, and the Raja obtained much credit for his 
exertions " - ^ ~ 

After this splendid conquest, the Raja returned in^ triumph 
^ to Behar, whence he despatched 120 elephants, tak-en from 


i 



313 


EUTDIT or BEKOAL. 


Tixct n 


tbo Afgtuoa to the imperial presence He then dotennioed 
upon taking charge of both the governments of Behnr and 
Bengal and fixed upon tbe city of Agmahel, the name of 
which he changed to Rajemahel ( palace of sorerelgnty ) at 
the capital of the three provincet.* In this place he ballt a 
palace, and constructed a rampart of brick, strengthened with 
bastions, all round the town the situation of which has been 
before described In the reign of Daood Rhan Kenny As 
the city increased In tlie and Celebris the Mabommedant. as 
a compliment to tbe emperor dignified It with the title ol 
Akhamagor 

, When the Raja returned towards Behar he left a con 
riderable force under the command of hit son Juggut Slog 
npon the frontier of Orltn and in tbe 
year toot thesemlndar Ramchnnd having 
Called in bit engagements the Moghul army again entered 
hit country tod took the forts of Jorwe Subhal, Khareghur 
and several other places. In the mean time tome exactioni 
having been made from the Afghans wbo by the treaty of 
peace had been allowed to retain their jaglcra they again 
rebelled, and having advanced Soto Bengal plundered the 
royal port of Saatgong In the vicinity of the town now called 
Hoogly 

These events again called the Raja Into the 6cld bat 
finding It was Impolitic to render tbe Afghans desperate he 
allowed them to return to their jaglera the semlndir of 
Orissa, having made an apology for his past condnet, was also 
forgiven and peace was once more restored to that unhappy 
province the InhaHtanls of which bad been so often 

* This place In ancient Umci under tbe Hindoo govern 
ment, was called Raje Clrhe 
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plundered, and their fields destroyed, by the contending 
armies 

In the year 1002, Sultan Khusero, then a child, the grand- 
son of the emperor, was appointed nominal governor of 
Orissa, and a portion of its revenue assign- 
ed for his jagier and for the payment of 
5,000 troops supposed to be under his command. The Raja 
Man Sing was confirmed as the young prince’s deputy and 
Sajid Khan removed from Bengal, and appointed command- 
ant of the troops in Behar. During this year, Raja Man 
Sing paid a visit to the emperor, and returned to his govern- 
ment loaded with honours. 

In the year 1 004, Luchmen Naram, the Raja' of Cooch 
Behar, whose territorry bounded on the 
D, 1595 6 Burhampooter, on the 

South by Ghoragot, on the west by Tirhoot, and on the north 
by tne.mountains of Thibet and Assam, and who is said to 
have possessed an army of 100,000 infantry, 4000 cavalry, 
700 elephants, and 1000 war boats, came to visit the Raja 
Man Sing, and professed himself a vassal of the emperor 
This conduct gave offence to his relations and neighbouring 
princes , they united against him , and compelled him to 
take refuge in his fort, whence he wrote to the governor of 
Bengal, requesting him to send a force to his relief. 1 

This event gave the Moghuls the first opportunity of enter- 
ing Cooch Behar A considerable detachment was sent, under 
the command of Jehaz Khan, who quickly dispersed the 
rebels, released the Raja, and returned to Bengal loaded with 
plunder 

In the year 1007, the emperor having determined on the 
conquest of the Dekkan, ordered Raja Man 
Sing to join him with as many troops as 
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When lUjt M 9 n Sing tignified hit detlre of rc*Ignlng hit 
government, a nobleman, named Abdul 

Mtn Slaj ™*l£Oi Ui 

yo T tfi i c neat , Jin/eed Aaaf Khan, was appointed to that 
Impoittm tnut, uod took chuBo of lii, 
Uaj«*d At eKUa. omce In the >«aT 1013 

The cauae of Ra]a Man Single rttignadon of to valuable 
a government, In vhich be wat conaldered at ettabilihed for 
life, will be- elucidated by the following extract from the- 
Hlftorj of HludoostaiL 

*^lien lodiipothlon of the emperor Akbar rendered him 
Incapable of attending to public butlneta the whole weight of 
govemmem fell on Khan Aailm the Selim Ahbax a 

only iurvhlQg too notwitbttandlng the dUpntet which he 
fonnerly had with hit ^er »at (dil looked opou ai the heir 
of the empire bat the Vlxlert daughter being married to 
Khutero the eldest ton of Selim that minister was deilrout 
of placing the relot of gorernmeut In the hands of hit too 
Inlaw He was supported Id this scheme by many of the 
nobles the matt entcrprlflng and powerful of whom wa* 
Jiaja Man Slog whoso sister was mother of Khutero, The 
Haja, from the antiquity of bla family and his own address 
commanded til the Hindoo ioterest io the^emplre and be 
had, at that very time twenty thousand of bis ustlve subjects 
of the Rajepoot tribe In and near the environs of the capital, 
prepared to execute bis orders. 5 ieIlBi being apprised of the 
powerful confederacy against him walled upon hli father two 
days before bis death, and laid before him all their schemes 
The emperor summoned Man Slog and the \T.Icr to hit 
presence reprimanded them severely and having publicly 
acknowledged Selim hli lawful successor In the empire 
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obliged the confederate lords to pay him homage, and to 
promise to support his title."’*^ 

The emperor Akbar died on the i6th of Jemraad-al-Akhir 
( the 6th month ) of the year 1014 , and 
A, D 160 S immediately upon this event, the Vizier 
and Raja Man Sing formed a conspiracy to place Khusero, 
the son of Selim, on the throne, in preference to his father. 
Their scheme was not successtul , and the Raja and the 
young prince were compelled to make their escape on 
board a boat from Agra. 

The new emperor, Jehangire, shortly forgave his son, and 

deemed it prudent policy to overlook- 
Man Sing re-ap , , r . T^ . . 

pointed governor the conduct of the Raja , but in order to 

of Bengal. remove the latter to a distance from the 

scene of intrigue, he again appointed him to the government 

of Bengal, with orders to proceed thither immediately, and 

keep m check the rebellious spirit of the Afghans 

In obedience to the royal orders. Raja Man Sing returned 

to Bengal , but at the end of eight months, 

early in the year 1015, he 

was re-called to court f As it frequently 

happens, that great events arise from apparently inadequate 

^ See Dow’s History of Hmdoostan, Vol. 111 
t Raja Man Sing was allowed to enjoy a life of ease for 
some years, on his paternal estates, but was afterwards 
appointed to the command of an army in the Dekkan, and 
died there A H 1023 (A. D. 1615). It is related,'that 
sixty women were burnt on his funeral pile, and that his 
seraglio consisted of fifteen hundred women, by each of 
whom he had two or three children, all of whom died beforo 
their father, except his successor. Raja Bhao Sing 
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tfm mud tonied hfi Cice to a foreign coontrr Hu ijl 
cotiiUtcd of One wrrx hor»e and a very amaU turn ot 
money which had proceeded from the sale ot hla other 
effects. Placing bli ^Ife upon the hone he walked by her aide. 
She happened to be with child and could lU endure the 
fatigue of BO great a Journey Their scanty pU»nce of money 
was toon expended they had even aubilited for some dtjra 
upon charity when they arrived on the iklrta of the great 
aolitudea which separate Tartary from the family of Timor in 
Indio. No hooiQ was there to coi*er them from the Inclemency 
of the weather no hand to relieve thtlr wanta To return, was 
certain misery ; to proceed apparent destruction 

They bad fasted three days to <romplete their mlilortnne 
the wife of Alois was taken in labour She began to reproach- 
her husband for leaving bis native cooDiry at an nnfonunote 
boor for exchonglog a quiet, though poor life lor the Ideal 
prospect of wealth (a a distant country In this diiirested 
situation she brought forth a daughter They remainid In the 
place for some hours with a vam hope that iravtlleTs might 
pass that way They were disappointed human feet seldom 
tread these deserts. The »ua declined apace they feared the 
approach of night the pUcq was the haunt of wild beasts and 
should they escape their hunfcer they most (all by thelf own 
Chaja Abss In this exlremUy having placed his wife on the 
horse found himself so much eahaasmd that bo could scarcel) 
move To carry the child was Impossible Uie mother could 
not even hold her«lf fast on the horse A fong contest began 
between humanity and necessity the Uucr prevailed and they 
agreed to expose the child on the highway The Infant core r ed 
wuh leaves was placed under a tree the disconsolate parenta 
proceeded In leirt. 

\\li«n they bod advanced about a mile from the place 



SECT. M J CUTTUB ADDEFN KHAN KOKULTASH. 22 1 

^nd tne eyes of the mother could no longer distinguish the 
solitary tree under ^\hlch she had left her daughter, she 
gave way to grief, and throwing herself from the horse 
on the ground, exclaimed, ‘‘ My child ! ” She endea- 
^ voured to raise herself , but she had no strength to return 
Aiass was pierced to the heart He prevailed upon his wife 
to sit down he promised to bring her the infant. He 
arrived at the place No sooner had his eyes reached the child 
than he was almost struck dead with horror A black snake, 
it is said, was coiled around it and Aiass believed he beheld 
him extending his fatal jaws to devour the infant The father 
Tnished forward the serpent, alarmed at his vociferation, retired 
into the hollow tree He took up hiB daughter unhurt, and 
returned to the mother He gave her child into her arms and as 
^ he was informing her of the wonderful escape of the infant, 
some travellers appeared and soon relieved them of all their 
wants. They proceeded gradually and came to Lahore 

The emperor Akbar at this time kept his court 
at Lahore Asuf Khan, one of that monarch's principal 
omrahs, attended then the presence He was a distant rela- 
tion to Aiass^, and he received him with attention and 
friendship To employ him, he made him his own secretary 
Aiass soon recommended himself to Asuf m that station , 
and, by some accident, his diligence and ability attracted 

r 

'the notice of the emperor, who raised him to the command of 
a thousand horse He became in process of time, master 
of the household , and his genius being still greater than 
even his good fortune, he raised himself to the office 
^d title of Actimad-ul-Dowla, or high treasurer of the empire 
Thus he, who had almost perished through mere want in the 


* In the Tankh Khafy Khan, he is, called Ghyas Beg. 
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dcMit, became In the space of & few jeira the firit fubject 
in India. 

The daughter who bad been bom to Aiaai In the desert, 
received toon after his arrival at Lahore, the name of Mher 
nl Nlsia, or the San of vromem She bad tome right to the 
appellauon for in beauty she excelled all the ladies of the 
east She was edacated with the utmost care and attention 
In music. In danang in poetry In pamtlog she bad no equal 
among her sex. Her disposition was volatile, her wit lively 
and satirical her spirit lofty and uncontrolled Selim the 
prince royal visited one day her father When the public 
entertainment was over whfn all except the principal 
guests, were withdrawn and wine was brought on the 
table the ladles according to curom were introduced jn 
their veils. The ambitioa of hther ol Niisa aspired to a 
conquest of the prince She surjg—he was In raptures she 
danced — be coold hardly be reitramed by the rules of 
decency to his place Her stature her shape her gait, bad 
raised bis ideas of her beauty to the highest pilch When 
his eyes seemed to des our her she as by accident, dropt her 
veil and shone upon him at once with all her charms The 
confusion which she could well feign on the occasion 
heightened the beaut) of her face tier timid eye by stealth 
fell upon the prince and kindled all his soul into love- lie 
was arlcnt for the remaining part of the cTcnlng She endea 
Toured to iouQrm by her wli the conquest which the charms 
of her person bad made 

Selim distracted with bis paisloo knew not what course 
to take Mbcr u! Misa had been betrothed by her father 
to Aly Cooly Sbere Afgun • Turkomaolan nobleman of great 
renown Selim applied to hli father Akbar who sternly 
refused to commit a piece of injustice though In favour ol the 
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heir of his throne The prince retired abashed , and Mher-ul- 
ISIissa became the wife of Shere Afgun. The latter, however, 
suffered in his prospects of life, for not having made a voluntary 
resignation of the lady to the enamoured prince Though 
Selim durst make no open attack upon his fortunate rival, 
during the life of Akbar, men in oflBce worshipped the rising 
sun, and threw accumulated disgrace on Shere Afgun He 
became disgusted, and left ^the court of Agra He retired 
into the province of Bengal and obtained, from tne Subahdar 
of that country, the superintendency of the district of Burdwan. 

The passion for Mher-ul-Nissa, which Selim had repress- 
ed from a respect and fear of his father, returned with 
redoubled violence when he himself mounted the throne of 
India He was now absolute , no subject could thwart his 
will and pleasure He recalled Shere Afgun from the 
retreat He was afraid, however, to go so much against the 
current of the public opinion as to deprive that amyr of his 
wife Shere was inflexible , no man of honour in India can part 
with his spouse, and retain his life His incredible strength 
and bravery had rendered Shere extremely popular. He was 
naturally high-spirited and proud , and it was not to be expected 
that he would yield to indignity and public shame His family, 
and his former reputation were high Born of noble parents 
m Turkomama, he had spent his youth in Persia , and had 
served, with uncommon renown, Shaw Ismael, the third of 
the Sufviye line His original name was Asta Jillo, but 
having killed a lion, he was dignified with the title of Shere 
Afgun, or the overthrower of the lion ^ Under the latter name 
he became famous in India In the wars of Akbar, he had 
served with great reputation He had distinguished himself 
in a particular manner, under Khan ,Khanan, at the taking of 
Sind by exhibiting prodigies of;jpersonal strength anti valour. 



■3*4 HUTORT OF BIHOAl- ^ [OCT 

Frefermentt had been heap>ed upon him and be was htghlj 
esteemed at comt during the life of Akbar who lored in 
others that daring Intrepidity for which be himself was 
renowned 

Jehangire kept his court at Dehly when be called Shere 
Afgon to the presence He rccelTed him graciously and 
conferred new honoors upon him Shere Afgnn, naturally 
open and generous^ snspectod not the emperor s Inienlloot 
Time be thought, had erased the memory of Mher>ul Kissa 
• fr om Jehangire s mind. He was deceived the monarch was 
resolved to remove his rival but the means he used were at 
ouce ungenerous and disgracefoL He appointed a day for 
hunting and ordered the hunt of an enormous tiger to be ox 
plored. News was soon brought that a tiger of an extraordinary 
size wu discovered In the for cst of Kidaibarl This savage. It 
was said bsd carried oS many of the largest oxen from the 
neighbouring viUagta. The emperor directed thither his 
march attended by Shere Aiguo and all bis principal offictri 
wuh their train of dependants. Baviug according to the 
custom of the Moghul Tartars, surrounded the ground for 
many miles, they began to more toward the centre on all 
[sides The tiger was roused bis roaring was heard In all 
quarters and the empefor hastened to the place 

The nobility being usembled Jehangire called aloud 
Hvho among you will advance singly and attack this tiger? 
They looked on one another In silence then all turned their 
eyes on Shere Afgun He seemed not to understand their 
meaning At length three Omrahs started forth from the 
cle and, sacrificing fear to shame fell it the emperor t 
foet, and begged permlnlon to try singly their strength 
4^iinstlhe formidable anlmaL The pride of Sbem Afgun 
arose He had Imagined thsi none durst attempt a deed so 
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•dangerous. He hoped that after the refusal of the nobles, the 

t 

'honour of the enterprise would devolve m course on his hands 
But three had offerred themselvs for the combat , and they 
were bound in honour to insist on their prior right. Afraid of 
losing his fromer renown Sbere Afgun began thus in the pre- 
sence “to attack an animal with weapons is both unmanly 
•and unfair God has given to man limbs and sinews, as well 
as to tigers he has added reason to the former, to conduct his 
strength ” The other omrahs objected in vain, “that all men 
inferior to the tiger in strength, and that he could be 
overcome only with steel ” “I will convince you of your 
mistakes,” Shere Afgun replied , and, throwing down his 
sword and shield, prepared to advance unarmed. 

Though the emperor was, in secret, pleased with a pro- 
posal full of danger to Shere, he made a show of dissuading 
him from the enterprise Shere was determined The 
monarch, with feigned reluctance, yielded Men knew not 
whether they ought piost to admire the courage of the man, 
nr to exclaim against the folly of the deed Astonishment 
was painted in every face , every tongue was silent Writers 
give a particular but incredible detail of the battle between 
Shere Afgun and the tiger This much is certain, that after 
a long and obstinate struggle, the astonishing 'warrior 
prevailed, and, though mangled with wounds himself, laid at 
last the savage dead at his feet The thousands who were eye- 
witnesses of the action were even almost afraid to vouch for 
the truth of the exploit, with iheir concurring testimony The 
fame of Shere was increased, and the designs of the emperor 
failed But the ' determined cruelty of the latter stopt not 
here other means of death were contrived against the 
unfortunate Shere 

He had scarcely recovered from his wounds, when he 

15 
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ctmo to p*y hi8 rapeett Rt coort He wm caremd by the- 
emperor and he inipected no guile. A tnare however wu 
prepared for him Jehanglre had meanly condescended to 
give private orders to the rider of one of hit laxgett elephants,, 
to waylay hit rival In one of the narrow itreett, when he next 
ehoold retnm to court, and there to tread him to death Aa 
accidents of that kind sometimes happen from the rage of 
those animals In the rutting season, the thing might have 
passed without snspIdoiL. Shere was carried b his palanky 
He saw the elephant In his vray Ho gave orders to the 
bearers to return back the elephant came forward they threw 
the palanky with their master in the street, and fled to save 
their lives Shere saw his danger He bad jnit time to rise 
He drew a short sword, which always hung by his side with 
this weapon he struck the elephant across the root of the 
trunk, whlah he cut off with one blow The animal roared 
turned from him, fell down and expired The emperor was 
looking out at a wbdow be retired with amatement and 
shame Shere continued bis way to tbe palace Ulthoniany 
suspicion of treachery he related the particulars to Jehanglre 
The latter disguised bis fentlmeists, but relloqulihed not his 
detlgns Ho pnlsed tbe strength and valoor of Shere who 
retired satisfied, and onsutpecting from the presence 

\Vhethcr the emperor eodcavonred to conquer hli passion 
for Mher ul Nlssa, or fell remone from his own behaviour Is 
uncertain but, for the space of sbe months no further 
attempts were made against the life of Shere, who now retired 
to BcngiL The former designs of Jehanglre were no secret 
they were the subject of common convcnailon Ilule to the 
advanuge of the character of a great prince Abtolote 
uyjnarchs, bowever ate never without men who flitter their 
sroTSt pasiloni and adrotaliter to theb most pemlclou* 
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pleasures Cuuub, Subahdar of Bengal, was one of these 
convenient s)Cophants. To ingratiate himself with the 
emperor, though perhaps not b} his express commands, 
hired forty rullians to attack and murder Shere, when 
an opportunity should offer Shere was apprized of the 
intentions of Cuitab He continued within doors , but 
such was his caniidence in bis own strength and valour, that' 
at night he would not permit his servants to remain in his 
house Thev according to custom, retired each to his own 
home An old porter onl} remained, of the men-servants, 
under the same roof with Shere The assassins were no 
strangers to a circumstance common in India They made 
their observation': upon the house they found that there was 
a room oh the right hand within the principal door, which 
Shere used as a writing chamber This room communicated, 
by a narrow passage, w’lih the sleeping apartments When it 
was dark, they took advantage of the old porter’s absence, and 
conveyed themselves, without discovery, into the house 

The principal door being bolted at the usual hour, Shere 
and his family went to bed Some of the assassins, when they 
thought he was fallerj asleep, stole silently into his apart- 
ment They prepared to plunge their daggers into his body, 
when one of them, who was an old man, being touched with 
remorse, cried out with a loud voice, “ hold ' ha\e we not 
“the emperor’s orders ? Let ‘US behave like men Shall 
“ forty fall upon one , and that one asleep “ Boldly 
spoken !” said Shere, starting that instant from his bed Seiz- 
ing his sword, he placed himself in a corner of the room 
there he was attacked by the assassins. In a few minutes, 
many of the villains lay, weltering m their blood, at his feet 
Scarce one-half escaped without a wound The old man, 

> who had given warning, did not attempt to fly. Shere took him 
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hj tho hind prilfcd, and thanked him for bli beharlour 
and having InqalriKl about thoie who hired the aatasiint, 
dltmlwedhlm wIthhand»omepre*cnta to relate the pirtlcnlart 
abroad 

The fame ot thi* gallant exploit reaounded through the 
whole empire. Shero could not atlr abroad for the mob who 
pretaed around him. He, however thought proper to retire 
from the capital of Bengal to hit old realdence at Burdwan 
He hoped to live there In obscurity and tafety with bit be 
loved Mher-ol Nlita. Ho wat deceived the Subadar of 
Bengal bad received hit government for the popoie of remov 
mg the unfortunate Shore and he wat not ungraceful After 
deliberating with himielf about the meant he at latt fell upon 
an eUectual expedient Settling the aiTalr of bit government 
at Ra)emahel which was at that time the capital of Bengal 
he rttolved with a great redone^ to make the tour of the 
depeodaot provlucet. In bit route he came to Burdwan 
He made no tecret to hit principal oShert that he had the 
emperor s orderi for dlipatcblog Shero That devoted amyr 
hearing that the Subihdar tvtt entering the town in which 
he resided, mounted hit horse and with two tei^anU on!) 
went to pay hit respects The Subahdar received S here with 
affected pollteneis They rode for sometime tide by eide 
and tbeir conversation turned upon IndUTerent aiTtirt The 
Subahdar tuddenly stopped be ordered hit elephant of 
state to be brought which be mounted under a pretence of 
appearing with becoming pomp In the city of Burdwan Shere 
stood lUIl when the Subahdar wat ascending and one of the 
plkemcn pretending that Shero wat In the way tiruck hit horse 
rnd began to drive him before him Shero wat enrtged ti the 
affront he knew that the pikeman durst not have used that 
freedom without hli matter a orders he taw plainly that 
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there was a desigir laid against his life. Turning therefore 
round upon the pikeman, he threatened him with instant 
death The man fell on the ground and begged for mercy. 

^ Swords were drawn. Shere had no time to lose he spurred 
his horse up to the elephant, on which the Subahdar was 
mounted, and, having broken down the amhhary or castle, 
cut him in two , and thus the untortunate Cuttub became the 
victim of his own zeal to please the emperor. Shere did not 
rest here he turned his sword on the other officers. The 
first that fell by his hands was Aba Khan, a native of 
Cashmire, who was an amyr of five thousand horse. Four 
other nobles shared the same fate : a death attended every 
blow from the hand of Shere The remaining Chiefs were 
at once astonished and frightened they fled to a distance 
and formed a circle around him. Some began to gall him 
with arrows , others to fire with their musquets His horse, 
at -length, being shot with a ball m the forehead, fell under 
him The unforturfate Shere, reduced to the last extremity, 
began to upbraid them with cowardice He^ invited them 
severally to single combat , but he begged in vain. He had 
already received some wounds he plainly saw his approach- 
ing fate Turning his face towards Mecca, he took up some 
dust with his hand , and for want of water, threw it, by way 
of ablution, upon his head. He then stood' up, seemingly 
unconcerned Six ball entered his body in different places, 
before h^ fell. His enemies had scarcely courage to come 
near, till they saw him in the last agonies of death. They 
praised his valour to the skies ; but, in adding to his reputa- 
tion, they took away from their own 

The officer, who succeeded the deceased Subahdar 
' m the command of the troops, hastened to the house of 
Shere. He wa^s afraid that Mher-ul-Nissa, m the first 
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P^xysmi of grief, might mtho aWay with hertelf Tful 
lady howerer boro her mlifortaoes with more fortlmdo and 
reaignation She waJ onwillfog to adopt the manner* of her 
country upon inch tragical occasions «he even pretended 
In vindication Of her apparent Inaenilbilhr to follow the 
lojnnctloni of her deceased lord She alleged that Shere 
foreicelng bis own fall by Jehanglre, has conjured her to yield 
to the desires of that monarch without hesitation. The reason 
which she said be gave were as feeble as the fact Itself 
was Improbable — he was afraid that his own exploits would 
sink into obllrion, without they were connected with the 
remarkable event of giving an empress to India 

When Intelligence of the death of Cuttob Addeeo Khan 
reached the emperor bo wa* much afflicted as ho was ever 
found him a faithful and devoted servant and it Is sshJ that 
on this occasion Jehanglre made a sow he would never see 
the lady who bad been though uncon«cloa«!y the cause of 
his fsrourito a death but the beauty and Vitrsctlons of that 
accomplished female made him change his resnlailon, and 
many years she conjointly with him ruled the empire ol 
Indbu A drcumtunce so uncommon in'^n Asiatic govern 
menf is thus recorded ou the coin of tbit period 

nnr orra •rr i 
vnJt 'll I 

By order of the emperor Jehanglre gold acquired a hundred 
tfeoes addflfonaf value by the the n^mc of the empreit boor 
Jehan tf Iht Wcniy^Khaf^ hhan t //ulH~r 



JEHA.NGIRE COOIjY KHAN CABULY, 


Early in the year ioi6, Jehangire Cooly Khan, who was 

. ^ ^ then governor of Behar, was, upon the 

A D 1607 

death of Cuttub Addeen, ordered to take 
charge of Bengal This was an officer of highly distinguished 
-courage he had gained great celebrity by the overthrow and 
-death of Sunkeram, Raja of Gorackpore, who had frequently 
been guilty of disobedience to the royal authority. 

In his disposition were blended the opposite qualities of 
piety and cruelty , he constantly retained in his service a 
hundred persons who could repeat the Koran by heart, and who 
at the end of every repetition, bestowed on him the merit aris- 
ing therefrom * He also attended prayers five times daily, and 
was much employed m religious offices but, as a judge, he 
was inexorable While engaged in prayers he frequently, by 
^ motion of his hand, gave the signal for the flogging, hanging, 
or beheading a culprit He was at all times at'^nded by a 
hundred trumpeters, who, whenever the villager disput- 
ed with him respecting their rents, used to make so 
■dreadful a noise as terrified the rustics into submission 
He was also constantly accompanied by a hundred Cash- 
minan archers, who could bring down the smallest bird 

I 

m Its flight, and who were ready to pierce with their 
tarrows any person pointed out in the crowd in short, 

1 


^ The English reader may perhaps be surprised at this 
•circumstance, but if he will recollect that his own ancestors 
frequently bequeathed large sums of money for masses to be 
paid for their souls ? he will perceive that the governor only 
anticipated events. < 
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he TTU deteited by the Inhabhinti of Behur , but, fortu 
lately ^or those of Bengst, he died In little more than l 
year after he had assumed that gorernment, and before 
he had time to make them feel effects of hli cruelty 
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IsUm Khan appointed to the goveromefit—Makes Dacca the 
CspUal of the provkice^Accoont of the Portuguess pintea— 
Sebastian Gonsalea takei po« >e n k >o of Sondee;! and »e\-erml 
other Islands at the month of the Ganges, and attains to great 
power— Ana poram brother of the long of Arracan takes refuge 
at Stmdeep— Glres hb ebur In marriage to Gonxalr^-DIes— 
The Wng of Arracan er{«a mto a confedrmey wuh the pirates— 
Thdr onlted force* Insade Beogal— Defeated— The Afghans 
onder Osman Khan re b el— The goremor sends an ambassador 
to them— T’* Afghans, refuse to submit— The governor sends an 
army under Shojaet Khan agamst them— A general engagement 
ensues, which aft r a hard fought contest, terminates In favour 
of the Meghuls — Osman Khan having been killed hb brother 
and son fupplIcUe for peace— The governor sends hb own son 
Hoshurg with (he prisoners and elephants to Agra— The gov- 
ernor of Behar being absent, on Impostor assumes the tide of 
Sultan Khusero and takes possession of Patru— The governo r 
tretiirm, and puts the Impostor to death— Islam Khan diet 

In the year of the Hezira 1087 the Government of 
Benial befog vacant by the death of the 
A. D i&S. occupant, Uw emperor war pleored 

to promote Islam Ipian to that oflice he at the lame time 
appointed Afrul Khan to the charge of Behar 

The firtt act of Islam Khan i authority was the removal 
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of the seat of government from Rajemabel to the city of 

Dacca , the name of which, m compliment 

Dacca made the ■ *.u u i 4 

capital of Bengal reigning emperor, he changed to 

Jehangirenagur He built there a palace, 
and a brick fort, some remains of which are still standing 
Although the oriental historians have not assigned any 
reason for Islam Khan's changing the seat of government, 
his motives are satisfactorily accounted for in the annals of 
Portuguese Asia 

It appears, that at the conclusion of the i6th centur)”, a- 
number of Portuguese were settled on the 

Portuguese pirates 

. coast of Arracan and Chittagong , many of 
these had entered into the service of the tnative princes , and, 
from their knowledge of maritime affairs, and by their des- 
perate bravery, had reason to considerable commands, and 
had obtained extensive grants of land, both on the continent 
and in the adjacent islands 

The treacherous or turbulent conduct of these adventurers^- 
having given offence to the Raja of Arracan, he, early in the 
. year xoi6, determined to extirpate them 

frbm his dominions , many were in conse- 
quence put to death, but a number of them escaped, in nine or 
ten small vessels, to the islands at the mouth of the river 
Ganges, where, for sometime, they lived by piracy * 

This conduct having attracted the notice of Futteh Khan, 
the Moghul commander of the island of Sundeep, he ordered 
all the Portuguese inhabitants and other Christians (on the 
island to be seized and put to death He then embarked. 


* See translation of Faria de Souza's Histoiy, Vol lu 
P 154 
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with €cx) loldien on boird foitf rcfielt, and went in punutt 
of the pirate*. He foondlthem at anchor off the Uland of 
Beccan Sbabaxpore, and attacked them with great rigour 
hot the raperior skill of the Portugese In the management 
of their ships and the use of iholr cannon coanter-balanced 
the advantage of numbers and after a bard fought contest 
which lasted the whole night, Fotteh Khan, with the greater 
partofhls troops, was kUfed and the whole of his fleet 
captured 

This anezpected victory raised the fame of the pirates 
and in conseqnence their couutijmen and Christian converts 
joined them from all quarters. They elected for tbelr Chief 
a common tailor named Sebastian Gontalei and determined 
to secure for themselves a permanent aettiement, by taking 
pottetilon of the Island of Sundeep 

In the year 1016 the whole Portuguese force consisting 
of 400 men. landed at Sundeep upon 
A p*^Co9. which the brother of Futieh Khan with 
the Mohammedan troops took refogo 
In a small fort, while the Hindoo inhabitants remained 
neutral spectators of the contest but as the garrison 
expected no quarter they defended themselves with 
great resoluUoa, tod the siege was protracted for a con 
slderable time at length, a Spanish ship having cast anchor 
at the Island the captain of her agreed to assist the Ponaguetc' 
and haring at night, landed fifty of hli men he marched with 
lighted torches and drums beating and being joined by the 
Portuguese they attacked the fort, entered It, and put the 
•whole of the garrison to the sword The native* of the 
islands Immediately submitted and were grsntcd security of 
their lives snd property on condition of dellvcrlDg up all the 
Mahommedani of these icoo were brought to the fort, and 
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in revenge for the Portuguese families that had been put to 
death by Futteh Khan, were butchered m cold blood 

Thus Sebastian Gonzales became absolute master of the 
“island of Sundeep, and was obei ed by the natives and Portu- 
guese as an independent prince In the course of a short time, 
his force consisted of 1000 Portuguese. 2000 Indian soldiers, 
200 cavalr}', and eighty sail of vessels, of various sizes and 
well mounted with cannon, and as his government was con- 
ducted with equity, many merchants resorted to the island, 
and, by their commerce contributed much to increase his 
revenue 

The neighbouring Chiefs, astonished at the prodigious 
success of Gonzales, sought his friendship, and deprecated 
his wrath , but, as he was of an iiiltractable and covetous 
disposition, he listened not to their friendly overtures , and 
although he was under great obligations to the Raja of 
Baiecala^ who had first given refuge to the Portuguese in their 
•distress, he ungratefully seized upon the islands of Shahbaz- 
pore and Patelbanga, which belonged to that Chief, by which 
means his territories became as extensive as those of some 
independent princes , and, consisting entirely of islands, were 
■secure from the attacks of an enemy, so long as the Portu- 
guese were masters of the sea * 

About this period, an event occurred which contributed 
much to the fame and riches of the pirates Anaporam, a 
brother of the king of ArraCan, who was governor of one of 

.* These islands, which are all situate at the mouth of 
the eastern branch of the Ganges, are at present but thinly 
anhabited, their only productions being nee and salt , and 
their climate is supposed to be vefy unfavourable to 
European constitutions. 
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the dixmcts }S th»l country Jurbg^ beeo gnllij of toae- 
misdememooT fled uid took refo^e at Soodeep ^beie ba 
prevailed npcm SebostUn Gonalei, bj the promise of a largo 
turn of mcmcf and falj slater In marriage to espouse bta 
ca u s e , and to ooslft blm fn therecovarf of bis gorertunenb 
Gonsaleo, in consequence sent a detachment of troops, and 
several ships with Anaporom to the coast of Amcan but 
they were so vigortrial/ opposed that tbef were obliged to 
return without effecting any thing more than bringing off the 
wealth and bmllj of Anoporm, who In compliance with his 
promise, paid Gontgles » large sum of mono/ and permitted 
his sister to turn Christian and to become the wife of the 
pirate. The prince short!/ after this event, died not without 
tutplclon of having been poisoned and all bli wealth fell Into 
the hands of Goniales 

The following i^r the Ka|t of Amcan having detennin 

ed to invade Bengal sent on envoy to 
A D idtff. „ , , , , 

Sundeep to condode a treat/ of peace 

with the pirates and to request their co operation against the 
hfogbol forces he was also authorised to demand the wife 
and children of the deceased prince The latter request was 
immcdlatel/ complied with and the lad/ having been 
carried to Chittagong was married to the governor of that 
place ^ 

A league was shortly after conefoded between the Ra]i 
and the Portuguese by which it was stipulated that the 
Rai*. tkould iQvadc Bcagsl with s hree ana} by land and 
that the Portuguese should co-operate by sea and with theif 
small vessels protect ond guard the passage of the nvers. 
The Raja also agictd to place his own fleet under the com* 
mand ol Consslcs provided the latter gave bis nephew as a 
hoiUgc for its safe retum. It was further stipulated that 
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whatc\cr conquers were made, should he cquallv' divided 
bctuccn iho conlraciing parties. Every thing having been 
settled to their inutinl satisfaction, the combined forces 
proceeded towards Bengal, and, without opposition, took 
possession of the country in the vicinity of Luckiporc and 
Bulloah on the eastern .side of the river Megna , but .i 
numerous arnij of the Moghul troops soon after arriving, 
the Arracanners were defeated with great slaughter, and llie 
Portuguese, having neglected to occupy the rivers with their 
gunboats, the former were pursued nearly' ns far as Chitta- 
gong , and the Raja, with great difhcult), clTccted his escape 
upon an elephant 

Such were, probabl) , the circumstances which induced 
Islam Khan to change the scat of government, and to fiv his 
residence at Dacca , where, by his alertness in opposing the 
invaders upon all occasions, he so much recommended 
himself to the emperor, that he was promoted to the rank of 
commander of 5,000 horse. Fortunate, indeed, it was for 
the inhabitants of Bengal, that they at that time possessed so 
active and enterprising a governor , for scarcely were their 
minds freed from the incursions of the Mughs, w’hen they 
were threatened by an enemy from the opposite quarter 

In the year 1020, the Afghan Chief, Osman Khan, son of 
Cuttulu Khan,* evinced signs of his 

A D 1611 

turbulent and unbroken spirit In order 
to bring him to a proper sense of his duty, the governor 
had the moderation to send to him an ambassador, who, in 
an eloquent speech, attempted to Convince the Afghans of 
the folly of drawing on themselves the imperial arms, and 
the little chance there was of again shaking off the Moghul 


* See page 208. 
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yoke wtuch he a«crtcd prened lighter on them than anj 
other clan of bli majeit)r*i nibjecu that nnltcd In the faith 
ofMobammed it was their duty a* the inferior power to bend 
to, and endeavour to assimilaie with the conquerors that 
nations nse and fall bj destiny that for six hundred yean 
the Afghans had ruled Hindoostan with despotic sway , but 
that fate had now consigned the sceptre to the hands of the 
Moghnls they ought, therefore to hear their lot with 
humility and resignation and bend down in submitnon to 
the Divine decree Had this address been made to any 
other nation it h possible it might have been attended with 
effect bnt os to the present day, the Afghans have never 
been able to *^conven their swords Into plough shares, and 
of the descendants of the namerous bonds of that tribe who 
formerly overran Bengal not a roan is to be found who will 
condescend to cultivate the groond the rhetoric of the 
ambassador wss thrown to the winds. The haughty Osman 
Khan, at tlie bead of so,ooo Afghans, considered himself 
as a second Alexander and breathed nothing but war and 
independence 

The governor having been thus foiled in amicable 
overtures, lost not another moment in rooking preparations 
to subdue this haughty spirit he fitted out a nuroeroiu and 
welt appointed army the command of which he entrusted 
to Shnjoet Khan a brave and experienced officer with orders 
to expel the whole of the turbulent Afghani from Oristm. 

Upon the approach of the royal army, Osman Khan 
advanced to the bonks of the Subanreeka nver the neigh 
bourhood of which abounded with swamps and quagmires, 
and was consequently unfavourable for the operations of the 
Moghul cavalry The Imperial general, however advanced 
in battle array, and found the Afghans drawn out ready to 
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receive him OSman had placed his war-elephants in front 
of the columns destined for the attack , and, upon the signal 
being given, these furious animals advanced, and bore down 
every thing before them Syed Adam and Iftikhar Khan, 
who commanded the right and left wings of the imperial 
army, with a number of other Chiefs of note, were soon 
extended on the plain. Notwithstanding great number 
of the rebels had become the food of the blood thirty 
sword, and were fallen in the dust of destruction,^ Osman, 
elated by the death of^ so many of the royal Chiefs, and 
regardless of the number of his own people who were slain, 
being preceded by a celebrated elephant named Bukhteh, 
advanced in person into the heat of the action , but being 
exceedingly corpulent, he rode a quiet elephant, carrying an 
ambhary^ or covered seat, from which he discharged his 
arrows with great execution Having at length, reached the 
post of Shujaet Khan, the imperial commander-in-chief, he 
ordered the driver of the war-elephant to trample that 
officer, and the small party which surrounded him, under 
foot Shujaet Khan, perceiving his intention, spurred on his 
horse, and wounded the elephant with his spear , he then 
drew his sword, and inflicted - four other wounds on the 
animal , but the furious beast, only more irritated by his 
wounds, made a desperate charge, and overthrew the 
geiieral’s horse Shujaet, however, extneated himself from 
his steed, gind, bravely standing his ground, wouhded the 
elephant twice on the fore-leg, which brought him upon his 


A literal translation of the whole of this passage may 
be found in the Appendix to the Descriptive Catalogue of 
Tippoo Sultan’s Library, No. 36. 
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knees the Chief then plonged his dagger into the ammal s 
tmnk, which completely disabled him. 

Shujaet Khan, having thos narrowly escaped from so 
unequal a contest remounted hla horse, and shewed himself 
to hb troops, who were ranch dispirited and begranlnp to 
retire At thia crisis, when a number of the royal generals 
having been killed and many more disabled bj wotinxls a 
umvenal panic pervaded the array by chance a Moghul 
ball from some unknown hand struck Osman in the fore- 
head, but the wound not proving immediately mortal he 
continued while he bad any strength remalmng to 
stimulate his troops to 6ght at length becoming faint, he 
was obliged to retire and the Afghans seeing their Chicrs 
elephant moving to the rear fled to their camp Osman 
reached his tent nearly exhausted and expired during the 
night. Early the next tuoralng Vcl> and Momricr the 
brother and son of the deceased fled with the body to their 
fortress and the Afghans diiperted themielres in various 
directions. 

The lUtc of the Moghul army was such that the> could not 
pursue the fugitlTcs, tOI a rcmforceracnt of 300 fresh cavalr> 
and 400 infantry jolucd them Shujact Khan then placed 
himself at their head and followed the Afghans 

The son and brother of Osman, seeing the pericverance 
of the iny)crial general found there was no alicmallre but 
10 throw themselves on his clemency they iherefoit sent an 
envoy to him to request be would pardon their errors and 
to state that If he would assure them of personal safety they 
would proceed to court, and become his mijestj • moit 
faithful dependants and adherents 

Shujaet khan having strictly complied with these propoti 
tioos the next dsy \ cly and Mumries with a number of tbe 
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^deceased Chief’s relations, waited on the imperial general, 
and presented him with forty-nine elephants and some jewels, 
being the only remaining property of the Afghan Chief With 
these proofs of his success, Shujaet Khan immediately 
proceeded to Dacca, and presented them and his prisoners to 
the governor. 

As this was the expiring effort of the Afghans to recover 
their authority in Bengal, the news was received at court with 
^reat satisfaction Shujaet Khan was honoured with the title 
of Rustemi Zeman (the Hercules of the age), and the 
.governor was promoted to the command of 6000 horse 

On the twenty-second of Mohurrem, A H 1022, 
Hoshung, son of the governor, arrived at 

A D 1612 

Agra with his prisoners and the elephants 
of the Afghan Chief , and was most graciously received , he 
also presented to the emperor several of the Hughs, natives of 
the countries of Pegu and Arracan, who had been made 
-prisoners during the war with those nations The customs 
of these people seemed to hiS majesty very reprehensible, as 
he was informed that they ate animals of every kind, and 
married their half-sisters, and that their religion was of the 
-grossest idolatry * 

During the period the troops of Bengal were employed 
against the Afghans, an imposter, calling himself the prince 
Khusero, eldest son of Jehangire, who nad been long confined 
4 n consequence of his rebellion, made his appearance in the 
province of Behar The misfortunes of Khusero had 
rendered him popular , and as India has always abounded 

*■ The inhabitants of the greater part of the Eastern 
Peninsula of India are Boodhists, or worshippers of Goutama 
— See Symcs' Embassy io Ava. ' 
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with ninneroui tdrenttirerf And toldten of fortune, ready to 
follow the lUndajd of any one who will pay them or hold oat 
to them a proipect ofplunder, In len than a week the im 
poster had collected a body of 7000 men with theae he 
advanced against the dty of Patna and ACinl Khan the 
governor being then absent with most of the troopi the 
banditti easily stormed the ramparts and the Imposter 
having glren up the town to be plundered by hli followers 
reserved for himself the palace and poperty of the governor 
He then canted blmjelf to be prodahned emperor tinder the 
title of Khosero Shah and sent orders to the Zemindars 
and other pnbhc officers to come and pay their respects 
hlany of these persons waited on him and, from the 
plansiblllty of his story were coDrinetd that he was the 
prince 

Afxnt EhaoL, the goyemor was at Gaxypore when he 
received InteUigence of the Insurrection, and u be had been 
one of Ehnsero s adherents doling the rebellion, and stni his 
well wisher he was at a loss bow to act bnl before his 
arrival at Patna, he was convinced of the deception and took 
the requisite measures for quelling the distnrbance 

The Imposter whose real name was Cultub wot not 
deficient in personal bravery lie laid hii troopi some miles 
from Patna, to oppose the approach of the governor; bot at 
the first onset he was abandoned by all but a few fnends and 
compelled to flee and take refuge In the palace there he 
defended himself for sometime with much resolution but 
was at length killed by a brick thrown at him from the roof 
of an adjoining building Ilis accomplices were then setred 
and they acknowledged that be was a young RohllU Afghan 
who having visited Dehly bad been there Informed be bore 
a strong icjemblonce to the unfortunate Prince Kbuiero 
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•whose hard fate was deplored by thousands , and that these 
circumstances had induced him to assume the name of the 
prince, and to try to better his fortune. 

Improbable as was the success of this enterprise, it has 
been frequently imitated in Hindoostan, and has caused 
considerable commotions 

Islam Khan continued to govern Bengal with great 
reputation, and died at Dacca in the 

A D 1613, 

year 1022 


COSSIM KHAN. 

Cossim Khan appointed to the government — Dispute with the 
son of the deceased governor respecting his brother's property 
—Affairs of the Portuguese continued — Sebastian Gonzales 
treacherously seizes the Arracan fleet — Ravages the cost of Ar- 
racan — Repulsed — Applies to the viceroy of Goa for assistance 
—The viceroy sends a fleet to invade Arracan — The Raja, assisted 
by the Dutch, opposes and defeats the Portuguese — Gonzales re- 
tires to Sundeep, and is pursued by the Arracanees, who defeat 
him, and take possession of that island, whence they make fre- 
quent incursions into Bengal— The emperor, irritated thereat, 
censures the governor, and supersedes him. 

The emperor Jehangire was much distressed when he 
heard of the death of Islam Khan, and, as a proof of his regard, 
appointed Cossim Khan, the brother of the deceased, to the 
government This officer proceeded immediately to Bengal , 
and meeting with Kereem Khan, the illegitimate or adopted 
son of his brother, at Raj emahel, disputed with him regarding 
the inheritance, and, by force, took from him a considerable 
part of the effects, and several elephahts, which the young 
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man contended were the propertj of the emperor Bj th!i 
conduct the governor incarred the rojal dliplearurc and 
although no notice wat immedhiiely taken of the drcumt- 
tance. It probablj accelerated hit recall 

At, diming the period of thli officer t government, bit 
attention wat principally occupied In oppoihig the Incuniont 
of the piratical Portuguese and the Mughi It now becomei 
requltlte to revert to their hlttory 

After the retreat of the army of Arracan Gonzales 
Affalivoftte treacheroufly Invited the captaint of the 
Portorvct* ce»- vettelt belonging to that nation onboard 
tie ed. them all to death after 

which he took poiteitlon of the whole Arracan fleet and 
ratnraed with it to Sondeep but In order to complete the 
measure of hli vlUany be immediately flued out an expedition 
to plunder the coast of Arracan which In conse<quenc« of the 
victory gained by the Moghuls tnd his seiznre of the licet 
was left totally unprotected- He therefore plundered and 
burnt many o! the towns on the coast tnd had even the 
audacity to go up the Arracan river and to seize upon all the 
merchant veaicls lu that harbonr he was repulsed however 
In his attack on the dty and compelled to retreat but, 
previous to his departure he had the mortlflcatlon to see his 
nephew whom he bad given as a hostage Impaled upon a 
lofty hill by order of the Raja lo revenge for hli Ircachery 
This sight did not awaken In the breast of the wretch an> 
tentiments of remorse for HH own infamous conduct but 
terred only to silmulite him to seek rewngc even at the 
expense of his Independence 

Ihirlng the whole period of Gonzales sueceis, be had 
never taken any notice of nor submlred hlro«eU to ihc 
authority of the viceroy of the Portuguese t ulemcoti In 



SECT VI.] 


COSSIK EH AN 


2+5 


India but upon his return to Sundeep, he despatched one of 
hts ships, with an intelligent agent, to Goa, to make an offer 
of his obedience to the viceroy, Don Hierome de Azvedo, 
and to urge him to the conquest of Arracan, whicli he 
described as a rich and fruitful country, and capable of 
making very little resistance On his part, he engaged to 
co-operate with all his forces, and to send to Goa an annual 
tribute of a ship-load of rice he further urged, that his 
conduct against th 4 king of Arracan had proceeded entirely 
from his desire of revenging the murder of his countrymen 
who bad been unjustly put to death by that prince 

The vicero}, ambitious of extending the conquest of his 
* nation to a country which had not yet submitted to the 
Portuguese yoke, fitted out an expedition, consisting of 
fourteen large galliots, one fly-boat, and a pink , and gave the 
command of it to Don Francis de Meneses, who had been for 
several years governor of Ceylon , but, m his instructions to 
that officer, he did not sufficiently appreciate the value of the 
assistance to be expected from the pirates, and even com- 
manded that the attack should be made without w'aiting for 
their junction 

On the third of October, 1615, the expedition entered the 
Tuer of Arracan* whence Don Francis despatched a galHot^ 
to inform Gonzales of his arrival, >and 

A D 1615 

resolved to wait at the mouth of the river 
till his messenger returned from Sundeep 

* Since the year 'I783, when the Birmans conquered 
Arracan, European vessels are not allowed to enter that river , 
but IS said to have six fathom water on the Bar, and to be 
capable of containing a very large fleet. Its source, however, 
IS not above seventy miles from the sea, although it was 
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la tiiQ inesD tftoe the Kajo, hav7ag leajrnt the hoctile 
preparatiooB ibat wcro making agiinrt him prevailed upon 
the maBfera of »ome Ihitch vesaefa, which were In the baibovvr 
to |olo b;m Bgalut the PonDgneje and on the ]5tb of 
October attacked the Utter with a oumerona fleet, led on bjr 
a J>ateh ablp The fight laated the whole d*^ but noibJog 
decisive took pUce and In the evening the Amcaneert 
returned up the river In ihf# simation, thing* remained till I 
nearly the middle of the month of November when Gonialcs 
made his appearance with fifcy^ tail of reisel*, of various ihes 
He wa* ranch Irritated at the roodoct of the viceroy In not 
hanng tent him ilroolj notice and eevertlf censnied Don 

F/and* for having entered the rJm preriou* to bis junction 

M the enemy had thereby been apprized of ihclr tnttntfons 
and were doubtless welJ prepared for the attack. 

On the 15th of Kovembcr Don Francla, dividing hU fleet 
into two sqasdrona, took the command of one himself and 
gave the other to Gonzale*. He soon alter got under weigh 
and at some distance from the city discorercd the Amcan and 
Dutch fleet drawn op read/ to receive blm With hi* own 
squadroo be attacked the right of (he enemy while Ganealet 
vigoroojly opposed the left The fight conunucd till sun set 
when Don Francis, being killed by a musquet ball, and above 
aoo more of the Fortugncie having alio fallen Gonialct 
foand ft requisite to retire and with the ebb ride returned to 
the mouth of the river where after burying the dead and 
consulring with the captains respecting their further proceed 
fogs It was agreed to abandon iho enierprlse and to return to 
Soodecp 


formerly soppoied 10 have ig rise In China— 'dVr Sf^ft 
Enhouy to Axo 
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This defeat ruined the affairs of Gonzales the Portuguese 
officers returned to Goa, and induced many of the pirates to 
-accompany them, His followers also, disgusted by his brutal 
behaviour, abandoned him , and, in the following year, the 
Raja of Arracan invaded Sundeep, defeated Gonzales, and 
took possession of the other island , whence, under the 
denomination of Mughs, the Arracanees frequently invaded 
and plunder the lower parts of Bengal, carrying oft with them 
the inhabitants as slaves * 

As Cossim Khan did not evince sufficient energy in 
repelling these invaders, the emperor severely censured him 
for his conduct, and, m the year 1027, 

A D 1618. 

recalled him to court, to answer for his 

negligence. 


^ In Major Rennell’s Bengal Atlas a considerable districts 
--are marked as “ Lands depopulated by the Mughs ” 
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IBRAHIM KHAN FUTfEH JU\G 

Ibrahim Khan {appointed to thtt i^orernment encoora^e* 
culture and manolactare^— The opfoits oi the En^zUsh fiau Indie 
Compan) arme, omtand, at Patna and estabTish a factory m 
I that citj'— The prlpcc *^hah J^ian rebelt—March*! to Dehlj— 
Defeated b> the erapercr— Fkes to the Dfkkan— ReaHved to in 
vade BcnFal—Obtains potse»too of the prtnnKe of Orw a— 
■ Adpancet mto BeoFol and laket Bordwan— The gm-rmor 
marchn from Dacca and takes poit with hu army In the vicintiy- 
of Rajemaheh— The pnnce eodeavoor* to bnbe ihegovcrror but, 
taDmg m succen adrances ogoimt him~>Cn»sea the mtr Ganges 
—Defeats and kills the governor 

Thia ofQcer who was married to a sister of empress Noor 
Jehon hid CreqaeoUy dinioguUbed himself in military 
eaCerpriser by which he had obuiaed the title of Victorious 
in war was chosen by the court as a perion weU>quaIified 
to defend the country agoloR allinraders Hli commUsIoot 
however did not Include Behar which was still coniioued to 
Afzal Khin bat he had permbslon to cominite his own 
deputy for the management of Orissa to which station he 
appointed his nephew Ahmed Deg He was also oJlovicd to 
appoint his son S^f Allah then only twelre )ears of age to 
be superintendent of Burdwto,* 

tor nearly five years the pronnee* of Bengal and Orissa 
en]0}ed, under the able government of Ibrahim Khan a 
state of tranquillity and security which tended much to the 
happiness of the inhsblianu Agriculture and commerce 


See the interctung fate of this youth In the Ilittory of 
Ilindooitan, \ oh liL p 105 
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The English 
East-Inrtia Com- 
pany establish a 
factoij at Patna 
A D 1620 


-were encouraged, and the manufactures were carried to a. 
degree of perfection that had never before attained The 
delicate muslins of Dacca, and the silks of Maldah, constituted- 
the chief part of the dress of the imperial court, whether male 
or female , and the fineness of its texture was such as cannot 
now' be imitated.’* 

It was during the period that Afzul Khan governed Behar, 
and Ibrahim Khan, Bengal, that the 
English first visited these provinces Some 
jears previous to this tiime, agents had< 
sent, overland, from Surat to Agra, where 
they had established a factory , and on 
their representation, two persons were sent (A D 1620) to 
Patna, to purchase cloths, and to establish a house of busi- 
ness in that city , but the great expense of land-carnage, first 
to Agra, and then to Surat, so enhanced the price of the 
articles, that in the following )ear the trade was abandoned f 
The spirit of the Afghans was completely subdued , the 
Assamians were 'repelled, and the incursions of the Arra- 
canees strictly watched by a fleet of war-boats Thus 
situated, Bengal had every prospect of enjoying an undisturb- 
ed state of felicity , but the ill-timed ambition of a prince of 
the royal family, who subsequently succeeded to the kingdom, 
lighted up the firebrand of war in these peaceful regions 


" The empress Noor Jehan is said to have entirely 
changed the fashion of the ladies’ dresses, to have invented a 
number of new ornaments to decorate their persons, and to 
have given great encouragement to the artisans and manu- 
factures — Tarxkh Khafy Kftan, 

t . See Messrs Hughes and Parker’s Letter Vol i. of 
India Records, A D 1620 ' 
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IhRAHIM KHAN FUT TEH JUNG 

Ibrthan Khwi ^appointed to the Roverument erwourages agri 
gtibirr^ rtran ofaLiufCj -The »utiH3 of the EngUsh fiaft Ifidi* 
Company erme, omUnd, at Patna and establtih a tactoiy m 
t that dty— The pn^ce *^h jehan tebcl»— Marchci to D«hJ)— 
Defeatfd bj the emperor— Fleea to the Dfkkan—R«<'IvTd to m 
«de Benpal— Obtains pottcasion ol the province of Ons^a— 
Advances into Eenpal and iidtes Borda'sn— The governor 
marches from Dacca and takes post with hb army In the \HdnI(y- 
cf Rajetnahef— The prince endeavours to bribe the goverr or but, 
faling m success advances agamii hiro— Crosses the nvtr Gangea 
—Defeats and kiJb the govemor 

This officer who sras married to a lister of empreti Noor 
Jehan, had frequently dbtioguUbed bltoielf in military 
etuerprlset by which he had obtained the title of *'cietorloat 
In war was chosen by the court a« a person well qualified 
to defend the country against all inraden Hli commUslon, 
howeser did cot Include Behar which was sbll continued to 
Afzul Khan bm he had pennbsk^n to nominate hli own 
deputy for the managemen of OrlsM to which itation he 
appoioted bis nephew Ahmed Deg He vi'as also alJoacd to 
appoint hi5 son S>f Allah then only twehe years of age to 
be superintendent of Dardwao • 

For nearly fire years the provinces of Dengil and Orissa 
enjojed, under the able goTcmmect of Ibrahim Khan a 
state o^ tranquillity and security which tended much to the 
happiness of the Inhabitants Agriculture and commerce 


• See the iBlerei Jog fate of iMs youth in the History of. 
Hindoosun. VoL Ui p 105 
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JBRAHIM BHAN FUTfEH JU\G 

Ibrahim Khan ?appoInied to lh« govxfomejU encourage* agn 
culture and manulacturea— The agent* ol the English East India 

Company amse, os’crlandi at Paioa and estabTish a factory in 
I ihatot)'— The pn^ico Shah Jehan tebeU— March** to DtWj— 
Ddcaud b) the cmpcror^PIec* to the Dcklcan—Resnlved to in 
\ade 6enpaI~Obtain* ponetilon o( the prosmca oi Orisfa— 
Advance* uito Bengal and take* Durduran— The gostmoc 
nurcWi from Dacca aed takea port «ith hts armjr in the vncinrl) 
of Rajemahef— The prince codc:irpur3 to bnbc ihegovtrvor bat, 
UiUng tn »uccm. advance* agaimt hla~>Cra**e* the nver Gongea 
—Defeats aod kiil* the governor 

This oEicer vbo aa« ouxried to a sUter of empreu Noor 
Jehao, had frequeaUj dUtioguUhed himself la miUur} 
cmerprisei by which he had obcaioed tho utie of Woorlous 
in inr vaj chosen by the court as a person well qualified 
(0 defend the country against all ioradets, llli commission 
houetcr did not Include Behar which wa* sUll continued to 
Afzul Khan but ho hid permUiion to nominato bis own 
deputy for the managemem of Orissa u> uhich staXtoo ho 
ippcloied bu nephew Ahmed Deg He ua* also alloscd to 
appoint hi] son S)f Allah iheo only twelve )cais of age to 
be superlrueodeot of Burdwatu* 

tor nearly five year* the province* of Bengal and Orissa 
co]0}ed under the able soremmeot of Ibrabim Khao a 
>uti3 of uaoquillity and security Hhicb tended much to tbo 
iupplne^ of the inhabitant*. Agriculture ami commerce 


he« the inicrciung fate of thb youth m the History oL 
Hiodoouan, Not ju. p 105 
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ere encouraged, and the manufactures were carried to a. 
degree of perfection that had never before attained The 
delicate muslins of Dacca, and the silks of Maldah, constituted' 
the chief part of the dress of the imperial court, whether male 
or female , and the fineness of its texture was such as cannot 
now be imitated * 

It was during the period that Afzul Khan governed Behar, 
and Ibrahim Khan, Bengal, that the 
English first visited these provinces Some 
years previous to this tiime, agents hadr 
sent, overland, from Surat to Agra, where 
they had established a factory , and on 
their representation, two persons were sent (A D 1620) ta 
Patna, to purchase cloths, and to establish a house of busi- 
ness in mat city , but the great expense of land-carnage, first 
to Agra, and then to Surat, so enhanced the price of the 
articles, that in the following year the trade was abandoned f 
The spirit of the Afghans was completely subdued , the 
Assamians were Repelled, and the incursions of the Arra- 
canees strictly watched by a fleet of war-boats Thus 
situated, Bengal had every prospect of enjoying an undisturb- 
ed state of felicity , but the ill-timed ambition of a prince of 
the royal family , who subsequently succeeded to the kingdom, 
lighted up the firebrand of war in these peaceful regions. 


” The empress Noor Jehan is said to have entirely 
changed the fashion of the ladies’ dresses, to have invented a 
number of new ornaments to decorate their persons, and to 
have given great encouragement to the artisans and manu- 
factures — Tarikh Khafy Khan, 

t , See Messrs Hughes and Parker’s Letter Vol 1 of 
India Records, h. D 1620. ' 
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In Order to eluddAte thia eveat, it becooiei requisite to 
rectu to the Hi*lory of Hlndooatan • ia which it will be 
found tbit, in the year of the Hejra 1015 the emperor 
Jehugire appointed hia third son Kboorum to command 
the army dcBtmed for the conqueat of the Dekkan and 00 
thla occailon coaferred on the prince the lofty title of Shah 
Jehan (king of the world) 

The prince waa lucceiaful the Chiefa of the Dekkan sued 
for peace, and agreed to pay an annual tribute and Shah 
Jehan, in the following year returned triamphant to court. 

In the )car 1039 whilst the emperor waa amusing 
himself In the dcHgbiful valley of Cash- 
mire the tributary prlncerf of the Pekhan 
threw o 9 ihetr allegiance, and supported their rebellion by an 
army of 60,000 horse 

Shah Jehan was again detached to the Dekksn with an 
army of 4aooa horse and 10 the space of a few Diootbi 
without any coiiiidcrablo action bo reduced the insurgents to 
their former obedience forcing them to pay the arrears of 
their Cilbuie which aas now settled at the annual sum of 
hfty dve lacs qf rupees. 

In the year 1031 Shah Jehan being again at the head of 

_ . , a numerous army devoted iohliser\lce 

Pn»r» sb«ii I bt* and convinced that, as long as bis elder 
brother Sultan Purvez lived he bad no 
chance of succeeding to the throne resohed to anticipate by 
force that which was ordained him by destiny 


• See Life of Jehangire \ol 111 
t Vlxim Shah, AdU Shah and Cuilub Shah SeaScoUs 
History of the Dckkan. 
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The author of the History of Shah Jehan ascribes his 
Tebelhon to the violence and ambition of the Sultana Noor 
Jehan “That woman.” says the writer, “finding that the 
health of the emperor declined, was apprehensive that the 
crown would devolve on Shah Jehan, who had for sometime 
been the determined enemy of her influence and power , she 
therefore resolved to rum the affairs of that prince, and to fix 
the succession in the person of Shanar the fourth son of 
Jehangire, who was married to her own daughter, by her 
former husband Shere Afgun ” A sudden invasion of the 
Persians, and the capture of Cuandahar, was deemed by this 
unnatural son as a fit opportunity to strike the blow On 
•Teceipt of the imperial orders to march his army from Burhan- 

pore, and to repel the invaders, he threw 

A D. 1621. rc L 1 j L 

off the mask, and on the twenty-seventh 

of Jemmand-al-Akhir, A H 1031, proclaimed himself 

emperor of Hindooston 

His next step was to proceed to Dehly, if not with the 
intention of deposing his father, at least with a resolution to 
assume the powers of government 

On his arrival in the vicinity of the captial, he wrote the 
emperor a letter, in which he stated the grounds of his 
complaints, and proposed to return to his duty on the follow- 
ing conditions — 

That the command of all the imperial army should be given 
to him without reserve 

That the governors of provinces should receive their orders 
from him 

That he should have the free control and command of all 
the arsenals and royal magazines. 
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That the Impregnable fort of Renllmporc thoold be placed u> 
bli bandf as a place of security for bU family during 
bis campaigns against the Persians 

TTjc emperor, previously displeased at bis conduct, was- 
enraged at these liLSoleot proposals He Usued an edict 
prociaJxnlag bis son a rebel and confiscating all bis estates 
and property he further commanded all bis loyal subjects 
immediately to Join the Imperial annr to assist him In 
defence of his throne. By these spirited measures the 
emperor soon found himself at the bead of 40 coo horse with 
ahicb he advanced to meet bis rebellious son 

The emperor was Impatient to come to an action but Asut 
Jab theMsier opposed this measure by affirming that it vras 
imprudent to a defeat with so small a force, while reinforce 
raents were daily expected In fact, the army of the 
1 unjab under the command of a distinguished officer named 
Mohabet Khan, Joined the imperial camp the next day after 
which (be ardour of the emperor was no longer to be 
restrained he attacked (be rebels near Tugiliekahad. defeated 
them and compelled his son to flee to the Dekkan. 

Shah jehan was pursued by the armies of his elder 
brother Solun Purrex and Mohabet. When he arrived on 
the banks o! the river Ncibudda, he endeavoured to mike a 
sued against them but being again defeated ho fled to 
(jolcondih At this place be formed the bold resolution of 
leuiDg upon Bengal Haring glrca his fugiuve troops lime 
to )om him be look ibe route of Orissa and before 
Ahmed Oeg the deputy governor ibil province had any 
uitcUigence of bit approach he entered that territory 
Ahmed Beg noitc unprepared to resist so sudden an auack. 
leJcaicd wUh his troops and left Otlsti to the 4uiet posies, 
sicn of the prmcc 
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Shah Jehan, after refreshing his army at Cultuck^ 

appointed Cooly Khan governor of the 
Shah Jehan in'* , , , j j 

vades Bengal. province, he then advanced to llurdwan, 

and laid seige to that city, which after 
some days capitulated During the time he was encamped 
before Burdwan, he recruited his army, by taking several of 
the Afghan Chiefs, with their followers, into his service he 
also wrote letters to all the Moghul officers, of whom he had 
any knowledge, inviting them to join his standard, and 
assuring them of every favour his gratitude could bestow 

It was immediately after the capture of Burdwan that 
Michael Rodriguez, the governor of Hoogly, apprehensive of 
an attack upon his settlement, went to pay his respects to the 
prince , as at that period the Portuguese had acquired great 
power in India, and had, at Hoogly, a good corps of European 
-artillery The prince was exceedingly anxious to attack them 
to his cause he received the governor with the greatest 
condescension, and promised him very great rewards, if be 
would assist him with some pieces of cannon, and a detach- 
ment of Europeans 

Rodriguez understood sufficient of the polotics of 
/Hindoostan, to see that the prince's project was a desperate 
one, and very unlikely to be attended with success. He 
therefore prudently declined the offer of Shah Jehan, but did 
nt in such terms that were considered as an insult, and, after 
the prince’s succession to throne, drew on the unfortunate 
inhabitants of Hoohgly the vengeance of that monarch 

When intelligence of this unlooked-for invasion reached 
the governor, Ibrahim Khan, he was exceedingly perplexed ; 
part of his army was employed in Chittagong against the 
Hughs and otner divisions of it were dispersed over the 
country, to enforce the collection of the revenues He, 
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however immediate!/ mirched from Dacca with what forces 
be coaid collect, and took postal Ra]omabel where ordered 
alt bii troops to rendezttnis. 

Shah jtbas coQslaced that, in hit skoalton dela/s were 
dangcroDJ aad that hti success depeoded eoUrcI/ upon the 
prompt and vigorous measures, advanced b/ rapid maichei 
touardi the goTemor who Ending that ibo cit/ of Rajemabel 
was incapable of standing a selge retreated to the fortiEcatlons 
of Terriagurr/ upon which were moanted a number of 
cannoo served h/ ragibood Europeans of different nations 
whom he hsd enconraged to enter his service but not 
considering this place suiGdenil/ secure be emnuted the 
defence of U to one of hU best officers, and oncamped with 
bis arm/ on the opposite bank to the Ganges 

^^'hlIlt the cootending armies were thus siiustcd Shah 
jehao wrote the governor a letter repisie with compliments 
for bli Edeht/ and attachment to the emperor and some 
excuses for his own conduct, to which, be said he was 
doubtless Impelled b/ fate that he considered the province 
of Dengal as beneath bU notices but that, as it la/ in his route 
be was obliged to pass ihroogb it which he hoped to do 
without opposition — that If Ibrahim Kban was partial to 
Dcogal he might make choice of an/ district In it he 
prefened and retire thither with hli wealth sod famil) 
where be should be permitted to continue in the enjojvncnt 
of ever/ thing be desired but if be preferred returning to 
Dchl/ he was at llbert/ to depart taking with bim all bis 
famil/ and propcitj for which a iafe*condua should be 
grunted and the prince s honour pledged for ibeir securit/ 
To tnis iniidlous proposal Ibrablm Kban replied that his 
mijc :/ had entrusted to him ibo care of ibil country, and 
the protection ol Us in h a b itants that he was grown old in 
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the impertal service, and in all prol^ability had not many 
years longer to live , that he was willing to sacrifice those 
years to the performance of his duty , and if he died a martyr 
in the royal cause, it would be a subject of fame to himself, 
and honour to his family but that as long as he retained a 
spark of life, Bengal should acknowledge no master but 
his sovereign 

Ibrahim Khan having taken the precaution to secure all 
aihe boast he could collect on his side the river, the army of 
Shah Jehan was prevented crossing, neither could they 
advance further on the southern bank, on account of the pass 
being in possession of the royalists 

In thfs dilemma, Deriaw Khan, one of the Afghan Chiefs 
whom the prince had taken into his service, being known to 
some of the zemindars in tte district of Boglipore, prevailed 
upon them to produce some boats, which they had sunk, and 
otherwise concealed from the governor The boats were, 
during the night, collected at a place some miles down the 
river, in the vicinity of Sooty At the break of day, Deriaw 
Khan, with his Afghan cavalry, crossed the Ganges, and was 
immediately followed by Abdullah Khan, who had deserted 
to the prince at the battle of Toghckpore, and had ever since 
been his principal counsellor 

When Ibrahim Khan found that the enemy had crossed 
the river, he withdrew as many of his troops as could be 
spared from the defence of Terriagurry and, being thus 
reinforced, advanced to meet the rebel Chiefs The number 

In order to conform to the orthography of Major 
Rennell’s map, I have written the names of ^e passes as he 
has done , but in the Persian character, they are written 
Telyagurhy, and Sankrygully. 
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of ioTCti on c3cb nde were ncAilj e<]ual, but tbe troops of 
Shih Jehan were better mounted. The governor entnistcd 
tbe comnund of the hist lino to hfs oephev Ahmed Beg nrho 
durged the eoemj with great vigour but his nephew being 
repulsed the governor advanced with the second line and 
though requested b/ his friends not to risk his person In the 
beat of the engagement bo replied my hfs is of no 
consequence 1 wilt devote It to the service of his majesty 
and either conquer or die Having said this, he rushedji 
with his corps of reserve into the thickest of the enemy; he 
was shortly surrounded and fell covered 
wounds bis death served at an 
excuse to bis troops to qolt the deld 
they ded towards Dacca and left their camp to be plundered 
by the enemy 

Doting the period that Shah Jaben had been contriving 
means to cross tbe river his engineer Roumy Khan had 
pressed farward the siege of Temagurry and at the time 
that the battle was raging on the opposite bank, be set Cre to 
to a mine which blew up twenty yards of the fortUiealioni 
and opened a breach through which the rebels rushed with 
impetuosity and put the greater part of the garrison to the 
swonL 

The capture of Terrlagurry and the death of the governor 
decided the fate of Bengal tbe authorttv of the prince was 
everywhere acknowledged and the icraindars anj public 
officers hastened to make tbcir lenas with the conqueror 


IoihcJeh\ngiroNanieh.ihe foruess Is said to have 
been merely an enclosed burying ground but the long 
defence U mode does not comdde with that iutemcni. 
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Shah Jehan, after he proceeds to Dacca— Takes possession of 
the public treasure and the governor's property Advances to 
Patna, and obtains possession of that city— Prevails upon the 
governor of Rhotas to give up the fort, to which he sends his 
family— Advances to Benares— Hearing of the approach of the 
imperial army, he re crosses the Ganges, and takes post, with his 
army, on the banks of the Tonse river— A battle is fought be- 
tween the two armies — The rebels are defeated, and the prince 
retires to Rhotas— Proceeds to Patna — Orders Darab, whom he 
had left as governor of Bengal, to jom him— The governor 
refuses- The imperial army advances towards Patna — The prince 
quits Bengal, writes a penftential letter to the emperor, and is 
forgiven 


A D 1622 


The prince, whom we must now consider as the ruler of 
the province, lost no time m pursuing the 
few remaining royalists. He seized upon 
all the boats that had been collected by both parties , and 
having erribarked the select part of his army, proceeded, with 
all possible despatch, down the river, to Dacca Upon his 
arrival there, the gates of the fort were thrown open ; and 
Ahmed Beg, the nephew of the late governor, finding it la 
vain to contend further, waited on ihe prince and delivered 
to him all the elephants, horses, and other property of his 
uncle, also 4,000,000 rupees m specie, belonging to govern- 
ment ‘ 

After this event, the pnnee gave audience to the zemindars 
and public officers of government He received them 
graciously and having confirmed most df them ' in their 
appointments, he nominated a young nobleman named 
Darab, the son of Khan Khanan, to the government of 

. 17 
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Beogal , but, as a secorltjr for bis fidelity obliged Um to send 
bis son along with the anny as a hostage 

After remaining a short time at Dacca^ Shah Jeban 
marched towards Patna, which, at that period, was the jagier 
of the prince Porrez who had entrusted the care and defence 
of it to MukhlUs Khan , but that officer, terrified at the 
approach of the rebels abandoned bis post, and Qed to 
Allahabad 

Shah Jeban, having without opposition, obtained poises' 
slon of the capital of Bebsr occupied the Sonbahdar’s palace 
and sommoned all the semindaxa and public officers to attend 
his court, and mole a declaration of (heir ailegiance. As he 
was now completelf matter of the three prorlnces, be fonnd 
no dtfficnlcy In enforcing his wishes , and even Sjed Mnbarlek, 
the goremor of Rhoias came and delivered to him the ke>s 
of that Impregnable fortress. This event be considered of 
the greatest importance as It afiovded a secure asjium for 
blsfamllj and the wives of his followers during the uncertain 
Issue of the approaching campaign He therefore sent off 
bis iaraa, and all{hls children -under charge of a careful officer 
to Rhous, with orders to remain there, either till hit return 
or tHl be should send a confidential person to bring them 
to him. During the time this branch of the ro)^ famil;r 
resided In Rhotas, the prince Morad Dukbsh was bom 
Ilavlait refreshed and recruited his forces at Patna, the 
prince appointed B;ram Beg governor of Debar , and having 
formed bis arm/ Into three dlvUIons, ordered Abdullah 
Khan, with the left, to proceed and conquer Allahabad. The 
right divliloa bo entrusted to Derlaw Khan, the Afghan with 
directions to take posseislon of Oude whilst the centre division 
under his own command, was dosiined to lecxtre Josnpore and 
Benares, 
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, Hitherto fortune had favoured the audacious schemes 
of Shah Jehan . he was puffed up with success and, on his 
route, assumed all the state and authority of the sovereign. 
He advanced by short marches, listening to appeals from the 
decision of former governors, and settling the government of 
•the country. 

In the mean time, the prince Purvez, and Mohabet Khan, 
who had lost sight of Shah Jehan for a considerable period 
after his flight from the river Nerbudda, having heard of his 
success in Bengal, marched through Malwa and Berar, With 
an intention of driving him from that province ; but on their 
approaching the vicinity of Allahabad, they learnt that he was 
already in their neighbourhood, and on his route towards 
Dehly. 

Upon the arrival of the rebel forces, under Abdullah, at 
Joosy, on the bank of the river opposite to Allahabad, he 
found that Rustem Beg, the governor, had secured all the 
boats, and was prepared to oppose his crossing. Abdullah 
was therefore compelled to wait the arrival of some large 
boats, which accompanied the army from Bengal. In the 
mean time,he employed his engineers in constructing batteries, 
on which he mounted several .heavy cannon, that completely 
commanded the passage ; the boats having joined him in a 
few days, he succeeded in crossing his troops, and took 
■possession of the city of Allahabad. ' 

During these operations of the left wing, Deriaw Khan 
advanced, with the right, to Joanpore, and obtained undisput- 
ed possession of that district , whilst the pnnce, with equal 
•facility, became master of Benares. After the conquest of 
Joanpore, Deriaw Khan continued his route to Manickpore , 
'but at that place, Having * received intelligence of the approach 
of the royal army, under Sultan Purvez, he deemed it prudent 
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to rttreat towards Bentrei , AbduJlah KJun alto abandoned 
AlUbabad, and both wlnj^ having fonncd a junction with 
the v^ v'° body, Shah Jehan le-crotted the river and 
encamped on the banka of the Tome which fails Into the 
Ganges, some milts below Allahabad where be wailed the 
approach of the royal forces. This possession was natural} 
strong , and hi case of a defeat, secured bit safe retreat to 
Rhotas and Btngal, wltbooe having to cron the Ganges — a 
mcaiore replete with danger when pursued by a victorious 
enemy be also secured all ibe boats that could bo colleaed 
under his own encampment. 

Having taken these prudent precamlons the prince, 
called a council of war Id which it was the opinion 
of his most eipericnced officers that be should nob 
risk a general engagement, bat remain entirely on the defen 
she. TbU opinion was^ however coDtroverted by Kaja 
Hblme, wbo declared that in such a cause procrastination 
was ruin and that, If (be Moghuls and A/gbani would not 
fight (or their prince, he himself would attack the enemy with 
his Rajepootj Shah Jehan wbo possessed the greatest 
bravery and could not brook d^lay coincided in opinion 
with the Raja, and orders were given to prepare for baolo. 

In the meantime the royal army haviog onived at Allaha 
bsd CTOitcd the Jumna, and advanced against the rebels. 
The engagement commenced by a diiunt cannonade bnt 
Mobsbet, the Imperial genera), finding that, by his numbers 
be for out I tanked his adversaries, ^ordered a dlvUinn of his 
army to nuke a circuit to the right, and, crossing the Tense 

DtfusofSktk ^ I® tear of the rchols this 
was deJCKtously performed, and. 

^ Shih Jehan found himscif surrounded on, 

ail lUci despair added resolotloa to his courage with firc» 
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hundred chosen horse, he rushed into 'the thickest of the 
enemy , but his army, with the 'exception of Raja Bhime, who 
was ‘slam, not following his example and his own horse 
having been shot under him, he was prevailed ujion, by the 

1 

entreaties of his friends, to quit the field, ?.nd retire to Rhotas. 

As the imperialists had suffered severely in the engage- 
ment, and their horses were much fatigued by long and 
continued marching, Sultan Purvez did not think proper 
immediately to pursue his brother , and in three days Shah 
Jehan had the pleasure of embracing his family in 'their 
secure and quiet retreat.^ At Rhotas the prince was joined 
by a number of his troops, who had escaped from the battle ; 
and having again formed these into regular squadrons, he 
withdrew part of his family from the fort, and marched 
towards Patna he at ' the same time sent orders to Darab 
Khan, whom he had left at Dacca, as governor of 
Bengal, to advance to his assistance , but that ungrateful 
wretch, hoping to ma^ his peace with the royalists, aban- 
doned his patron in the hour of distress, and jwrote to the 
prince, that the zemindars had risen in arms on all sides ’ of 
him, and totally prevented his quitting Dacca. 

His treachery was too apparent ; and the stern Abdallah 
Khan, in opposition to the wfil of the prince, condemned to 
death the innocent son of Darab, who had been placed as a 
hostage in his hands. 

The royal army, having halted some days to refresh them- 
selves in the vicinity of Benares, continued their route towards 
Bengal on their approaching Patna, 5hah Jehan, finding 
fhat city untenable against so superior a force, abandoned it, 

* Rhotas IS situated in the mountains, far from the ' high 
road. ' 
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and retired to Rajeouhel hence he wai afaln driven* and 
compeUed to retreat to the Dekkan* by the nme route he bad< 
entered BengtL Danb Khan, the goremor tnating to the 
cletnency of prince Purvei end the Intereu of bit fa th e r who 
held the dignified title o( Khan Khanan (Chief of the 
SobUitj) In the Imperial court, and wu the son of the 
celebrated Byram Khan the preceptor of Akbar came to the 
ro)al camp and gave bimtelf up as a prisoner the prince 
iccotamended him for forgiveness bat the emperor who had 
cruelly punUhed all the adherents of bis son Khasero, alter 
that prince i rebeiUon, refused to spare the favourite of Shah 
Jebao, and commanded that bis head shonld be sent to court, 
to ser^e as an example to all other traitors, howerex high 
thdr rank and connectioas. 

Sometime after this event, Shah Jehan, being reduced to 
the greatest distress, wrote a peniteitiisi letter to his father 
he was forgiven on condition of tending orders to his 
jidherents to deliver up all the forts in their poasessloo. By 
these mcaai Rhous became again subject to the ro>al 
authority ai>d not a trace was left of Shah Jehan s having 
been for two years the posseuor of these provinces. 

Were we to judge of Shah Jehan s condua by the rules of 
Christian morality, or by European poli^ we should coo 
demo it as unpriodpled and unnatural if we but refer to the 
events which took place on his accession to the empire and 
several other iruiances which have since occurred, U will be 
manifest, that bid his elder brother Purvea lived Shah Jehan 
would have bad ng alternative, but the thron* or the grave, 
li iberelore b« could have secured to himself even during 
hii lather's lifetime the kingdom of Bengal, he would hare 
been held excused. In the opinion of all his countrymen atuh 
had he UmUed his ambhioo to that object, as he was 
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favouwte of his father, there is little doubt but he might have 
gained the emperor’s consent to the measure But he 
verified the Persian proverb, “ten dervishes will sleep on 
one blanket, but two kings will not sleep in the same 
climate ,"■* for, on his accession to the throne, he destroyed 
every male ( excepting his own children ) of the posterity of 
Sultan Baber 


KHANEZAD KHAN. 

When the emperor was informed of the flight of his son 
from Bengal, he nominated Mohabet Khan to the government ^ 
of that province, but as he was anxious that so experienced 
an officer should still conduct the war against Shah Jehan, he 
commanded him to continue the pursuit, and to place his 
son, Khanezad Khan, as his deputy in the government. We 
are unacquainted with any part of the conduct of this noble- 
man, further than that, when his father had seized upon the ^ 
emperor, and governed the empire with absolute sway^ he 
remitted to court the large sum of 23,000,000 of rupees m 
specie, being the surplus revenue of that province ; but before 
its arrival at Dehly, Mohabet Khan had generously relinquish- 
ed his power, and the money fell into the hands of his 

enemies. Khanezad Khan imitated the 
A. D. 1626. , . , r , , 

example ot nis father , and, to avoid the 

disgrace of being superseded, resigned his appointment, in ' 

the year 1035, and was afterwards most graciously received 

at court. 

1 

Kehem signifies a blanket ; and Akleevi, the fourteen 
climates, into which the world was divided by ancient geogra- 
phers The rhyme cannot be preserved in the translation. 
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MUKURREM KHAN , 

On the removal of Kbanezad the emperor appoiotcd 
Mukorrem Khan to the government of Ben^ and bellowed 
Behar on Mirxa Rottem, a Penian prince of the Sofy family 

Mukurrem Khan took op bU reildeoce at Dacca, and as 
the eaatem parts of Bengal are intersected by rivers and 
creeks, navigable at all seasons of the year and as during 
the four months of the raJot great part of the country is 
inondaied usoallythe modeiof travelling Isby water on which 
account the governors of Betrgal have always kept up a Urge 
cstablUhmenc of boats of every description wbeiber for state 
war or pleasure find the venerttlon of the Inbabltantt for 
tbe tuteUry deliier who are supposed to preside over the 
rlvertf aed vatera, is earned to an ezueme both by Hindoos 
and Mohammedans, bordering dose opon idolatry t even the 
present governora are obliged t> comply isitb tbe tu{^stl(ion 
^ ol their subjects by making, at Dacca, aji anmtal offering to 
Khuaje KhUer (supposed to be the prophet EiUs ) to 
propUUts bis good offices In protecting their InUnd 
commerce.* 

Maburrem Khan took great pleasure la aquatic excursloos 


* Thisoffcrlngcoailiisof a boat, or ship constructed of 
bamboos and coloured paper onumcnled with Hags, lamps 
dc. It Is placed upon inverted earthen pots and being 
carried In procession to tbe river side, Uunebed into the 
river amldtl the acclimations of the popuUce and tbe 
disco rdint sounds ot every kicd of music and n frMe down 
the current with majestic pomp It U called the offering of 
the hicn. 
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and frequently went on the river, attended by his courtiers, 
seraglio, &c About six months after his appointment to the 
government, he received intelligence that a letter of much 
importance from the emperor, was on its way to 'him. To 
evince his loyalty and respect to his sovereign, he ordered 
the state boats to be prepared and set out from Dacca 
to meet the bearer of the letter. After sailing for sometime 
up the river, and the hour of prayer drawing nigh, the gover- 
nor gave orders for the fleet to put on shore. It happened 
that the boat which his excellency had made choice of on this 

occasion was exceedingly long and narrow, and much better 
*■ ^ 
adapted for rowing than' for sailing : m attempting to gain the 

shore, the broad side of the vessel was brought to the current , 

1 

a sudden squall' at the same moment took the sail, and overset 

her the servants and people who were on the 'deck escaped; 

but the governor, and several of his courtiers who were m 

the state-room, could not extricate themselves, and were 

drowned 

* 1 - 


KHAN. 

When the unfortunate fate of the late governor was known 
at court, his majesty was pleased to nomi- 

A D 1627. 

nate, m the year 1036, the Nuwab Fedai 
Khan to the government ; and as, for a number of years, 
except the twenty-two lacks of rupees remitted ,by Khanezad 
KJaan, no revenue had been sent from Bengal, the emperor 
stipulated with , the new governor, , that, in, addition to the 
usual presents of elephants, sjlks, muslins, ambergris 
amber, &c.,. he should annually remit to the exchequer present 
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oi 500,000 nipeeJ for the 10721 tue, and an equal nun for the* 
uu of the empress Noor Jehan. 

Fedal Rhan gorcrned Bengal daring the remainder of the- 
reign of Jehangire bat soon after the death of that monarch 
and the sacccsslon of Shah Jehan to the 
A. D 16A throne which happened earl/ m the /ear 
1037 be was aaperteded by Cosslm Khan, 
a favourite of the new emperor 


COSSIM khanjobuny 

rbe governor lake* offence at the Portugaae in Bengal'^ 
RrpreieaXJ thdr csndua«lo (ha/rsprrer »ho ordcra them to be 
capdied from hU dominions— The govtmer maku preparation* 
to Attack Hoogh— The armies advance and surround the to«rt— 
The besieged defend ihemjel»es with great brarery—Oy the 
cxplouon of a mme one of the hssitoos U destroyed— 7^ Moghuls 
storm the fort— Many of the UihabitaoU retlr*' cn board ihdr ships, 
and are there attacked by ancther division of the army— 'The 
Portuguese set 6 re to several of thrlr ovn ships, but the greater 
port arc taken by the enemy— Hoogly csublUhed as the royal port 
of benga) and the public olHccis withdrasn from Saatgong— 
Cesum Khan dies. 

borne years alter (be arrival of Coulm Khan in Deogol, he 
took offence at the conduct of the Portuguese man/ of 
whom had established themselves in v'arloui parts of the 
province and auumed a degree of authority to which they 
were not entitled he therefore wrote to the emperor that be 
was v^ry much disturbed in the duties of his olSce by some 
Kuropein IdoUiori, who had been permitted to establish 
ihemielres at Hoogly on the western bank of the Bagaruity 
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liver, for the purpose of trade ; that, instead of confining^ 
their attention to the business of merchants, they had fortified 
themselves in that place, and were become so insolent 
that they committed many acts of violence upon the subjects 
of the empire, and presumed to exact duties from all the 
boats and vessels which passed their factory, and had 
completely drawn away all the commerce from the ancient 
port of Saatgong. The governor also represented, that the 
Portuguese were in the habit of kidnapping or purchasing- 
poor children, and of sending them as slaves to other parts of 
India , and that their pirates, in consort with the Hughs, 
committed innumerable aggressions on the inhabitants of the 
districts on the eastern branch of the Ganges. This report 
re-called to the emperor’s mind the refusal of Michael 
Rodriguez, the Pprtuguese governor, to afford him any 
assistance when engaged in the rebellion against his father 
and the offensive manner in which that refusal had been 
given , he therefore resolved to satiate his revenge, and 
ordered the governor to expel the idolatrous Portuguese 
from his dominions. , 

In obedience to these orders, Cossim Khan, in the year 
^ ^ 1041, commenced preparations to attack 

Hoogly , but took his measures with such 
caution, that he corhpletely concealed his intentions from the 
Portuguese Having made the requisite arrangements, he 
gave out that he was about to subdue the refractory zeminders- 
of the districts of Mukhsoosabad, and' Hijelle. To effect 
his purpose, he directed a force, under Behadur Kumbu, to 
proceed from Dacca to Mukhsoosabad , and a second army, 
under the orders of his own son, Inayet Allah, to march to 
Burdwan ; whilst a third detachment under the command 
of Khuaje Shere, proceeded by water, to take possession ofr 
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tbo rfrer below Hoogif and hy coMtnicdog a bridge of boat* 
ar Seerpore,* to cut off the retreat of the f*ortngtic*c 

Khuaje Sbeie having arrimi at bl* po*t, teut intelilgeuce 

(o the other Chief#, who Immediatolf 
D advanced and on the tecond of Zilhije 

(X 3 th month) of the year 1041 the rojal 
army Invested the town on all side*. Patties were Immediate- 
ly sent to plunder the district belongfog to the Portuguese, 
and to destroy every person of that nation they could find 
and as Hoogly had been for many year* a considerable port, 
a number of mariners and boatmen were settled la the vlci 
city , all these were seized and compelled to aulst lo erecting 
batteries, and to work the artillery of use of which the 2 iIogbuIi 
were very Ignorant. 

The liege was eoatinaed (or three months and a half 
during which time the Portuguese made frequent o/Terof 
submission, and sgreed to pay a Ulbote of 100 coo rupees 
but as they ware in dally hopes ofsito^our from Europe or 
Goa, they did not relax lo tbei{ defence, and, by their con 
tlniii] shoaer# of musquet hejii, aptfcjyd the besiegers tb a 
great degree. The Mogbui generals finding all other efToeis 
In Uhio, were obliged to have recourse to the miners who ‘By 
carrying a sap to that part of moat near the church, which 
was both narrower and shallower than any other place by 
m ea ns of drains drew off the water Some of the ofCccfs 
while advancing their galleries In other places, discovered 
mines of the besieged, which they destroyed the the centre 
mlae, which was canied on by Qthadur Kumbu, was 


* Probably Scwramporc, commonly caUeJ Serbamporc 
now belocglcgto the Danes. 
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Hon tIv takep, 
October, 

A, D. 1632. 


:onductei under a lofty bastion, upon which a great number - 
of the besieged daily assembled On the 
14th of the month of Rubby-al-Avul (3rd' 
month) of the year 1042, the mine being 
ready was loaded The troops were then > 
drawn out, and a jsolumn advanced towards the bastion , 
whilst the besieged, supposing it was to be attacked, 
collected there in great numbers. For sometime a continued 
discharge of cannon and musquetry was kept up when at 
length, the mine being fired, the whole of the bastion, 
with the persons thereon was blown into the air. The 
Mohamm'edans, on beholding this event, made a general 
assault The slaughter of the Portugmese was very great 1 
many in attempting to escape to' their boats, were drowned ; 
a few of them got to their ships in safety, but there they were 
immediately attacked by Khuaje Shere and his division The 
captain of the largest vessel, on which were embarked 2,000 
men, women, and children, with all their wealth, rather than 
yield to the Mohammedans, set fire to the magazine, and blew 
them up many other ships followed his example Out of 

I 

sixty-four large vessels, fifty-seven grabs, and two hundred 
sloops which were anchored opposite the town, only one gp:ab 
and two sloops, belonging to Goa, made their escape . and 
these owed their safety to the bridge having been broken, by 
some of the boats taking fire from the flames of the ships 

Whatever property, either afloat or qjji shore, escaped the 
fury of the elements was taken possession of by the' conquerors; 
and all the pictures and images which ornamented the churches, 
the worship of which had given great offence to Taje'Mahel, 
the empress of Shah Jehan, while in Ben^l were ‘tom down 
and destroyed. 

From the commencement of the seige, till its conclusioii; 
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not leu I ooo oE the Portuguew w*re deitrojxd and 44OO 

men, vomen and chlldfen were taken prisoaert of these tome 
of the priests (against whom Shah Jehan or hit queen had 
tatfn a great aversloo) and 500 of the best looking young 
persons, were sent to Agnu The girls were distiiboled among 
the Aarams of the emperor and the nobilltj* and the bo/s were 
cirenmdsed and made Mussulmans the Jesuits and other 
fnarswere threatened with severe punishment if the/ did not 
abandon their religon and become Mohammetlans , but, after 
some months coo&nemeat were liberated, and sent to Goa.* 


* It is a circumstance worth/ of remuk, that the name of 
Hoogl/ is never mentioned in Faria De Soora s Hlstor/ of the 
Portuguese (the English iraoslatioD of which wu pobilshed In 
1695) although he acknowledges that the/ lost a largo town In 
Eengal in the /ear 1635 but which he calls Colin Messrs 
Hughes and ParLcr also in their Letter from Patna dated Dec. 
i6jo stale that the Portuguese are porssssed of two forts in the 
bottom of Bengal one called Pirpoilye (probab!/ PIpIe/) the 
other Goli/r 

The best account of the origin of Hoogt/ which I ba>o 
seen ma/ bo found In the Appendix to the Descriptive 
caiabgim of Tippoo Sultans Ubrar/ ho 37, but as that 
account does not dehne the period at which U was fouiuled it 
is reasonable to suppose that \ P De Sampra)o the 
commander of il nine vessels which entered the Ganges 
in 1537 8 did not ncglca so favourable an opportunlt/ of 
establishing a scuiement in Dsogsl (an object for which the 
Portuguese had been long anxious) during the time that 
Shcre Shah was engaged in his contsst with the emperor 
<(IIumajon.~Sci the fiote in page 145 
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Hoogly having thus come into the possession of the 
jMughuls, was established as the royal port of Bengal A 
regularjFoujeder was appointed from court, who, m the process 
of time, was made independent of the- governor , and all the 
public officers were withdrawn from Saatgong,* which soon 
declined into a mean village, now scarcely known to 
Europeans 

Shortly after this event, Cossim Khan, the governor, died 
at Dacca He was much regretted by all the Mohammedans, 
being a zealous in his religion, an encourager of literature, 
and himself an eminent poet. 


AAZIM KHAN. 

The emperor was much distressed on receiving intelli- 
gence of the death of his favourite, the governor of Bengal ; 

^nd, in the year 1043, appointed a noble- 

A, D, i632'3. 

man, namediAazim Khan, to fill that impor- 

-tant office. 

It was during the government of Aazim Khan, and in 
consequence of a firmait\ from Shah Jehan, that is to say 

, in the year 1043, that the English first 

A D. 1634. 

obtained permission to trade with their] 

» 

* Saatgong was kno'wn to the Romans, by the name of 
Ganges Regia It is a famous place of worship, and was 
formerly the residence of the kings of the country, and said to 
have been of an immense size. — See Asiatic Researches^ 8vo 
edit Vol. V. p 278 — See also Rcnnell\M’emotr of the Map 
of Htndoosian, p. 45. ^ 

f The firman is dated Feb. 2,1634; 
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»hlps to Bengal bat u the Moghul government bed felt tbe 
danger of aliowing Etiropexae to enter the river Ganges and 
to themselves as the Portngoete had dona at 

Hocgl;- the vcskIs were restricted form eoterlng any other 
port than Plplej In Balasore end it was at that place tho 
English established their first factor7 In Bengal.* 

The abilities of Aasim Kbao were, however not found 
equal to the arduous tosh of governing so extensive a 
province He allowed his dominions to be invaded \*Ub hn 
punn/ both by the Mughs and people of Assam who earned 
^ ^ ^ away much plunder and many of tho 

Inhabitants Into slavery Por this conduct 
he «ai, In the year 1047 re-called to csuit and severely 
ceoiured by the Cmperor but being a person of very 
illuurloas descent, ho was shortly forgiven, and appointed to 
the government of Allahabad Uii daughter was a few 
months afterwards married to tbe prince Sbujaa. 


• SioJSrtaet innalt of tkt SAit India Comfonv V, D» 




ISLAM KHAN MUSHHEDY. 

/ 

Character of this officer— The Mugh Chief of Chittagong 
^cknoivledges himself a vassal^ of the Moghul emperor — The 
governor changes the name of Chittagong to Islamabad — The 
Assamese invade Bengal— Opposed and defeated by the governor, 
who pursues them into their own country— Returns to Dacca — 
Is appointed V izier — Account of the rebellion of the Raja of 
Boujepore. 

This was an old and experienced statesman and soldier, 

who had acquired much celebrity during the late reign , but 

as the times required all the exertion of the latter character, 

he IS accused of neglecting the civil and judicial duties, and of 

devoting all his time to military pursuits 

It was during his government, that Makat Ray, one ot the 

Mugh Chiefs, who h eld Chittagong on the part of the Raja of 

Arracan, having incurred the displeasure of that prince, and 

‘ being apprehensive of an invasion by his 

A D 1638 

sovereign, sought, in the year 1048, the 
protection of the emperor of Hindoostan He paid his respects 
to Islam Khan at Dacca, acknojvledged himself a vassal of the 
empire and made over the sovereignty of his territory. This 
is the first account we have of the conquest by, or surrender of 
Chittagong to the Moghuls, although it is included as part of 
the imperial dominions in the Ayeeti Akderry* Its present' 


Chittangong originally belonged to the once independent 
-extensive kingdom of Tipperah , but being a frontier province, 
frequently changed its masters , and was sometimes governed 
by the followers of Brahma, and at other periods ruled by the ' 
worshippers of Boodh. From the flatter it was probably taken 
18 
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Mohaomedm ucoe of T^1afw^K^f^ corrobontes ths circomt— 
txsc* tboTB related though eotne hlttorlani have doubted 
whether it obtained that name prerioas to iU conquest, twenty- 
elgb yeuf tubiequent to thit ercnt. 

Whilst Islam Khan was thus extending the bouodailes of 
the empire the Inhabltaots o! Assam, encouraged by the 
succeu of their former depredations. 
A, D iCjS. ,1 . . . a / 

collected In the year 1048 a great force 

and embarking on the river Buthampooter In dre hundred 
large boats rmshed like a torrent on the plains ot Bengal They 


by one of the Afghan king of Bengal as U is stated by Faria 
de Sousa, that, in the year 1531 the viceroy of Goa sent an 
agent with presents to Mahmood Shah , that the mluloo landed 
at Chloagoog and proceeded thence to Goar but that the king 
being susplcioui of their Intentions. seUed on the same day 
thirteen p>ersoQt at Gout aud thirty nf the ship s company at 
ChluagODg Iq revenge for which the Portuguese some months 
after burned the town of Chittagong (See Faru Dt Souza 
p 418). It was probably taken poiiesilon of by the prince of 
Anacan daring the contest between the Afghans and 
Moghuls and eras not again aotuxed to the tmpire UU the 
government of Sbalsia Khan u will hereafter bo related Abul 
>asal has In the same manner included several of the provinces 
in the Dekkan In bis Taisttn yunnj which were not con 
quered till the reign of Auniogzebe (See -f>/rw Aiitrrr 
\ol ll) 

The much of a British detachment, in the year 1704 to 
repel the Birmans, atceitained that the boundary of Chius 
gong was considerably further sooth than muked in the maps. 
The liver Kaal U now the 11 ns of demarcation between the 
two countries.— See di/nr a Z’ai^jrri ' iu p, nj 
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plundered all the towns and villages on the banks of the 
Burhampooter , and had marched the capital of the promce, 
when they were met by the governor with a fleet of war-boats, 
many of which were armed with cannon against these 
weapons, the vessels of the Assamese could make little 
resistance , they were shortly m flames ; and the crews 
compelled to take to the shore were attacked by the Moghul 
cavalry, and 400 of them put to the sword 

Islam Khan followed up his victory, by pursuing the 
fugitives into their own country he entered Assam and took 
fifteen of their forts, in which he found much spoil He 
afterwards subjected the whole district of Cooch Behar, in 
which there were several strong fortresses , but as the the 
rainy season was approachmg and as he found much 
difiiculty m procuring gram for his troops, he deemed it 
prudent to retire, before the roads should be rendered 
impassable by the overflowing of the river 

He commenced his retreat, and, although much harrassed 
by the enemy and the want of supplies, he brought the greater 
part of his army safe back to Bengal but, upon his arrival , 
at Dacca, he found an order to deliver over his government 
to the Nuwab Syf Khan, the deputy of the prince Shuja^, 
second son of the emperor , and to return to court, to take 
On himself the office of the Vizier This situation he held 
for some years, and died as Subhadar of the Dekkan, in the 
year 1058. 

During the period that Islam Khan was employed in 
Assam, the Raja of Boujepore took advantage of the tem- 
porary absence of the governor lof Behar, and extended the 
iand of usurpation over great part of that province. Ab- 
dullah Khan, the favourite general of Shah Jehan, and who 
had served him zealously during his rebellion, was immediately 
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iBvxited with the gorercmoot of Sdur and ordered to 
proceed and ponlih the xemindir He proceeded b/ rapid 
marches, and hanag on hU &ttt artlnl attacked and defeat 
ed the Ka]a compeUed him to take refuge in h\s fort of 
Boujepore, then contidered a place of coniiderable strength. 
Abdulla rcgolarif InveUcd the fortreu and after tome 
weeks, fiiccecdet^ in making a practicable breach, when orders 
were gUen for the troops to prepare for the assault but 
before ibejr advanced, the Raja threw open the gale and with 
bis wife and children proceeded to the camp of the con 
queror AbduUa was inclined to have pardoned the Raja 
but on the approach of the nnfortunale familj some of bis 
minions whispered to him (bat the Ud7 was celebrated for her 
beautj This circumstance decided the fate of the prince 
the bead of the rebel was scot to court and bis wife was 
kept to adorn the seraglio of the Mohammedan oQlcer * 


* If the Hindoos would take tbe trouble to read the 
history how ought they to rejoice In their change of masters 
but, sliNes to the system of fatalism they look with apathy on 
the vicisiUudei of this world and consider etery event as 
pre-ordained 
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Sultan Shujaa appointed governor-— Again transfers the seat 
of government to Rajemahel — Appoints his father-m-law to be his 
deputy at Dacca— Account of Mr Boughton, an English surgeon 
who obtains considerable privileges for his nation— The prince re- 
called to court- Appointed governor of Cabul — Re-appointed to 
Bengal— His character — State of Bengal under his government- 
indisposition of the emperor Shah Jehan— Shujaa asserts his 
claim to the throne— Advances to Benares— Dara, the eldest son 
of Shah Jehan, marches from Dehly— Detaches his son Soliman 
with a numerous army to oppose Shujaa— The contending armies 
encamp on opposite sides of the Ganges— Ra]a Joy Sing endeavours 
to negotiate a peace between them — Shujaa agrees to retire , but 
Soliman, anxious for an opportunity of displaying his military 
talents, crosses the Ganges, and surprises the Bengal camp 
— Shujaa, compelled to flee, takes refuge in Mongier — Receives^ 
information of the defeat of Dara by his brother Aurungzebe, and 
of the latter having usurped the throne — Dubious what line oh 
conduct to pursue — Writes a letter of congratulation, and sends anj 
envoy to Aurungzebe— Shujao again takes the field— Advances to 
Allahabad — Proceeds to Kudgwa— The army of Aurungztbe 
arrives at the same place — A battle ensues, in which Shujaa had 
the advantage , but neglecting to secure the ground in front of his 
encampment, is attacked the following day, and after a hard-foughf 
contest, completely defeated — Reflection on his conduct — Shujaa 
retires to Patna — Is pursued by the prince Mohammed and Meec" 
Jumla— Shujaa retreats to Mongier — Fortifies that post, and the 
passes of lernagurry and SicklyguUy — Mohammed takes Patna- 
Joined by Meet Jumla — The latter obtains information of another 
road into Bengal — Monammed advances, by easy stages, towards 
Mongier , whilst his co-adjutor enters the western hills, and gams 
possession of the district of Bissuntpore— Shujaa again compelled 
to retreat, proceeds to Rajemahel — The royal army mvests that 
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oiy— Shu]{U flees to Tondalv—Tho letiinrin of ib« rams aod 
swdfiDR of the river stop any further porsuU— The royal artny 
cantons m the vtonUy of Rajemahel— Shufaa recruits bts army 
and harasses the fanpcnal camp^The Pnnee Mohammed having 
been betrothed to one of bis cottsiat deserts (o bhuju— Conduct 
of ^feer Joznlaon this occadoo— The mama^e between the pemee 
hlohamtned and iba dw^hier of Shujaa c'^Iebrsted at Toadah— 
Great rejoicings thereon*^Tho imperialists prepare to cross the 
Ganges-^Shajaa encampt bes army^Assigns a consplcaous post 
to his nee son in Uw— The impenalbu cross the river— A battle 
ensues— Shajaa is defeated, and flees towards Dacca— Jumla 
takes possemion of Toodah— Conduct of the emperor Aurungrebe 
upon recerving mlefligence of tho desertion of his son Mohammed 
—Stratagem to break (he connealoQ between Mohammed and 
Shujaa— The pUa succeeds— Shujaa dismisses h s setiMn law and 
dsoghter—Amvci at Dacca— Forsaken by hii trt«ps— Rcsofvedl 
to seek refuge at ChiiUgoQg, or Arraeao -Entert the country ef 
Tipperah— Arrives at Chittagong — Oisappouiied at not fbdmg 
any ship there— CooUnoes KIs |oumcy to Arracan— At flrtt 
favourably received by the Ra|a— The Haja alitrs his conduct— 
Sends an Insoleat mesugt (o th« prince— Orders him to quit his 
(emtoncs— Magnanimous conduct of Shujaa on lb's occasion— 
Tbo Raya accuses the prince to his coin ol of having forrned a 
pict to slexa the tdogdem— The Arraeao troops surround the 
pnoceaod his small party— A combat emum— Greater part of the 
Moghuls kiUtd—Shojaa taken pruonsr— Droaned— The pnoecss 
slabs heneif in de»piir~Tfae daughters scued and on t of them 
forobly marned to the Raja— The sons put to death. 

Early in the year 1049 Soltaa Shujaa, the secood son of 
. etaparor Shah Jahan then twenty 

A. 0« I 

four years oi agr, took poiiejiioo of the 
gOfcromcQl of Ucogal but bU father fcsriaf to trust him 
with too much power confened the gOTsnunent of Bebu on 
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Shaista Khan, the son of the Vizier Asuf Jab, and nephew 
of Noor Jehan. 

Shujaa again transferred the seat of government to Raje- 
raahel (termed,'" m the records of .that 

- The seat of go- , , , . , , , , 

vernment transfer- time, Akoarnagur), and huilt there an 

red to Rdjemahal. elegant palace, some of the rooms of 

’■which are yet standing. He also strengthened the foiti- 

fications which had been erected ‘ by Raja Man Sing, and, 

expended large sums of money in rendering the city worthy 

of his residence , but the following year, nearly the whole of 

the city, and the principal part of palace, were destroyed by 

n, dreadful conflagration, in which many lives were lost, and 

the family of the prince with diflSculty escaped. 

About the same time, the current of the Ganges changed 
its bed and poured its torrents against the walls of’ the new 
^capital, washing away many of tne stately edifices. 

Previous to that time, the course of the Ganges was along 
>the northern bank, running under the walls of Gour , but sinc^ 
-that period, it pours its torrents against the rocks of Raje- 
mahel, forming eddies and, whirlpools, dangerous to the 
micautious or impatient traveller.^ 

In consequnce of the youth and inexperience of Shujaa, 
^the emperor took the precaution of sending with him Aazim 
Khan, who had been governor of Bengal for nearly five years, 
and to whose daughter the prince was lately married, as his 
chief counsellor and adviser but Shujaa, either wishing to, 
make him a handsome provision, or to^ be freed from the 
superintendence of his father-in-law, appointed that noble- 
man to reside as his deputy at Dacca , but he being shortly 
-disgusted with that situation, was, by his owm request, re- 

* See Astaixc Researches, Vol v. p. 271, Svo. edit. 
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XDOTcd to lha gOTcroment of AlUJub^d irhenca he 'wao 
tnjulerred to Joaopore, and died there lo the jear 1059 
aged serenty lix jeari* Ho iras boried In h!i 0^ garden 
In the vicimtf of that city vbero hb tomb ll still shewn. 

The tisif part of Sultan Sbajaa a gOTomment was dis- 
tinguished bj his condescentioa to the English and bf hla 
granting them permlulon to establlib factories, both at 
Ballasore and at Hooglj but their ships were Qc>t jet per- 
mitted to enter the Ganges. 

The cause of this partiaJitjr to a nation which was destined 
to become the riral power and uUimatel/ the support of the 
descendants of Tlmonr is ihoa aatlsfactoril; accounted for 

In the jear of the Hejira 1046 a daughter of the emperor 
Shah lehan having been dreadfullr burnt 

A. D tSsS. 

bj ber clothes catching Ere an express 
was sent to Surat, through the recommendation of the 
Miier Aiiud Khan to desire the assistance of an European 
snsgcoc For this service the council at Surat nominated 
Mr Gabriel Boogbloo surgeon of the 
ship Hopewell, who Immedblcljr proceed 
eto 1 cd to the emperor's camp then in the 

Ui fell Bill cm, and had the good fortnno to cure 

the >oun3 princess of the eHects of her accident, Mr 
Boughlon, in consequence became a great favourite at court, 
and having been desired to name his reward, he with that 
hberallijr which charaderiics Britons sought not anf private 
emoi-OTDttit but sdiclied that bli nation might have libert) 
to iiade free of all duties, to Bengal, and to estabUih 
factories In thst coomry IlJf request was complied with, ami 
he was furolihcd wnh the means of iravelUng acfois the 
cnunlxy to Bengal. Upon his anIvaJ in that province, her 
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proceeded to Pipple , and in the year 1048, an English ship 
happening to arnve in that port, he, in 
virtue of the emperor's firman,* and the 
privileges granted to him, negotiated the whole of the con- 
cerns of that vessel without the payment of any duties 

In the following year, the prince Shujaa, having taken 
possession of - the government, Mr. Boughton proceeded to 
Eajemahel, to pay his respects to his royal highness he was 
most graciously received , and one of the ladies of the 
hcirani being then indisposed with a complaint in her side, the 
English surgeon was again employed, and had the good 
fortune to accelerate her recovery Owing to this event, Mr.. 
Boughton was held in high estimation at the court of 
Rajemahel , -and, by his influence with the prince, was^ 
enabled to carry into effect the orders of the emperor, which 
might otherwise have been caviled at or, by some underhand-- 
method, have been rendered nugatory 

In the year 1050, the same ship returned from England, 
and brought out a Mr Bndgeman, and-- 
some other persons, for the purpose of 

t 

establishing factories in Bengal Mr Boughton, having' 
represented the circumstance to the prince, was ordered to 
send for Mr. Bndgeman that gentleman, in consequence, 
went to Rajemahel, was introduced to the prince, and> 
obtained an order to establish, in addition 

fstabhshe^d'^at'^aL Pipley, factories at Ballasore and\ 

lasore and Hoogly. Hoogly f Sometime after this event, Mr.. 


A D 1340 


* I was not able to find a copy of this firman among the 
Indian records , but Mr. Bruce mentions that it is in the- 
State-paper Office, and is dated Feb. 2,1633-4. 
f See Easi-lndia Records, Vol xiv. p. 22 
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Bougbtoa died but the pnneo *tiU coutmued hit Into 
the IlbendU/ and kimlneu to the EaglUh. 

For eight jeen Shuju ruled Bengal with great juiUce and 
propriety but u Shah Jehan made it a practice to change bit 
gOTernon ficquentlf and wu of the power and 

authontj be had himtelf conferred on bit 
A. D. \ 6 a 7 , . . . . 

tout, be In the jear 1057 lent an order 

to the prince, to deliver over the govertunent to the Nuwab 
AUcad Khan, and to repair to court, at be wat atutioot again 
to have the pleature of letlog him after 10 long an absence. 

Upon the arriTal of Sbojaa at Lahore, where the emperor 
then held hii court, be wat received In the most affectionate 
manner, but in a few montbt wat appointed to the govern 
meat of Cabui This wat a Kvere mortification to the prince 
who, in common with hit brother! dUilked the northern 
provlncet whose enow/ mountaioi, and uncouth lohabltanu 
suited not the habilt and iadloatloat of joung men accustom 
ed to the luxorict and doclic mannert of the natlvei of the 
south 

For two yeut however Shujaa wat compelled to do 
penance in Cabul^ but, at the cipiratioa of that period, he 
^ via allowed to return to Dengal, and 

A, 0 

received the province in the same state be 
bad left it. Aitcad Khan, the governor cxpcalng that the 
prince would shorti/ rciuro considered himtcli merel/ as a 
timaj and oellher altered nor abrogated an/ ol his bus 
or regulations.* 


Ahead Khan wat the younger brother of Sbalsu Khan 
and son of Asuf Khan brother of the empress Noor Jehan 
being a man of plcasuic and possessing a bandtoma fortune 
b« did not wUb for an/ public empio/tnent, but spent bts 
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The following account of Sultan Shujaa, taken from 
the History of Hmdoostan, will enable the reader to form a 
judgment of his character “Shujaa was humane in his 

disposition, averse to cruelty, an enemy 

Character of Shujaa. 

to oppression in the execution or 
justice he had no respect of persons, evcept when the natural 
tenderness of his disposition gave his mind a bias towards 
the unfortunate Though honest, like his brother Dara, he 
was not so open and free He never told a falsehood , 
"but he did not always tell the whole of the truth He was 
more tranquil, more close and reserved, than Dara , and he 
was more fitted for the intrigues of party, and that manage- 
ment which is necessary to direct the various passions of men 
to one point. He was generous to his friends, and did not 
disdain to hear their advice, though he for the most part, 
followed his own judgment of things He was fond of pomp ' 
and magnificence, and much addicted to the pleasures of the 
haram. Graceful and active m his own person, he loved in 
women that complete symmetry of limbs which rendered him 
the favourite of the sex , and he spared no expense in filling 
his seraglio with ladies remarkable for their beauty and 
accomplishments In their society he spent too much of his 
time ; but the warmth of his constitution did not make him 
neglect the necessary affairs of life During his long govern- 
ment of Bengal, he won the affections of the people by the 
softness of his manners, and his exact and rigorous execution 
of justice ; and the country flourished in commerce and 

time either at the capital, or in visiting his brother, and other 
excursions of pleasure ” Muasir al Omrah In this instance, 
he appears to have taken charge of Bengal merely to oblige 
The emperor, with whom he was a great favourite 
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a^ricoltore QDder the protection which ho InTarlably 
to Indnttry la biule he wu brave nor wu bo decUtote of* 
the talcDij necciurjr for a general and we mutt attribute 
bit mitfortuoeA in the field to the elTemloacj of hU troopi 
more th«n to h!i own want of conduct. 

It inch was the real character of Sbujaa, we ma/ soppote 
that the court of Rajeouhel rivalled that of Dehlj in splendour 
and lQaar]r and that the opulent cttlaeos and persons in 
office IffiltaUng the example of their governor imparted a 
taste for pleasure aitd expense to the inhabitants of the pro> 
vince in general who secured from alt fears of foreign 
invasion by the affioit/ of their prince with the imperial throne 
and protected by hU Impartal administration of justice from 
domestic oppression probabljr enjo)ed more happiness 
under Shujsa than tbef bad experienced under anjr former 
Mohammedan governor 

During this ^ riad it appesrs that the European nations 
had ever/ facili()> given to their commetce and that iho 
English in coosciiueoce of Shah Jehans firman and the 
privileges obtained b) Mr llougbton enjoj^cd a free trade 
with Bengal the/ were also at liberl/ to export anjr quantity 
of saltpetre they pleased the value of which, in consequence 
of the civil war then raging In Eoglaud, was very much 
erdianced.* He also granted the Eogliib bis special nuJka/i 
or order for freedom of trade 

hornlnejcars after ^hujaas return to the govenment, 
^ p the utbabusnti of OcDg?l enjoyed an 

uninterrupted state of prosperity but 
aheo. In the }cu io 63 the indlsposUlon of the emperor 

tJee Srut 4 V. D 11551 2 Alio \ppendlx. 

No. 2 
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threw all Hindoostan into a state of convulsion, by the con- 
tentions of his four sons for the throne, the eastern provinces 
felt the shock , and the melody of the flageolet and tam- 
bourine was changed for the shrill notes of the trumpet, and 
martial sounds of the kettledrum 

Sultan Shujaa was the first, who upon hearing of the 

. dangerous illness of his father, took the 
Sbujaa asserts his 

claim to the im- field He eLcUsed his precipitation to his 

penal throne followers, by avowing his conviction, 

that if his elder brother, Dara, succeeded to the throne, he 

had no prospect but death, or perpetual imprisonment. 

The resources which he possessed were considerable , his 

treasury was well-filled , his army numerous, and, to 

appearance, effective he was also supported by the good 

wishes and affections of his subjects 

When Shujaa first hoisted the banner of hostility, he 

issued a manifesto, stating, that the emperor was dead, and 

not without suspicion of treachery , and although he received 

letters from his father, announcing his recovery, he alleged 

that they were forged by Dara, to deceive him, and to gam 

time , he therefore continued his^ march to the vicinity of 

Benaras, and gave orders to construct a bridge of boats 

\ 

across the Ganges In the meantime, he received intelligence 

f 

that his youngest brother, Morad, had assumed the imperial 
titles in Guzerat, and was on his march to Dehly, to assert 
his claim to the throne This information afforded him at 
once pleasure and chagrin He was gratified to think the 
attention and force of Dara would be divided, when assailed 
both from the east and the west but if vexed him to find, 
that, after conquering Data, he would still have another rival 
to subdue. Data had the earliest intelligence of the' designs 
of ^his brother in Bengal \ and under pretence of a change of 


V. 
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air beiDg rtcommended to Iho empefor ho remored hlm^ 
asd the whole court, from Dehljr to Vgni. Ho bad provloualjr 
rest bU fo n SoUman, with a chosen detachment of ten 
thousand horse, to to ore Allahabad and as soon ai be 
received lotelhgonce of Shujaa having commenced hU march 
he sent o5 Ra]a Jjr Sing and Ditere Khan with a largo 
reinforcement, to join hU son. 

The orders of the prince were to attach Sbujaa with the 

uimoit vigour and compel bitn either i& 
A,D i6i8 ^ 

retreat or to dettro) him but previous to 

the Raja a departue from Agra, the emperor sent for him la 
pm’aie and requested him If poiible to rtegoUalo a peace 
between the brothers | and to persoade Sbujaa to return 
qaieti/ to Bengal 

Whilst Sbujaa was busil/ emplo>ed In preparing his bridge 
at Behadurpore in the viclntif of Benares, the arm/ of 
Sollman appeared on the opposite bank. But. previous to 
iho commencement of hostilities, the Raja Jy Sing in 
obedience to the directions of the emperor opened a negoUa 
Uon with the prince in which be pointed out to him the 
evilsofacUil war and thcsimpollc/ of opposing i>ara, who 
supported b/ the name and auiboril/ of his father could 
command all the resources of the empire Shujaa, convinced 
b/ hit reasoning and finding It Impossible to conceal from 
hU arm/ the rccoMr/ of the emperor agreed to return to hU 
goveinmeni, and to disband bis arm/ 

Tbe actiio ipuu of the /ouog Sohman however did not 
brook this n<cOtlauoa which Raja j/ Smg was carr/lng on 
Without bis participation ne endeavoured to break it ofi ; 
and when concluded ho refused his aasent but. In the mean 
lime ha had caplo/cd several persons to eorcb for a ford 
or to discover the ouiowest part of the river which, it being 
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then the dry season of the year, was uncommonly low. On 
the day the truce was concluded, his spies brought him 
information, that, a few miles up the Ganges, his cavalry 
might cross with little difficulty He communicated not his 
intentions to the Raja , but, under pretence of changing the 
ground of his encampment, he, m middle of the night, 
marched off, and before break of day, had crossed the river 
with his own troops and those of Dilere Khan. He then sent 
orders to the Raja to follow him ; and, moving on with 
rapidity, he completely surprised the Bengal camp 

Shujaa, who had seemed all the boats previous to the 
arrival of his adversaries, considered the Ganges as an 
insuperable barrier to their attacking him , and, lulled into 
further Security by the negotiation he had concluded, was 
taken totally unprepared He was roused from his sleep by 
the clashing of arms, and the shouts of the enemy He 
started up, seized his arms, and, to render himself conspicuous 
to his troops, mounted an elephant ; but all his efforts to stop 
their flight was in vain a few of his officers gathered round 
him, and fought bravely, but they were compelled, by superior 
numbers, to retreat to the river side, where they embarked on 
board the swift-rowing boats of Bengal, and were quickly 
conveyed to Patna The capture of Shujaa’s elephants, horses, 
and rich camp equipage, gratified the avarice and vanity of 
Soliman, and tor a time stopped the pursuit But the 
imperial army soon followed the fugitives , and Shujaa, upon 
their approach, abandoned Patna, and retreated to Mongier. 
The fortifications of Mongier stopt Soliman, till he received 
orders ‘ from his father to return with all haste to Agra, to 
assist him in opposing his brothers Aurungzebe and Morad, 
who had united their forces, and combined against him. 

The retreat of Soliman roused the drooping spirits of' 
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Sbujaa, and be haaicned to levy a new arm/ butvrhen be 
receired ImelHgeoce of the defeat of Dara, the captivity of 
the emperor and the umrpation of the throne by bJs yonoger 
brother Aorungtebe,* he «ai confounded and knew not 
vfhat to do After much considenuioD and advice of hii 
counteUorf in order to gain time be wrote to Aurungrebe, 
congratulating him on bU fucccaa and lolicUiog a con£nna 
tioQ of bii government 

The new emperor Judging of other* by hia own feelings, 
was not to be deceived by such apparent moderation he 
hovit^cr treated the envoy of Shujaa with mach attcDliOD 
and was very particular in bit inquiries teipectiog bit master t 
family and the lUto of his health he concluded, by desiring 
the envoy to inform bii brother that, in the present state of 
affain the granUng him a sew commUslon for bis govern 
ment was unnecesury and In fact, improper as he only 
considered himself the viceregent of bli father whose 
inSriniUes althoagh they disabled him from wielding the 
sceptre with effect did not annul bis former appointments 
This answer though not satisfactory was perhaps as much 
os Shoja eapected and afforded him lime to complete 
bu prcparatlooi but, in the meanwhile it allowed 
Aurungzebe an opportunity of crushing the power of Dora 
of subduing all hli other enemies and firmly csubliibing 
himself on the throne 

Shuju at length threw o0 the mask and from a subject to 
Vuningzebe became his competitor for the empire In the 

A. D i(5j> yearioby he marched from Bengal with 
a numerous and well appointed army 
but whi h, being pilnclpally compoted of now levies he was 
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under the necessity of instructing in their duties, whilst 
advancing to the attack of an army of veterans He arrived 
at Allanabad, and crossed the Ganges, without opposition 
He halted there for some days , and afterwards proceeded 
thirty miles, to Kudgwa . at that place the advanced troops 
of A-Vurungzebe, under the command of his son Mohammed, 
came in sight , and orders were given to the Bengal army to 
throw up entrenchments in their front and left flank, the 
right being protected by the river 

The imperial standards made their appearance the follow-, 
ing day Aurungzebe encamped his army opposite his 
brother's , leaving an extensive plain between the two camps, 
for a field of battle. On the morning of the 15th, both armies 
were drawn out m battle array , and, about noon, the cannonade 
commenced Shujaa had placed his artillery on a rising ground, 
in front of his line ; and his batteries being well served, the shot 
plunged into the thickest part of Aurungzebe’s line, and, after 
destroying a number of his people, compelled him to retire 

At this time, Moharaja Jeswmt Sing, who commanded the 
Rajepoot and other Hindoo troops m the service of Aurung- 
zebe, not only deserted his post, but attacked and plundered 
the royal camp, which had been left standing some miles m 
the rear of the army They seized uppn the treasure, cattle, 
and baggage of the principal officers, and retreated with them 
towards Agra. This event threw the army of Aurungzebe into 
great confusion ; and had Shujaa been aware of the Raj*a's 
intention, and taken advantage of it, he might have obtained 
an easy victory. 

* Khafy Khan, author of the Muntexhub al Ltbab, says- 
the Raja did inform Shujaa of his intention ; but the result of 
the contest is a strong evidence ot the contrar). 

»9 
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bjr the adnce of Aliverdy ETun ( vho iB sold to have beeit 
bribed by Auningxebe ), In aa unlucky moment quitted the- 
elephant, and mounted hii horte ThU action could ha^'e- 
been aeen by only a fear of bii men who were near hli- 
person ; but tbs greater port of the army perceiving tho- 
osiMerr (Beat with a canopy) empty 


SotUa ShaJ*a . t i i j 

•d by Aarut<«^ concluded their master was slain and 


fled with precipitation Aurungzebe 
was not in a situation Immediately to punue , and night 
coming on, ga^'e the lugitlves leisure to eflect their retreat 
though at the expense of their aruUery, stores, and cami^ 
equipage. 

The circumstances which took place both In this battle 
and that of Densras, by no means entitle Sbujaa to tbo 
paneg>ric passed on him by the author of the history of 
Hlndoostan in neither instance did he evince any iklU 
or foresight as a general He allowed blmself to be shame 
rull> surprised on both occarions and sacriSced his troops 
by his negligence and want of mrcumspecliOD It was also 
a clrcumsunce well known that bis brother Dara bod lost 
the victory by alighting from his elephant. Sbnjaa should 
therefore have taken warning by his example, and have 
kept his seat, though larrounded with danger and dlflicuUy 
As a politician, his talents roust appear despicable doubt 
less he should have had agents in the enemy’s camp to 
inform ’him of the dispositions of tbo Chief. The event 
proicd Uut one-lhird of Aurungzebe s army beaded by 
the Maharaja, were disaHected to his cause , and had the 
attack of Shujia been combined with the retreat of the 
Hindoos, *ihere can be little doubt that the contest would 
have terminated dlflcrcntly So strongly were hli con 
temporaries convinced that be lost the battle from his want 
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‘Of prudence, that It IS Since become a proverbial sa)ing in 
-Hindoostan, ' 

*'Sujaa jeet bazy, apna haat hara.” 

“Shu]aa having won the game, threw it up with his own hands.” 

Terror and disgrace were thecompaniona of Shujaa’s fight ; 
he changed his clothes ; he threw off every mark of distinc- 
tion ; and hurried back to Patna as a private man. He not 
only feared his enemies, but those who had hitherto been his 
friends : he apprehended that the bribes of Aurungzebe 
'would turn the swords of his own soldiers against him ; and 
he feared to put confidence in any man. At length, arrived 
at Fatna, he felt re-assured, and announced to his family and 
subjects his safe return. 

The morning after the battle, Aurungzebe detached his 
'Son Mohammed, with ten thousand chosen horse, to pursue 
-the unfortunate Shujaa His orders were, not to relinquish 
4he pursuit, till he had captured the fugitive, or reached the 
-gates of Patna. The young man literally obeyed his instruc- 
-tions , and arrived at that city a very short time after his 
uncle, who, alarmed at the sudden appearance of the enemy, 
-continued his retreat to Mongier 

In, the mean time, the anxiety of Aurungzebe being 
•quitted with respect to the consequences -of Maharaja Jeswint 
Sing’s revolt, he ordered Meer Jumla, who then bore the 
^4itle of Khan Khanan, with a numerous and well-appointed 
i^irmy, to follow the footsteps of the prince Mohammed, and 
to assist him m driving Shujaa from Bengal. 

Soon after the arrival of Shujaa at Mongier, he was joined 
by a number of his dispersed followers , and, having received 
-^ome reinforcements from Bengal he strengthened the 
iortificauons of Mongier by deepening the ditcK; and threw 
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up esUcAcbemenU from tho fort to the bUlt, Trhich formed 
z complete barrier agiloct the enim^ $ adtudog on that 
tide of the rlrer He alio tent orders to ttreogthen the 
works o( Terrlagnrrx txid SlckljgoU/ and to place gaxrUooi 
of hli best troops therein 

The pnnce Mohammed hariog with little dUEcrdtjr made 
himself mauer of the cUj of Patna, waited there for the vrival 
of bit coad}alor Meer Jumla, and the main bod/ of the 
arm/ 

After the arrival of that experienced oiScer at Patna, be 
sent Intelligent spiel to procure him exact information of 
Shojaa i position and having learnt that it was such u would 
require much time and difficult/ to force, be summoned the 
semlndars of (he neighbourhood of Patna to tuend him 
and from them be forced the confeiuon that there was 
aaother road b/ which he might enter Bengal but that U 
was circuitous, narrow and steep and little used, on account 
of the difficulties It presented, and the sa>age manners of the 
mountaineers^ This Information was sufficient for Jumla 
ha selected twelve thousand of bis best bone and, unen 
cumbered with an/ btggage, he took the route Sbcregouy * 
which is situated in the mountains of Jarcund« In the mean 
time the )oung prince Mohammed with remainder of the 
rojal arm/ proceeded b/ css/ marches, towards Mongier 
and e ncam ped within ■ few miles of the forL For several 
days 'alter skmntshlng parties advanced from the camp 
and made a show as If the/ Inlenied to uaault the 
fDtrenchmenu by there means the attention of Sbujaa 

• V mvllury hljh fosd was made about thin/ jeara ago 
b/ lUi route from Benaras to Cakum, which Is one-thlrdi 
shorur than the old toU 
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was occupied, till his couriers brought him inormatioa 
that the enemy had entered the Bissuntpore city from his 
rear, and were advancing against this capital. This intelli- 
gence overwhelmed Shujaa with grief and astonishment , 
he immediately withdrew this troops from the trenches and 
retreated to Rajemahel, in which were lodged his family and 
treasures. 

The road being thus left open, the royal army advanced j 
and having stormed the passes^ of Ternagurry and Sickly- 
gully, invested Rajemahel on one side, while Meet Jumla 
occupied the other * a communication between the armies 
was speedily effected , and m a few days the batteries opened 
against the walls of the city. 

For SIX days, Shujaa resisted all the attacks of the enemy ; 
but was then convinced that the place was no longer tenable. 
He embarked his family and all his valuables on board boats ; 
and during a dark and stormy night, crossed over the river 
to Tondah, the fortifications of which he immediately 

1 

ordered to be repaired. Fortunately for the fugitive prince, 
on the very night that he made his escape, rainy season set 
in with great violence , the rivers were swollen by torrents 
from the mountains, and the royal camp was laid under 
water. Meer Jumla, seeing it impossible to pursue Shujaa, 
and that there was no remedy, was obliged to canton his army, 
for four months, in the vicinity of Rajemahel 

This respite afforded to the unfortune Shujaa an oppor- 
tunity of collecting all his troops from the lower part of 
Bengal. He also drew from thence a great tram of artillery, 
which was well served by Portuguese and other Europeans, who 
willingly entered his service , for that prince, being of a gene- 
rous disposition, and free from bigotry gave encouragement to 
people of all nations and religions ; and, it is said, promised the 
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mookSfWbo t^nce tho destruction of HoogI/ vere disptrxed In 
dl^eientpansof the coimU7 tbxtif he vu tucceufal he voutd 
rebuTld ihclr cburche*, and restore them the pririleye* the/ 
cDjo/ed under the emperors fehanglre and Akbar The 
affairs of pnnee began notr to assume a more favourable 
aspect bU troops finding themselves supported b/ a good 
train of ortiUerj and regular!/ paid resumed their coofidence 
and the eastern parts of Bengal beiog intersected b/ rivers 
stiil sfforded man/ oppo tuniUcs of prolonging the var and 
of ezhaoiting the paucnce and perseverance of his enemies. 

During the time the armies la/ In this posltiooi the arar 
boats of Shujaa frequenil/ crossed the river and cannonaded 
the enertf/s camp and b» night atlackst kept them in such a 
constant state of alarm (hat JumU found it advisable to 
abandon the cU/ of Rajemahd and to encamp bis army at 
some distance from the riverside 

At this juncture an event occurred which, for a time 
r^oiced and animated the friends of Shujaa. and caused great 
alarm and anslet/ to the new emperor and hii generaJa 

The prince hfobammed who in conJunetioD with Jumla, 
commanded the Imperial arm/ bad be 
breaking out of the civil war been 
dsBfkUrci MiajM i>ctroibed to his cousin the daughter of 
Sbojaa the anlmoilt/ between the broibera prevented the 
comummatbD of the marnige and the friends of both parties 
supposed U was Irrerocabl/ broken off even Ntohamraed In 
the'tumuh of the camp seemed to have forgotten the ezioltcd 
charnis of his cousin but the princess moved b/ compasilon 
lor her lather wrote to him an affecting leUer with her oen 
hand. She lamented, in the most pathetic terms, the bardocis 
of her file, which had compelled her to see the man whom 
she had long considered as her husband waging releatleu war 
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against her beloved parent and pursuing him and his family 
'^to destruction This condescension, on the part of an 
-amiable girl, rekindled the latent spark of affection and love in 
the breast of Mohammed he resolved to relinquish all his 
fprospects of the empire, to forfeit his father’s favour and to 
abandon “all the world for love ” He, however, flattered 
himself, that a great portion of the army, who were strongly 
attached to him for his bravery and liberality, would follow 
him and espouse the cause of Shujaa 

Sometime after the commencement of the correspondence 
the general, Meer Jumla, having removed his camp at some 
“distance from Rajemahel, the prince considered it a 
fovourable opportunity to sound the disposition of his troops 
He accordingly invited a number of the officers whom he 
considered as his best friends, to his quarters *, and laid open 
to them his disgust at the cruelty and tyranny of his father, his 
resolution to espouse the cause of Shujaa, and his intention 
of immediately going over to Tondah, whither he hoped he 
should soon be followed by all his friends, and a considerable 
I part of the army, whom he considered as devoted to his 
interest. 

» 

For some time the assembly remained mute with 
astonishment, but, instead of opposing the measure, and 
pointing out to the prince the folly of his conduct, they, 
with that hypocrisy and flattery which are so disgraceful^ 
■■to Indian manners, said, “whatever your royal highness 
does, must be right and there can be no doubt, 

if, you go over to Sultan Shujaa this 
Prince Mo- ^ ^ t 

hammed deserts evening, one-half of the army will join 
to Shujaa. Standard by sun-rise “ On these 

vague assurances the prince quitted Rajemahel that evening 
^Tie embarked in a pleasure-boat, attended by a few of his 
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confideotial rerranU, m U Rolng to recreate himself on the 
Ganges and la a tery abort time was landed at a small 
distance irom Tondah,* where ha was met bj Halund Akbler 
the soQ« and sereral officers of Shujaa. 

Id the mean time, the princes quondam friends returned 
to their tents and each man solicitous of gaining favour wHh 
the imperial general sent off an express, to Inform Meer Jomla 
of the lolljr of Mohammed, and the neesuitjr of bis immediate 
return to the arm/ ^ 

^VhenJumla received this intelligence he was struck with 
astonishment at the madness of the prince hot supposed it 
impotilble thu without having secured the allegiance of a 
large portion of the arm/ he could have beeu guilt/ of such 
an aa of foil/ be wst therefore doubtful whether he might 
\tnture to return to Rajemahel fearing that the troops on!/ 
waited to secure his person before the/ went over to Mo* 
hammed. He at length resolved to do bis dut/ as a faithful 
officer and tuiivucd back to Rajemabel Hero be found 
ever/ thing In the greatest confusion, some of the troops 
disposed to plunder ihe quarters of those Chiefs who retained 
their lo/alt/ and others desirous of selaing the propert/ of the 
prince and the •hole In a mutinous stste and wavering in 
their Intentioui. 

The appearance of the gcovraJ for a time silenced the 
storm he mounted hli elephant, and rode Into the midst of 
the arm/ he then harangued them and pointed out the 
(oil/ of Mohammed, whom he stigmatised as awcak/oung 
man, governed onl/ b/ his pasiion that the rgn ig be had 
espoused was desperate, and should an/ of the troops be 
rash enough to follow him. the/ might be assured the/ were 
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devoting themselves to destruction. He concluded by say- 
ing he should march against the enemy as soon as the rainy 
season was over , and trusted, that before the end of that 
campaign he should be completely master of all Bengal. 
This speech had the desired effect, the majority were con- 
vinced by his reasoning , and the few who were inclined to 
support Mohammed were afraid to avow their sentiments, on 
account of the paucity of their numbers every man returned 
quietly to his home ; and the general in order to put a stop 
to further cabal, and to give employment to their minds, sent 
out parties to seize all the boats they^ could collect, and to 
make every preparation for the construction of a bridge over 
the river, as soon as the season would permit 

Whilst such ivas the state of affairs at Rajemahel, the 
city of Tondah was a scene of festivity and rejoicing the 
arrival of Mohammed communicated hope and delight to 
every heart Shujaa received him with raptures, and the 
females hastaned the preparations for the wedding. No 
thoughts of danger, or anticipation of future events, were 
allowed to damp the joys of the present moment The 
nuptials were celebrated with great pomp and rejoicings , but, 
alas ' the festivities were scarcely concluded, when they were 
awoke from their aream of happiness, by intelligence of the 
approach of the imperial forces / 

Shujaa, disdaining or fearing to trust to the fortifications 
of Tondah, encamped his army on the plain, some miles 
distant from the city, and resolved once more to try his 
fortune m a pitched battle He had great confidence in his 
own troops , and was led to believe, from the assertions of 
Mohammed that part of the imperial army would join him 
the first opportunity ; on which account he assigned to that 
prince a conspicuous post in the centre of the first line- 
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n&eace fa^s sundard could be cuily dUtio^Ubed by hu 
frieodt, u they advanced 


Tbe imperial general having completed hla bridge of 
boatf, or discovered a ford crosied tbe river near Soot/ and 
convinced of the auperlont/ of hU bard/ Tcterani of tbe 
north over tbe newt/ raUed levies of Shujta, he was delighted 
to find the enem/ In the 6elch He advanced with Impatience 
and when he beheld, from a distance the standard of Afohatn 
med he selected one of bis most trust worth/ officer to attack 
that post, with dlrecuons, if possible, to secure the prince. 
The battle commenced by a distant cannonade In which, 
probablj the arm/ of Shujaa bad the advaniago fileerjiunla, 
therefore directed his cavair/ to advaeco, and, when 
snffiaeoil/ near ordered bit select corps to make a charge 
upon Mohammed his orders were rapidly obeyed , and the 
misguided prince snppoviog U was a bod/ ot his friends 
coming to Join him directed his artiller/ 
^ cease firing The mode of ihefr auack 
convinced him of bis error but it «ai too 
late tbe first line was thrown into confusion , the/ fled, and 
communicated their panic to the second line when the route 
became general The eldest son ol Shajaa was severel/ 
wounded and an Immense number of (he Bengai troops 
were lUugburcd b/ the Moghul cavalry 


Sbojia, and bis unfortunate son In*Iaw clTected their 
escape to the cii/ but fearing to trust U> its strength embark 
cd that night, with their famlhts and treasures, on board 
s«Ut roving boats, and nude tbe best of their way to Dacca, 
whdu the troops dispersed ibcmseWei In all quaitcrs. 

Jumla was surprised u his own sncceii , and tbe follow 
mg mciolog ignorant of the fiight of the princes, adrancctl 
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against Tondah. Upon his arrival, the gates were thrown 
open, and he took quiet possession of the Sultan's place 

He was now convinced that the hopes and resources of 
Shujaa were annihilated, and that he had nothing to apprehend 
from him . he therefore did not immediately pursue him, but 
spent some time m settling the country, of which he had, at 
that time, the commission of governor from the emperor. 

When the first intelligence of Mohammed's desertion 
reached Aurungzebe, he was overwhelmed with rage and 
astonishment, and concluded that the whole army would 
follow the example of the prince he feared, not only 
that Bengal was lost, but that Shujaa would again be enabled 
to contend with him for the empire 

But as, notwithstanding his numerous faults, that monarch 
possessed the quality of bravery in a superior degree, he gave^ 
instant orders for his army to take the field , and had actually 
marched several days on the' route to Bengal, when he 
received the , agreeable news of the success of his arms at 
Tondah. This event satisfied him fhat he had little to fear 
from his brother he therefore^ returned to Dehly ; where, 
reflecting on the strange conduct of his son, to whom he partly 
owed the crown,* he devised the following stratagem to break, 
that connection the youth had so hastily formed. He wrote 
a letter as if addressed secretly to Mahommed ; and sent it 
by a special messenger, 'with directions to throw himself - 
in the way of Shu]aa's spies, so that he should be discovered, 
and the letter taken from him. The contents were as follow : 

“To our beloved son Mohammed, whose happiness and' 
safety are joined with our life It was with regret and sorrow 
that we parted with our son, when his valour became neces- - 


* See History of Hindoostan, Vol. in. p. 251. 



%2xy to cvTjr on the var against Sha|aa. We hoped from 
the love ve bear to our firct-bom to be gnulfied soon with bit 
return and that be would have brought the enemy captive to 
our presence in the space of a month to relieve our mind 
from anscty and fear But seven months passed away with- 
out the completion of the wishes of Aurungzebe. Instead of 
adhering to your duty Mohammed you betrayed jour father 
and threw a blot on your own fame The smiles of a woman 
have overcome filial piety Honour is forgotten In the 
brightness of her beauty and he who was destined to rule 
the empire of the Moghuls has himself become a slave But 
as Mohammed seems to repent of bis folly ve forget his 
crimes. He has Invoked the name of God to vouch for his 
sincerity and our parental affealon returns bo has alresdy 
our forgirenesj bat the execution of what he proposes js 
the only means to regain oar favour 

The letter made an Impression on the mind of Shujaa, 
which all the protestations of Mohammed could not remove 
be became silem and discontented He bad an affection for 
the prince and he was more enraged at being diuppointed 
in the judgment which be had formed than at the supposed 
treachery Having ccotinued three days In this agitation of 
mlnd« he at last sent for iho prince be told him In the 
pr et en ce of his council that, after ail struggles of affection 
with susploon the latter had prevailsd that be could no 
longer behold Mohammed with an c>e of friendship should 
he even swear to hU innocence In the holy timple of l^Iecca 
that the bond of union and confidence which bad lately 
subiUted between them was broken and that^ instead of a 
Sk*I«dhmfu« “oand a friend, be behold him In the 
^Mcruiiw Irght of as enemy “It Is therefore 
oectssary tet the peace of both coniinued Shujaa, that 
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* \ Mohammed should depart Let him take away his wife, with 

all the wealth and jewels which belong to her rank The 
treasures of Shujaa are open, he may take whatever he 
pleases. Go. — Aurungzebe should thank me for sending 
away his son, before he has committed a crime " 

Mohammed, on this solemn occasion, could not refrain 
from tears He felt the injustice of the reproach , he admired 
the magnanimity of Shujaa , he pitied his misfortunes ; but 
his own condition was equally deplorable. He knew the 
stern rigour of his father, who never trusted any man twice : 
he knew that his difficulty of forgiving was equal to his 
caution. The prospect was gloomy on either side distrust 
and misery were with Shujaa, and a prison was the least 
punishment to be expected from Aurungzebe, He took 
' leave, the next day, of his father-in-law ; that prince presented 
his daughter with jewels, plate, and money, to a great amount ; 
and the unfortunate pair pursued their journey to the im- 
perial camp. 

Mohammed, accompanied by his spouse, the daughter 
of Shujaa'^moved slowly towards the camp of Jumla His 
melancholy increased as he advanced but whither could he 
fly ? No part of the vast empire of India was impervious to 
the arms of Aurungzebe ; and he was not possessed of the 
means of escaping beyond the limits of his father’s power : 
he was even ashamed to shew himself among troops whom 
he had deserted Regret succeeded to folly ; and he scarce 
could reflect with patience on the past, though the fair cause 
of his misfortunes still kept her dominion over his mind 
Having approached within a few miles of the imperialist 
he sent to announce his arrival to th? Vizier. That minister 
hastened to receive him with all the honours due to his rank : 
^ squadron with drawn swords formed around his tent ; but 
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the/ were bit keepers raiker dun giurds. Juzula, the ver/ 
n ext dxy received a picket from court, which cootilned^ 
orders to seed 3 >Iobammed, should he fall Into his hinds» 
under a strong escort to Debljr Tlie officer who command 
cd the pasty was ordered to obey the commands of the 
prince but he at the same time received Instructions to watch- 
his motions, and to prevent hb escape. 

Mohammed though brave and enterprising like bis father 
was desUtuie of his policy and an Precipitate foil of fire, 
and inconsiderate he was more fitted for acting as a partisan 
tKan as a general and was therefore less adapted for war than> 
for battle. Haughty In his temper yet easy In his address, 
and an enemy to cruelty An absolute stranger to fear he 
was daring and active on occaslona of danger but he knew 
his own meat and hit self conceit Induced him to ascribe to 
hli own desdslve valour the whole succeu of his father He 
had been oUeo known to say that he placed Aurungxebc 
on the throne when he mi^i i have possessed U bimtelf 
Naturally open and geneinus be despised the dupUcUy oh 
his father and disdained power that must be pi^rved by 
art. HU free convercalions upon these subjects estranged> 
from him the affection of bis father who seems to have 
confeued hit merit by hU own fears. Had Moham- 
med accepted of the offer of Shah Jehan,* when ho 
selied that prince, he had courage and activity 
cleat to have kept possculon of the throne of the 
Moghuls, but he neglected tbs golden opportunity, and 
shewed his love of sway when he was not possessed of 
any rational means to acttulro the empire. Uls mlsfortuacs, 
howcTcr were greater than his (oUy he paued seven years liv 

• See Dow s History of lllodoostan \oLUl.p J51 




•5ECT VI.] SULTAN MOHAMMED SHUJAA. $05 

a melaccholy prison at Gualior, till death put a period to his 
misery.* 

.. ,111. I ,.i,i . I - ■ ' J ' • 

* As the above statement is erroneous, and as it may be 
interesting to many of the readers of this work, to know the 
fate of this gallant young man, some extracts from the 
JkTuasir Alumgtery History of Aurnngzehe ), respecting him, 
are subjoined — 

“Upon his arrival at Dehly, he was confined in the Castle 
of Selimghur he was thence sent to Gualior, where he 
remained till A, D 1673 brought back to 

Selimghur, and an allowance of 1000 rupees per month 
assigned him for his private expenses. 

“In the following year the prince was allov/ed to take the 
air upon an elephant, and to visit the tombs and shrines in the 
vicinity of Delhy. 

“In the year 1674, the emperor marched towards Hussein 
Abdal, and was accompanied by the prince Mohammed still 
•under confinement 

“In the following year, Sultan Mohammed was promoted 
to the rank of commander of 20,000, and presented with a 
lac of rupees 

“In the year 1676, the prince Mohammed was married to 
the daughter of the Raja of Kistavur The following year, 
jewels, to the amount of seven lacs of rupees, were presented 
to the prince The same year a son was born to the prince, 
and named Musaud Bukht 

“In the year 1678, the prince Mohammed died, and was 
buried close to the tomb of the celebrated saint Cuttub 
Addeen, near Dehly 

“It IS therefore probable, that if he had survived his father, 
he might have succeeded to, or at all events, would have been 
one of the competitors of the throne ” 
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Such Is the occotmt giren of this tmuictloa Id the* 
HUtoiy of Hlodoostan, which varies considerably’ from the 
autborUles 1 have had an opportnnit/ of coiisoltlng It Is 
saied> both In the JUan/eiJkui al Ltbai and the Afwmr al 
Owurah that Mohammed ashamed ot his own conduct, or 
dlmtltfied with bis unde returned of his own accord, to the 
imperial annjr previous to the battle of Tondah, after an 
absence of nearlf nine months. This 

A, D, 166a. 

e\xot occuned In the year 1070 
^teer Jumla, having settled the affairs of the western 
Bengal marched with hU forces towards Dacca and the 
unfortunate Shujaa, whose treasures were now nearly ex^ 
hausted and his army reduced to fifteen hundred horse find 
Ing opposition vain resolved in order to spare the further 
effusion of blood to abandon his country —by embarbog on 
board a ship at the port of Chittagong * and proceeding 
from thence to the sacred shrines of Arabia where he 
might spend the remainder of his Ule in acts ot devotion 
either at the temple of pieces, or in the vianily of the tomb of 
bis prophcL If this measure failed him be still had the 
aUematIvo ot proceeding to Arracan and of soUcting the 
protection of the prince of that country 

Having thus reconciled himself to his adverse fate be 
placed bis family and valuables upon elephants and attended 
by a small body of cavalry and a few ol bis friends wba 
gencrousiky refused to leave him 10 his diitieu be crossed the 
luer Uuihampootei and having cnlcied the wild mountains 

Chiiugong at ibii period bsd not been taken poiics> 
•jsn of by the .>Iughuls, but was dependent on Arracan and 
was ficijteQelby Portuguese Arabian and Malib r jbipi. 
hwascU'eJ by lie lormcr P^rti Gr<vulj 
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of Tipperah, after a long and wearisome journey, he reached 
Chittagong. At this place, he had the mortification to 
learn, that there was not a ship m the port ; and that, as the 
monsoon was raging with violence, no vessel could have 
attempted the voyage to Arabia at that season of the year. He 
had now no option left, but of proceeding to Arracan, or falling 
into the hands of his pursuers, of whose approach he received 
too well-grounded intelligence He therefore discharged 
all his troops , and, accompanied only by his family, and 
forty domestics or friends, he continued his journey along the 
. ^ sea- shore , and at length crossed the river 

Shu]aa seeks Naaf, which separates Arracan from 

refuge at Arracan Bengal As he had taken the precaution 

of sending forward an envoy, to explain to the Raja his 
situation, and to solicit his hospitality and protection, he was 
met on the frontier by an ofiicer from that prince, with 
assurances of his protection and friendship. 


These were the first consolatory words Shujaa had heard 
for a long time. He and* his family were delighted to think 
tfieir wanderings were now at an end , and, as they had still 
a considerable quantity of gold and jewels with them, they 
hoped to pass their lives in comfort in that retired part of 
the world , or that some revolution in the politics of Hindoos- 
tan might enable them to return thither as then ancestor 
Homayon had done from Persia 

The royal fugitives were met, at some distance from the 
city of Arracan by a cavalcade, and escorted to a house 
prepared for their reception There the assurances of the 
Raja were again repeated , and, as a proof of his Hospitality, 
a large supply of provisions, fruit, &c was presented, as as a 
welcome offering , 
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For come Ume the conduct the Rb)! wu uoexcep- 
tioiuble but, whether eUrmed bj the threats, or von bj the 
bribes of the governor of BeoguJ bis behaviour suddenljr 
changed be became cold and lescrred and hU servants 
BO longer attended to the rites of bospItalUx At length 
be sent Shujsa a verbal message, that be must either give him 
bis daughter In msnitge or immediate!/ quit bis kingdom 
The first of these demands was an instiJt the unfortuaate 
prince did not expect He replied In baught/ terms that 
the race of Timour would never submit to dishonour them 
salvTS b/ kO Inferior a connection that as soon as the 
monsoon changed and a ship could be procured be would 
quit the couoir/ and recompense him IlberaU/ for the trouble 
he had given him , but that the Raja must be veil convinced 
U was Impossible for him to depart at that season of the /ear 
TheRaJa was higbl/ ofTendedattbe haughtiness of tbU aniver 
and repealed bis order for Sbujaa immediately to quit his 
urriior/ The unfortunaie prince was then convinced that the 
mind of the Raja uas actuated b/ the combined passions of 
luu and avarice and ihu cetum death awaited him and hit 
sons but, as there vas >et a possibllli/ of saving the lives 
of bis domesilcs and ftteodi be summoned them to bis 
presence and having laid open to them bis ittuatlon, conjured 
them to leave him to bis fate and to throw themselves on 
the mcic> of -\uruDgrebe who be doubted not would forgive 
their suacbmcnl to him when assured that he no lunger 
exiued. lilt speech was beard vriih mclanchol/ attention 
and iltcnco but, when con luded the whole aiscmbl/ 
dsclaisd their only ambition was to shed their blood in his 
defence 

la the mean lime the Raja, having assembied bis council 
alaioei them b/ the circumsUniul detail of a plot, which 
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he pretended Shujaa had laid, to assassinate him, and to 
take possession of the throne of Arracan, Notwithstanding 
the story was in the highest degree improbable, some of the 
council affected to believe it , and gave it as their opinion, 
that the foreigners should be immediately sent out of the 
country but as the followers of Boodh are prohibited from 
shedding blood, except in battle, the council would not 
authorize the Raja to touch the life of his prisoner , and 
although the princes of Arracan were despotic in their power, 
they wished to have all their acts sanctioned by the council, 
which consisted of a certain number of their principal officers 
and ministers * 

The Raja was therefore obliged to limit his orders to his 
troops, to remove the Moghuls from their present residence, 
and compel them to take the route of Chittagong but if, in 
so doing, the life of one of his subjects should be lost, the 
officer commanding was at liberty to satiate his revenge 
Such a subterfuge was unworthy even of an eastern despot, 
who in his own mind had fully determined the fate of his 
devoted captives 

The spot on which was situated the temporary house 
fitted up for Shujaa, was a narrow bank, with the river in 
the front, and stupendous cliffs behind the only approach 
was, therefore, by one or other flank , these Shujaa had 
taken care to barricade in the best manner he could , and 
placed his son, with twenty of his friends, at one end of the 
pass, while he, with the remainder of his adherents, defended 
the other ' '> 

^ For a description of Arracan, and an account of the 
manners of the inhabitants of the' Eastern Peninsula, See 
Sy7nes’ Efnbassv to Ava ^ 
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The fovourito tmu oC ths Amcanneri were t short sword 
aod bocUer, vltb these thej sdraaced nr{tfa horrible shou^ 
towards the resideoce of Shuju, but witbt^U discharging anr 
mUsUe weapons i' whilst the Moghuls, ignorant of their 
prejudices and lostmctioDS received them with a volley of 
arrows, which laid many of the assailants, level with (he 
ground. The object of the Raja was accoreplished his 
people DOW sought rereage and terrible as assailants, they 
clambered to the top of the precipice and burled down huge 
stones on the heads of Shujaa and bis friends, whose aiientioo 
was occupied In defending th« flanks of their position. The 
contest was no longer equal the Arracanners supported 
every moment by fresh troops, were locessant in their 
oUacks whilst the Moghuls, wearied by the slaughter of 
their enemies, were at length overpowered, and the greater 
Bomber of them hewn to pieces. 

Shnjaa was one of the last who fell be was stunned by 
a large stone throne from the precipice 
Ho wa. in.uml/ aolaod diaaimed and 
bound and was aiterward placed In a 
stnalJ canoe, with two of bis attendants who iniitted upon 
accompaujlag him. They were carried into the middle of 
the stream when the boatmen having pulled out some plugs 
from the bottom of the \<ssef jumped overboard aud were 
soon picked up by another boat The prince being fast 
bound sunk without a struggle but his two friends made a 
vain cllort to save themselves by laimraing the breadth uf 
the river or ibe opposition of their enemies prevented their 
reaching tb« shore snl they obtained that death which 
according to the regulaiions of Arracan, was the excloiive 
pirvilcge of the royal family* 


See Syme s Embassy to Ava. 
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The wife and daughters of Shujaa, in a fit of despair, 
threw themselves into the river, they were not, however, 
jpermitted to escape so easily , they were seized, and carried, > 
with all the other females, to the Raja’s palace 

When the Raja had the insolence to wait upon Piaree 
Banu (the beloved princess), who was celebrated in Bengal 
‘for her wit and beauty, she drew a dagger, and attempted to 
stab the wretch , but failing in her design, she turned it 
against herself, and fell by her own hand. Of the three 
daughters, two are said to have put an end to their mis- 
fortunes by poison , the third was forcibly married to the 
Raja, but did not long survive her disgiace 

Of the sons of Shujaa, the eldest, sixteen years of age, 
was wounded severely in the battle , the other was still an 
infant they were kept as prisoners for a short time, and 
then committed to a watery grave Such was the melancholy 
end of Shujaa, and his family a prince deserving a milder 
fate , but his virtues were better adapted for private than for 
public life. He might have filled with credit the throne of a 
well-regulated and established kingdom , but he had not 
energy or ability to contend v/ith spch a rival as Aurungzebe , 
nor prudence to remain content with a province, while he 
thought himself entitled to the empire No prince was ever 
more beloved than Shujaa misfortune, and'-even death itself, 
-could not deprive him of his friends and though his fate 
was not known m Hindoostan for some years after his death, 
yetut filled every eye with tears and when the melancholy 
.intelligence was communicated to Shah Jehan, he exclaimed, 
“could not the cursed infidel have left one 

A, D, 1661. 

son of Shujaa alive to avenge the wrongs 
of his^grandfatheri ’’ These events occurred in the year 1071. 



3 *^ 


ntsroftT or >ij(oac. 


[lICT Vt^ 


MOHAMMED SAYID MEER JOOMLA NUW \H 
MUAZIM KHAN, khan KHAHAN. 

SEPAH SELAR- 

Ong n of M«r Janil»—H« arrive* at GofccncUb— Obtain* ih* 
corerrund of an array'— Subdue* Carnatic BoU Ghaot and 
aipasw* preat »eaUh“Suip«cted of txejcberous mtentfoo*— Afakes 
overture* to th* Moj^hul pnnco Aurun^afibe—I ho emperor Shah 
Jehan demands hU release from 5luJtan Abdallah— The Sultan 
nfu;;e* compliance— An army el MojjhuU under the command of 
Mohammed the son of Aurunrzebe enter* Telln^ana and com 
pel* the Sukan to comply With thrlr demands— Mecr JumU pro* 

ceedatoOehi) and is most reedved— Obtains the tlilo 

of Muapm Khan— Vppomied Visier— >In th* dv>t war ukc«part 
utth Aurun];stbe— Jems that prlnca at Kudjva— Appointed to 
carry on the war af^ajnst Shuj-u w>th the tide of Khan Khman 
•^Precaedt 19 Dacca, and re eetablahe* >t a* the capital of Bengal 
— Isvade* Cooch Oehor and chsntje* the name of it* capital 10 
Alumgeetruguf— Political conduct of M»«r Jumla— The *on of 
the R»j% breome* a con\crt to the ^loh*nJmedan fanh — Mctf 
Jumla proceeds towards Asiara— DiBiculUcsof the march dcscrib 
cd— Defeats the il«rt of the eocm; atxJ lakmhe fort of Semyle 
— Takes pos*c*Moo of Ghrrconir the capital of Arum uithoui 
epprt tMjrt— Canton* hjf arm) for the rainy *ea on— \Vr«e< to the 
emperor tKit ht had opened a rcud to Cnuva and hope i to arrive 
there m antlhef ca ro pa jo—Th n* set m »uh Rrcai 
V rUncr »rd oxrnour ir'a whcle The H*ii » iu round* 

th^ Mcjihul* wnh h-j arm) and cut* off all thrlr lupp lea— A pci 
tilcfCeLie k» cut amen« the trocp — ^lecT Jumla in iho jjreateil 
dure II e rair* abate and the Mo}i.hul aj^am enabled toad 
Konptt i}< Itaj* (o return ro th* mouaUin* uheoce he rend* an 
m*cy to i£j ^4 peace to which Jooml* conimti— Th# otBccr 
wl j IluI U n left m charge of Cooch Itchar havuiff itiven d ^rfull 
to the n t ;t> the U ur retel and t*pel thi Mc){hult wha 
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take post at Ghowhatty— Meer Joomk commences hts retreat — - 
Arrives at G'nowhatty — Gefacbes an army to reconquer Gooch 
Behar — Proceeds towards Dacca — ’Dies — His character. 

As this officer has made, and will still make, a 'conspicious 
figure in this history, it is thought requisite to give some 
account of his origin, and rise in life. 

Mohammed, generally called Meer Joomla, was born in 
the vicinity of Ispahan, a city for many years the capital of 
Persia When arrived at the age of manhood, he imitated 
the example of a number of his successful countrymen, and 
went to seek his fortune in India His pro- 

A, D 1650. pitious stars led him to Golcondah , where, 

about the year A H 1060, he obtained an employment, in 
the service of the Sultan Abdallah Koottub Shah sovereign', 
ot Telingana , and, by degrees rose to the command of the 
army Whilst m this situation, he subdued the country called 
Carnatic Bala Ghaut, which yielded a revenue of forty lacks- 
( 4,000,000 ) of rupees per annum, and comprehended the . 
strong fortresses of Gunjy Kotta and Sudhoot As this- 
district IS very rich, and contains several oiamond mines, 
Meer Joomla was suppposed to have collected great wealth 
for himself in proof of this fact, he raised a select corps of- 
5000 cavalry, which he maintained at his own expense 
This circumstance shortly roused the envy and jealousy of 
all the courtiers, and caused suspicion in the mind of the- 
Sultan 

During the period that Meer Joomla was employed m the 
Carnatic he left his son, Meer Mohammed Ameen, to be his 
agei at court but the youth, puffed up with pride at the 
success of his father, conducted himself in a very dissolute and 
disrespectful manner and had the audacity to come to courtt 
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oae daf m s tfato of Inloziisttioo aad to faJl ule^p on (he 
pruceimiuoud * «ucb behaviour conld not pau unnoUced 
be was severel/ reprltnanded and forbidden to appear in tbo 
presence of tbe StUtaiu 

^Vben this intelUgence reached Meer Jocmia, be was 
convinced tbit bis enemies were plotting bis ruin and 
that It would be unsafe for him to return to Golcondab 
He tbe efore made overtures to tbe prince Auruog 
zebe who then commanded tbe imperial annj in tbe 
Dckkan which sere favoonbljr received, and the prince 
bavins recommended him to the emperor 

A, D vCiJ. 

Shahjeban,an envo/ was (AH to66 ) 
tent from Debly to tbe court ot Koouub Sbab to demand the 
dUebarge of both father and ton for tbe former of whom tbe 
envoy carried a commiuioo of commander of 5000 bone, 
and for the son tbe rank of Colonel of zooo in the imperial 
service. 

Before the arrival of the envoy Kootub Shah having 
learnt tbe object of bis mitslon cooSned ^[ohammed Ameen 
and teizcd all the property of tbe father that he could discover 
ThU conduct drew on the Sultan tbo vengeance of Aurungzebe 
an army under the command of bis son ^Iobammcd entered 
Tclingana , and havin^ laid waste tbo country and plundered 
the cuy of Hyderabad compelled the Sultan to deliver up 
Mccr Joomla and bis ton, with alt tbelr vreoJib , and to 
purebat* nu own pardon by a present of one million iterllng 
and by giving bis daughter In manUge to Mohammed f 

On the r Jin of the monib Jummad al \dbir A ti 1067 

An lafciior kind of throne. C 

f bee iiiitoiy of Iltadoostan and bco4 s Hiiiory of the 
Dekton. 
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Irleer Joomla, with his son, arrived m the camp of the prince 

Mohammed, and were most graciously 
A, D 1657 j 

received they thence proceeded to }0.n 

Aurungzebe, by whom they were treated with great respect, and 

an intimacy was cemented between the parties On the 25th 

of Ramzan they reached Delhy, and had the honour of being 

mtroduced to the emperor On this occasion Meer Joomla 

presented his majesty with a large diamond, worth two lacs and 

sixteen thousand rupees , also sixty elephants, and other 

valuable commodities , amounting, in all to the value of fifteen 

‘lacs of rupees 

In return, Joomla was honoured with the title of Muazim 
Khan, the rank of commander of 6000 horse, with the insignia 
of standards and kettle-drums , the office of Dewan, and a 
•present of ^ five lacs of rupees in specie. The knowledge and 
abilities of Joomla recommended him in a high degree, to the 
emperor , and the place of Vizier having soon after become 
"vacant, bv the death of Saadulia Khan, notwithstanding 
all the opposition of the^ prince Dara, who was averse to 
Joomla, from his connection with Aurungzebe, that officer was 
appointed to the highest office m the empire 

In the civil wars between the brothers, for the throne, 
Joomla took part with his patron, Aurungzebe , joined his 
camp near Kudjwa, the day preceding the battle with Shujaa , 
^nd, by his abilities and courage, contributed much to the 
success of that day The high opinion entertatined of him by 
Aurungzebe is evinced by his having been selected to carry on 
the war against Shujaa , and his conduct on that occasion 
gained for him the applause and esteem of his sovereign He 
was promoted to the rank of generalissimo of the armies, and 
the high title of Khan Khanan (chief of the nobles) 


3itf Hinoar or iu»oau [«cr n 

It hu been beforo meoUooed that Meer JooznU^ 
bavbg uuled ibo a£Eilr« of ibe western 
P«t of Bengal pursued the uofortonale 
apiid of Bco^ Sbuji* to Paccx In that ciljr be fixed 
his residence and again rendered U the captial of the 
province 

Duiliig the period that the army of Meer Joomla hod 
occupied Rajemabel he had stopped the boats laden with 
salrpetrc helooging to the English and 
M oil'Jiiu'” much Injured their trade at Patna In 
Ttutl* consequeoco oi which the English bad 
A O i 66 <i. audacity, In the year 1071 to selin 

one of bit tcskU, for which bo threatened to expel them 
from the couatry but early in the following year on their 
ouklag ao apology aad restoring the vessel, he forgave 
them and during the remainder of his government, treated 
them with lenity He however insisted upon their con 
tiDuiog to pay the ptahiutb or annual 

A- 0 itffo 

offering of 300^ rupees which bad been 
established by the Foujdar of lioogbly during the late civil 
war 


UhiUt the empire of HiaJoosun 'sas convulsed by the 
coaieaUoDS of Aurungiebe and bis brothers for the throne 
several of the bordering aemindars and tributary Rajas with 
their necks from the collar of obedience arvd not only 
ne„ieacd to send soy part ol ibcir revenues to iho imperial 
treasury but even Invaded the provinces. Vrooogsl the most 
promiaetit of ibeje waj Bccmnaialn, the Raja of Cooch Debar 
whole couniry although frcijuenUy plundered byjlhe Moham 
mcdwi, aoj compelled 10 pay tribute was never absolutely 
subdued. This cbl i taking aJvanUg* of the absence of 



'SECT. VI.] 


MOHAMMED MEER JOOMLA. 


317 


the Moghul army, seized upon Kamroop, and several other of 
' the imperial districts which adjoined his territories 

To the north-east ' of Bengal is situated the extensive 
-and the once powerful kingdom of Assam This ' country 
IS generally speaking a valley, 700 miles in length by 80 m 
breadth, through the middle of which runs the great river 
Burhampooter which after entering Bengal, joins the Ganges • 
these rivers pour their united streams into the ocean near 
Deccan Shabazpore * 

The prince of this country, named Jyde] Sing had, during 

the civil wars, sent an army down the Burhampootr, which had 

plundered and laid waste the country as far as Dacca, and 

earned away with them a number of the inhabitants as slaves 

To avenge these insults, and to re-establish the fame of 

the Moghul government, was an object of great solicitude 

to Meer Joomla , who as soon as he was 

satisfied with regard to the prince Shujaa, 

in the year 1071, collected, in the neighbourhood of Dace?, a 

numerous army, well equipped with artillery and warlike 

stores, and accompanied by a strong fleet of war-boats 

Meer Joomla, having previously obtained the sanction of 

the emperor, early in the year 1072, 
Invades Cooch uuj4.uf c 

Behar marched, at the head 01 his forces, from 

A D 1661 Dacca As he had embarked his heavy 

artillery - and stores on board the fleet, he directed his march 

along the bapk of the Burhampooter but as there was no 

regular road by this route he was frequently obliged to > cut 


A. D i66t 


* For a further description of this country. See Mr 
Vansittart’s Transalation of part of the History of Aurungzehe^ 
published m the Asiatic Researches for 1800 , also Doctor 
Wade’s account of Assam, in the above work for 1805 
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bU vtjr through voodi, and to form cautewap orer the 
svampx. Although thU measure dclajed hU profress, it, In 
the end fodliuted hit conquest for the Rsja of Cooch' 
Pfb^ r not expecUQg the Invasion from that quarter bad. 
directed all his attention to fortify and defend the ttro other 
roads «blch led to his capital Such were the difficulties 
that occurred In this route, that the general was himself 
obliged to set an example to his troops by tsklng the axe in 
bis own hands and cutting down a tree. On seeing ibis- 
anip", the proud Moghuls, who previous to that time bad 
considered fighting as their onlf duty alighted from tbelc 
horses, and exerted themscKes m clearing the way By. 
their endeavours, and the co-oporaiion of a number of 
elephants, a toad was at length formed which enabled Meer 
Joomla to approach with Uule opposition, the dty of Bcbar 
and the Raja, sensible of his InabUit) to oppose so formidable 
on enemy look (o fiigbt and concealed himself in the woods- 
and hills. On the S7th of Rubby al Avul 
(third month) Meer Joomla look pos 
session of the capital of C^oocb Bebar and 
in compliment to the reigning emperor changed its name to 
Alumgecmagur 


•Vs It mas (be InieoUon of Meer Joomla to retain 
po»teulon of that district, be appointed S)ed Mohammed 
baduc to be chief judge mitb directions to destroy all the 
IJoUtious temples and to errect mosr^ues in their stead. 
He bouever issued orders to bis troops not to plunder or 
Injure any of the inhabitants but to seUe upon all the 
propeny of the Kaja mberever U could be found. To evince 
bis ual for religion the general himself with a battle hxe 
broke ih* celebrated Imago of Narain ( the principal object of 
morjbip of the Hindoos of that province) and afterwards 
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ascending to the roof of the temple, proclaimed the Moham- 
medan call to prayers With this exception on the~article of 
religion, Meet Joomla would not permit his troops to be 
guilty of any injustice to his new subjects , and instituted a 
court for the express punishment of plunderers, or other^ 
offenders 

By these means, the inhabitants of Cooch Behar became- 
reconciled to their invaders , and many of them, who had fled 
from the city, relumed to their habitations At length,^ 
Bishen iNaraih, the son of the Raja, who was on bad terms 
with his father, came m at the instance of Meet Joomla, he- 
was converted to the Mohammedan faith , and on the 
promise of being raised immediately to the Raja, undertook 
to seize his father 

To effect this impious undertaking, a considerable force, 
under the command of Isfundiar Beg, was sent with Bishem 
Narain, who entered the woods, and having pursued the 
Raja for some time, compelled him to take refuge m a hill 
fort of Bootan , the only entrance to which was by a bridge 
composed of iron chains, ^and which was easily taken to- 
pieces on the approach of an enemy Although disappointed 
in seizing the Raja, they captured his principal minister, 
with all his family and wealth they also found, in the wood, 
250 guns, great and small, and much other property all 
of which was forwarded to Dacca 

Meer Joomla, having settled the revenues of Cooch 
Bebar at ten lacs of Narain rupees, and made ms arrange- 
ments, left fourteen hundred horse, and two thousand 
musqueteers, under the command of Isfundiar Beg, to 
support the new government , and proceeded to the conquest 
of Assam. — 
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As Meer Jooala wss resolved not to quit sight of bis fleet, 
on which were embsrked bis stores and depot of provisioni 
be regained the banks of the Borhampooter and having 
crossed that river near RangamutQr at tbe expense of great 

labour and much dclar he formed a ruad 
A. D ^ 

which enabled him to proceed shott 

stages. During this march as the Imperial arm/ was obliged 
to drag the boats against strong current, and the troops acre 
necessitated to crou rivers and to clamber over precipices, >t 
frequtDilj happened that their da) s journey did not exceed 
one or tao miles, during which time although not opposed 
by the enemy in front, they were often annoyed on their 
flanks, by small parties of the Assamese firing on them, from 
behind trees, or wherever the nature of tbe ground permitted 
them to approach unseen butts the general shared in all 
the fatigues and danger frequeviy walking the whole wt) 
the troops conilaued to advance without murmuring although 
their rest was often broken after a most fatiguing day s 
journey by the night attacks of enemy 

After a most wearisome march the Moghul army came m 
sight of the fort of Semyte * built upon a hill which com 
minded the river and was garrisoned by 30000 men 
supported by a fleet of war boats, anchored aaou the stream 
Meer joomla immediately gave orders for his boats to aiuck 
ihose of the enemy while he Invested the fortress by laml 
Ills cannon which were probably served by Europeans 
quickly dupcrieJ tbe Assamese fleet and the garrison 
dupmted by their retreat abandoned tbe post durm* the 

o'fthL 


Called by other Xuihors Aio 
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The Moghul general, having taken possession oE the 
fortress, which he named ^T,ta Allah ( the gift of God ), 
placed a garrison therein : he shen proceeded on his route *, 
and, after capturing a numU^r of other places, on the si\th 
of Shaban ( Sih month ) lookP possession of Ghergong, the 
capital of the kingdom. 

As the hloghul army required some rest after their 
harassing journey, and the rainy season nas approaching, 
Mcer Joomla cantoned his troops m the vicinity of the river 
extending from Ghergong to hlutteapore, a distance of seven 
miles , and, as the Raja had fled at his appearance, and taken 
shelter in the mountains, he was under no apprehension of 
any molestation from the inhabitants of the country, to the 
principal of whom he had granted protection, and taken their 
promise of allegiance iMisled by this confidence, Meer 
Joomla despatched couriers to the emperor, mforming him, 
that he had opened a road to China, and hoped, next campaign, 
to display the Moghul standards in that rich country. 

This intelligence afforded much pleasure to Aurungzebe, 
who flattered himself that his victorious banners would meet, 
in the distant region of China, those of his Tartar relations, 
the descendants of Jengiez Khan He, in consequence, gave 
orders for a numerous levy of troops to be assembled at 
Dehly, for the purpose of supporting Meer Joomla, and 
maintaining his conquests The emperor also conferred on 
Mohammed Ameen the son of Joomla an honorary dress, as a 
testimony of respect for his father . he also wrote to the 
general a letter, with his own hand congratulating him on his 
success' and encouraging him to proceed . but alas 1 these 
hopes were of a short-lived duration. 


21 
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Th« nUnj season of the jeax 107s set In vith aDcommoa< 
violence, the|^TQrs overflowed their bankt^ 
and laid the ^hole of the viUlej of Assam 
under water forage was nowbcr procurable ^ and the Moghub 
cavalry of whom the Asaamne were so mach afraid that- 
bundreds of them often fled before ten horsemen could no 


longer act. 

The Raja returned at the bead of bti troops, from the 
tDOuotaloj and baring surrounded tbe Moghuls on evtr^ 
tide cut oS all inpplies from the country Proriilons became 
scarce and the dampness of the dlmaie, or malignity of the 
air occasioned a pestilential disorder which swept off a 
number of the troops distress In every form auached the 
Moghuls but. as it was Impossible either to adrance or retreat 
there wu no other remedy for them but patience. 

Dunng the period that tbe Moghul army was tbos 
suTTounded with misfortunes the Assamese were Incessant In 
their night auacks and succeeded In cutting off several of 
the deuched parties they also, with poisoned arrows severely 
wounded many of (be principal ofQcers and killed a number of 
the men and borsea. 

At length, in the month of Rubby a1 Avul (3rd month) of 
the year 1073, the rains began to subside 
A D iCtfa-j. ind the dry ground to appear Meerjoomla 
lost not a moment in retaliating on his enemies be sent out 
dvucbmenis ua beat up tbeir quarters and wherever an 
opponunity offerred for the cavalry to act, they drove tbe 
Asiamcte before them like sbeep before the woll The 
Raja a-^am tied to the mountains and sent an envoy to solicit 
peace. Mccr JoomU eober was, or pretended to be averse to 
any oJjcr terms chan absolute submluion but being attacked 
b) as ,Iec: djscn.tfy, and the uoopi mutinous to rctura 
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' to Bengal, he at length listened to the solicitations of 
Dilere Khan and other officers and agreed to withdraw his 
troops from Assam, on condition of the Raja paying a large ^ 
sum of money, presenting a number of elephants, yielding up 
his daughter to be married to one of the princes, and promis- 
ing an annual tribute 

These terms having been accepted by the Raja, an envoy 
arrived in the Moghul camp on the 6th of the second Jemmad 
(6thmontn), and presented to M^er Joomla 20,000 tolahs of 
gold,^ 1,008,000 tolahs in silver, forty elephants and two 
young ladies; one said to be the daughter of the Raja and 
the other the daughter of a powerful chief whose territories 
adjoined Assam, he also brought four young men, of 
good family, to remain as hostages for the , payment of the 
annual tribute. 

While Meet Joomla thus successfully conducted the war 
m Assam, Isfundiar Beg and the other officers whom he had 
left in charge of Cooch Behar, by their oppressions and 
tyrannical conduct, so disgusted the inhabitants of that pro- 
vince, that they rose in a body, and solicited their expelled 
Raja, Beemnarain, to return among them, and again tch 


assume the reins of government 

As soon as the Raja found himself sufficiently powerful he 
sent a polite message to Isfundiar Beg, and Mohammed Saleh, 
the govePffor and commander of the troops, that if they would 
retire peaceably and quietly from his ^'dominions, they might 
do so unmolested ,) but if they persisted m remaining, they 
should have reason' to repent their obstinacy 

The Moghul Ghiefs at first disregarded this menace 
but after several skirmishes, in which they lost a number of 


* A Tolah weighs about 400 grains 
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men oiScert the/ found it Rdvlnblo to retire to Gbow 
luttf there to avalt the ectura of the annj from A t t a ni 

In the miftHle of Jemmad. Aasanjr ( 6ib month) Mecr 
JoomU commenced his retum to BengiL At this period his 
arm/ was so much reduced b7 famine and sickness that nine 
men out of ten were «ith dilHcultj tranipoitcd and manj of 
them (dail/ perished on the march , while the general himself 
was nearlj exhausted b/ his disorder 

In the end of Shaban ( 8th month ) the army anlred at 
Ghowbatty on the coDdnes of Cooch Debar and notwrth 
standing the weak state of Mcer Joomla, he selected all the 
efhcieat part of the army and sent them under the command 
of Raiheed Khan and Asghor Kbaa« to reconquer that province. 
He then proceeded, with the remainder of bis forces towards 
Dacca \ hut on bis arrirai at khiaerpore bis constitution being 
exhausted by fatigue and disease be rulgned bit sod to the 
angel of death, on the and of Ranuan ( oih 
A. D i&Si 4. ® ^ 

month ) of the year 1073 

Meer JumU was one of those characters n ho have risen 
more in consequence of their own abilities than by any peculiar 
instance of good fortune He possessed an excellent under 
itaodiDg great coolness of mind and undaunted courage 
fie was calculated for the intrigues of the cabinet, as aell as 
for the stratagems of the tieUL In private life ho amiable 
and just. He disdained to use ungenerous means against 
his adversaries, and even expreued bis joy on the escape 
of bulua bhujan ixom bis anas. Till his death he retained 
the tuU of Vbicr though the duties of the office were prerform 
cd by his dcpuiy l^ja lUsgoaath. His death was even 
regretted by the turopcans, who had foimcrly complained 
of his cractiont. 
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When the emperor was informed of the death of Meer 
Joomla, and the unsuccessful termination of the expedition 
to Assam, he was* greatly distressed ; and sent the prince 
Mohammed Muazim to condole with the family of the 
deceased Chief, and to assure his son, Ameen Khan, of 
the imperial favour and support but the enemies of 
Aurungzebe were of opinion that he was much pleased 
with the event, as he was excessively jealous of the abilities, 
and much feared the ambition of that great man. 


NUWAB SHAISTA KHAN AMMER AL OMRAH. 

The Nuwab Shaista Khan appointed governor , but permitted 
to manage the business, for some time, by deputy— Arrives at 
Dacca— Prepares to retaliate on the Raja of Arracan— Detaches a 
fleet of war boats, with 3,000 men. under Hussen Beg, to recover 
the islands in the mouth of the Ganges— Sends the remainder of 
the army, under the command of his son, by land to Chittagong— 
The fleet retakes Jug dea and Alumgeernagar— Invades Sundeep, 
and regains possession of that island— Hussen Beg writes to the 
Portugese in the service of the Raja, offering them considerable 
advantages if they would desert to him — The Portuguese accede — 
The plot discovered— The Portuguese escape in their boats to 
Sundeep — The army arrives at the boundary of Chittagong — 'The 
Arracanneis retreat to the city — An engagement takes place bet- 
ween the fleets, in which the Moghuls are worsted, but gam some 
advantage the following day — The united forces lay siege to Chitta- 
gong— The garrison endeavour to make their escape — Pursued, 
taken and sold as s'aves— Shaista Khan, ' at his own request 
recalled to court — His character— The Danes and French establish 
factories m Bengal. ^ 

After the death of-Meer Joomla, the government of Ben- 
gal was conferred on Shaista Khan, the Ameeral-Omrah, son 
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of the ccicbralcd VixIcT Aru/ J*b and nepbew of the omprcM 
Noorjabin bet u that officer had not thea rccorercd from 
the wooadt h« had rccelted at foona iQ*tho Daccan from 
the auaailna of the Alahratta Chief SerageOt* be was 
permloed to gown tbo province b/ bis deputy Daoud Khan, 
and did uot proceed thither until the 
A. D t£ifib4. _ 

^ year 1074 

The afialrs of the provinco at that period required the 
presence of an able governor, for the Rsja of Arracto finding 
that no notice was tahen of bit conduct to Sultan Shujaa 
concluded that tbe hloghuls were afraid of hit power ^ and 
when he beard oi the death of hfecr Joomla, be directed hla 
troops to possess themselves of all the eastern coast, to the 
mouth of the Gaages, He also again took Into hlJ employ 
mem a number of the Portuguese adveDturert, whose know 
ledge in marlUme afifairi enabled bim to construct and 
nadgate resiels of a rufficieot sire to carry cannon with 
these and his own swift rowing war boats, be extondod bli 
rav-igts to all the islands not In bis poiiesslon, and seUed a 
nomber of boats, richly laden, la ditfereot parts of the Ganges. 
Such was the eacent of their depredations that the Inhabitants 
o! Dacca trembled when they beard the name of Mugbs 
whose general practice was to kill the men, and to carry off 
the women and children as slaves. 

One of the /Irst acts of Shalsu Khan s authority was to 
aasemble in the year 1075 at Dacca, a 
Domsrom fleet of boats and an army of 
*Sfioo mtn,f Three thousand of these bo IcuncdUtoly 


A. 0 (^44.5. 


Se» UuUfT c/ //wdAu/aw \ oL IIL page 37a 
t On this occasion h« Ujt asilstanco of some 

hAUopcaa guoaera, /rem the Dutch and English factories 
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embarked on board the boats, mnde ^the command of an officer, 
named Hussen Beg, with orders to ‘fclear the river of the pirates, 
and to drive them from the islands of which they had taken 
possession The remainder * the army he placed under the 
command of his own son, %uzurg Omeid Khan, whom he 
instructed to proceed by land, and co-operate with the fleet in 
punishing the Mughs. 

The fleets sailed from Dacca , and entering the great 

river Megna, which is formed by the junction of the Burham- 

pooter and Ganges, Hussen Beg took by storm the forts of 

Jugdea and Alumgeernagur, which were situated at the mouth 

of the river, and had been for some time in possession of the 

Raja Hence he sailed to the island of Sundeep, of which 

the enemy had been for many years in 
A D 1666, ^ ^ L j 

possession, and where they had erected 

•several strong stockades in various places The Moghuls 
were fortunate in surprising, in that place, a part of the 
Arracan fleet, which they took with little trouble , but the 
capture of the stockades was not so easily effected and several 
wedks were required to expel, pr seize the whole of the 
Mughs, who are celebrated for their dexterity, both in the 
construction and defence of such fortification 

Hussen Beg, having thus completed the object of his in- 
structions, waited for the arrival of the army, which had 
proceeded by land in the mean time he wrote, with the 
sanction and in the name of the governor, both to the Por- 
tuguese who* were settled at Chittagong, and to those who 
were in the employment of the Raja, offering them, if tney 
would enter his service, to give them more advantageous terms 


and upon their pleading inability, he threatened to stop their 
jaffic in saltpetre Indian Records^ Vol. iii. A. D. 1664. 
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t^an ihcy bad from ihat'^blef aod A grant of l a nd i for the- 
t ett lcfOfnt of their faalno in BengaL He at the same Umc- 
tbrealened If the/ ttlll adhered to the came of the Kaja, that 
he TouJd on the caplore of (TilUagong deatro/ every pciton 
of oation wfaozn he /ouadP Xhit letter had the dcilred 
diect on the Portuguese , they were terrified at the power of 
the hfogbali , and calliog to mind the severe punishment 
lofilaed on them at Hooghly they agreed to bit proposals 
and promised to desert, with tbeir vessels, the first 
opportunity 


* The faHowlog horrible account of these people Is given 
by Bernier In bU travels-- Rakan bad been tbe refuge of all 
tbs nuuvay Portuguese from Goa Cochin Malacca, and 
other qUccs uhicb they bad in the Indies asaellas of ibelr 
slaves, and other Europeans. They consisted of such u bad 
abandoned their monasteries bad been twice or ihrlcc 
manled murderers, and the like. The king of Rakan kept 
them as a guard of his frontier against the Mogol In the port 
called Cbategon which be bad taken from Sengal giving 
them lands and llbeny to live as they pleated. Their usual 
trade «ai robbery and piracy they not only scoured the 
ses'ccaus but entered the rivers specially the Ganges and 
often penetrating forty or fifty leagues up the country sur 
prised and carried away whole towns and villages of people 
with great cnicUy and buromg all which they could not carry 
away They ranioajcd tbe old people , but the )oung ooca 
they made towers 0/ and such Christians a» they were them 
selves boasting that they made more converu In one jear 

than the mtuloturlci, ihrcu,,b the loJlci, did In ten” See 

Mt4*rn VnirrttAl iiitl rr \aL si 
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The negotiation was scarcely concluded, when one of the 
party communicated it to the Raja, who was much irritated, 
and resolved to take ample vengeance, by putting them all to 
the sword . the Portuguese were therefore under the necessity 
of abandoning their property, and of hurrying on board their 
boats during the night In the morning 
they set sail, and arrived safe at Sundeep, 
where they were most graciously received 
by the imperial general, who, having 
selected the most efficient of them to assist in the expedition 
against Arracan, sent the remainder to the governor, who- 
assigned for their residence a place twelve miles below Dacca, 
still called Fringy Bazar, or European town, where many ob 
their descendants yet reside. 

The army under Oraeid Khan, having advanced by 
short marches on account of the badness of the roads, at 
length reached the river Phenny, which formerly constituted/ 
the south-east boundary of Bengal here they found an 
army of Arracanners prepared to' oppose their crossing but 
the appearance of tthe Moghul cavalry, an object they hadi 
never before seen, alarmed them to such a degree, that they 
fled with precipitation to Chittagong 

In the mean time, Hussen Beg, having obtained intelli- 
gence that the army was arrived, set sail from Sundeep, and 
endeavoured to form a junction with it , but, opposite a place 
called Commorea, he was attacked by the Arracan fleet, con-^ 
sisting of three hundred armed vessels, of different sizes-, 
and although, owing principally to the assistance of the Por- 
tuguese, he was enabled to repulse the enemy, and take or 
sink several of their vessels, yet he was so much alarmed by 
this new species of warfare, to which the Moghuls had not 
been accustomed, that he ran the fleet close to the shore, and 
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sought prelection from lijo army Omold Khan Immcdlatelf 
detached to his asiUlance alt the aitlHer^and mosquetcers 
and when the ArTacanDtrs, earl/ next morning reao<red the 
attack in ihallonr water the guns opened a hear/ and unexpec 
led fire on them and compelled them to retreat 

The united forces then proceeded to the cit/ of Chitia 
gong to which the/ laid sleze , and 
though U was well fortified, and defended 
A, D 1666. }jy 4 number of cannon, the garrlslon 
alarmed at the retreat of their fieet, endeavoured during the 
night, to make their escape. The/ were porsued b/ the 
Moghul cavair/ and aooo of them seized and sold as 
slaves. Twelre hundred and tveni/ three pieces of 
cannon, diHerent calibres and a number of storer 
were found La the place bot the captors were dlt« 

appointed In the quantlt/ of wealth the/ expected to have 
shared. Omeld Khan changed the name 
A 0 107&. ^ Islamabad* (the reiidenco 

of the faithful) and annexed ft to the 
province of Bengal tearing a considerable force to defend it 
from the Incursions of the hluglu. 

ShaliU Khan governed Bengal, with great prudence and 


rigour till the end of the }ear 1^87 when 
^ ^ a: his own request, bo vras re-called to 

court On bis arrival be presented ibo emperor with Ihlrt/ 
lacs ol rupees (imrl/ 3 oocol) la specie some elephants 
and a tuimbtr of curiosities. He was most gracious!/ received 
and tcca after appointed goremor of the province of Agra. 

U u cxceedle|l/ difficult to do justice to the character of 
this oificer B/ the Mobimmedas historians be is described as 


• See page 373 
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‘the pattern of excellence , but by the English he is vilified as 
the oppressor of the human race The following facts are, how- 
ever, strong presumptive proofs in favour of the veracity of the 
tormer Buring the government of Shaista Khan, tne com- 
merce of the English, notwithstanding the alleged oppressions 
of the governor, continued to flourish besides their factories 
at Ballasore and Hoogly, they had established agents at Patna 
■Cossimbazar, and Dacca , their exportation of saltpetre' alorie 
in some years, amounted to i.ooo tons , and their importation 
of bullion, in a single year, to 1 10,000/ further, although no 
English vessels were allowed to sail up the Ganges before his 
time, VIZ. A D 1664, yet it appears that, in the year 1669, the 
East-India Company had, by his permission, formed a regular 
establishment of pilots,' for^^onducting their ships up and 
down the river He also, in the year 1672, granted them an 
order for freedom of trade throughout the province, without 
the payment of any duties * 

On the other hand, the company’s agents complained, that 
he frequently stopped their trade, and seized upon their 
saltpetre , that, instead of the annual present of 3,000 rupees, 
settled in 1658, he exacted from the same duties that were' 
paid by the Hindoos , and that his officers were\ gnilty of a 
thousand exactions f That, in Hoogly, the officers of govern- 
ment compelled the Hindoo merchants to take their money 
at 25 per cent, interest , and frequently called on them to 
repay the principal at the end of nine months, charging the 
full year’s interest That, in consequence of various con- 

i 

rfiscations, the public officers had frequently a quantity of 

* See Appendix. 

f See Messrs Blake's and ClaveVs Reporls, dated October 
a668, and December 1676. 
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goods on their hands, trhich thej obliged the Hlndooi 
merchaois to take at a high price and dUpoie of as they 
could and that he compelled the English and Dutch soldiers 
to attend him In the «ar against Arracam There Is stHl 
extant a public letter from the governor of Madras to Shalstn 
Khan dated hlay 7ih 1677 threatening that if the English 
axe net better treated, they will entirely withdraw from 
Bengal.* 

It was during the goreniment of ShaUta Khan that la to 

aar about the rear 1676. that the French 
A, D. i6;«. , ^ .... .. 

and Danes established themselves la 

BengaL The precise period of the Inlroductioo of the Dutch 
Is not recorded i- but the agents of these nations prudently 
obtained ground, on «hlch to c.m thefr factories at some 
distance below Hoogly where the present tovms of Chlnsiira,. 
Chaodenugore and Serampore, now stand The English 
agent on the contrary built bis factory in the middle of the 
town of Hoogir which was the cause of frequent disputes 
with the inhabitants, and terminated by their being eapelled 
from the county 


NUWAB FEDAI KHAN AAZIM KHAN 

On the resignation of Shalsla Khan, the emperor Aurung 
zebo was pleased to appoint bit own /iittr hrothtr^ Fedal Khan 
to be gosemor of Bengal, with the lofty title of r\azim Khan. 

This odiccr arrived at Dacca In the year 
ic 37 but died in that city rarlr in the 

following jtu 

* JJt crJj 4ih and 6ib \ ols. 

t 'dr Oim« sa)S, the Dutch Settled In Bengal about the 
)cix 1615 


A.D i6n 
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This person is described by the English agents, > of a 
^lovetous and tyrannical disposition they further state, that 
he had quarrelled with Hajy Shuffy Khan, the emperor’s, 
Dewan , tnat he gave much molesfatiou to their commerce; 
and that his conduct made them regret the resignation of his 
predecessor ' that, in consequence of such behaviour,^ an 
order had been received from court for 
him to quit Dacca, and reside at Kidder- 
pore , but that his death, which occurred, oa the 25th of May, 
T678 had saved him that mortification 

Upon the death of the'i^uwab, the emperor’s Dewan Hajy 
ShuSy, seized all his property, and took charge of the govern- 
ment , and being inimical to the English, he gave orders that 
they should pay three and a half per cent, duties upon their 
commerce, bein^ the sum they paid at Surat f 


SULTAN MOHAMMED AAZIM. 


June 30, 167S, 


When intelligence of the death of Fedai Khan reached the 

V 

court, the prince Mohammed Aazim, third son of Aurungzebe, 
who then governed Behar, was ordered to take charge of 
Bengal. He arrived at Dacca on the 19th 
of Jummad-al-Akhir of the year ic88 , 
and towards the end of that year, detached an army to repel 
the Assamese, who had been for some time troublesome on 
' the frontier 

Upon this occasion, the prince sent for the agents of the 
English and Dutch factories at Dacca , and having received 


* See India Records Vol. ix., 1677-8. 
f Ibid, Vol. XIV., p. 250. 
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them in tbo most gradoos maonei bo reqaetted them to> 
atiitt him «{lb some £aropeaot, who understood the manage^ 
ment of sxtlUerj but« upon thdr pleading tbelr Inability be 
did not enforce the demand however as be was In vant of 
money be accepted the sum of ai,ooo rupees from tbo 
EogUib for which he granted them bJi Kliban or order, for 
a free trade wUhoot the payment of aur duucs.* 

Upon the approach of the Imperial forces, tbo Assamese 
retired and the btogbols took pc4sessIon of Gbowbatty and 
the villages depending thereon. This traniaaion was magnld^ 
ed at court Into a new conquest and an honorary dress, with 
a diamond necklace, valued at two lacs of rupeei, was for 
warded to the prince, os a testimony of the royal favour This 
drcumstance so flattered the vanity of tbo prince that be 
resolved on subjugating the kingdom of Amcan and bad 
commenced his preparations, when an event pccuned which 
put a stop to all bis projects. 

In the }ear io £9 the emperor Aurungzebe having gUeo 

great odeoco to all his Hindoo subiecis, 
A. D i6;S-a. * 

by the imposition of a capitation taa by tbo 

dcstiuction ol their templet and by bis wanton attempt to 
deipoil the orphan children of Raja Jerwont Sing of tbelr 
inhcriunce of Joudpore all the Rajepoot princes bod recourse 
to aims and to powerful were they In reputation and force 
that Aurun^rcbe who was then engaged in a war against the 
.>lihiaua Chief Sevsgee found U rrcqulille to order all bis 
mou ccnEdcmiol troops and diulngultbed ofScers to join 

bim.f 


* See Appendix. 

t Sec Oimes IlUtoiical Fragments —Traimctioiu of 
the )ear t6^3 
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In consequence of this event, Sultan Aazim quitted Dacca 

on the yth of Ramjan 1090 , and proceeded 
August 14. 1679. u . .u j . 

on his route with an expedition never be- 
fore evinced by any of tke princes of Hindoostan, unless by 
the emperor Akbar, in his celebrated march from Agra to 
Guzerat in nine days. , 

The prince’s mode of travelling is thus described by one 
of his attendants. At midnight, he, and his son Bedar 
Bukht, then not nine years of age, got into their palanqueens, 
and were carried by relays of hearers, till daylight they then 
got out, performed their ablutions, and said their morning 
prayers , after which they mounted on horseback, and rode 
till midday. In this manner they arrived at Benares in twenty- 
five days' but of a corps of 1,000 chosen horse, which left 
Dacca with the princes, very few persons were able to keep 
up with them 

From Benares they arrived in the imperial camp, then 
between A] mere and Joudpore, in twelve days during this 
part of the journey, fresh horses were provided at every stage 
by the public officers, for the prince and his party , who on 
the last day rode seventy coss * 

One day during the journey, the princes having outridden 
their attendants, and Bedar Bukht being overcome with thirst, 
they stopped at a well, and desired a villager to draw them 
some water Aftef they had drunk, the prince gave the man 
two ashriiijies ( gold viohrs ), which so much excited the* 
fellow’s cupidity, that, ignorant of the rank of the travellers, 
he demanded all their money, and refused to let them 
proceed The prince bore his insolence for some time \ but, 

* The coss are from a mile and a half to two miles long, 
but vary in different parts of the country. l. 
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beJnc ai length j/rilated be dreir an arrow and lodged it in 
the 111 tiled uretchs breast he them rode on ^ but one 
of ibe officers who arrived at tbp spot soon after 
recognising the arrow, cut o& the min s head and then 
hastening after ibe prince presetted him with the arrow and 
addreued him In an extemporary verse purporung that his 
hlgbneu s orders would one daj penetrate the four quaters 
of the clobe with as much fadlitj as that arrow had pierced 
the bresu t tii enemy 

The prince was, howetxr sensible of his own rashness 
and impru lence and during the remainder of the journey 
was always provided with small com, both of gold and silver 
and even of copper to pay (or any tnUlng service be might 
reqnire on the road 

As the eipedtUon with which the royal party proceeded 
would not permit them to have regular victuals dressed they 
lived almost oU the lime on bread and dried (runs but Bedir 
Bukbt being at length disgusted with that kind of food re> 
quested to have some dressed One of the alien 

dants went into ilie caravanserai ami hiving procured some 
brou^bi li to the princes In a Urge wooden bowl allbough 
they were boih very hungry neither of them could bring them 
selves to taste it out of such a veueJ and the father comforted 
the son b> saying, please God the bestower of all gifts in a 
fcwda}s more ue shall participate in the laxotics of the 
hnpetlal table l 

In short. Sultan \aalm, having joined the emperor was 
aipwutcd to an important command In ihc army ihcn 
niaichln* a^urui iLe lUjepoot princes. 

* \ mixture of peas, rice and butter, icaioncd wiih pepper 
and svU. 
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SECOND TIME. 

Shaista Khan re-Tppointed to the government— -Enforces the 
Jizia, or poll-tax — Destroys several Hindoo temples— The English 
obtain an imperial Firman, or order for trade — The factories m 
Bengal made independent of Madras — Mr Hedges appointed 
governor of the Company’s settlements m Bengal — The royal 
firman proves defective — Account of the rebellion of the zemindar 
of Behar — The Company’s governor applies to the Nuwab for 
permission to erect a lurt on the bank of the Gmgcs— The Nuwab 
refuses, and insists upon the English paying the same duties they 
did at Surat — Disputes in consequence — Tlie East India Company 
obtained the sanction of King James II to make war on the 
Nuwab of Bengal and the emperor of Hindoostan — An expedition 
IS fitted out in England, to attack Chittagong — Instructions to the 
admiral— Failure of the expedition— Causes explained— An affray 
between the English and Moghul troops at Hoogly— The admiral 
cannonades and sets fire to the town — The Foujedar requests a 
suspension of hostilities, and enters into a convention — The Nuwab 
refuses to ratify the convention — Orders all the English factories to 
be confiscated, and sends an army to expel them from the country 
— The English retreat to Chultanulty — The Dutch and French 
take advantage of the dispute — The English anxious to make peace 
—The Nuwab sends three commissioners from Dacca to settle 
terms, but at the same time reinforces the army at Hoogly — The 
English retreat toTnjelee — Description of that place — Consequences 
of that retreat — The Nuwab offers to make peace— Treaty signed— 
The English return to Chuttanutty — The company disapprove of 
the treaty, and resolved to prosecute the war — A line of battleship 
and a frigate depatched to India under the command of Captain 
Heath— The Nuwab renews his oppression of the English — The 
reinforcement arrives from England— Captain Heath resolves, m 
opposition tq the wishes of Mr. Charnock, to recommence the 
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war— Order* JUi llj« Cjtflpany** lervant* loenibirk on baird ibe 
Bctt— Sets mD andgnca es »t Banasore — Attacks vid plunders 
that tovn*»Sats sail for ClutUgoog— Fmds that place too stros^ 
to be attacked— Agrees to enter Into a negodatwn again with the 
Nuwab but before an Aosver could airn'r proceeds to Arracan 
and offers proposaU totbeRs)a — Without waiting for an answer 
to Afadras— The emperor ordm the fingksh to the capellcd 
from his domuuoos— The Nuwab Shaista Kban requests permts* 
stOQ to resign hu government— Quits Bengal— Dies. 

Oa the same daj that orders were despatched to re caU 
Sultan Mohammed Aaxim to court, the Nuwab Shalita Khan 
was re appointed to the government of 
Bengal and anhed at Dacca about the 
end of the year 1090. 

Imoedutelf after Shatsta Khans retu/a to Beaga) be 
was compelled in obedience to the regulations of Aunmg 
zebe to enforce the /(sm or poll tax. from the Hindoos • 
which circumstance tendered both him and the emperor 
very unpopular throughout the province. At Hoogly 
his olBccrs demanded pa)meDt of this tax by all Kuiopcons 
and other Christians but the Dutch and ZnglUh refuamg to 
pay It the demand was modified into a prcienl of Fcrslon 
horses for the Nuwab s use 

About the same period a oumber of lie Hindoo lemplci 
wcicJc>uu)cd and Roy Mulllck Chand a Hindoo of rank, 
wbouasaccu eJ of having commlwed some fraud# m lie 
icicn-c ue^iiiuncnl was confined In irons and threatened to 


Tlj Juu was 61 per thoutand on all pjcpc/iy The 
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be sent in that state to the emperor, unless he consented to 
return Mohammedan The object of this threat was merely 
to extort money , but the parsimonious and persevering 
Hindoo remained long in confinement, without complying 
Avith their wishes , and was at length liberated, at the interces- 
sion of prince Mahommed Aazim, to whom he was known 


The factors of the English Company, having found it 
exceedingly troublesome and expensive to procure a fresh 
order for freedom of trade from every succeeding governor, 
had, upon the removal of Shaista Khan, sent an agent with 
him to the emperor’s camp, to solicit an imperial firman, to 
settle this business for ever and the agent, after much ex- 


pense and perseverance, succeeded in procuring the emperor’s 
order, with which he returned to Hoogly, on the 8th of July 


The English EasU 
India t ompany obtain 
an imperial firmxn 


1680 The English factors, wishing to 
make a great display of their success 
caused the firman to be received with 


A, D 1679'So 


much ceremony, and to be saluted with 
three hundred guns, from the factory and 


the ships anchored opposite the town 


The great increase of the Bengal investments, and the 
procuring of the imperial firman, induced the Company to 


Mr, Hedges ap 
pointed governor 
of the English 
settlements in 
Bengal J 

A D 1681 2 


render Bengal independent of Madras , 
and, in consequence, they appointed Mr 
Hedges, one of their Directors, to the 
chief agent, or governor, of all their affairs 
in the Bay of Bengal, and all other factories 


subordinate thereto His residence was 


fixed at Hooghly , and, in order to give dignity to the office, 
a guard of a corporal and twenty European soldiers ,was . sent 
from Fort St George, for his protection This was the,, first 
military establishment of the Company . in Bengal, and, the 
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foandatlcm of the EoglUh pover In ibat couotqr * Bat as 
the imperial firman was purposely drawn out In a vague and 
obscure >^!e it toon gave rite to ditputej, and involved their 
affairs In difilcultf f 

Some other drcumstancet also occarred aboat this time 
which added much to the embarrassments 
^ ^ of the English. In the year 1095 a young 

man calling himself the son of Sultan Sbujaa, made hit 
appearance at Patna who pretended he had with much 
difficulty effected hit escape from Arracin and called upon 
the people to espouse bis canto but S>f Kban^ the governor 
of Behar obtaining IntelUgcnco of the circumstance before ho 
^could procure any partisans In bis favour leUed him and put 
him in Irons. 

A few days after this event, Gangaram the semlodar of 
Behir rebelled and baviog collected a number of follovert 
plundered the city of Debar Immediately after he advanced 
to Paltu , giving out that the prince Akbar who In the 
preceding year had rebcUsd against bis father bad taken 
refuge with him and csortlog all those who were dissatisfied 
wUh the present Government to join the standard of the 
)Oung prince The ^uw3h. who was dcteiicd for his tyrannf 
cal disposition and who bad neglected to keep up a proper 
establishment uf troops was so much alarmed that ho ha d 
not the courage to meet the rebels but shut himself up in the 
city the fortiucatioos of which being very deficient, the 

* To avoid a repeution of references the reader is in 
foimcd. that nearly the whole of this chapter is taken from 
Orm t InJji an Bru^t i Annals e/y ihs East InJta Companf 
and InJia ,Jt 

t See endli 



SECT. VI ] NUWAB SHAISTA KHAN. ( 2ND TIME. ) 


341 


inhabitants were excessively alarmed, and the merchants sent 
off all their most valuable property. The siege continued 
for some time , but owing more to the awkwardness of the 
assailants than to the courage of the garrison, the former 
failed m their attempt, and were obliged to content themselves 
with the plunder of the adjacent villages Some of the 
soldiers of the garrison, however, commiserating the situation 
of the pretended son of Shujaa, struck off his irons, and 
permitted him to escape to the rebels , which added strength 
to their party, and increased the suspicions and alarm of the 
governor At length, reinforcements arriving from Benares 
and Dacca, the rebels dispersed, and the gates of the city 
were again opened. 

During the period of this disturbance, Mr Peacock, and 
the other English gentlemen, continued to reside unmolested 
at their factory at Singee, distant ten or twelve miles from 
Patna, among the saltpetre grounds , which circumstance 
inducing the Nuwab to suspect they were in league with the 
rebels, he not only forbade them purchasing any more saltpetre 
that year, but 'threw Mr Peacock into prison ; whence it was 
with much diflSculty and intercession that he was released. 

The affairs of the Company had also, for several years, 
been much annoyed by the interference of other British sub- 
jects , in consequence of which, the governor at Hoogly, Mr. 
Gyfford, in the year 1097, made an application, m the name of 
the Company, to the Nuwab Shaista Khan. 

• • for permission to erect a fortification in the 

mouth, or on the banks of the Ganges — to prevent the ships of 
those persons, whom ^they denominated interlopers, from 
entering the river , and for the better protection of their own 
property But the Nuwab was too experienced a statesman to 
trust foreigners with such power he not only refused the 
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request, bat Insisted notwlthsunding the emperor t firman 
upon the English paying three and a half per cent duties upon 
all their Imporu, instead of the annual s^ra ol 3000 rupees 
«>hlch they had formerly paid 

ThU drcumstanca aggrarated by tha oppreulona of the 
Foujedar* of Cossimbaiar brought on a dispute between thh 
Nuwab and the English, which so injured the trade of the 
latter that their ships were obliged to leave Bengal without 
obtaming cargoes The Kuwab nevertheless, stated the aEalr 
In such a light to the emperor as much eiciied bis anger 
sgainst the English 

\VbUit the minds of each party wore thus exasperated 
there seemed to be no other remedy for the English than— 
either to relinquish the trade to Bengal entirely or by hav 
lug recourse to arms to effect by force what they could not 
obtain by entreaty 

The East India Company censured their agent in Bengal 
for hiTlog been too submlssWe to the despot , and directed 
the governor of Foit Sl Geotge to make strenuous application 
to the emperor for a firman, or order permit ilog the English 
to occupy one of the uninbabiicd Islands in the Ganges also 
to fotufy the port of Injelee on the western bank of that river 
that their agents In future might not be subjeaed to the Im 
potlUons of tbe Nuwab or bis Inferior officers. 

But as it was highly improbable that such a proposition 
J fw** IL k IK would bo acceded to the Company 
rz^ u« otialoeJ the sanojon of King James If 

I diaC*Bra«y u) lo reuIUte the injuries they had sustained 
A D tUi 6 and to reimburse bemseUcs for the lou 
of their privileges in Bengal by boiUliliei 
c^aioit the Nuwab ajad hU master the great Aurungiebc 


Military governor 
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To effect this object, an expedition was fitted out in 
England, consisting of ten ships of war, carrying from 
twelve to seventy guns each, under the command of 
'Vice-admiral Nicholson, and on board these ships was em- 
barked a regiment of sux hundred soldiers, which, on its 
arrival at Madras, was to be augmented, from that garrison, 
■to one thousand men. 

Admiral Nicholson was instructed, first to proceed to 
Balasore , and having brought away the Company's agents 
■from thence, he was then to continue his voyage to Chitta- 
gong, on the eastern side of the Bay of Bengal , and having 
taken possession of that port to fortify it m the best possible 
manner, for which purpose two hundred pieces, of cannon 
'ivere sent on board the fleet and in order to facilitate this 
enterprise, and to forward^ the future views of the Company, 
the admiral was directed to enter into a treaty of alliance 
with the Raja of Arracan, who, it-was supposed, would readily 
-co-operate with the English, from his animosity to the 
Moghul government, with whom he had been frequently 
engaged in war, and who had recently wrested from him that 
tpart of his dominions * 

The admiral was further instructed to enter into terms 
with the Hindoo Chiefs, or zemindars, in that neighbourhood; 
to establish a mint , to collect a revenue , and, in short, to 
Tender Chittagong a place of arms for the English on the 
eastern side of the Bay of Bengal, as Fort St George was 
on the western shore 

As soon as this object should be accomplished, the troops, 
^nd smallest vessels, were to proceed against Dacca , and, as 

was presumed, the Nuwab and his army would abandon 


* See the year 1665 of this/ Historyl 
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Uiit city peace woa then to be offerred to blm on the following’ 
conditions that he should cede the dtj and terrlloiy of 
Chittagong to the Compan/ and pajr the debts due to them 
bjr bis iab)eCU. That ha should allow the rupees coined at 
Chittagong to pass current In DengaJ and restore to the- 
Engliah all the privileges the/ were cnliUed to from the 
firmans of former emperors. That each paitjr should bear 
their respective losses and expenses In the war and that this 
treat/ should be ratified b/ the emperor and the president (of 
the English natioo) at Surat. 

But as U might be coiuktered ungenerous to make such 
on attack without some previous ooUce the admiral was fur 
nlshed with letters from the Company addressed to the Nuwab 
and to the emperor explalnlog the grievances the English had 
susuloed, bf the breach of the finnans under which the/ bad 
so long acted by the saboue of their property and by the 
repeated eziortlont made from their agents. 

This rpiriled if not rash* enterprise was defeated by the 
several unforeseen accidents the fleet was long dcuined 
by contrary winds it was dispersed during the voyage 
and Several of the sbipi Instead of proceeding to Chittagong 
enieied the neuem branch of the Ganges and anchored at 
HoOifly 

In the mean time the ^ladras government bad sent round 
400 soldiers tod bad directed Mr Cbainock to raise a- 
second company of Poruiguese infantry to be ofEccicd by the. 
Company s serronis. 

The aiiltal of meb a force In ibt Ganges Immediately 
xdckJ ih« luipicloni and fears of Sbjiu Khan. lie 
c3<fcd to compromise the difTerencei with the Engllib 
and to lubrolt the whole of their dlipute to arbitrators ip 
p04.[cJ on beth sides but lr» order to bo prepared against 
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any acts of hostility, he ordered a considerable body of 
troops to encamp in the vicinity of Hoogh These overtures 
and precautions were, however, rendered nugatory, and the 
intentions of the Company completely frustrated, by a petty 
affray between the troops of the opposite parties for, after 
Mr Charnock, the governor, had been fully informed of the 
company's designs, and aftet a considerable part of the 
fleet had arrived in the river, hostilities were brought 
on, in a premature manner, by the following unexpected 
circumstance 

On the 28th of October, three English soldiers quarrelled, 

in the market, with some of the Nuwab’s 

A D 1686 

troops, and were severely "beaten • a com- 
pany of soldiers were, in consequence, called out for their 
defence , afterwards a second company, and then the whole- 
of the English troops and as, upon the first alarm, the 
Nuwab’s forces, who were encamped outside the town, also 
joined their countrymen, a general action took place. Sixty 
of the Moghul troops were killed, and a considerable number 
of them wounded During the conflict. Admiral Nicholson 
opened a cannonade on the town, and burnt five hundred' 
houses, amongst which was the the Company’s factory, valued, 
with the goods therein, at 300,000/ , and a party of his seamen 
having landed, spiked all the guns in the batteries 

The Foujedar, much alarmed by these events, solicited a 
suspension of hostilities, which was granted, on condition of 
his giving assistance to convey the saltpetre, and other goods 
that might be saved' from the conflagration, on board the 
ships with this stipulation he immediately acquiesced , and, 
at a conference held-between him and Mr Charnock, agreed 
to restore to the English all their privileges of trade, until 
they could obtain a new firman from the emperor. 



346 


UUTOIT or BKXOAU 


[sect M 


It U probable that this set of condeiceiulon on the part 
of the Foajedar vas forced from him hy bit fean , or that bo 
sought mercljr to (<aln lime for at toon as the circumtuuces 
were made known to the Nuwxb Shaltu Khan, he directed 
the English factories at Patna Malda Dacca, and Cosilmbazar 
to be coohscated and ordered a verj considerable bod/ 
both of infantry and caralry to proceed immediatel/ to 
Hoogly and to expel the English from the coantr/ 

During this interval, the agent and council at Hoogly 
considering that they were likely to be overpowered if they 
remained In that situation, retired, on the aolh of December 
to ChaUanuUf ( part of the present CalcuOa ) as being a 
stronger and safer post where, being under the protection of 
their ships they might remain in security till maUert coold bo 
accoo^aodated with the Nuwab 

In (bli situation of the English ailalrs the Dutch and 
French took advantage of the dlpute particularly the former 
who haring cle\ea ships in the river obtained valuable invest 
meats of goods and re^esubluhcd their factories , which, In 
conicqueoce of the various oppreuions they bad sustained 
they had previously determined to abandon 

iVs that part of (be English shipping which had coave)ed 
the expedition to Oeogal required considerable repairs and 
as nuny spprehentiona were CDtcrtaineil for the safety of the 
remalDder of the Ucct on board of which was embarded the 
greater part ot the troops U was the opinion of both Admiral 
Vlcholwo, and the council of Hoogly that Instead of carrying 
ituo effect the Company s designs upon Cbltlagoog they 
mi*hl coosuior themselves extremely fonuoatc if they should 
be able to icitore maUcri to the tame fobilog they had been 
on, prcilcus to the liomroencemenl of hostilities and so 
sucOftly was i resident Cyflosd and the government of 
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Madras, persuaded of the untoward termination of the expedi- 
tion, that they sent a petition to the emperor, praying for 
^ forgiveness of what had passed, and soliciting a confirmation 
of their former firmans. 

In the end of December, three of the Nuwab's ministers 
came from Dacca to Hoogly, where, having been met by Mr 
Charnock and the members of his council, a preliminary 
treaty, ceding particular advantages to the English, was agreed 
upon but this measure seems to have been adopted by the 
Nuwab merely to give him an opportunity of assembling his 
troops , for early in the month of February, a numerous army, 
consisting principally of cavalry, arrived 

A D. 1687 

at Hooghly, with the avowed intention of 
driving the English out of the country 

As soon as Mr Charnock was informed of the circums- 
stance, he judged it imprudent to remain longer at Chuttanutty, 
and immediately commenced a retreat to Injelee On their 
route to that place the troops stormed and plundered the fort 
of Tanna ten miles below Chuttanutty, on the western bank of 
the river, and burned down several magazines of salt and 
-granaries of rice belonging to the Moghul subjects They 
also took several Moghul ships, which they found in the 
-river. ' 

Injelee is an island in the mouth of the river Ganges but 
■separated from the western bank only by a narrow stream the 
greater part of it is covered with long grass the habitation of 
tigers nor »does it produce a dro^ of good water. In this 
•spot, perhaps the unhealthiest of the whole province, Mr. 
Charnock pitched his camp, and erected batteries on the 
■most accessible parts of the island , whilst the ships, which 
he had caused to be anchored in the middle of the stream 
•completely commanded the passage of the river. 
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In thU sUuatioQ Abdol Sumud KJuui the Moghul general, 
>cr7 prudently alloTcd them to remain with IHUe moleiutlon 
veil convinced that thci pe^tilentUI air and bUcklsh voter of 
Injelee Mould prove to them a more formidable enemf than 
an/ force he could bring agaitut them. HU coojecturet were 
compictel/ verified for in three monthe more than half of 
the European iioopa died and the remainder Mere only fio 
rubjec (5 for an hoipItaJ 

At this critical period overturea of peace vere made- 
bjr the Isuvab and were jojfutl/ accepted by hfr 

. _ Chxnock and hU council boitUflics 

A O i&Jy 

ed and on the ifilh of August, a treaty 
DU signed by which the English were permitted to return to 
all their factorlea in dUlefem parts of the province the duty 
ol 3lper cent, was abrOc,ated and they were alloaed to 
erea magaaines and to construct docka for their shipping at 
Oluaberra a populous village situated on the western bank 
about eighty miles from the mouth of the river and twenty 
below Calcutta. The only stipulation made on the part of the 
Euwab was, that the English should restore the MogbuL 
veuels they bad taken and that their ships of var should not 
again approach Hoogly In order to account for this favour 
able chxDge in th^seoUmenta of the Nuwab Shaltta Khan 
U is requisite to state that, at the same period Admiral 
NicboUoa s fieet was fitted out in EogUnd for the attack on 
Cbots^cng orders bad heeo sent to the governor at 
Bombay to withdraw lbs Company s factories from Surat, 
and the tvher Moghul pons on the vestern side of Irwlli, 
and to cuiofoence huiiiliucs a^amsi the emperor Aurungxehe, 
d itc iBg ih* Engl iti eiulacrs to loUe upon all iho 
sEps and veijeli of the ^lughu( subjects wherever they 
boulj be found. 
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In compliance with these orders, Sir John Child and the 
principal factors, left Surat on the 25 th of April, and the 
•English cruizers having in a short time captured a number of 
the Moghul vessels, the emporor became solicitous for peace, 
and authorized the governor of Surat to depute an envoy to 
■Bombay, to learn on what terms it might be obtained. He 
also, sent orders to Shaista Khan, to compromise matters 
with the English in Bengal, and to permit them to re-occupy 
all their factories It was in consequence of these orders 
that Mr Charnock obtained such favourable and unexpected 
terms 

In virtue of treaty, Mr Charnock, not wishing to return to 
Hoogly without the ships of war, took possession of Oulaberea, 
and commenced making docks for careening the vessels but 
after a residence of three months, he took a dislike to the 
place, and obtained permission to return to Chuttanutty, 
where the factors and troops lived in huts, till proper habi- 
tations could be erected. 

When intelligence of the total failure of the expedition, and 
the disastrous consequences which ensued, reached England, 
the Company were much dissatisfied with the conduct of their 
servants abroad , and resolved, that unless a fortification, with 
a district round it, in Bengal, to be held as an indenpedent 
sovereignty, should be ceded to them by the emperor of 
Hindustan, with permission to coin money which should be 
current throughout all his dominions, they would no longer 
carry on any commerce with that country, but annoy him and 
his subjects by every means in their power 

To effect this determination, a reinforcement of a line-of- 
battleship and a frigate, on which were embarked one 
hundred and sixty soldiers, were despatched, under the 
command of Captain Heath, to Bengal, either to prosecute the 
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^ni wiih vigour or to bring away all tho Company t aervantf 
whb whatever property might bo saved from the general 
wreck and to land them at Madras. 

tn the mean lime, the emperor's clemency to the English 
in Bengal not having pot a stop to their boullltles on iho 
coast of Malabar the Nuwab found himself at Ilhcrtj to rccom 
mence his oppressions on the agents of the Company He 
ordered them to return and settle at Hoogly and not to 
build, with either stone or brick, at Chutlanaity He also 
granted tree permission to his troops to plunder all their 
property and demanded from Mr Cbamock a large snm of 
money as a recompense for tho damage his country had 
sustained by the late hostillilet The agent, being neither la 
a condition to oppose him by arms nor to appease him 
alth money sent tao members of bis council to Dacca, to 
try If he might be softened by submission They were 
directed ;o represent to him that the objea of seitUng at 
Chutlanutty was to avoid the frequent disputes which had 
arjicn from the factory beuing situated in the town of 
HoOfthly and ihrl the part of the rher oppo^ifto the 
town alloteJ for the English vessels \raj choked up with 
sand so as to le unfit for the purpose They therefore 
rc lucitcd permission to remain at Chulianuttv and to he 
alloQcl to purchajc from the zemindar ground suiEcieni 
(i-r ihc r (ac.or> 

‘lucb MTjs the state cf affalrr In the month of October 
^ p when Captain Heath armed with hli 

rcioforceroenis hut being a person of a 
stf> waim-d ositiuji he nai enraged at tho duplicity of the 
ujib ird. n uuh tandin the rcmonstrancei of ilr 
C^ilncc^ Lc rcul <4 rcLumraenco tho war 
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To effect this measure, he ordered all the Company's 
servants to embark, with their moveable property, on board 
the fleet, at Chuttanutty , and. on the 8th of November, set 
sail for Ballasore On his arrival in the roads, the governor 
of the town offerred to enter into terms withjhim, on the part 
of the Nuwab , but his proposition having been reject- 
ed, he seized two of the Company’s factors, who resided 
there, and retained them as hostages against any acts- 
of violence , notwithstanding which, and that the two 
English deputies were still at Dacca, as well as two 
other factors in different parts of the country. Captain 
Heath landed with a party of soldiers and seamen on the 
29th of November, attacked and took a 
A D. 168S redoubt of thirty guns, and plundered the 

town of Ballasore The English factory, on this occasion, 
was burned by the governor , and the Company s servants, 
who had been previously taken prisoners, were carried 
up the country, where all subsequent efforts for their 
release were unavailing This outrage was unfortunately 
committed on the very day that governor of Ballasore 
received a copy of the treaty which the Nuwab had made 
with the two deputies at Dacca, by which it was stipu- 
lated, that the English ships should co-operate with the 
Moghul army, in an attack upon the dominions of the king 
of Arracan 

After the troops and seamen had glutted themselves with 
the plunder of Ballasore, Captain Heath 

A. D 1689 

December, for Chittagong, where they arrived on the 17th 
of the month of January , but finding the works and garri- 
son much stronger than they expected, a council of war 
was assembled, in which it was agreed to delay proceeding 
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10 further honJIlies, and again to urritc to the \iiuab at 
Dacca ttating their gnQ\*ance» and demand* and to await 
hU aruwer whether be would redresi them or cocnpel them 
to mabe uie of the power then in thlor hand*. 

Captain Heath however instead of waiting for the 
Nuwabs answer or endeavouring to seise on Cblitagong 
proceeded with the fleet to the entrance of the river which 
leads to th'* ci'T of Airacan where ho arrived on the 31st of 
January and according to the instructions received from 
Uie Company sent proposals to the king offering to co« 
operate with bim against the 'Moghuls provided he would 
grant the English a settlement in hU dominion* Hut nearly 
a fortnight having elapsed without his receiving an answer 
and not being of a temper to btook the procriiiinMloQ of 
an lodun administration he as suddenly < u disgust 
against this new ally and on the 13th of Febru r) ulihout 
waiuog for the result of bis proposals, tailed anav iriih the 
whole Oeet consi itng of fifteen ship* (having the Bengal 
governor and council with the Compan) 1 elTcft on boardO 
and arrived at ^[adras on the 4th of Manh uhcre he 
apoIOjjUed to the governor of Fort St, Gcorr<? for hli con 
duct b> la) nil, tlut nothing but falsehoods had been told 
00 cither side 

As the r Itah had completely set at leUmce the 
juihorit) f the emperor Vurungzebc bj f uiif^mg both 
Bombay and 'M i Iras and by extending their territories in 
ihc ticuuty of these place* and had also captured a number 
cf bit sh ps jn I had even ct^icrcd into an alliance wUli his 
moil nvetcrate cnem) the >ra!tralta Chief banihs^ce it 
taacoi bu Jc uic I surprising that the haughty mind cf (bat 
moiuriJi uii mu h incensed against them he m con 
j'^iucnce iiiu d rJer* to Ills commaodc;* to cxiirpale the 
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English from his dominions , and to seize or destroy all 
their property, wherever it might be found. It was in 
obedience to these orders, that the factory at Masulipatam 
was seized by the governor ot that district , and that the 
warehouses of Vizagapatam were plundered, and all the 
English gentlemen put to ‘death. 

The Nuwab Shaista Khan, was also under the necessity 
of complying with the emperor's orders, so far as to seques- 
ter the whole of the English property m Bengal, and to 
place the Company’s agents at Dacca in irons. Other 
authorities, however, lead us to suppose, that it was not 
Shaista Khan, but the person who officiated ' as governor 
after his departure, named Behadur Khan, that committed 
this act of severity 

We are not informed of the precise time, but it was 
about this period that the Nuwab Shaista Khan, being far 
advanced ' in years, and anxious to return to his native 
country, obtained permission to resign the government of 
Bengal Notwithstanding his harsh conduct to Europea,ns, 
his memory is to this day spoken of with the highest respect 
m that province It is related, that, during his government, 
grain was so cheap that rice was sold at the rate of. 740lbs 
weight for the rupee to commemorate which event, as he 
was leaving Dacca, he ordered the western gate, through 
which he departed, to be built up, and an inscription to 
be placed thereon, interdicting any future governor from 
opening it, till he had reduced the price of grain to the 
same rate , in consequenccyof which injunction, the gate 
remained closed till the government of the Nuwab Serferaz 
Khan, as will hereafter be related, 

\ 

Several of the public buildings erected by Shaista Khan 
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ire >et to Im teen at Dacca , which city u ttiU called by the- 
Mohiounedant, Jehingtrnagor 

ShaitU Khan died at Agra In the year of the Hejira i to5 
much regretted by the emperor and a numerous drcle oF 
fneodt. 


NUWAB IBRAHIM KH/iN 

Ibrahim Khan appointed to lha government — Hi> ch-»racler^ 
Invttei the Englxah to relunt to Bengal^Mr Chatnock and council 
omie at Chuitanutty and are gradouily received— The Nuwab 
forwards the the empcror’i pasapon for the English to trade duly 
free^The EngUib itUl dittadsSed-^Soobha SiDg remindar rebels 
— Jom<d by the Afghan Chief Rchis Khan-*The rebel army 
advance to Burdwaa*— OefeaX and kill the Raja*»The circumstance 
rq>ertrd lo the governor who orders Nur AUah heujedar of 
Jessoce to punuh the rebeb— The hou}<dar shuta hlouclf up in 
Hoogl)~The rebcU Lay setrge lo and take that town— The 
Dutch French and Engl sh obtain permiuion to frrtify ihcir 
(actone>-*The Dutch governor of Chmiura asdsis the royafiuo 
to retake Hocgl)~*lb« lebels rcUrat to Saaigong— Part of the 
rebel forces advance to Nuddrab— Anecdote of the daughter of 
the Raia of BurdwaT'—KiUe (he rebel Chief- Rehim Khan chosen 
GrrtraUiiuno of the rebelv— Pusillanimous conduct of the governor 
— Siamu Mun, a J*fie/dar opposes the rebels— Engages Refum 
Khan n single coeUeit— If killed— The rcbeli lake and plunder 
Mtkhvoosabad— The emperor appoints bs grand^n Aarecm 
Ooshao govetfuir of the three provmcet but direct Ibrahim Khan 
to serd a f ice uider his son Zubberduu Khan against the rebel* 
—The I yalarmy tno>c» from Dacca— The icbrli take peu at 
Dgg»ar^tJa— Zubbeiduit KKan detaches hts cavalf) who surprise 
the uU t at lU roisl-ci |^ve them a compute dr fral— Attacks 
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and defeats the rebels at BoRwangola— Retakes the town of 
Rlukhsoosabad — Advances to Burdwan, and compels the rebels to 
seek their safety in flight — Superseded by the prince Aazeem 
Ooshan. 


Upon the final resignation of Shaista Khan, the emperor 
^ selected, for the government of Bengal, 

Ibrahim Khan, son of the celebrated 
Persian nobleman, Aly Murdan Khan, who delivered up the 
fortress of Candehar to the emperor Shah Jehan This 
Chief was, m character, the very reverse of his father ; he 
administered justice with strict impartiality, and encouraged 
agriculture and commerce , but was totally deficient of all 
mihtarv abilities -' 

ai, 

~ The first act of authority, after assuming the government, 

was one most congenial to his feelings, 
July, ' 

A D 1690 VIZ the liberation of the Company's 
agents who were confined at Dacca ; for 
as we have seen, in the preceding chapter, that the English, 
in consequence of the oppression they had sustained from 
the Nuwab Shaista Khan, had entirely abandoned Bengal, 
It now also became a pleasing part of his duty to conciliate 
and recall the merchants of that nation 


h 


It has been before stated, that the emperor, being highly 
incensed against the English, had commanded them to be 
expelled from every part of his dominions but as Aurung- 
zebe ever made his passions subservient to policy, and was 
sensible that he derived a considerable aid to his revenue 
by the commerce earned on by the English ; also, that their 
ships of war could much annoy his subjects, and prevent all 
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iotcrcounc between bu domin]oD« and Anbia, thereby 
patting a ttop to the pilgrims visiting 
A. D 1690. — impressed with these ideas, he 

in the month of January whilst encaraped at Vlxlapore In 
the Dekban aathorlied his ministers to form a treaty with 
Messrs. Weldon and Navarro, two English comrousioneis 
who bad been sent from Bombay by Sir John Child the 
Director general of the Company s settlements, to solicit 
peace , and upon the appointment of Ibrahim Khan to the 
government of Bengal, the emperor instructed him* to 
invite the Engluh to return to that pronnee 

In consequence of this permission the Npvrab wrote 
letters, addressed to Mr Chamock at Madras, inviting him 
to return and rc-cstabhib all the Company s factories t with 
an auurance of a penect oblivion of every thing which bad. 
passed and that the Eogllsb should bo placed on a footing 
with the most favoured foreign nation but Mt Cbarnocll^ 
and ills council were aware, from the deceptions which had 
been before pracUted that admitting the Nuorab to bo sincere 
m fall oflers, they should suif bo esposed to the vexatious 
demands of the inferior officers and to the avarice and 
oppressions of his luccesson and being also displeased at 
the hunnllallng hrmao which hod lately been issued for 
Sural 1 they therefore replied that they could not accede 
to Uic proposition unless the emperor would grant to the 
Company a j/r i/e jirmcm for Bengal stating the precise 
leinu upon uhleh the) were in future to carry on ihcir 
tiidc 

A icCooJ I tier uai written b) the Nuvjab to Mr 
Cham cl inLjtrnin., hlin that he bad made on application 

face \ppco 'it 


f Ibid. 
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to the emperor for the desired firman ; but that as several 
months must elapse before it could be procured, he might, - 
in the meantime, return, and be assured of his friendship 
and protection In consequence of this invitation, Mr. 
Charnock, with his council and factors, attended by an 
escort of thirty soldiers, returned, on the 24th of the month 
of August, to Chuttanutty , here, in obedience to the 
Nuwab’s orders, addressed to Meer Aly Akbar, the governor 
of Hoogly, they were received with muih civility. 

The next year, the Nuwab forwarded to Mr. Charnock, 
according to his promise, a hush al hookum 

A. D 1691 

or order, from the emperor Aurungzebe, 
authorizing the English to trade to Bengal without paying any 
other duty than an annual present of 3000 rupees * However 
advantageous, this licence may be considered in a pecuniary 
light, It fell far short of the expectation of the Company’s 
agents, who were still left exposed to the oppressions of the 
Nuwab or his inferior officers, and had no security for their 


personal safety It was therefore their opinion, that, unless a 
fortification could be procured, with a district round itj per- 
fectly exempted from the jurisdiction of the Nuwab, the j 
commerce of the Company could never prosper they, for 
these reasons, only established a factory at Chuttanutty , and 
sent agents to make purchases in different parts of the country. 

The year of the Hejira 1104 was marked by an extra- 
ordinary circumstance The Grand Signior. 

A D 1692. ^ ^ 6 . 

having been informed that the Europeans 

procured great quantities of one of the ingredients for making 

gunpowder from India, wrote to Aurungzebe, to desire he 


would no longer permit his subjects to dispose of that article 


* See Appendix. 
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to ChriUionf, !■ tt freqaend/ lued bj thorn ia the dutruc 
lion of the foUowcTi of Motummed that therefore, whoever 
mpphed them wu accessory to the death of tho true bellevert. 
In cooseqaeoce of this reqaest, the priodpal source of the 
East India Company s commercial advantages was for some 
time ctU off bjr a strict Io|unctioQ to the governor of Bengal 
not to allow them to purchase or manofacture anjr more 
sallpetre 

Three jeart after this event the commander of a large 
ship belonging to the interlopers or per 

A. D 169s 

sons not licensed to trade to India arriving 
10 the Indian seas, commenced that sjruem of plracjr which 
was afterwards canled to such a height, under the celebrated 
Capaln K}d and bis assoaatet. This person icixed two of 
the Moghul ships, which were going to Judda and Mocha 
with pilgrims. So gross an Insult drew down upon the agents 
of the Dutch French and Englivb niiioni the vengeance of 
the Moghul goveniraeot tbeir factories were all laid under 
sequestration and a slop put to their trade In Bengal alone 
owing to the detnenej of the governor Ibrahim Kban the 
Eoglisb agents were allowed their personal freedom and 
permiued to carry on tbclr commercial proceedings in a 
seaci manner • 

Such was the state of intercourse between the English and 
the Moghul government, when an inciJeni occurred which 
enabled the former to obtain without anjr remuneration 

In January 169/ Sir Chamock died and was succeed 
cd hy Ir fJhi bm Bengal was jgain. by the Company s 
c ders. made flu'jiencim to Madras. Mr Cbamows tomb 
it itlll to be in good order tn the Calcuiu church) ard 
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'that object which neither bribes nor entrerties could before 
(procure. 

In the year 1107 of the Hejira, a Hindoo zemindar of 
Bengal, named Soobha Smg, who posses- 
A. D, i6p5 6 , villages of Jetwa and Burdeh, m 

the district Burdwan, being dissatisfied with the Raja of 
"that place, invited Rehim Khan, an Afghan Chief, who was 
then considered as the head of that clan remaining in Orissa, 
to join nim in overturning the government. Having imited 
their forces, they advanced to Burdwan, and, in a pitched 
'battle, slew the Raja Kishen Ram , and. with the exception 
of his son, seized his family and all his property. 

This success inspired the rebels with great hopes, and 

r 

'induced a numbei of soldiers of fortune, and other vagabonds, 
to flock to their standard 

Juggut Rai, the son of Raja, having effected his escape to 
Dacca, laid his complaints before the governor, who not 
-considering the matter of much importance, contented him- 
self with ordering Nur Allah, the Foujedar or military com- 
mander of Jessore, to punish the insurgents. But that officer, 
who instead of attending to his own business, had long 
employed himself in commerce and in amassing wealth, and 
possessed nothmg of the military character but the name, 
having, after much loss of time, collected a . few of the 3000 
horse of ^which he was the commandant, marched from 
Jessore, and crossed the river ; but on the approach of the 
rebels, he shut himself up in the fort of Hoogly, and implored 
assistance from the governor of the Dutch settlement of 
Chinsura The rebels convinced by this pusillanimous 
conduct that they had little to tear from the merchant soldier, 
advanced boldly, and laid siege to Hoogly they carried on 
their attacks with such vigour,^ that the Foujedar became, 
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oiTer of ucn£c}Dg her to bts IiuU The time was oov 
armed when be thought he might gratUy bli vile, pasiion 
u>Ui iraptmUy be tecretijr entered her apartment, and 
endeavoured to obtain bj force what he could not elTea by 
daueiy and entreaty but when be folded her in big anni 
the girl drew from her clotbea a abarp knife, which she had 
concealed for ibe purpoae, and aUbbed him In the bdlyt abe 
Jicn turned the weapon against bergelf and, with mistaken 
heroism, but high sense of honour pierced her own heart 
The wretch lived but a few hours and was succeeded in his 
estate and power by bis brother Hlmmut Sing who exerted 
hjmself to the utmost in ravaging and plundering all Ihoie 
persons of opulence who would not join In the rebellion 

When intelligence of the de^b of Soobha Slog reached 
the rebel armf they uiunimously choie the Afghan Chief to 
be their leader and be In order to give dignity to the autloa 
assumed the royal title of Rehlm Shah B> this time all 
the country on the we^t side of the river, Irom Rajemabel to 
Midospore was in poiseision of the rebels, noy measures 
had }et been adopted to check their progress. 

Day after day news vraa brought to the governor of the 
alarming progreis and increase of the rebels but be as if 
infatuated replied to the remonstrances of bis son and 
couniellors, “that a civil war was a dreadful evU, In which the 
H ci of Cod I creaiurci v»ere wantonly expended that the 
rcbelt, let alone would abortly disperse of ihcmselveg and 
the only consequence would be the loss of a imall ponion 
of bii majesty • revenue 

Uftu the governor v»auIJ not attempt had nearly been 
c.fecieJ by ih* dc peraic hand of an Individual 

Hehim Stub cunilnueJ bii progress through the country 
everywhere piunJcrning or compelling the people to Join him 
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Upon his arrival m the district of Mukhsoosabad, he summond 
Niamut Khan, an officer who held a ]agier or royal grants of 
lands, on which he', with his dependahts, resided, to join 
his standard. Niamut replied, “ that being an officer in 
the imperial service, and a loyal subject, it was contrary 
both to his duty and inclination to espouse such a 
cause ” The rebel Chief incensed at this , reply, ordered a 
party to seize Niamut , but the frjends and dependants 
of the latter, having by this time assembled m his defence 
it was not so easily effected Rehim Shah was there- 
fore under the necessity of heading a body of his Afghan 
cavalry to effect his purpose. When he arrived at the estate 
of Niamut he found a small, but united, band drawn up to 
receive him as the combats in India were, even at that late 
period more frequently decided by duels between the Chiefs 
or champions, of the contending armies, than by a general 
engagement Tehuver Khan, a nephew of Niamut’s, well mounted 
and armed, advanced into the plain, and challenged any of the 
Afghans to meet him No single warrior daring to advance,' 
a party of Afghans at once rushed forward, and before his 
friends could go to his assistance, cut the youth to pieces On 
hearing of this event, Niamut Khan, although only , dressed m 
single vest of fine muslin, without waiting to put on his 
helmet or armour, seized his sword, and vaulting on his horse 
which stood ready saddled, rushed into the field His attention 
was soon attracted by the standard of Rehim Shah , he advanced 
towards him and the Afghans receded to the right and left 
Niamut saw his enemy and boldly spurring on his horse, 
struck the rebel Chief on the head Dreadful must have been 

his sensations, when he saw the blade of his sword shivered 

/ 

by the impenetrable helmet of the Chief and his opponent still 

( 

unmoved from his seat. Rage now strengthened hi r a 
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aswmed the dignity and itjrle of a princo. When iofonned 
ot the approach oi the Imperial troopi Iron Dacca, he 
encamped bis army on the banks of the river tn the vicinJtj 
of Bogwangala, resolving to risk his fate in a pllcbeU battle 
But during the time that Zubberdost Khan was advancing 
bj short marches wtib bis cavalry artillery and Infantry he 
detached the greater part of his cavalry to beat up the quarters 
of the rebels who were in possession of Rtjemabel and Malda« 
This service was ably performed the 

Zobhcnlut KSao j » t> j l » 

6 *leu tUr*b«U rebels were defeated at Rajemabel an 

A. D 1697 Afghan Chief named Ghyrel Khan was 

killed and the greater part of their plunder retaken. That 
which belonging to the Dutch and English was m>claJmed by 
the agents of theie nations but the Moghul commander 
refused to restore it without the orders of the gov'emor 

/ubberdust Khan having anired within a few miles of 
the rebel camp landed bis Infantry and guns from the fleet 
and, after reconnoitring the position of the enemy ordered 
his war boats to harass them from the rhrtr while he 
attacked them by land The first day was spent in a 
cannonade dnring which the guns of the Imperial army 
being served by the Portuguese In the royal service dismount 
cd moat of those of the enemy and silenced the ledoubls 
whkh ht had thrown up along hii front. The next morning 
both armies bsleg drawn out in the battle array the attack 
was commenced by the imperial Infantry, but in a short 
time the engagement became general, and continued for 
several hours. At length the rebels were overcome sruh 
compelled to retreat, leaving their camp to be plundered by 
the mjallitf 

Zubbcrdoit Khan encamped night on the field of 
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battle, and employed his infantry m burying the dead, and 
assisting the wounded of both parties. 

The following day was employed in writing to all tht> 
zemindars and jagierdars, announcing to 
A D 7 victory gained by hismajesU's 

' * ^ ’ troops, commanding them to cut off all 
communication wjth the rebels, and to prevent their receiving 
any supplies of provisions. The good effect of these orders, 
and of the victory, were immediately apparent ; many of the 
zemindars in the vicinity of the field of battle hastened to 
the royal camp, and offered to join the army with their 
quotas of troops 

Zubberdust Khan, having made all ^the requisite arrange- 
ments, marched to the neighbourhood of Mukhsoosabad, and 
encamped on an extensive plain, to the eastward of the town, 
intending to attack the rebels next morning , but during the 
night Rehim Shah crossed the river, and took the route of 
Burdwan. The imperialists followed him to Burdwan , and 
having driven him thence, pursued him from place to place 
We must now take leave, for a short time, of Zubberdust 
Khan, to detail the operations of the prince Azeem Ooshan. 
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ir 

Too prince Azeem Ooitun appointed to the govemmeoi 
of the three provlncea — Marchea from the Dekkan to AlUh 
bad — Orden the govcroor ofOude and zemindari of Benarai 
and Behar to join him — Arrives at Patna — Commands Zub- 
berdost Khan not to risk another engagement with the rebels 
till be should join him — Zubberdust Kl^ cantons Ids army at 
Burdwan— The prince stops at Aloogler — Advances to Burd 
wan — A^roiui Zubberdust Khan bj the coolness of his recep* 
Uon — general quits the army in djsgust — ^Tbe rebels re 
assemble and encamp in the vicinity of Burdwan — The Dutch 
and English send agents to the prince to sollct further 
cztensk)n of their privileges — ^The pnnes makes amicable 
overmtes to the rebels, who agree to submit, provided 
Khuaie Anvur the princes minister Is sent to assure them 
of safeir— The rebels murder the Khuaie and attack the 
rov*aI camp but ore defeated and tbeif ^hlef Rehlm Shah 
tilled after vhidi the others submit— The prince establishes 
bis residence in Qurdvan— Det'Otet bis attsniion to the 
stfairs of the province— Builds a mosque In Bordwan and a 
new bazar In Hoogly— Regulates the customs of the port 
— Anecdote of a celebrated DerveUb — The prince Interferes 
between the koujeder of Hoogly and iho English respecting 
ibe appoiotmeru of a Cozy or Alobammcdan juogc, to 
Calcutta — The prince proceeds to Dacca— W ishes to make 
a monopoly of the foreign trade — beverely reprimanded by 
the emperor — The king of England send# on omba^rodor tu 
the court of Vurunntebe— The ambaksador lands at Masuli 
pz-am but afccr«ards proceeds to Sura^ and lands there — 
bcij out for the ilOobul camp — Oouini an audience of the 
empttof— Gficiouny received and orders ikiucJ for pre 
paring the Urmaiu— ImclUcenco iccehcd that an Juiglirh 
pita.c had taken three ol the Alogbul ships— The ambassador 
required u» fli c sccuruy ag^aioar slraJ or a^gre slont — Kefurei 
— fha n ^ ^ ion hro co oT— The ambassador juits the 
Io»Bul comp— sails jrom barai— Dies — The emperor 

inccQveJ rt tua Eoglisb orders all the Euro(ieans In hit 
'am nxu to U com oed— Origin and rise of Moorsbud 
cooly Ja.a r Khan— \ppOiOtcd Dc an of Bengal— Dezciipuon 
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of ’the offi,ces of Nazim < and., of Dewan — Moorshud 
Oooly enters ^ with assiduity upon his employment-^ 
Dissentions between him and the prince— The latter accused 
of attempting to assassinate th^ Dewan — The Dewan removes 
his residence to Mukhsoodabad — The emperor^ displeased 
with the prince, orders him to qmt Bepgal, and to reside m 
Behar — ^The prince proceeds to Rajemahel, and afterwards 
to Patna, where he establishes his residence, and gives his 
own name to that city — In consequence of the emperor’s 
orders, the English at Patna jand Ra3emahel are confined — 
The inhabitants of Calcutta threatened — The Dewan demands 
the original firmans — The English, having lost theirs, are 
obliged to bribe the secretary — Benevolent conduct of the 
prince — The Dewan proceeds to court — GraC|iously received 
by the emperor — Re-appointed Dewan of the three provinces, 
and deputy of the prince in Bengal and Orissa— State of the 
English affairs in Bengal — Azeem Ooshan re-called to court 
— Death of the emperor Aurungzebe — •'Aazim Shah, the 
second son, mounts the throne, and marches towards Dehly 
— The prince Azeem Ooshan arrives at Agra — Receives 
intelligence of the emperor’s death — Endeavours to seize Agra 
for his father — Disappointed in getting the fort, but secures 
the district — Seizes the Bengal revenue — Levies an army — • 
Meeting between him and his father, Shah Aalum — The 
Governors delivers up the fort of Agra to the latter, who 
soon after marches to meet Aazim Shah — Battle between th^ 
brothers — Aazim Shah, and both his sons, killed — Shah Aalum 
takes the title of Behadur Shah — Appoints his son, Azeem 
Ooshan, governor of the four provinces, of Allahabad, Behar, 
Bengal and, Orissa , but orders him to retain Moorshud Cooly 
Khan as his deputy in the two latter provinces — The prince 
continues to reside at court, but appoints Syed Abdullah 
Khan to be his deputy in Allahabad, and Syed Hussein Aly 
Khan to be his deputy in Behar — Behadur Shah dies — rcontest 
, oetween his four sons for the empire — Azeem Ooshan is killed 
and Jehandar Shah succeeds to the throne. 


\ 
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It has been before slated that vhen tho emperor Aorung 
zebe, in the /ear cipS heard] of the InsurrecUon In Bengal* 
he immediate!/ appointed hU grandson 
Aaeem Ooahan second son of Behador 
Shah to the government of that province. 
A. D 169^, prince mai, at thea'pcrlod of his 


> ztcaa Oo»haa 
cud« fOTcnwr 


appointment In the rojal [camp then In the Bekhan , and as- 
soon as he received the Investlnire of bU office marched with 
a selea corps of is 000 cavalr/ tovaids Allahabad betas 
that prince will make a conspicuous figure In the sequel of 
this hittor/ it It presumed that the following short account, 
given of him and of the fpollcy of Auningrebe b/ an eje 
witness of the eTcnts, will not be deemed ImpertinenL 

Aaecm Ooibln the second son of Behador Shah was 
a siaieiman of wloolag manners. <1 Aulumgeer (the emperor 
Aurungxebe ) bad alwajrs pursued the pollc/ of encouraging 
bis grandsons, and emplo/lng them In public ailalra , for as 
his sons were ambitious of great power and at the head of 
armies, be thus prudent!/' co&uolled them b/ opposing to 
ibtm rivals In their own families as Bedar Bukhl to Axeem 
Shah , and Axeem Ooihan'ito Shah Aalum Behadur Shah 
To Axeem Ooshan be bad given the advantageous government 
of the three provinces of Bengal Behar and Orissa. * 

Upon the prince s j anival'^ai|Allahabad, be tent orders to 
the governor of Oude Immedutel/ to join him with all his 
forces he also Issued his commands to all the xemindars in 
that neighbourhood and to 'thote of Benares and Behar to 
]oin hit tamp as soon laa bo should enter their respective 
tcinu}rlet, on his route to Bengal. 


* Vide Memo! IS of the Moghul kjsplie b/ Kiadut Khan, 
.s; ifj Mu rx c/tht naUa \ol u 
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When the prince arrived at Patna, he heard of the success 
of ' Zubberdust Khan ; and fearing that so active an. officer 
would gather all the laurels before his arrival at the scene of 
action, and leave him nothing by which he might gam credit 
with the emperor, he sent positive com- 
A. 1^1697 mands to the general not to risk another 
engagement until, he should join nim with 

his victorious army Zubberdust Khan saw clearly the object 
of this order, and was much hurt at having his hands thus 
tied up , but as the rainy season was just setting in, he 
cantoned his army in the vicinity of Burdwan, and waited 
patiently the arrival of the prince, who also cantoned his army 
at Mongier and did not advance to Burdwan-till the end of 
the year Upon the approach of the prince, Zubberdust Khan 
advanced several miles, to meet, and to pay his respects to, 
the grandson and representative of the emperor : but so cool 
and distant was the reception he met with from his highness, 
that he resolved immediately to quit the army, and to proceed 
with his father, the deposed governor, to court 

Having delivered over the command of the troops, he 
made known his request to his royal highness , who, 
jealous of the fame that Zubberdust Khan had so justly 
acquired, was graciously pleased to comply 
A D 1698, wishes , although, by so doing, he 

greatly reduced the strength of his own army ; as nearly 8000 
of the best troops were the dependants or followers, of the 
general and his father, and went away with him. 

The departure of Zubberdust Khan was a subject of great 
joy and exultation to the rebels , they dreaded the activity and 
courage of that officer , and hoped to gain some advantage 
I from the want of experience and local knowledge of the prince 
Rehim Shan jmmediately sent durections to all his followers ; 
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whOi ia ordtr to conceal UiemAclTcs, bad dlijraracd 
In Tirlotu parts of tho cooaUjr to join him on a cerulo 
di7 

Thuswbilotho princo was amaung hlmu^U at Burdwao 
end receiving the cODgratolatlons of the zemindars and 
prlnapal men oi the province the rebels again collected In 
great force and had the audacity not onl/ to plunder the 
districts of Moddeah and HoogI/, bat to encamp within a few 
foEts oi Burdwao. 

l>uring the lime the prince was at Burdwan the Dutch Chief 
pi Cblnsura aent an agent to the camp who repreteoted that 
while bis nation paid a dot/ of^l per cent on all their 
commerce the English oolj paid the peu/ sum of 3000 rupees 
per annum and therefore solicited that the Dutch might be 
put on the same footing 

As it was notorious that the prince was of a ver/ Indolent 
dUposiUoo, and would not giro blmtelf much trouble to 
aicctiain the original cause of such a distinction and that ho 
bad come Into the province for the espresi purpose of amais> 
Ing s fortune In consequence of which no buslncia could be 
transacted wlthool a bribe and that the judicious application of 
monej might procure an/ favour, the Eagliih alto deputed 
as their envo/ one of the most intelligent of the Companj s 
servants, a bfr Walsh, not onl/to oppose the Intrigues of 
the Dutch, but to procure from bis bigbnesi a grant of the 
villages of Cbuttanuu/ Goblndporo and Calicotta also to 
JcminJ reitUuuon of iho Company 1 property which was 
taken from the rebels at Rajeouhel, and detained by the 
MOfcbuI (canal t he was funher aunborlzed to solicit a 
coounasrigaol the Enjllih prlvllegei, by the prince s special 
Nithan or Older lor freedom of trade without the payment of 
any d m lt s . 
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Mr. Walsh arrived m the prince's camp, at Burdwan, in' 
January, but owing to the interruption ob 

A. D. 169S. business by the war against the rebels, and 

various other procrastinations, he did not effect the ob)ect of 

his mission till the month of July, when, at 
Tha English obtain , , , , , j ui 

further privileges, length, by the payment of a considerable 

A D, 1698 nioney, the prince's order for the 

purchase of the lands \sas forwarded to Chuttanutty , but on 
being shewn to the zemindars of the three villages, the) refused' 
to make over the lands, as the order was not countersigned 
by the king’s Dewan. This circumstance caused a further 
delay , and it was the end of the year before the business 
was settled to the satisfaction of the English nor did they 
receive the prince’s order for freedom of trade till the month 
of January 1700.* 

From this digression we return to the account of the war, 
as given by the native historians. 

When Azeem Ooshan was informed of the proceedings of 
the rebels, instead of attacking them with vigour, he had the 
weakness to send a letter to Rehim Shah, admonishing him 
to return to his duty , with a promise of forgiveness, and of 
being taken into the royal favour if he complied The 
rebel received the letter with hypocritical marks of respect , 
and returned a verbal message, “that if the prince would send 
to him Khuaye Anvur, his chief counsellor, with assurances 

' It was during this period that the great contest between 
the two English Companies took place in Bengal. The prince 
could not understand the subject, but took bribes from both 
parties . from the old Company he got 16,000 rupees , and 
from the new, 14,000 

t 
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of cafetj, bo voold come xnd pay bii devoir* to bl* rc^ 
hisbnets. ’f 

Tbe prince, wboie dlrpotlUoo vru open and sincere ^ve 
bis enemf credit for an e^nal degree of candour and 
ordered KbtujeAnvur to proceed earl/ ibe next morning to 
tbe Afghan camp and brlogthe rebel Chief to his presence. 
Tbe Khuaje reposing tbe same conddence as the prince did 
fa tbe asruraace of Rcbica Sbab advanced vrith a tmall 
part/ of attendants, to the boundarlea of his camp and sent 
a tnessage that he wax there read/ to give him tbe required 
assnrancei of safety and to condna him to tbe pretence of 
the prince 

Wbeiher Rebim Sbsh had changed his mind during the 
night, or wished to be more bight/ honoured in the fight of 
followers, be laslsted that the ICboaje should come to hJs 
tent , and there. In tbe presence of vIlDesses, repeat tbe 
prince s inrltatioa and assorancef of sa/et/ But tbe Khuaje 
suspecting some ireacbeiy declined going into tbe camp and 
altsmpLed to return home. He was pursued b/ a part/ of 


t CoTcmar £/re in hli letter dated Januar/ 6 1698 
states, *“11 tras reported that the prince sect tbe rebel Chief 
a pair of shackles and a sword, desiring him to take his 
choice that tbe rebel look tbe sword but sent a polite 
nictuge to (be prince pointing out to him tbe great age of 
lbs emperor tbe contentions that must ensue upon bli death 
ami the favourable opponuaU/ that was now presented to 
bis highness, of securing for bimseif tbe rich province of 
B<a*al, b/ ukbg into his favour and service the Afghans 
whose fricodiblp be would find not less scrriccible ibia ibelr 
cnmii/ mould prove fonnltlablc. Aar/ /nJu JffcarJr, Vob xix 
page a5j. 
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Afghans ; and after defending himself to the last extremity, he 
and all his attendants were cut to pieces. 

After this atrocious act of villainy, Rehim Shah, convinced 
that he had nothing to expect from the clemency of the prince, 
ordered to mount, and to make sudden and vigorous attack 
on the royal camp. 

The movement was executed with such rapidity, that 
Azeem Ooshan had barely time to mount his elephant 
before he was surrounded by a party of the Afghans, head- 
ed by their Chief, Rehim Shah , and would certainly 
have been taken prisoner, had not a brave Arab officer, named 
Hamid Khan, called out, that he was the prince, and chal- 
lenged the Afghan to single combat , at the same moment 
discharging an arrow, which penetrated the rebel's side : a 
second arrow from his hand, wounded his antagonist’s horse 


Rehim Shah slam 
in battle 
A D 1698 

of his lance 


in the head, who thereon reared up, and 
threw his rider on the ground the Arab 
instantly dismounted, and having cut off 
Rehim Shah’s head, held it upon the point 


The Afghans, seeing the catastrophe of their Chief, were 
struck with panic, and fled on all sides After which they 
offerred to submit to the prince, provided he would take them 


into his service , which being agreed to, a general amnesty 
was passed and peace restored to the harassed province. 


After this unexpected victory, the prince proceeded to the 
tomb of Shah Ibrahim Sukka,* m the vicinity of Burdwan ; 
and having returned thanks to the Almighty for his success. 


* This person was origmally a water-carrier , but having 
associated with the Soofies, he became a celebrated author 
-of poem's and religious works. After his death he was cano- 
nized, and his tomb is still reported to *5.^ pilgrims. 
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he ordered t Urge ttun of monef to be dittrlbnted. In ftlms,. 
to the poor and religlotu pertoni vho attended on the ihrloo 
of the taint. He then entered the CKf and took op hU 
reJidenso In the fort, vbicb at that period was contidered a 
pUceoftome strength 

The prince continued to reside for a considerable time 
Bordwan during' which period he directed his atteaUoo to 
repairing the Injuries that bed been committed hj the rebeU, 
and In bringing bock the inhabitants of those districts who 
had been compelled to sboiidoD tbelr homes. He restored 
JuggutJRoy the son of the murdered Raja, to bis zemindar/ 
of Burdwon and recompensed all those persons who, having 
remained Arm in their allegiance, bod been dispossessed of 
their lands bj the rebels. For the brave Hamid Khan be 
procured from the emperor the title of iSbomsbere Khan 
Behodur and the office of Foujedar or mlliur/ commander 
of (he dUtrieis of nundosll and Silbet ho oJso liberall/ 
rewarded all the other officers who bad diiUngnlibed them 
selves on this occasion During the period that Aacem 
Ooshan resided at Burdwon. he built. In that a public 
mosque he also caused to bo constructed in Hoogly a new 
to which be ga^e the name of Shah Gunge , but the 
people In compliment to him, called It Aicem Gunge He 
regulitcd the customs of the port of Hoofitf at two and a half 
per cent, on ail goods bclonglsg to Mohammedans but 
compelled the Hindoos • to pay five and the ChrislUns 
three and a half per cent- on their merchandise. He also 
esuhliihfd iliQ Inland duties colled /Jir upon various com 


* Th« Englloh were ezempted from ihti duly, as they paid 
a specific sum annuallr 



SECT. VI. SULTAN AZEEItt QOSHAN. ^77' 

modities passing from one place to another, m the interior 
of the country. In short, the prince devoted much of his^ 
time to the performance of the duties of his office, and 
to the improvement of the revenues. He also every day 
allotted several hours to the conversation of the learned 
and religious, and had frequently passages from the best 
authors read to him He often visited the hermits and 
derveishes, and solicited their prayers for his succession 
to the throne. 

One day the prince sent his bvo sons, Kereem Addeen 

\ 

and Ferrokhsere, to visit a celebrated 

celebratld J^msh. Soofy,^ named Bayezid, and to request 
that the holy man would take the trouble of 

coming to the palace Upon their arrival near the saint’s 

I 

dwelhng, Ferrokhsere alighted from his horse , and approach- 
ing, in the most respectful manner, paid his compliments, and 
delivered his father’s message, whilst the other bjrother scarcely 
deigned to return the Soofy's salutation. 

The saint was much irritated at the conduct of Kereem 
Addeen, and highly pleased by the numility of Ferrokhsere: 
he therefore took the latter by the hand, and, causing him to 
sit down beside him, blessed him, and said to him, “to you is- 
this day given the empire of Hmdoostan ’’ He soon after 
arose, and accompanied the youths to the palace 

When Azeem Ooshan was informed of the approach of the 
Soofy, he arose from his seat, and advanced to meet him , and 
after having made many apologies for the trouble he had given 
him, seated him on his own musnud He shortly after 
communicated to the saint the ob]ept of his wishes , and 
supplicated his prayers, that he might one day succeed to the.- 


' * Hermit or Monk. There are several orders of them. 
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tilfooe. TIio csUot w/th great dfgnU/ replied, * *laj 1 
what you denro ba* alreadj been given to youi sou 
FciroUitcie the arrow of my prayer has been ibot from the 
bow, and cannot be re*caJIed He then arose, bade the pnnce 
adieu, and retired to his celt, leaving Aaeem Oothan quite 
discomfited by his prediction, to which ho gave much aedU, 
and which la the seqael, was rcalUed 

The villages ot Chutlanutty, Govlodpore and CaUcoUa, 
which In virtue of the prince s Klihao, bad been purchased 
from the stmladara, with their districts, extended about three 
miles on the eastern aide of the Bhaggiruuy river and about 
one mile Inland The latter of these villages uhej Its name 
from a temple dedicated to Caly, the Hindoo goddeu of time 
and from it the JBegllsh called their town Calcatta. 

In the year 169^1700 the factory of Calcutta, which la 
consequence of the fortifications that bad 
UlUai, been added to It during the lehellloo, was 
dignified by the appellation of a fortress, 
was named, in compliment to the king of England Fort 
\MUUm and as a aumber of opulent natlvci in consequenee 
of the security gUen to their property and facility to their 
trade bad been Induced to build houies in the town and 
make It their residence Its prosperity excited the Jealousy of 
the Foujcdar of Hoogly, who pretending that bo should be 
punished for suffering so many of the ^logbui subjects to 
withdraw themselves from bis Jurisdiction threatened to send 
a Casy or fahomedan judge, and otficers of the police to 
admlnluer juulce amongst the Datlvei living under the pro« 
tcoloo of the Lagliih flag but as this measure would have 
ubmlttcj the FsgUsh to the same Inconveniences which 
they formerly suffered at Ifoogly it was counteracted by a 
bribe sent to mo prince, who forbade the goternor of HoogUy 
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from proceeding in his intentions. By this constant atten- 
tion to the accumulation of wealth, Azeem Ooshan is said to 
have carried with him, out of the province, three millions of 
pounds sterling in specie, and jewels to a very great amount. 

The prince, after a residence of nearely three years in 
Burdwan, having regulated the affairs of the western part of 
Bengal to bis satisfaction, ordered the 
A D 1700-1 state-boats which had been built during 
the government of Sultan Shujaa, to be collected in the 
vicinity of Hooghly , and embarking at that place, proceeded 
with great pomp jto Dacca, and took possession of the royal 
palace 

By the advice of some narrow-sighted politician, the prince 
was induced, about this time, to adopt a measure which not 
-only gave great disgust to the commercial part of the 
community, but drew.on him the displeasure of the emperor 
Aurungzebe 

The prince wished to become the sole merchant of all 
European and foreign goods brought to Bengal , he therefore 
established agents at -all the ports, with authority to purchase 
the cargo of every ship that arrived, at a low price , and 
afterwards retail the goods to the merchant at a considerable 
profit To this species of commerce was assigned the 
epithets of Souddt Khas and Soudai A^avi, special and gene- 
ral purchases. 

He also, in order to gam popularity with the ' Hindoos, 
celebrated their holidays, putting pn yellow and , rose- 
coloured garments, -and entered into the sports which are 
practiced on the anniversary of the return of spring ^ 

When through the medium of the newspaper*?. TUe 
emperor received information of .Jche prince's conduct e 
wrote him, with his own hand, a letter replete with ironr and 
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saicum obtcrrlag ihit a yclloir turban, and row- 
colouied garmrou, toJted but U 1 with a beard of forty toe 
year'! grovtlu He alao explained that tbe monopoly, trbich 
be bad dignified ^Uh the name of Sandal 
K D 1700. AAtf/, waa nothing leu than lodiridual 
ioiaoity and public opprcaitont* and to evince to bU tub- 
jecta that bo vould not aaoctlon any act of InjuaUce even by 
hU toot or grand children ho itiuck oS 500 borae from the 
prince s military rank. 

The great coofiuion occaafoned in India by lbs conteu 
between the rival Bcullih Companies and the depredatlona 
of the pirate* induced bis majesty King William in the 
year to depute Sir WiUam Voirlf as bis Ambassador 

to ibf) court of the emperor of Hindooitan, Fbe object of 
this million was to solidi yfraojor or privileges, for ibo 
Eaglisb oaiion and to render the new or Engllib Company 
its represenuii^c (n India.* 

The smbamdor landed at MaiuUpatam on the aftb of 
September 1699 where be was detained by various obstacles 
arliiog ebfcfly from the jarring Interests of 
Compiolei b longing to the tame 
ta Aurwasi b# nation till the end of the followln,; year t 
A. o 16^ beiog permitted to puriue bis 

journey to the emperor s camp by Colcondah he proceeded 
by tea to Surat and landed at that port on 
A. D. 1 00, loibof December, but owing to the 

burigues of Sir John Gayer the agent of the or London 

\ la PertUn SjuJj means /rj^fr but In /Viable a 4 J«<tr 
• See Bry<ia iniuiU of tht Sajt fnJia 
\.D it>3 9 
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Company, the governor of Surat refused to receive Sir 
William Norris "as Ambassador of the English nation, 
unless he could produce his credentials, signed by his 
Majesty. These having been ' produced, the ambassador 
landed, and was received by Sir Nicholas Waite, the Consul 
of the nezv Company, with great respect 

On the 26th of January, the ambassa'dor set out on his 
journey towards the emperor’s camp,’ with a retinue of sixty 
Europeans and 300 natives.f On the 3rd 

A, D, 1700 March he reached Brampore ; at which 

place It became expedient to visit the Vizier Gazy -Addeen 
Khan, one of the Viziers who happened to be there Some- 
time was spent in adjusting the ceremonies , but the am- 
bassador, requiring to be admitted to a conference, preceded 
by drums, trumpets &c which the Vizier refused as being 
inconsistent with eastern usages on such occasions, the 
ambassador held this refusal to be derogatory from his 
diginity, and left Brampore without having any conference 
with the Vizier , and on the 7th of April reached Pernalla, 
near which the camp of Aurungzebe was situated and as 
soon as he had notified his arrival, he was permitted to pitch 
his tents in the vicinity of the royal residence. 

On the 28th of April the ambassador obtained his first 
audience, and was most graciously received. He, in conse- 
quence, made an application to the emperor to issue 
firmaiis for freedom of trade to the new Company. His 
majesty condescendingly promised that he would give orders 


f An account of the procession, and list of the presents 
m^y be found in Bruce’s Annals of the East~India Company, 
A. D. 1700-1, page 462. ,, 
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U) hls Vixlers oo the tubject. Someume after the am- 
bomdor hod a tecood audience and preaAted the emperor 
wUh 300 gold sieittri and the busioeai seemed to bo In a 
loir train of tucceu, when ioteiligence orrlTcd from Surat, 
that three Moghol obipa, coming from hfocho, had been 
captured hj on English pirate in consequence of this in- 
formation the Vlsler demanded that the ambassador should 
not onl/ give security for the return of tSese ships, but that 
be should guarantee the future safety of the moghul 
commerce against pirates of every description. The am 
bossodor declined entering Into this lupulation and was 
thereon informed that ^'he knev bis way back to England 
Considenng this answer os a dismission from the court. Sir 
^^^Ulam Norris desired posses to be issued for bis safe return 
to Sorot and on the morning of the 5th of November 
quilted the Moghul camp 

Some efforts were mode by the Vlsiers to Induce the am 
bossodor to oiler bis resolution and be was forcibly detained 
otBiampore tUI a letter and a sword for the king of Eng 
land from Vurungzcbe arrived. 

On the 7lh January Sir WUllom Norris was permitted 
to continue his journey and arrived at 

^ ^ Surat on the la^ of April On the 39ih 

of the some month bo embarked on board the Sclplo, and a 
few do/s oiierwards sailed for England , but died before the 
ship reached Sl Helena. 

In conjcqucaco of the abrupt termination of the negotia 
Uos» and iha cqulnucd deptedaUons of the pirates the 
ciBpeior was much Incensed, and gore command every 
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A cooUaiutioa of the same line of conduct vrhkh bad 
recommended him to the emperor Induced that tQonarch to 
nominate Kor Tulb Khan In the /ear 
AD 1701 ^ Important office of Dewan of 

Bengal, with the tHle of Moorahud Cool/ Khan under 
erbich name be will be continued throughout thU hlitor/ * 
Dnfing the dcipotic reign of Aimingzebe the offices of 
Naiim (mlUlary governor) artd Dcrwan were kept perfect!/ 
distinct the busineu of the former was to defend and 
protect the country from foreign Insult or domestic insorrec 
tloDS, and to enforce a strict obedience to the laws to the 
latter was assigned the collection of the revenues and the 
disbursements of all the requisite expenses f Hovra«,laa 
certain degree tubjea to the orders of the Haslm being 
obliged to compl/ with all wtinen orders for mone/ from 
that officer for the terriee of government but the Noalm 
was responsible to the exchequer for an/ improper use of 
that power! he received his regular salary from the Dewon 
and was not eotiUed to an/ farther emolument from his 
office. These two officers were, however commanded to 
consult with each other upon all Important aHjlri and to 
act In concert upon ever/ public cmeigenc/ according to 
the regulations which from time to time vrere issued. 


• U/ Mr Orroo be Is called jaffler Khan and b/ Mr 
Gladwin, and the txanslator of the 5 rcr al ^ruhldVitrun 
someumes Joffier Khan and other times Moorshud Cool/ 
But as a tecoad Jafficr Khan wUl appear In pages of this 
IlUaity I have thouohl It bcaec to let him retain the title of 
Moorshud Cool/ Khan throU(,hout. 

t A cop/ of the Dewan • commission ma/ he found in 
the \pptDdu to the trJ volume of D^io / hutirt of 
//usdUr/jJt. 
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Moorshud Cooly Khan, soon after his appointment, 
proceeded to Dacca, and entered with alacrity upon "the 
business of his office. He found that the country was rich 
and productive, but that the public 
A. D 1701 2. revenue had been absorbed m improper 

channels. He therefore appointed his own collectors to the 
different districts ; and in a short period ascertained that the 
revenue of Bengal amounted to one crore (ten millions) of 
rupees 

During the superintendence of former Dewans, the greater 
part of Bengal had, from the idea of its being an unhealthy 
and unproductive country, been made over to military 
jagierders,^ and only a small proportion of it remained 
under the immediate control of the exchequer its 
revenue therefore had not even sufficed to pay the Nazim, 
and military and civil establishments , m consequence 
of which, money was frequently drawn from other Soubahs, 
to liquidate the debts of Bengal. The first act of Moorshud 
Cooly’s authprity was, to request the emperor to cancel all 
the ]agieis of Bengal, and to assign to the officers lands in 
Orissa, and, other districts , where the hand of authority, 
aided by private influence and superintendence, was required 
to enforce the collections. 

His suggestions were readily attended to, and all the 
assignments on lands, except the stipends of the Nizamut 
and Dewany, were transferred to Orissa. By this means 


* Possessors of lands, held by assignment from the 
crown for particular services. , ■ » 
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tho «bol« ot the Mmindm, or Hindoo Undboldert, wero 
pliced under the hnmedbue control oftbeDe*^ wiio by 
bU authoritj enforced a Tcry^ considerable use on their rents, 
and therebj moch augmented the revenue o( tbe State 

T*hlf conduct acquired for Moorsbud C00I7 Khan great 
celebritr at court bat the haugblj iplrlt of the prince 
Aseem Oosban could UI brooh the 
^ ^ constant Interference, In all pecumaxy 

transactions, of the Elewao, and hU frequent oppoiitlon to bis 
rojral bigbness comounds. Besides these causes, the prince 
was exceedingly jealous of the high favour In which Moorshud 
Cooly stood wl'h tbe emperor, and the courtiers and favour 
Ues of tbe prince whose exUavagance, orasauroed povers, 
were conitanily controlled by the Devan {aimed the Hame 
and added fuel to his alread/ exasperated temper Aatem 
Oosban vai therefore exceedlogljr anxious to get rid ot his 
nval if it could be effected without risking tbe displeasure of 
tbe emperor 

As in the cast there have been at all times found people 
ready to commit the most daring acts or to perpetrate tbe 
most atrocious murders when suppoited bjr ihn band of 
power or bribed by tbe temptati9D of wealth an ofScer 
named Abdal \sbid. commanding a loog>eiiabl]shcd corpt 
o( horse called Nukedy who were entitled to their pay 
monthly from the treasury and therefore looked with coo 
A.D i7#a^ tempt on the other troops paid by aiilgn 
menis on tha zeminders. -^and who were, 
besides, noted for their lasoleace and contempt of sll 
autboniy— proposed to the princo to sisasslnaie tbe Pewan 
U h, •ouU tom,, 10 i,(n, or (,Ii fadii i Urg. lura o( 
moM/ Tb, (.atr lu»iog b«n ucepicd AbiUl \jhld 
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ordered his men to waylay the Dewan, the next time he came 
to pay his respects to the prince. 

An opportunity soon after offered the Dewan, who was 
never deficient m etiquette and respect to the viceroy, left 
his house one morning, to pay his obeisance at the palace ; 
but before he had gotten half way, his retinue was stopped 
in the street by a large body of the Nukedy regiment, who, 
in a clamorous manner, demanded their pay The Dewan, 
who always went abroad well armed, and was attended by a 
considerable number of armed followers, immediately jumped 
out of his palanquine , and, drawings his sword, commanded 
his attendants to clear the road, and drive those fellows away. 
The Nukedies, seeing his resolution and firmness, shrunk 
and allowed h>m to proceed unmolested to the palace ,* 
where, as soon as he entered, he loudly accused the prince 
of being the author of this conspiracy. He then seated 
himself, m a rude and indecorous manner, opposite to him ; 
and putting his hand to his dagger, said, “if you want my 
life, here let us try the contest if otherwise, take care that 
nothing of this kind ever again occurs ” 

The prince alarmed by his threats, and dreading the 
severe justice of the emperor, w^s very much agitated , and 
after protesting his innocence in the most solemn manner, 
sent for Abdal Vanid, and severely reprimanded him for the 
flagitious conduct of his men, threatening him with the 
severest marks of his displeasure if they were ever again 
guilty of such disorderly behaviour these excuses did not, 
however, satisfy the Dewan, he proceeded immediately to the 


* This building, called the Pooshteh, is still in existence, 
and IS mEabited by the chief civil servant at Dacca. 
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ptiblic ball of audieaca, and bavlcg seat for AbdJ Vobkl 
examined into the arrears dao to the corps and after giviojp 
him ao aulgnmeot for ih« iunou\it, on one of (he zemindars 
discharged him and hli regiment the Imperial service. 


hloonhud Cooljr then returned home and having drawn 
out a statemeot of all the circumstances, bad it ambenttcated 
b/ the signatures of the public officers and forwarded it, with 


A. D I oa j. 


a represeniailOQ from himself to the 
emperor 


After acting In so spirited and independent a manner 
Moorshud C00I7 deemed It unadviiaHle to remain in the 
same place with the prince; and having consulted with bis 
friends co the most aditnugeous siioatlon be resolved to 
fix bis residence at 'Mukbsoorabad as being nearlx In the 
centre of the province and equal]/ conveolent for collecting 
the revenues f-om all parts Hating decided on this 
measure he left Dacca without taking leave of the vlcero/ 
and carrjing with him all the public officers attached to the 
Dettan/ proceeded to Mukbtcosabad the name of which. In 
order to commemorate this event, be some )ears oficrvrards 
changed to Mourshudabad thus to band down hli own rumo 
to ponerlt/ 

When the welt authenticated statement of the disturbance 
at Dacca, and the attempt on the life of the Dewao reached 
the emperor who was then In ihe Dekkan ho sent an order 
to \iccm Ooihan severe]/ reprimanding him , and threaten 
ipg him Uut If the imillesi injur/ was offered either to the 
person or to the proper!/ of \foorshuJ Cool/ Khan, be- 
although hlutaxulchilj should be answerable for it. Ho 
further commanded the pimee Immrdlaul/ to quit Dcngal 
and (o LX hti resUcnco la the province of Uchar 
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Azeem Ooshan knew too well the arbitrary disposition of 
his grandfather to attempt any justification 
A, D 1703, conduct, or to procrastinate his 

departure he therefore appointed his second son, Ferrokh- 
sere, under the supenntendence of Ser Balund Khan, to be 
his deputy in Dacca , and embarking with the remainder of ' 
his family, and all the public officers, on board the govern- 
ment boats, proceeded to Rajemahel, and took possession of 
Sultan Shujaa’s palace^ The air of that palace, however, not 
agreeing with his family, he sometime after removed at Patna, 
the castle and fortification of which he repaired, and, by 
permission of the emperor, changed the name of the city to 
Azeemabad , by which appellation it is still distinguished by 
all the followers of Mohammed. 

Itdias been before stated, that, on the abrupt termination 
of Sir William Norris’ embassy, the emperor had issued 
orders to seize, and confine every European in his dominions.’ 
in consequence of which in the month of February 1702, the 
whole of the English settled at Patna and Rajemahel, with afl 
their effects, were seized, to make good the damages done 
by the pirates . the amount of the property, however, proving 
inconsiderable, the Company's servants were confined for 
fifty-one days in the public jail, but were afterwards liberated 
on their parole * On the 30th of March the order was ex- 
tended to all the European factories , and the loss of the 
English Company, on this occasion amounted to sixty-two 
thousand rupees In this month also, the Foujedar of 
Hoogly issued an order to seize all the Company's effects at 
Calcutta , but the President, Mr Beard, having previous 
notice of his intentions, had so well prepared for his defence, 
that the Foujedar hesitated to attack the factory , and, by the 
private intervention of the prince, who durst not openly 
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oppoM Uw emperor't commAzulf, tt length deriftted from hl» 
Inteotloai. He, hoverer teiied upon ell the goodi belong 
log to the Compauf vhlch vere coming dotm the rirer to 
Colcutu , but the spirited condoct of the English, on this 
occssion by preventing tay of the Moghul ships from paiilng 
dovn the rlrer obliged him to release the property 

During the whole of this business the prince Azeem 
Oothsn erirveed the greatest moderation and would not 
have carried into effect the orders of the emperor had he not 
been goaded thereto by the imperial Dewan In the month 
of October he sent orders to liberate the company! agents 
con fi ned at Rsjemshel, and directed that they should bo 
permitted to proceed to Olcuiia shortly after which an 
order arrived from court to take off the embargo on trade. 
On this occasion (be Dewan relaxed in bis severity and 
offered freedom of trade to all the Europeans provided they 
would make him and the prince bsndv)mo presents, which 
the English refused Tbe Dewtn bowcTer insisted upon 
the agents of tbe three European natiooi prodnclng the 
origmal firmans upon which they claimed their prirllcges. 
The Dutch and French produced iheirs but the firman of 
Sultan Sbujaa, having been lost, by one of tbe English agents 
in going to Sladras, forty }eart before the English were 
obliged to bribe the Dewan a secretary to let the matter drop 

hloorshud Cooly Khan, having fixed bis residence at 
iluihsoodabad assembled there all the public officers of bis 
deparuacw and at the tod of the >ear having made up bU 
accounij m which was clearly exhibited the grea increase ho 
had made to the lavenue of the provinces, prepared to set \ 
out for court, in cider personally (o lay them before the 
etoperor on prewniiag the papers boeever to the two 
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Canoungoes,* whose counter-signatures were requisite for 
their being audited m the imperial exchequer, one of them, 
named Dherp Narain, refused his signature, unless bribed by 
a present of three lacs qf rupees , but the 
A. D. i703'4. Dewan, conscious of the accuracy of his 

statement, refused his demand ; and having obtained the 
signature of the other Canoungoe, notwithstanding his being 
on bad terms with the prince, proceeded to the imperial camp 
m the Dekkan , and, having first presented the emperor and 
his ministers with a very large sum of money, and a number 
of curiosities brought from Bengal, he then submitted his 
accounts to the imperial exchequer they were immediately 
audited by the Vizier, and much credit eiven to him for his 
exertions He was, m consequence dignified by the emperor 
with a dress of honour, standards, and kettle-drums , and 
re-appointed to Bengal, as Dewan of the three provinces, and 
deputy Nazim to the prince m the provinces of Bengal and 
Orissa This circumstance gave great offence to Azeem 
Ooshan , but knowing the despotic temper of his grandfather, 
he could only repine in silence 

In the year 1705-6, the union of the two East-India 
Companies having been nearly completed. 

State of English ^ ^ \ ^ 

dffairs in Bengal, the whole of the united property was 

A D 1705-6 deposited in Fort William, the garrison 

of which was augmented to the number of pne hundred and 
thirty European soldiers, and a number of guns were 


* Officers in the revenue department, subordinate to the 
Dewan. The word means, iitterally, Explainer of the 
Regulations. 
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mourned oo tbe worke TbU dlsplaj of urength do<« not 
*pp*ar to have givea ajojr offence to the Moghul gorerniueDt 
but it iuiplred the uitlve mcrchanti with conffdence and 
induced man; of them to go and &euie in Calcutta which, 
in conaeqaeoce had become a regular and populoua town, and 
pzoduceA a cooilde/abJs revenue and 
A. D i6p7 being rendered independent of iladraa 
b; the Companj rote high!; in the commercial vorld 

Such waa the aUie of affafra in Bengal when the great 
age and bodQj InSrmitlea of the emperor Aumngzebe* 
baring given rise to mary Inirlguca for the tucceaalon to the 
empire Sultan Mohammed Aaxim who for a abort t^me 
governed Bengal, and nho ahboagb only the aecond 
londriog con of Aururrgzebe, openl/ laid claim to the throne 
and wai In fact, the favourite and Inleoded heir of hla father 
being ]eaIou« of the great ««>altb poueaaed bjr bU nephew 
the prince Axeem Ooaban, and the poaer which the govern 
ment of the eastern province! threw into blf bandj procured 
hla recall and that prince a lew moniha 
before the death of the emperor having 
appointed bla own aon Ferrokhierc to be 
hit repreaentatire In Bengif and Orista and Ser Baluod Khan 
to be deputj^govemor of Bcbar proceeded lowarda court. 

Although the coonectlon between Aieem Ooahao and the 
hitter; of Bengal terminatea with bit departure from Fa.na, 
jet aa the Uie of that prince U not recorded In on; regular 
hluor; of India, it la presumed that an account of It will not 
be coctidcred as unfnlercitlog fn this place 

• This mowreh a ode wae properly -talus^gttr (Con 
qaeror ol the \\ orld) but u he U beller known In Europe by 
the ippelUtion be boro ai prince It Is icuincd In ihu 
Iffttoiy 
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Tho emperor Aumnszcbe Anlumgcer departed this life 
on the 28th of Zykaad (nth month), of ihe year of the 
Hejira 1 1 13 , in his camp, m the vicinity of Ahmednagur,* 
aged mneiy -one years and thirteen days; 
«be%cb^m,^i707 verbally made a division of his 

empire' amongst his three sons To the 
eldest, Mohammed Muazim, he assigned the Provinces of 
Cabul, Lahore, and Moultan , to the second, Mohammed 
Aazim (then called Aazim Shah,) he gave the central parts of 
Hindoostan , and to the younger, khan Bukhsh, the provinces 
of the South, or Dekkan 

The day after the death of the emperor, his second son, 
Aazim Shah, entered the imperial camp, and took possession 
of the royal tents and treasures; and, as 

Aaztm'-hah 

mounts the throne soon as the funeral rites were performed, 
of Hindoostan mounted the throne and gave audience 

to all the nobility, and officers of the army. He confirmed 
all the ministers of the late reign m their appointments , and, 
shortly aftertvards, commenced his march towards Dehly, m 
order to secure the capital against his elder brother. 

The prince Azeem Ooshan, who had, by the emperor's 
orders, left his government of Bengal to proceed to the 
presence, had taken the precaution to bring with him a 
considerable detachment of his best troops, and had reached 
the vicinity of Agra when he heard of his grandfather's 
decease ; upon which event, he marched, with all expedition, 
to secure that city for his father Mohammed Muazim, then 


* Taken by General Wellesley during the late Mahratta 
war. The emperor was buried there, close to the tomb of a 
Baint named Zienal Abedeen. 
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known bjr the title of Sbnh Aalum , but the goreinor of the 
provlocQ of bavlog ooited his daughter in murtage to 
the fOQ of the prince Aaxim Shah reiolred to opporeMta 
and in order to impede his progiess sunk all the boots In 
the river Jumna^ and erected batteries at the selghbouiiog 
fords. His efforts were boworer unavailing , for Aaecm 
Ooiban, having marched some distance up the banks of the 
river crossed it and. In a general cDgagemeot defeated and 
took the governor prUooer « b/ which event, although he 
could not obtain possession of the fort, he became master of 
the province through which all the contending armies must 
pass. A short time after this event, having obtained intelli 
gence that a convof with the jear a revenue of Dengal, 
amounting to one aore of rupees ({ S50 000/.) arts advancing 
towards Agra, he sent off 0 detachment of cavalry, and 
succeeded In seUiog U, which drcumitance proved in the 
sequel of the greatest importance to the success of bis father 
Axeem Ooihao, having besides brought with him the 
immense stun of nearly eight crores of rupees* from Bengal 
immediately commenced levying troops and upon the arrival 
of his father at Agra, mustered before bun 300 00 well mounted 
cavalry f Although Qakir khao the governor of the citadel 
of Agra, had refused to deliver it up 10 iVaeem Oosban he did 
not hesitate a moment to send the kers to hhah Aafum, who 


* A crore is 200 lacs, or 10 000000, 
f It nuy not be unneccissry hero to remark, that the 
wlclicrs, under iho native princes of India, furnished their 
own hoiMt and arms; and that a number of them were 
always ready to join the standard of anf person who could 
psy them. 
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as the eldest son, he considered the legitimate heir to the 


empire. 

The possession of that fortress was of the utmost conse- 
quence to Shah Aalum , as it not only afforded him a place 
of refuge for his family, but contained the whole of Shah 
Jehan’s treasures, with warlike store of every kind by the 
means of which he speedily refitted his army, and advanced 
to meet his rival and brother, the prince Aazim Shah. 

The contending armies met on the plains of Jajoo, not* 
many miles distant from Agfa , and as the command of the 
first line, which bore the brunt of the battle, was entrusted to 
Azeem Ooshan, much of the success of the day may be 
attributed to his exertions 

The result was, the total defeat of Aazim Shah's army, 
and the death of himself and his 
his brother' sons, Bedat Bukht and Vala. 

Jnne 1707, and Jah * This event occurred on the 

BehadtrShtr^ Rubby-al-Avul 

IH9 

After this victory, Shah Aalum returned to Agra, and 
assumed the title of Behadur Shah , and as a proof of his 
sense of the assistance he had received from his son Azeem 


Azeem Ooshan 
re'appointed gov 
ernor ot the three 
provinces 


Ooshan, re-appointed him governor of the 
provinces of Bengal, Behar, and Orissa, to 
which was added the province of Allaha- 
bad , but as the emperor was desirous of 


retaining him near his person, during the war against his own- 


* These events are recorded m the Muntakhub al Ltbab 
of Khafy Khan, the Sier Mutakhereen of Syed Ghoolam 
Hussein, and Memoirs of the Moghul empire, by Eradut 
Khan For the latter work, which is the best, see ScoU's 
History of the D&kkan, in which the description of this battle:, 
will amuse every military reader 
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fouoficT brother, Kluo BokbAb, be directed blm to confirm 
Mooxibud Coolf JiiSer Khm u hit deputy In Beo^ and 
Orlm and to appoint such pcnoot as he most etieemed to 
be bit deputies in tbo other proviocti. Tbli circumitnfics 
enabled the prmce baodtooicly to reward two noblemen who 
had been ute/cd to him oa rariout occatloni and had parti 
cularif dlstlDgolthed ihemtelret in the late encasement 
These two pertoni were brothers, and boasted the honoor of 
belof descended from the Arabian prophet. To the eldest, 
named Sjed Abdullah Khan he gave the sotremment of 
Allahabad and to the younger Syed Hussein Aly Khan 
that of Hdur After these arransemenls, the prince con 
suntly attended at court and, by hts abUUIes and suavity of 
manners, gadoed a great loQuenoe over the mind of bis father 
In the )ear itis me emperor vbo was then at Lahore 
was taken 111 of a fever which affected bU 
^ brain, and rendered bim totally Incapable 

of business and as his eldest sop Moisaddeen, bad lor some 
time declined coming to court, on account of the preference 
which his father gave to Aseeu Ooshan all (be affairs of the 
empire were lor some ume transucted by 
priote which circumsiaDco enabled 
him upon ibe death of Oehadur Shah to 
take poisesiion of (be royal treasure jewels, and artillery, 
and to mount the ibrooe But hering by bis pride and 
petulance given offence to ZoolfcOLT Khan, the Ameer al 
Omrah. and other ckficers the/ took part with his three 
brothers* 


* Ttwjf names were bloUaddecn Jehaa Shah, atkl 
Kufhs Ooibao. 
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At this time the whole of the impern! army was encamp- 
ed m the vicmiiv of Lahore the emperor’s 
Content betnccrt his were upon one bide of the river 

3or- forth'* empire 

(Ravj), and ihobe of Azeem Ooshnn upon 
the opposite hank . but a constant communication was kept up 
between both, by means of boats and as soon as the emperor 
died, Azeem Ooshan took pobsebi>ion of the imperial tents 
Tne ground of encampment of the three other princes was 
between the emperor’s tents and the town. 

Had Azeem Ooshan acted with promptitude, and im- 
mediately attacked his brothers, he would have probably been 
successful ; but hoping that the army, finding he .vas m 
possession of the treasure and artillery, would (lock to his 
standard, he resolved to remain on the defensive ; and gave 
orders to have his camp entrenched 


While Azeem Ooshan thus flattered himself with an easy 
conquest, the three brothers, by the advice of the Ameer-ul 
Omrah, drew several large pieces of artillery from the fort, 
and encamped thhir united forces in one line, making tne 
city their defence to the rear 

In this situation affairs remained for four days , during 
which heavy cannonade was kept up on both sides , but the 
advantage being manifestly on the part of the three brothers, 
and the troops of Azeem Ooshan beginning to desert, he 
found It requisite to alter his plan , and on the fifth morning 
marched from his camp, resolved to conquer, or to die. 

As previous to this time most of the experienced generals 
had left him, the troops were drawn out without any proper 
arrrangement , the artillery were placed m such a situation as 
to be perfectly useless, and were not supported by any body of 
regular troops Kereem Addeen the eldest son of the prince, 
who was the nominal commander of the first line, remained m 
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the ie$er?e wilt hli f»iher , an 4 none of tho officer* kneir to 
whom the/ *boaId apply for o-dert. 

lo the mean uois the enenj adranced alowly, but )n 
tegular order tovranl* Azeem Ooihan, whole terrified troop* 
began to diiperto. The mlrguMcd, bat truly brare prince, 
when be taw bit fortune tbu* adrerei, (though He might have 
taved himielf by quilting hU elephant and moontiog a fleet 
bcrK which would have carried him bach to Bengal ) disdained 
the propoaltlon, which had been auggeated to h»m by Ameen 
Addowleh one of hit attached (rleadn and continuing to 
advance, although nearly abandoned by all his troop* hi* 
elephant driter was killed by a musqnet ibot and the animal 
haying been aetereJy wounded by a cannon-balh became 
furious^ rqd. rnsblng to the steep hank of the Ravy precipita 
ted himself and matter Into the ttream The dead body of the 
elephant was again found, but no trace of the prince was ever 
dUcoTcred and for a time U was hoped by hi* friend* that he 
had eicspetL Such U the account given, both )o the Sler al 
Motakhereen, and the ^luntakhub al Lebab but by Eradut 
Khan s statement, the body of Azeem 
Ooshaa was found on the field of battle 
A. D 1712. covered with wounds, and delivered to his 

brothers. Mohammed Kerccm the eldest son of the prince 
was made prisoner and put to death by order of hi* undo 
Mo l ra deeo, who bad then assumed the title of Jehandar Shah. 
These creat occurred la lbs cad of Suffer (second month) of 
the yeu 1134 

Such was the catastrophe of the unfortunate prince Axeem 
Oothan, who (or eleven yesr* gokernd the provmc * of Bchar 
and Bengal wUh much tolerance and moderation and which 
coa*rx«ed «Uh thtc bf hli successor place* hi* character 
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m a very favourable point of view. It may however, be remarked 
that the princes of the house of Timour have evinced m India 
a mildness of disposition not corresponaing with the idea we 
have of Tartars , and, that the epithet of “cruel despot” has 
not been applicable to any of ihaL-iamily for although 
Aurungzebe was a bigot, and persecuted the Hindoos, it may 
be doubted whether he was naturally of a cruel disposition . 
at all events, hrs countrymen entirely acquit him on the score 
of the murder of his brothers, as an act of self-preservation 
and it has been justly observed, by a native of India, “that 
princes should not be judged of by the rules of common 
life 

*See Mirza Abu Taleb’s Travels. 
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MOOLK. ALA ADIKIWLEH, JiFFIEB KHAN 
NESEERY NASIH JUNG 

» o « 

CoQtlDuatk>Q of the hlitorr of Moorthud Coolv JaOUr 
Kbao — On bit return to Bcofral chonset tbe oarne of ^lukh 
to Moaribudabad>~Tbe Engllth obtain permUtlon 
to etiablith a faaory at Costlmbaaar — The Nuvab appointa 
deputy devani of Bengal and Orriu — Extablitbet a new 
tjttem of polity with reipect to the aemlndart — Take* the land 
entirely out of tbeir band*, and appoint* his own collector* of 
tbo revenue — The Raja* of Bbccrhhocm and Bltbcopore ex 
empted from tbew regulation* — ^Tho Raja of Tlpperah and 
“Cooch Debar agree to pay trU>ute«^Tbe Nuwab revenge* hin^ 
self on Dherp Narain one of the Imperial Canoungoe* — Pro* 
motet the ton of the decea*ed-~Repre»<nli to tbe emperor tbe 
impolicy of tbe Foujedar of Hooglv being independent of hi* 
aatbomy — Ordered to appoint an ofCcer of bit owo to that 
olEcc— Nominate* Wullce Deg — Tbe deposed Foujeitr re 
fuse* to leave behind hi* Peithkar— V dispute take* place— > 
Zjn Addecn I* assisted by the rreneb and Dutch — The Nuwab 
sends a torce under Oilput Sing to establish hi* officer — An 
accidental shot kills Dilpui Sing — The Iniurgcni* drive tbo 
Nuwab s troops Into the town and march off toward* Dehly — 
Tbe Nuaab some time alter takes revenge on tbe Pelshkax — 
Redu c* the military establishment — Preserve* great dignity 
in his court— ImportUl in his conduct but prefers the (liniioos 
0* men of buslneu— One of bis principal collector* commit* 
sukidc — Varloui insfinco of the Nuwab s cruolt) in enforcing 
the colleaion* — Observe* great regularity m remitting the 
fOTcnuci — Jealous of an) intcrfereiico '*ab the subordinate 
appomimenis m Bciii^al — Shew* great partlaJity to Slcf 
kban houjedar of IHirncah— Neglect* Aboo Turab the 
Foujedar of Bboosnah who it in consequence murdered— 
Tlic Nuwab InlUicts severe punishment on the rebels— 
Account of the prince Feirokbscre — Applies to tbe Nuwab 
for ainstance— IS rcfujcd — quits ^Ioorshudabad and pro- 
ceeds to I atns— His cause espoused by Sved Hussein Aly, 
the goicrnor of Debar who miles to Abdullah Kban, 
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governor of Allahabad, and prevails upon him to )om m the 
rebellion— Abdullah, in consequence, seizes upon the year s 
collecttons of Bengal, and levies troops— The eniperor 
supersedes Abdullah, and sends an army to disposses him— 
The troops of Abdullah attack and defeat the royal army 

Ferrokhsere marches from Patna, and arrives at AUanabad, 

-where he musters his army — Advances to Cudgwa — defeats 
the* royal army — proceeds towards Agra engages the 
imperial forces commanded by the emperor in person— 
Hussein Aly Khan severely wounded in the engagment 
— Jehandar Shah escapes to Dehly— is seized and confined by 
Assud ad Dowlah, the Vizier— Ferrokhsere proclaimed 
emperoi — proceeds to Dehly— causes Jehandar Shah to be 
.put to death — takes possession of the kingdom — Affairs of 
Bengal resumed— Rasheed Khan, a favourite of the prince, 
attempts to seize on the province of Bengal Moorshud Cooly 
opposes, defeats and kills Rasheed Khan— Confirmed m his 
government — Appoints his grandson deputy Dewan or 
Bengal- Sets aside the Privileges of the English— They send 
an embassy to Dehly, to complain of this conduct— Proceed- 
ings of the embassy— Obtains vanous firmans from the 
emperor— Returns to Calcutta— The Nuwab refuses to 
cornply with some of the articles of the emperor’s firman, and 
disputes with the English on the meaning of some of the 
ether clauses— The English affairs prosperous— The Nuwab 
obtains the government ^ of Behar, in addition to that of 
Bengal and Orissa— Death of Ferrokhsere— Moorshud Cooly 
confirmed m his government by the emperor Mohammed 
Shah— Two of the zemindars of Bengal raise an insurrection 
—are seized, and confined for life— Anecdote^ of the severity 
of Moorshud Cooly Khan— His justice, religion, chanty, 
policy, loyalty, abstemiousness, learning, impartiality — Speci- 
men of Mohammedan bigotry— The Nuwab orders his tomb 
to be built — ^Endeavours to secure the succession for his 
grandson Ser Afraz Khan— Opposed by his son-m-law, and 
the Amepr-al-Omrah Khan Dowran— The Nuwab appoints 
his grandson his heir and successor— Dies— His son-m-law, 
Shujaa Addeen Khan, takes possession of the government. 

It was thought proper, m the foregoing chapter, not to 
, interrupt the narrative of events, but to accompany the 
26 
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prince Ai^crn Ooibui to the cad of hu career — Wo now 
return to the nfialn of BengaL 

It has been mentioned, in page 39 1 that Moorshud Cooly 
Khan, the Dewan, haFiog waited upon the emperor 
Aurungzohe, at his camp in the Dekhan,, 
had been most graciously received by that 
monarch , and, in reward for his services, had been re 
appointed Dewan of Bengal and Onisa m his own right and 
Deputy Nazim or goremor of the two provinces on tbo pan 
of the prince Azeem Ooshaiu Ho was also honoured with 
the lolty titles of Nuwab Moorshud Cooly, Mutlmun al 
Moolk, Ala Addowaleb, Jaffier Khan Nescery ^Nasir Jung 
The hrst act of the Nuwab, on hU return to Bengal was 
to change the name of the dey of Mukhsoosabad to* 
Moorshudabad , and by establishiog In it the mint and by 
erecting a palace and other public offices ot government to 
render it the capital of the province. 

Wo accordingly find that, in the year 11 18 the English 
East India Company was induced to pay him 35,000 rupess, 
for permlssioD to ostablUh a factory at 
A D ryed. ' 

Coiiimbaiar, in the vidnity of the new city 

for the convenience of having the bullion which they sent 
from Europe, coined Into rupees at the mint. 


In this year also the departure of the prince Axeem 
Ooshia from Bchar threw the whole of the authority into the 
hands of the Nuwab, and gave him the unlimited control 
over iho three provinces for although the prince a^ipoImeJ 
his wn terraUiKro ( afterwards emperor ) to be bis repre- 
wniid^i la Bengal, It docs not appear that he was authorise J 
to do so by the emperor and the Dewan paid little altentloa 
to his 
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When, after the succession of Beha'dur Shah, he was con- 

I 

firmed in the appointment of deputy Nazim, by which the 
offices of Dewan and Nazim, ( which from the reign of Akbar 
had been separated ) were now, by the absence of the prince, 
united in his person, he appointed Syed Ikram Khan to^be 
his deputy Dewan over the province of Bengal ; and his son- 
in-law, Shujaa Addeen Mohammed Khan, to be his deputy 
Dewan in Orissa he at the same time appointed Bhooput 
Roy, and Keisor Roy, two Brahmans, probably relations of 
his own, to confidential situations, the first, secretary to the 
treasury , and the latter his private secretary He also an- 
nexed the district of 'Midnapore to Bengal, although it had 
always before constituted a part of Orissa 

He now commenced to put in practice a system of the 
greatest oppression upon the zemindars, or Hindoo land- 
holders , which, although it much augmented the revenue of- 
the state, renderedffiis name dreaded and detested throughout 
the provinces 

In order to make a full investigation of the value of the 
lands, he placed the principal zemindars m close confinement, 
and gave the collection into the hands of expert Aumils, or 
collectors, who received the assessments from the farmers, 
and paid the amount into the public treasury. He also 
ordered the whole of the lands to be re- 

A D. 1707-8 

measured , and having accertained the 
quantity of fallow and waste ground belonging to every village, 
he caused a considerable proportion of it to be brought into- 
cultivation , for which purpose the collectors were authorized 
to make advances of money t to the lower order of husband- 
men, to purchase stock, and to reimburse themselves by a 
certain portion of the produce. 
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When he bad that entireljr dUpoueued the xsmlncUn of 
all interference in the collection, be assigned to them an 
allowance either In land or money for the subsistence of their 
families, called nanJeer to which was added the pnvllege of 
banting of cutting wood ki the forests and of fishing In the 
lakes and rivers these Immunities are called bunkar and 
iulhir* 

The only persons who were exempted from these deiiiotic 
regulations were the Zemindars of Bbeetbhoom and BUhen 
pore. The first was a popular and virtuous character named 
Aisud Allah an Afghan Chief who with his followers, under 
took to defend this territory against the wild mountaineers of 
Jarcuod This {Person dedicated half hit income to charitable 
porposes ehher in sapperdog the religious and learned or in 
reHeting the distresses of the poor end needy , he was besides 
otceoUve to all the duties of bis religion and deviated not 
from the ordinances of the law To have attacked such a 
character would have exposed the Nuvab to great opprobrium 
and would have Indted against him the popular clamour and 
possibly would have injured him In the eiieem of every derout 
Muss ul 01 an. 

The other zemindar owed bis secumjr to the rulure of his 
country which was full of woods and adjoining to the 
mountains of Jarcuod, wbiiber upon any Invailon of the dlitria 
he leliml to places Inaccessible to his pursuers and annoyed 
them severely in their retreat the country was besides un 
produoivo , and the eipenses of collection and of maintain 
Ing it, would have exceeded the amount of the revenue 

These two Zemindars, therefore, having refused the summons 

* The Uicrai meaning of thesw three vrords it, the 
buslneu cf bread, wood, and water 
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lo attend at the court of Moorshudabad, were permitted 
to remain on their own estates, on condition of regularly re- 
mitting their assessment, through an agent stationed at Moor- 
shudabad 

The Rajas of Tipperah, Cooch Behar, an,d Assam, whose 
countries, although the\ had been overrun by the Moham- 
medan arms, had never been perfectly subdued, and who 
therefore continued to spread the umbrella of independence, 
and to stamp the com m their own names, were so impressed 
with the idea of the power and abilities of Moorshud Cooly 
Khan, that they forwarded to him valuable presents, consising 
of elephants, wrought and unwrought ivory, musk, amber, and 
various other articles, in token of their submission in return 
for which, the Nuwab sent them khtlaais^ or honorary dresses, 
by the receipt and putting on of which they acknowledged his 
superiority. This interchange of presents and compliments 
became an annual custom during the whole time of his gov- 
** ernment, without either party attempting to recede from, or 
advance beyond, the implied line of conduct 

hloorshud Cooly devoted two days in the week to the 
administration of justice, presiding m person in court and so 
impartial was he in his decisions, and so rigid m the execution 
o^ the sentence of the law, that he put his own son to death 
for an infraction of its regulations , and his decisions thereby 
became celebrated throughout Hindoostan This, however, 
must be* considered as respecting Mohammedans , for in the 
collection of the revenues he allowed his officers to be guilty of 
great cruelty and oppression , and wherever any person oppos- 
* ed his will, he marked him as the victim of his revenge 

It has been before mentioned, that when he wished to lay 
his accounts m person before the emperor, Dherp Narain, 
one of the - chief Canoungpes, had refused to audit them 



c 

406 aiSTOlT OF BUtttAL. [iXCT TT 

hj bis sigiutiire. The circumstance rankled in the mind 
of Moorshud C00I7 but at the Conouagoe held hli ap> 
polntment Independently of the goremor and vas only 
accountable to the Imperial exchequer for his conduct 
the latter durst not make any open attack against him without 
incurring the displeasure of the emperor He therefore 
treated him for sereral yean, with great respect and ^ 
attention, and consulted him upon all business regarding 
the revenne 

This beharloor gained the frendship of Dherp Naraln 
and lulled him into fatal security for upon the death of 
Bhooput Koy the Pelihkari Khalsan first clerk of the 
treasuryr and who, in fact, managed all the builDcss oi that 
office, he was prevailed upon by the Nuwab to undertake 
that employmenL 

\Vhitst In this dangerous sltuatloD, Moorshud Cooly 
oarrowly watched all his actions hoping that by having thus 
extended his authority, he might be guilty of some mis- 
conduct, which should place him totally In his power But 
Dherp Naraln, having a thorough knowledge of the business, 
and being well acquainted with every particular regarding 
the revenues of Bengal and only anxious to recommend 
bimselfbythe faithful discharge of bis duty by the roost 
minute investigation and by the reduction of expenses, 
Incrraied the rerenue from one crore and thirty lacks, 

( t 30o,ccoi.) to one ctoro and filly lacks of rupees, 

(I S^^^cce/) which bo caused to be at^uiUy paid into the 
public Utasury but In so doing be curtailed the allowances 
granted to the xcmlndars and Infringed upon the emoluments 
of people in office which rendered him very unpopular and 
gave the Suwab an opportunity of accusing him ofmahersa 
lion la his office and under pretence ol sciuUiaUiDg his 
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accounts, he kept him m close confinement, and depnved 
'him of all the enjoyments of life which seventy so affected 
the health and spirit of Dherp > Narain, that he fell into a 
decline, and in a short time died. But as the Nuwab was 
suspected of having accelerated the fate of his prisoner, he 
attempted to efface that impression by his kindness to the son 
of the deceased , for whom he obtained, from the emperor, 
his father's office of Canoungoe, with an addition of one-fourth 
of the emoluments of the other Canoungoe, who in conse- 
•quence of his having signed Moorshud Cooly’s accounts when 
Dherp Narain refused his signature, expected to have had his 
salary increased, instead of being diminished. 

For some years previous to the accession of Moorshud 
Cooly to the Dewanship of Bengal, the office of Foujedar, or 
governor of the port of Hoogly, had been rendered indepen- 
dent both of the Dewan and of the Nazim of the province; 
but as soon as he had united both offices in his own person, 
he represented to the emperor, Behadur Shah, the absurd 
policy of an imperium in impsno, or mixed authority in gov- 
ernment , and requested that the governor of Hoogly ' migh 
be^ subjected to his orders, and rendered accountable to him 
for his conduct The emperor immediately saw the force of 
his argument , and Moorshud Cooly was permitted to appoint 
an officer in his own confidence to the superintendence of 
that town. 

The person whom he selected for this purpose was a 
Moghul, named Wullee Beg , upon whose arrival at Hoogly 
Zyn Addeen, the deposed Foujedar encamped with his 
retinal and dependants outside of the town, intending 
quietly as soon as he had delivered over the' charge of 
his office, to proceed to court : but Wullee Beg, having 
demanded that Kinker Sein the Peishkar or head clerk 
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fsbooMraiuin bchtod till tho accoaots waro examined tho 
late Fcujrdar realited the demand and both parties appeal 
ed 10 annt. 270 Addcen having isgnllated hlmaelf t*Ith the 
Dutch at Cbliuata» and the French at Cbandemagore, waa 
supported b/ them , and Wollee Beg haring applied for 
lucconr to the Kuvab. vma in a short time reinforced by % 
conitdenhle detachment, both of infantry and cavalry under 
the command of a Hindoo officer nanaed Dllput Sing 

Both parties encamped fn the viclnhy of Cbandemagore 
and threw up entrenchments In fort of tbeir camps, which 
were distant a mile from each other , and although the 
Huwab had on the commencement of the disturbance sent 
positive orden to all the European settlements not to Inter* 
fere In the quarrel, nevertheless both the French and Dutch 
cOQtinacd to assist Zyn Addeen, and tuphed him with an 
eaceHeot train of artillery 

After a coniiderable time bad elapsed In this state of 
Inactivity and each party was endcarouriog to circumvent 
the other by stratagem the deposed governor sent an agent 
to Dllput Sing, Che Kavaba general to negotiate terms of 
peace and previous to bis departure, as a mark of his 
spetiaj farour he threw over the sbouMenof the agent a 
scarlet shawl, which rendered him very conspicuous at 
a diuance 

It happened that when the agent entered the opposho 
cwnp Dilpm Stag was employed fn viewing the ramparts of 
his louecehtnotu and dfreaed that tho agent might be 
brou hiihliher H« accordingly came and while they two 
Were uindlng conversing on the top of tho ramparr a 
French jonoer discharged a cannon from one of tho advanced 
* bauenci, the hsB of which sutidt Dllput Sing, and lore 
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hitn to pieces, without injuring the agent in the smallest 
degree. 

Although the circumstance was probably accidental, it was 
considered as premeditated . much merit was assigned to the 
author of the. contrivance, and a handsome reward given to 
the European for his dexterity. Whether intentional or 
accidental, it had the effect, however, of throwing the 
Nuwab's army into great confusion, of which Zyn Addeen 
taking advantege, attacked and drove them into the town of 
Hoogly after which he, quietly and ulmolested, proceeded 
with his deputy and retinue to Dehly, where he died a short 
time after his arrival, without any notice having been taken, 
by the ministers, of the transaction. 

After the death of his patron, Kinker Sein returned from 
Dehly to Moorshudabad , and, without betraying any signs of 
tear, waited upon the Nuwab , who with his usual policy, 
apjparently forgave him, and appointed him collector of the 
revenue of the nistrict of Hoogly, but at the end of the 
year, when he came to settle his accounts at Moorshudabad, 
confined him on pretence of malversation and ordered him to 
be fed on buffaloe's milk mixed with salt, which occasioning 
a disorder in his bowels, he in a short time died, 

Moorshud Cooly Khan contmued to make the collections 
through his Aumils by displacing the zemindars, with a few 
exceptions, where he found the latter worthy of trust and 
confidence. He admitted no charges for troops, but those 
paid and mustered by himself. Two thousand cavalry and 
four thousand infantry, under the command of Nazir Ahmed 
who hadibeen originally a private soldier, were found sufficient 
to enforce the payment of all the revenues of Bengal for so 
severe were his regulations, and such the dread of his powrer 
and resolution, that his commands were implicitly obeyed,. 



410 


UUTOKT or BXVOAlx 


[llCT VI 


and it wiu Tufficieot for him to send a tloglo meucnger to 
leqouter a zemlodar^r or to seize on^a ctdpnt at the greatest 
distance. 

Soch were the respect and dignity kept up by the governor 
at bis court that, la hit presence, no person was allowed to 
salute or speak to another nor were any of his officers or 
Rajas allowed to lit before him 

He prohibited the zemindars, and other Hindoos of 
opulence from riding In palanquins obliging them to make use 
of an Inferior kind of conveyance, called a Dooly or 
Cbowpaleh. ^\'boever devlaied in the smallest degree, from 
hli general regulations, was certain to experience the effects 
of bis resentment 

In the affairs of the government be showed faroar to no 
one and always rewarded merit wherever be found it He 
employed none but l>Qgaliy Hindoos In the collection of the 
re^Tnues, because they were most easily compelled by threats or 
punishment to disclose tbclr malpractices and their coofeder 
ales and their pusillanimity secured him from any Insurrec 
tlon or combination agamit the state lathe few initances In 
which be found that they had defrauded him or had 
awar with the revenue and were unable to make good the 
de&clency be compelled the offender with his wife and 
children to become Mohammedans. 

Raja OudjTuraln, whose family bad long enjoyed the 
•emindary of the district of Rajeshahy was so ditUoguIsbed 
by bis abtlUici and application that the f^uwab entrusted him 
with iht lupcrloicndcnce of the greater portion of the collcc 
tlooi, and placed under hli orders GhoUum ^^oKammed 
Jemmadar whh two hunderJ horse who in a short time 
became a great Usourile of bis principal but In coniequcnco 
cl bis pay bating been kept back for many months, the 
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Jemmadar’s people mutinied, and the Nuwab, without inquir- 
ing minutely into the matter, ordered a chosen detachment to 
•quell the disturbance. A conflict ensued in the vicinity o£ the 
Raja's house, in which the Jemmadar was killed, and many o£ 
his people put to death This circumstance so hurt and 
terrified Oudynarain that he put an end to his own evistence. 

The zemmdary of Rajeshahy was m consequence, taken 
away from the family, and conferred on Ramjewun and 
Kanoo Kenoor, two zemindars who resided on the eastern 
side of the river, in consideration of their having been more 
punctual m the payment of their rents than the other zemindars 
of Bengal. 

The Nuwab, however, never placed confidence in any 
man , he himself examined the accounts of the exchequer 
every day ; and if he discovered any of the zemindars, or 
others, remiss in their payment, he placed either the principal 
or his agent in arrest, with a guard over him, to prevent his 
either eating or drinking till the business was settled and, in 
order to prevent the guards from being bribed, or negligent 
in their duty, he placed spies over them, who informed him 
of the smallest deviation from his orders. 

A principal instrument of the Nuwab's severity was Nazir 
Ahmed, to whom, when a district was in arrear, he used to 
•deliver over the captive zemindar, to be tormented by every 
species of cruelty ; as hanging up by feet , bastinadoing ; 
-settmg them in the sun in summer , and by stripping them 
•naked, sprinkling them frequently with cold water in winter. 

But all these acts of severity were but trifles, compared 
•with the wanton and cruel conduct of Syed Reza Khan, who 
was married to Nuffisah Begum, the grand-daughter of the 
Nuwab, and whp, upon the death of Syed Ikram Khan, had 
Jbeen appointed deputy Dewan of the province. In order to 
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eoforca the paj^ment of the revoauee be ordered a pond to- 
be dng «nlch was filled wflb trcry thing dltfuttlog , uid 
the stench of which was so offensive as nearly to suffocate- 
wboerer sppioacbed It to this shocking place, in contempt 
of the Hindoos, be gave the name of Bxciuo^nl which in their 
language, means Piradut and after the zemindars had 
undergone tbe usual punishments. If their rent was not forth 
coming be caused them to be drawn a rope tied under 
ibeanni through this Infernal pond He Is also staled to 
have compelled them to put on loose trovsers Into which 
were Introdoced live cats By such cruel and horrid methods 
he exirated from Che unhappy zemindars every thing they 
possessed and nude them weary of their lives 

The collections of the preceding year were always com 
pleled by the end of Cheyet ( tbe first month of the new year) 
and In the beginning of Dysack (the second month) the 
Nuaab generally despatched to Dehly the royal revenue 
amounting from one crore and ibiny lacs to one crore and 
fifty Iocs of rupees. ( i 500,000/ ) the greater part In specie 
The boxes of treasure were laden upon two hundred or 
more cam drawn by bullocks and escorted by a gturd of 
300 cavalry and 500 iofamry accompanied by one ot tho 
sub-Utaaurers. Along with revenue, he sent, as presents to 
the emperor and mlnisterf a number of elephants, bill 
horses, antelopes, hawks, shields made of rhinoceros hides, 
saotd-blsdes Sylhcl mils filigree work of gold and silver 
■ fOOfthiUojy Dacca muslins and uoiilmbazar silks also a 
number ol Lujopeao aniclei procured at the royal port of 
Hoogly 

The Suwab aucoded by bli principal oiSccrs accompanl 
ej the convoy s.4ae miles from iloorsbudabAl and In order 
to uk< o3 any further icsponsrbUUy from himself, lodepcnJcnt 
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of his own despatches to the Vizier, he had the event 
recorded m the royal Gazettes which all the governors 
on the route were apprized of the circumstance, and were 
obliged by the regulations, to have carts and an escort 
ready to forward the treasure to the capital , — those of Bengal 
being relieved at Patna and those of the latter place at 
Allahabad , the convoy and its value, frequently increasing as 
it went on by the collections of each province 

By such conduct Moorshud Cooly Khan conciliated the 
favour of the ministers and ot the emperor , and the appoint- 
ments in Bengal were made chiefly at his recommendation 
but if through any other interest, a person procured the 
nomination'to an ofiSce in that province, every means was taken 
to thwart him and to render his situation so unpleasant, as to 
induce him quickly to resign it. Iri proof of the former fact, 

It IS stated that Sief Khan the grandson of the celebrated Amyr 
Khan having been appointed to Bengal at the recommendation 
of the governor, was upon his arrival, received in the most 
gracious manner, and appointed Foujedar of Purneah, with 
absolute power over that district and with permission to 
conquer from the Raja of Morung as much territory as he 
pleased, without any increase of revenue to the State it is also 
said, that the Nuwab offered him his grand-daughter, Nufi&sah 
Begum m marnage ; but that Sief Khan, being of an ^llustnous 
family, declined the connection , and she was therefore united 
to Syed Reza 

Shortly after Sief Khan had taken possession of his office 
he expelled Beer Sah the zemindar of Beernagur who ventur- 
ed to oppose hts will , after which, he imprisoned all the other 
zemindars of Purneah and collected annually from that 
district eighteen lacs of rupees the surplus of which, above 
the former revenue of ten or eleven lacs he appropriated to 
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bv» owe ttic. He aUo coDilderabl/ extended hit twondaiy by 
biinglog Into cuItlTiilon ceruia waule Uadi Ijlng between 
Purneib and Momng os neotnl ground, bat to which the 
RajaofMorung intimidated by Slcf Khan« power gi\eap' 
bis claim 

All these circumstances were well known to the Kuwab 
yet having a great friendship for Slef Khan ho did not 
Interfere but annually invited him to spend some time with 
him at Moorabudabad, where he used to rally his guest on the 
peculiarities In his character particularly on bis mode ot 
paying his troops, ah tch was by giving half the amount in 
goods either plundered sequestered or porchased at a cheap 
rate and the remainder in money also for his mannea 
of rewarding his companions and favotulUes, by giving them 
his cast*cS concubines, on which account he conferred on 
him the title of Zen Bukhih, tkt hutemtr 0/ wmeM * 

In evidence of the other assertion, it U related that a 
person of an illustrious family named Syed Aboo Turab 
having through the Interests of one of the VUlers, obtained 
the ofBce of Foujedar of Bboosnah in Bengal adjacent to 
which resided a refractory xcmlndar named SUtaram, who 
kept in bis pay a band of robbers, with whom be used to 
infest tho roads and plunder the boats 00 the rivers, and even 
carry ofl the cattle from tho vUlages, setting at defiance the 
power of the Foujedar, — to extirpate this public depredator 
Aboo Turab applied for asaistance to the Nuwab„ but. 
iniicad of affording him tho required aid ho waaiuppoacd. 
In an undcihand manner to couaunonco and cncourago 
Sittaram. 


ZtrBukhsh, bestower of gold ** Is a common appelU- 
tion for liberal m^n . 
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At length the Foujedar, finding he had nothing to expect 
from the governor, took into his own pay an Afghan officer, 
named Peer Khan, with 200 of his followers, well mounted and" 
armed, and sent him to beat up the quarters of the depre- 
dator , but Sittaram, having intelligence of the circumstance 
moved to another part of the country, where by chance he- 
fell in -with the Foujedar, who was amusing himself in hunt- 
ing, and attended by a very small escort The robbers 
immediately attacked the Foujedar and his party, and, 
before their Chief came up, killed Aboo Turab When 
Sittaram found that it was the Foujedzr he had slain, he- 
much regretted the circumstance, and told his followers that 
the Nuwab would certainly revenge the insult offered to his 
government, by flaying them alive, and by desolating the 
pergunnah of Mahmoodabad * he then respectfully delivered- 
the body to the Foujedar’s attendants, who carried it to 
Bhoosnah, and interred it in the vicinity of that town. 

When the Nuwab received intelligence of the murder of 
Aboo Turab, he was greatly alarmed, being apprehensive of 
having incurred the displeasure of the emperor by his neglect 
of so respectable a person , and whom he knew had many 
friends about the court, who would not fail to represent the- 
state of the case. He therefore appointed ^ukhsh Aly Khar? 
to succeed the deceased , and sent with him a considerable 
force with instructions, to , seize Sittaram and all his party. 
Orders were also issued to all the neighbounng , zemmdars, ta 
assist in seizing the ofiender ; and they were informed, that 

if he was allowed to make his escape through anv of their 

# 

districts they should be expelled from their lands, and suffer 
other grievous punishments. - These orders had an instanta- 
neous effect ,* the zemindars raised their posse conntaiusy and 
hemmed the robbers in on every side until Bukhsh Al;^ Khan 
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ardred, 9 bo alzcd Sloaraot hit tromeo cblldfen aod 
accoapIJcet, and a«ot tbera in iroaa to Moortbudabad, where 
Slttimo and the robbers were impaled aJlre and the women 
and children told u aUret. Ihete proceedings were entered 
be public recordi, and the gOTcrnor wrote a particular 
representation of all the circumstances to the emperor 
placing bit own conduct In the most favourable point ot view 
From the dUgusting detail of such tranucuons we now 
turn to a more dignified subject. 

In the histoij of the prince Aseem Ooshany U was stated, 
that, upon hit being summoned to court. 
PriM^FrrT^^ In the Tear of the Hejira iiiS he left his 
secoad son Farroknicfe to be hli agent 
In Bcagil and Orissa. That prince continued to reside for 
some lime st Dacca but after the demise o! Aurungsebe and 
the sccculoQ of his grandfather Behadur Sbah to the throne 
A. H tti9 he removed to Moorshudabsd, and took up hit 
lesideoce u the palace called the Loll Bag in that citf 
where be lived upon terms of much cordiallt/ with Mooribud 
Cool/ Khan not Interfering at all with the government the 
whole management of which had been placed by Bobadur 
Shah t desire la tb« hands of (ho Kuwsb 

Upon the death of Behadur Shah, and the accession of 
the worthless Jebaodar Sbah. \ H itaa 
AD i7i». prince applied to JfoQrshud Cooly 

KJun to auUt him la ateoglng the death of bis father and iu 
his views upon the empire but the Nuwah poihiveljr refused 
him dcclaiiog that no conilderalion should make him depart 
from hli duty to Jebandar bhah whom he aow coftslJered as 
hli U«ful wvereijn but in a frlcndl/ nunocr adriied the 
prince Immcdutely to quit Moorshudabad, ktt an order 
should ortlve for his being KUed and tent prisoner to Dchl/ 
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Ferrokhsere did not pres^, the Nuwab any iurther , but, 
setting out with his family and a few attendants, took the route 
of Patna, hoping to obtain some assistance from Syed Hussein 
Aly Khan, who had been appointed governor of Behar by this 
father and on his way was joined by a few of the adherents 
of his family, from Dacca 1 

Upon his arrival at Patna, instead of entering the city, he 
took up his residence in a caravanserai, near Jaffier Khan’s 
gardens , whence he sent a respectful and doleful message to 
Hussein Aly, stating his deplorable situation . reminding him 
of ^the favours conferred on him by Azeem Ooshan, and 
entreating him to protect and support him 

The governor was much alarmed and distressed by this 
message he was bound, by every tie of gratitude, to the 
family of Azeem Ooshan , but dreaded the power of Jehandar 
Shah, who seemed to be supported by the principal nobility, 
and securely fixed on the throne. He therefore returned a 
polite, but cold answer, to Ferrokhsere, expressive of his respect 
for the memory of the prince’s father, but lamenting his 
inability to be of any service to him , and conjunng him to 
depart from Behar immediately, otherwise he should be under 
the necessity of seizing him, conformably to the orders which 
he received from court. The prince, however, not discouraged 
' by this refusal, again solicited, that if he could not assist him, 
he would at least favour him with a visit, ^ and advise him how 
he should act in the critical situation in which he was placed. 

Hussein Aly Khan could not refuse such a , request from 
the son of his patron : he therefore went privately to pay his 
respects to the prince ; and was introduced into the same tent 
where the females of the family ,were, and who were only 

-j _ _ 

* See page“396. 
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concealed from view bv a &crteiu He was received by the 
prince In tbe most gracious and concilUting manner possible 
and clothed In one of his hUhnets superb dresses after 
vbiCh they entered Into a tong conversation on the state of 
public a0a]rs, in which Ferrokhscre r presented, that the late 
of his elder brother and the other princes, who had been put 
to death In cold blood, subsequent to the battle at Lahore 
convinced him that he bad n uhlog lo expect from his uncle 
Jebandar Shah but death or lingering and wretched Imprison 
moot he therefore conjured lluwcln Aly to support his 
cause and If they succeeded be sho ild i.hare the empire with 
him The governor ttUl remainli g unmoved by those 
entreaties, MUckl Zemau (ho daughter of the prince who had 
been tutored for the occastoo camo Irom behind ihu screeu, 
and falling it bu feel besought him to have compaesion on 
her father and his wretched family she reminded him of 
the obligations he was under to her grandfather and called 
on him in the name of his ancestor the prophet Mohammed 
who had commanded bit followers never to forget bcncdis 
conferred, not to forsake them in their dlsircis , and desired 
him to reflect on what posterity would vay of his ingratitude 
and unmanly conduct, should he nuw abandon them and. 
Without an exerUon let them (all into the bonds of their 
enemies Uefore she bad tmUbed her speech she was joined 
h) the widow of A eem OosUan ,* ulii]»i the other ladies 


Tbeda5,.her of me ptinv.« being a child and his 
mether advanced m )cars lUctr aj | caring before a stranger, 
and especially a bjed waa u i c ii iJercd as any great 
ucj-iiiuic from cl lucilc lladih o» r ladles come forward 
; *LU4d Lkvc btcu cenj dtieJ as dr m „ from ihc prince s 
hoceux which even the c 4 jung cirtuu junccs would not have 
warran cd. 
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from behind the curtain, combined their entreaties to prevail 
upon him’ , and from sobs and tears proceeded to screams and 
lamentations The govenor could no longer resist such a 
scene , and, yielding to their supplications, said, “all I have to 
offer IS my life.andlnnv devote it to your service” The 
prince then presented him his own sword, and ^wore never 
to prove ungrateful for his kindness The governor, imme- 
diately after, returned home, and wrote all the circumstances to 
his elder brother, Syed Abdullah Khan, the governor of 
Allahabad, who also owed his elevation to Azeem Ooshan * 

The following day, the prince Ferrokhsere was introduced 
into Patna with great pomp, and, upon his alighting at the 
palace, was placed by the governor on the musnud, and 
saluted as emperor of Hindoostan a proclamation was also 
issued, and the letters written to various parts of the country, 
msiting all officers and soldiers to join his majesty’s 
standard 

When Syed Abdullah Khan received his brother's letter, 
he was overwhelmed with astonishment , for besides the 
penis in which they were thus plunged, their wives and 
children were at Dehly, and consequently m the power of 
their enemies but such was^his affection for his brother, that 
he resolved to run all risks, and to rise or fall with him. He 
therefore commenced making military preparations and as 
the convoy, with the year’s collection of Bengal, had just 
arrived at Allahabad, under the charge of Shujaa Addeen 
Khan, the son-in-law of the Nuwab of Bengal, he seized the 
treasure for Ferrokhsere’s use. This was a most fortunate 

I 

^ This narrative is taken from the Sezr al Muiakhere(n,i 
The circumstances IS differently related by the author of, the 
Mtmiekhnb al Lehah, but I prefer this accopnt. 
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e^eut botb for the prince and the brothers, os It enabled them 
not only to pay the arrears due to their own troops but to 
recruit thief anny 

In the mean time, Hussein Aly by bU influenco In Patna, 
borrowed a large sum of money from the bankers and pro> 
cured from \he merchants aU the materials requisite for the 
Qutht of bis army wltbont any other security than the prince s 
bonds, pa)'abl0 with a heavy Interest, os soon as be should be 
hxed on the throne Whilst the two brothers were thus actively 
employed In preparing to take the held the emperor was 
Informed by his spies, of all their transactions and Im 
mediately superseded Abdullah Khan In bis government 
sending at the some time an active ofBcer named Syed 
Abdal^hoSsr with ticoohor&e to dispossess him 

Abdullah Khan, unable to oppose such a force in the 
field took refuge in the fort of Allahabad but encamped his 
troops, consisting of less than seven thousand caV'alry and 
Infantry under the command of bis three younger brothers, 
for the convenience of water and forage at some miles 
distance from the fort of which circumstance the Imperial 
general having obtained intelligence, by a forced march got 
between them and the fort and sent a taunting message to 
the governor that not wishing to pby with children ho had 
left them behind him, being desirous of trying hU, the 
govxmor’s, skill in the game of war This mesuge having 
been lepcried to the joung men inllamed them with rage 
they immediately attacked the rear of the imperial army ; 
and, after a bard fought battle completely routed them not, 
however Without tha loss of a number of their own men and 
Uut of one of their generals, Noor Addecn Khan, the favourite 
br ot he r of the governor 
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This event caused much alarm at Dehly and the emperor, 
in hopes of detacnin^ Abdullah Khan from the confederacy,, 
meanly condescended to say, that he never had any intention 
of superseding him , and sent him a new commission for the 
government of Allahabad, which was accompanied by an 
honorary dress of the most splendid kind 

In the mean time, the prince Ferrokhsere having arrived 
at Benaras, was enabled to borrow a large sum of money 
from the bankers of that city, on the same terms on which 
the loan had been negotiated at Patna , and, proceeding by 
easy marches, daily augmented his array by fresh levies, and 
was joined by several officers of distinction, who had taken 
disgust at the conduct of Jehandar Shah and his ministers , 
so that, on his crossing the Ganges at Allahabad, and after 
his junction with Abdullan Khan, he mustered an army of 
35,000 cavalry, and an excellent tram of artillery 

The prince soon after advanced to Cudgwa,* attended by 
the two brothers,, Syed Hussein Aly and Abdullah Khan, with 
all their friends and partisans , and on the 29th of the month 
Showal, A H 1124, deafeated Aizaddeen, 

' November, 

A D 1712 the eldest son of Jehandar Shah, and got 
possession of all his artillery and camp 
equipage In consequence of this victory, many "of the 
imperial troops joined the standard of Ferrokhsere j and 
Abdullah Khan, who directed all the military movements, 
halted some days on the field of battle, to carry on ,his 
negotiations with several of the Omrahs, who were disgusted 
with Jehandar Shah and his infamous government 

The pusillanimous emperor, having at length taken the 

* The place where the battle was fought between Shuja^ 
and Aurungzebe 
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field, the coDtendlog trmJeB, on the t4tb of ZUbije 1134 met 
ID the vicinity of Agra , and after a coa* 
Imed baulo which huted ceaily the whole 
P*mikh«tT (lay jije imperial army wa* completely 

j»B. 1715. fouled and the emperor accompanied by 

hU mislrcM, Lall Coar Qed upon bli elephant to Agra 
where, having changed bia drew and shaved hU head and 
beard In the manner of the Hlndoot, be in the middle of iho 
night, continued bU flight towards Debly Upon h!i arrival 
In that city initead of going to the fort, be stepped at the 
house of the VLsIer Ajsud ad Dowlah who bad been left In 
charge of the capital This circumstance waa shortly known 
throughout the town upon which the friends of Ferrokhsere 
sunounded the home and demanded that the royal fugitive 
should be delivered Into their hands. In order to tuppreii 
their clamours, the VUier agreed to confine the emperor and 
making a virtue of oeceatlty he wrote a petition to Ferrokb 
Sere, informing him that he had Imprisoned Jebandar Shah 
in hli own bouse and waited the Imperial orders concerning 
his disposal In return, orders were despatched applauding 
bis conduct, and assuring him of the royal favour 

Burlng the late engagement, although fortnoe In its 
tennination, had favoured the cauie/>f Ferrokhsere, yet that 
dhrUlon of the army which had been placed under the com 
ma nd of his friend and principal support, Hussein Aly Khan, 
having been opposed to ZooUecar Khan, the Ameer aKOmrah 
and hli tartar troops, was worsted and their Chief left for 
dead on the field and as Zoolfccar Khan cooUnued to keep 

* This officer was the son of Assud ad Oovlah, the \ ulcr 
at the detire of bis father h* jlcdeJ himielf up a prltoner 
aaJ uui.ed to the clemency of the prince but, as bo had 
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possession of the ground till it was dark, the body , of Huss.em 

Aly was not discovered till near midnight , and when found, 

was in a state of insensibility, and scarcely a spark , of life 

remaining. On receiving some assistance, he so far recpvered 

his senses, as to learn with pleasure the success of his party , 

nevertheless, it was with much difficulty that he could be 

placed in a palanquin, Rnd convej ed to his brother , who, on 

seeing him still alive, prostrated himself on the ground, and 

returned thanks to God for so signal a favour , he afterwards 

took off the valuable jewels which he wMe, and presented 

them to the man who had first discovered the Dody. 

Ferrokhsere encamped that night on the field of battle , 

and next morning, being the 15th of the month Zilhije 1124, 

he mounted the throne of Hindoostan, and 
Ferrokhsere pro- 1 , j „ , > , 

claimed emperor, gave public audience to all the people. 

January, 1713. occasion were introduced to him a 

•number of the Omrahs, who, in consequence of the negotia- 
tions of Abdullah Khan, had either remained neuter during 

\ 

the engagement, or had come over to the victorious side. 
After the inauguration of the emperor, he proceeded to 
Sekundra, to offer up his devotions at the tomb of his illustri- 
ous ancestor Akbar , and at noon returned to Agra, where 
.he received the compliments of all the inhabitants of that city. 

The next day the emperor proceeded towards Dehly ; 
'and on his arrival in its vicinity, encamped outside the walls, 
and commanded the Vizier, Assud-ad-Dowlah, and his son, 
Zoolfecar Khan, to be brought to his presence They were 

both received with the honours dil6 to their high ranks : 

('• I ‘ ' 1 ' 

been the principal cause of the defeat and (^ath of ihe father 
of Ferrokhsere, he had no reason to hope for pardon, and 
.suffered accordingly 
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after which, the former wai allowed to return to hii home t 
but tho latter wai led to a private teot , and after a few ques< 
uooj bad been uked him he was strangled as a ponUbment 
for his crimes. His bcdj was afterwards tied, with the head 

. downwards, on an elephant, together with 

Caues Jcti cdw 

Shabto'^pnt the body of Jcbandsr Shah who had been 

tod*»th. put to death In prison and they were thus 

exposed In the new emperors train when ho mode bis 
triumphal entry to the palace of the cnpltaL* , 

Haling thus conducted Ferrokhsere to the perilous 
pinnacle of his ambition whence In a few > ears he was to be 
precipitated Into the abyss of destruction, wo now return to 
the affairs of Bengal 

^VheQ Ferrokhsere auumed the Imperial titles at Pauu 
^ ^ he was persuaded by one of bis dependants, 

named Rasbeed hJian, to appoint him 
goiemor of Bengal and'knowlog that Moorahud Cooly Khan 
did not keep up more troops than those employed In tho 
collection of the revenues, be was m hopes that Raihccd Khan 
mig^l by an expeditious march completely surprise the 
Nuwab and without diOicuIty get possession of iho prorince 
which would servo as a place of refuge should he he dls^ 
appointed in his views on the empire The matter uas there 
fore kept a profound secret till tne prince commenced bis march 
from Patna when Rasbeed Khan Instead of accompanying 
him took the route of ^foorshudabad and before tho Nuwab 
WAS aware of his li^^inlfons bad entered the passes of 
Tcrruguirjr and SlckJyguUy Tho Nuwab, not at alt Inilmidaicd 
by the circumiunce ordered bis corps of acco cavalry to 

tor ibo remaiolng history of Fcrrokbicrc See Scott t 
valuAb^c lliucry of the Dcxkxn and \olutte 
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encamp outside the city , and having joined to them as many 
of his infantry as he could collect, with a few guns, waited 
the approach of the enemy When they had arrived within a } 
few miles of IMoorshudabad, he gave the command of his 
troops to two officers, named Meer Bengally and Syed Anwar, 
and ordered them to oppose Rasheed Khan an engagement 
ensued, in which Syed Anwar \/as killed, and Meer Bengally 
compelled to retreat the Nuwab, however, who was a staunch 
predestinarian, was not at all dismayed by the event , but 
collecting the palace-guards, and a few other troops, pro- 
ceeded, on his elephant, to the assistance of his retreating 
army his presence gave vigour to the troops , they returned 
to the attack , and an arrow, from the hand of I\Ieer Bengally, 
having pierced Rasheed Khan, he fell from ms horse : his 
army was, in consequence, totally routed, and many of them 
taken prisoners The Nuwab returned m triumph to the city , 
and gave orders that a pyramid should be immediately erected 
on the road to Dehly, with niches to contain the heads of 
Rasheed IChan and all his followers that were slain m the 
battle, that it might remain a monument of his victory 

But as soon as Ferrokhsere was firmly established on the 
throne, Moorshud Cooly prepared the usual presents, and 
sent them to court, with the amount of the year’s collections, 
with the same punctuality as he had hitherto done and the 
new emperor, being either engaged with 

Moorshud Cooly 

confirmed in his more interesting concerns, or considering 
Moorshud Cooly as an unambitious and 
* useful servant, conferred on him the united 

offices of Nazim and Dewan , the former of which he had 
hitherto only held as deputy , and at his recommendation, - 
appointed the nephew of Manickchund to be the imperial 
treasurer, or banker, with the title of Juggeet Seat 
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Od die dcaih of S/ed Rc2a Khao, the depot/ Vevna of 
A (U hb nd provmco tho Nunrab procured that 
appoinimem for bit grandton Ikllrxa Auod 
ad Covtab, too of the depot/ Naum of 
Oriua^ whom he loteoded for bis heir with the splendid 
title of Serferax Khao. But, as it was the custom of 
Hiadoostao. that oa the death of an/ public oiBcer or 
immedute servant of the crown all bis wealth and personal 
prcpcit/ were lequettered and taken possession of b/ govern 
meat, leading the famil/ frequent)/ quite destitute, — m 
order to prevent such on occurrence In bit &mil/ the Nuwab 
took the precaution of purchasing from the Talookdar of 
ChoDocolI/ the zemindar/ of the ch/ of Mooribudabad 
and bad the transaction registered in the books of the 
Canoungoes and of the exchequer changing the oamo of 
the new purchaser In compliment to bis grandson to 
Assudnagur that, in the e^entof bU death, the profits of tho 
estate, after pa/lng the ro)al revenue, might /ield to bis 
lamii/ the necessaries of lUe 


He also couferred the office of depul/ Nazim of Dacca 
on Mina Lutf uilah, who married bis granddaughter, and 
procured for him fair own title of Moorshud Cool/ Khan 
thus bestowing upon his own famil/ all the lucraUse offices 
of goicrofficQt, and endcasouriog to render bu name per 
manent in the province. 


As a further proof of the influence which Moorsbad Cool/ 
bad acquired at the court ofDchly it is stated that Ncjum 
Addeeo \I/ Khan a brother of the two celebrated S/cds, who 
had raised Fenokhscro to the throne wished for the title of 
Nasir Jung which bad been formerl/ conferred on tho 
goveraor of Dcogal and who was, b consequence now 
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requested to exchange it tor another equally l>onpurable : 
but the Nawab wrote, with his own hand, to the emperor, 
that he would never pan with the title conferred on him by 
the great Aurungzebe, but wich his life 


Moorshud Cooly Khan was sensible that Bengal owed 
much of its wealth to its external commerce he therefore 
gave every encouragement to foreign merchants, especially 
to the Moghuls and Arabians, from whom he only exacted 

the prescribed duties of 2 j per cent, and did not permit the 

•» 

custom-house officei ) to take more than their regulated fees , 
but he was too keen a politician not to observe with jealousy 
the fortified factories ofnhe Europeans, and the great ad- 
vantages which the English had over the merchants, in conse- 
quence of the firmans , which they had obtained (he said) by 
means of bribery and corruption and tVhich permitted them 
to trade either duty free, or for the paltry consideration of 


The governor 
sets aside the 
privileges of the 
English. 

A, D 1713 


3000 rupees per annum When therefore 
he felt himself perfectly secure in his 
government, (?ie set at nought the orders 
of the prince Shujaa, and of the emperor 
Aurungzebe, and demanded from the 


English,^ either the same duties that were paid by Hindoo 


subjects or a constant renewel of presents, both to himself 


and to all the inferior departments Such conduct, of course, 
irritated the English agents, who wrote a detail of their 


grievances to the Directors of the Company in England, and 


solicited permission to send an embassy to Dehly to Complain 
to the emperor of the Nuwab’s conduct Them suggestion 
was approved of by the Company , and orders were sent to 
the governors of Madras and Bombay, to unite their grievances 
.,in the same petition with those of Bengal 

The nomination of the ambassadors was left to Mr. 
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Hedge*, the gorernor of Calcutta, nbo selected, for this 
purpose Mr John Surman and Edward 
SlcphcnioD t«o of tho ablest factor* In the 
Qcngal service joining to them on 
Arme nian named Khojo Setbaud who anderstood both the 
Engl ish and Persian tanguages, and who had been for mao/ 
jear* the principal merchant In Calcutta. Mr ^VlUlaln 
Hamilton also accompanied the emboss/ as surgeon. 

At tbit period the goiemcncat of Calcutta were ter/ 
Ignorant of the politics and Intrigues of Cba court of DebI/ 
and the ambassadors bad no other lights to direct thefr 
proceedings, than such as the/ obdlned from the Armenian 
tiho although he bad neTerfbceo at Dehl/ had procured a 
certain degree of Information from some of bli countr>men 
whose extensive commercial concerns led them over ever/ 
pan of India and who was ver/ solicitious to be admitted 
Ini this boDQurablo commission in hopes of acquiring a 
lir,.e profit b/ the goods he should carr/ free of charges and 
duties In the train of the embass/ The presents designed 
for the emperor and bis officer* consisted of curious glass 
ware clock work, brocades and the finest manufactures of 
t%^l!ca<clolhs and silks salued. altogether 1130000/ which 
Khoja Serbaud in bii fetters to Dehl/ magnified to fOooooA 
vkd gave such a description of the varieties which aero 
coming that herrokhsere ordered the embats) to bo escorted 
bj ihs governors of the provinces through whoso tcnltorles It 
dlftht pass. Tho train proceeded oii tho Ganges from 
Calcutta to Pauu and thence b/ land to Dehl/ where the/ 
axil cd on the Sih of jvU/, after a march of three months 

The ambusaJoii upon their arrival u court, ver/ 
)uj clouil/ did nat tnake ibcU application thfoU(,b the Vuler 
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Syed Abdullah Khan, or his brother Hussein Aly Khan, the 
Ameer al Omrah , having discovered, that, notwithstanding 
the emperor’s obligations to these two Chiefs, he was not 
attached to them, nor guided by their advice The ambassa- 
dors therefore chose for their patron a person named Khoja 
Hassen, who had accompanied Ferrokhsere from Bengal, and 
upon his accession to the throne had obtained the title of 
Khan Dowran. This person, who held the office of pay- 
master-general, was a great favourite of the emperor's, and 
was admitted to all his councils 

In the mean time, the Nuwab of Bengal, who had from 

the first instant beheld the embassy with great jealously, and 

who considered it as an imputation against the integrity of 

his conduct, took much pains, by his interest with the Vizier 

and his brother the Ameer al Omrah, to thwart its success , and 

probably would have accomplished his 
A D. 1715. ^ ^ , , , , , , 

object, if an accident had not placed the 

English gentlemen, at once, in a high degree of favour with 

the emperor himself 

Ferrokhsere had been for some time engaged to marry 
the daughter of Raja Sing, one of the Rajepoot princes , and 
the bride had arrived, for that purpose, at that capital but 
the emperor, being afflicted with a complaint which all the 
skill of his own physicians could not cure, was under the 
necessity of postponing the marriage At length, in conse- 
quence of the recommendation of Khan 

Mr Hamilton, a 

surgeon, employed Dowran, he permitted Mr. Hamilton, the 
by the emperor. surgeon of the embassy, to attend him ; 

and that gentleman having, by a judicious operation, restored 
the emperor to health, became, very deservedly, a great 
favourite with his majesty, who, m addition to many proofs 
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of the ropl munlficcuci; • promlseO to i^rant in) other fa>our 
he iboold Mr Hamilton iii^iexd of rrqaesting an)* 

funber reward for himself besonuht hii mijeuy to concede 
to the English ambaisadnr^ the oh]<;ct of their miuiom The 
emteror surprised at Mr ff iiniftm s dlilntcrestedncfs pro- 
mi <*d that as soon as the marrh'^t' ccreroonlcfl were over be 
»cu!d take the petition into his s n >us coosideraUoP and 
gnmt the EDglith every induU nee ho could consistent with 
the djgnitj of his own empire 

SbonJ)’ after this conv r^ium tho marrfaga festivals 
commenced and were celchnt t with greater pomp and 
magnlCcencc than had ever iiccn wiineised In HlndooiUn 
This event ioturrupicd all (Mher I u meu and obliged the 
ambas^on to aait forsixiniri ^t^f^rrth j could procure 
a favourable opportunit/ of pii nting their petition. 

\roone the presents given to Mr IlamiliOD on this 
eccas on nero models of all hie surgical instxumcnu, made 
of jre gold In clearing auav die ground for the foundation 
of me new ( hurch in Caicutu about ibin/ /cars ago, the 
tomb stone of Mr Hamilton uas discovered which in 
addition lo an English epluph bore a I'enlon Inicrlpuon 
thus iranilaled b/ Mr Cjlidnln UiilUm Hamilton 
*"rhjrsicun in the service of the tn^IUh Compan)r who 
had accompanied the English ambassaxlor to the enUghteoed 
prcieocc and having mode hls own name famous in the four 
juvners of the earth by the cure of the emperor the asylum 
ofthcuoflcJ lohim^icd I* rru*hsccf tho victorIrHis and with 
a ihouun 1 111) cullies bavii „ burned permission from tho 
coun vjIuJj is ihtj refu e oi lii u-iv tse to reauo *lo his 
j u> , bjr iho Di im dc I c tai ibo fouflii of December 
I 17 d ei uj Csicuua, and is bun d here ’ 
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It was at length presented, in the month of January 5 and 

besides various subjects of complaint from 
A, D 1719 . j , 

Bombay and Madras, stated the numerous 

impositions practised by the Nuwab of Bengal, and his 

inferior officers Tt therefore prayed — ^ 

“That a dusiuck, or passport, signed by the president of 
Calcutta, should exempt the goods it specified from being 
stopped or examined by the officers of the Bengal government, 
under any pretence 

“That the officers of the mint, at Moorshudabad, should at 
all times, when reouired, allow three days in the week for 
the coinage of the English Company’s money 

‘‘That all persons, whether Europeans, or natives, who 
might be indebted or accountable to the Company, should be 
delivered up to the Presidency at Calcutta, o'n the first 
demand. 

“ That the English might purchase the lordship of 
thirty-eight towns, with the same immunities as the prince 
Azeem Ooshan had permitted them to buy Calcutta, Chutta- 
nutty, and Govindpoie.” 

Khan Dowran, whom the ambassadors had chosen as 
-their patron, not danng openly to espouse their cause, ad- 
vised them to act as if they had no other reliance than on 
Syed Abdullah Khan, the Vizier and the emperor, al- 
though he professed a general approbation of the petition, 
directed the several articles to be discussed by the different 
officers of the state, to whose cognizance they were deemed 
to belong 

This subjected the whole petition to the judgment of the 
Vizier , who, not without candour, disputed all the material 
articles, and readily allowed those of less importance A 
second and a third petition were therefore presented to the 
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Icroperor m consequence of which the Vixier vnu at length 
induced to give up xU hU objections but to the great disap- 
pointment of the ambassadors, the mandates were issued not 
under the emperor's but under the seal of the Vijicr , which 
although carrying great autbonty In provinces near the 
capital was likely to be hide respected by the distant 
Mceroys to whom these orders were addreued 


To increase the dliBcoliies of the embassy, Khoja 
Serhaud having been checked by his colleagues in some 
irregular proccedingi perplexed all their operations, and, as 
they thought, betrayed their councils No\cnhelcis, 'Messrs, 
Stephenson and Surmon with great steadiness and becoming 
spirit returned the mandates and determined to wait until 
they should obtain patents under the imperial seal 


In the mean ume the agents of the Nuwab of Dengnl 
^ ^ exerted themselves to thwart the moosunj 

as much as possible and by theu* InOuence 
and bnbery postponed the business for fourteen months At 
length tho ambassadors were ad-ised to bnbo a favourite 
eunuch in the seraglio and although not very sanguine in 
ihcir expectations from this measure were luduccd to comply 
and to Uielr great surprise as soon as the 
money was paid the \ kicr and all hli 
emperor dependants, appeared as much inclined to 
A.D i;i7 fomard tbcir views as they had hitherto 
been averse and soon after thirty four patents, erabraang 
ail the different subjects of the petition, were issued in the 
emperor's name and the principal ones authenticated by 
the imperial seat* 


Sefi Appendix 
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These papers were delivered to the ambassadors before 
they had discovered the real cause of their success , which, 
however, was explained to them * before they left Dehly, by 
one of Khan Dowran’s officers , 

In the year 1687,* a little while before the fleet from 
England began to take the Moghul ships, the English 
agents at Surat retired to Bombay, and continued there till 
peace was restored During the penod the ambassadors 
were at Dehly, president of Bombay, finding that the expenses 
of the factory at Surat, m consequences of the impositions 
practised by the Moghul officers, far exceeded the profits, 
had ordered it to be withdrawn , and the governor of Surat, 
reasoning from former experience, took the alarm, and j 
firmly believed that a fleet was on its way from England, to 
commit hostilities, as in 1687 , which would have been 
attended v^ith the same consequences, as many valuable 
ships, belonging to the Moghul merchants, were then at sea 
He therefore wrote privately to the eunuch, who, he knew, 
■had great influence over the emperor, and was highly 
respected by the Vizier, to represent to them the dangerous 
consequences of a further refusal of the English petition. 
This suggestion was readily listened to both by the emperor 
and Abdullah Khan, and the eunuch, foreseeing the change 
that would shortly ensue, determined to reap some advantage 
from his intelligence, and imposed himself on the ambassa- 
dors as the sole author and instigator of the measure. 

The ambassadors, having thus accomplished the object 
of their mission, took leave of the emperor 
* \n the month of July, two years after their 

arrival at Dehly. The patents addressed to the Soubah of 


28 


* See pase 3485 
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the Dekkan and Ite Nuwab of Giuerat took effect oi toon 
os they wens publUhed, becani© they afforded no political 
pretext for oppoilUon , bat In Bengal their meaning wo* 
much dJiputed or evaded 

The article which permitted the English to pnrclme 
thxity*^ght towns would have given them a district extending 
tea miles ooulb of Calcutta, along the banki on each side of 
Hoogly river of which the passage lu this extent, might have 
been easily commanded, by the erection of batteries or 
redoubts at the tame time that the revenue of the tract would 
have defrayed the expense and the possession of such a tract 
would have brought under their subjection and authority a 
considerable namber of the Moghul subjects. 

The prudent foresight of Moorshud Cooly Shan, added 
to his resentment at the success of the embass) made him 
behold with iadlgnatlon the concession o! thiS article but 
not daring openly to oppose (he Imncrial mandate, be privately 
threatened the proprietors of the land with denundationi of 
his Vengeance If they parted with their grounds to the Eogliih 
upon any terms that should be offered and the Company s 
servants coodding too much in the sanction of the emperor s 
Erman, neglected the more efficacious meant of brlbiog 
the Nuwab to compliance with their wishes. Thus the 
most Impotent concession which bad been obtained by the 
embauy was entirely (roilratcd 

The Nuwab however compiled with the orders contained 
in the firu article and the privilege of granting duxtutU or 
paupons, by ibe presldcsl of Calcuua. was recogolied all 
over the province This circumstance greatly augmented and 
faclliuted the circulation of the English trade which now no 
longer paid cuuoms nor was liable to be stopped by the 
officeis of government. But a quciUcn arose, whether tbo 
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English were entitled, under the privil^e, to participate in the 
internal commmerce of Bengal, by carrying the manufactures or 
products of one part of the province to another The 
emperor's firman implied no restrictions , but the Nuwab 
insisted that the immunity extended only to such articles as 
were either imported, or intended to be exported, by sea ; 
alleging, that jas salt, betelnut, tobacco, and several other 
articles of general consumption, were either farmed out in 
monopolies, or taxed with heavy duties, if the English were 
allowed to trade in these articles, it would not only be a great 
injury to all the other merchants, but a very considerable 
diminution of the public revenue 


Convinced as much by the reasoning of the Nuwab, as 
deterred by his power, the servants of the Company receded 
from their pretensions and applied themselves to make the 
most advantage of those privileges which were not contested 
Success produced new adventurers , and besides a number of 
English private merchants licensed by the 
of C^alcutt^"^ Company, Calcutta was, in a short time, 
peopled by Portuguese, Armenian, Moghul 
and Hindoo merchants, who carried on their commerce under 
the protection of the English flag thus the shipping belonging 
to the port, in the course of ten years after the embassy, 
amounted to ten thousand pounds and many individuals 
amassed fortunes, without injuring the Company’s trade, or 
incurring the displeasure of the Moghul government The 
president, nevertheless, found it requisite to conciliate the 
Nuwab frequently, by presents, in order to secure the 
Company’s investments, and to facilitate the course of 
their business at the subordinate factories; but the inhabi- 
tants of Calcutta enjoyed, after the return of the embassy, 
a degree of freedom and security unknown to the other 



iubJccU of the Mopiaf empire aud Uut citjr m cooic 
quence, inaeated jeail/ in extent, beauty and nchea. 

Id the year 1130 Moonhud Cooiy Khan obtained from 
court the paienu be bad long aollcited 
A. D X71& conferring on him the government of Behai* 
ia addition to the united oScea of Nailm and Deaan of 
BcDgal and Orrim , which threw into hit bands greater 
powers than had been eniniaied to any governor since the 
introduction of the emperor Akbar'a regulations 

In the year of the Hijlra 1131 the unfortunate Fcrrokhcro 
D«^ho(P<r ^ death t by the very 

r<>Whi*r«, fiertons who bad raised him to ibo 

A.D 1719. , , ^ 

'arone and the Uo young pnneef 

RuSeb ad Clrjaut, and Rufleb ad Dowbh in tbs 
cooxse of seven months occupied the throne and their 
coiEns p scarcely allordiDg time to the 
governor of Bengal to manifest the loyalty 
of his iateoiloDs. But as roon u i^foham 
tned Sbab was brinly seated on the throne 
the Kuwab prepared the usual prescius 
and forwarded them with the collections of the year to 
Dchly and, in return was coohrnicd in his government. 

In the year 1 135 after the murder of the two Syeds Moor 
ahud Cooiy tvhan again forwarded more valuable presents 
to the emperor with a congratulatory letter on his success. 
He at the time remitted to the Vlalers the coUectloo for 


Tb* N wsb can. 

&rcsed in bit 10 
ctotBc t by Mo. 

''Lab, 
Feb. 1730. 


* See Scott s History ol the Dekkan, A. D 1719 
■f kor the two or three first years of Ferrokbseres reign, 
OregovcnmicDt of Behar was be d by Ameer Junilah , but 
was altcrwsrds confened on Ser Balund Khan, who at this 
time was removed to CabuL 
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the last year ; and by such conduct, at a time that the other 
governors were very remiss m their duty, maintained his 
reputation and influence at court 

About this period, the government of Bengal was m some 
measure disturbed by an attempt at insurrection, by two 
of the Afghan zemindars of Mahmoodabad , who, having 
collected a number of followers, plundered the adjoining 
districts, and had even the audacity to seize upon 60,000 
rupees of the public treasure which was on the way to 
Moorshudabad As soon as intelligence of this circumstance 
reached the Nuwab, he ordered Ahsen Aly Khan, the Fouje- 
der of Hooghly, to march against the insurgents : and that 
officer having, by a rapid movement, surprised them, took 
them all prisoners, and sent them loaded with chains to the 
Nuwab, who confiscated all the property, transferred their 
zemmdaries to Ramjiwun, his favourite Hindu collector 
and condemned them (being Mohammedans) to perpetual 
imprisonment . but in order that the government should not 
be losers by this disturbance, and to prevent a repetition 
of similar outrages, he caused all the, zemindars in the vicinity 
of Mahmoodabad to pay their proportion of the 60,000 
rupees, public money, which had been plundered. 

Moorshud Cooly was indefatigable m the extirpation of 
robbers Wherever a robbery was committed, he compelled 
the Foujedar, or the zemindar, either to find out the thief, 
or to recover the property The goods, or their equivalent 
m money, were always restored to the persons who had been 
robbed , and the thief, whenever caught, was impaled alive 

At Cutwah and Moorshudgunge he erected guard-houses, 
for the protection of travellers , and gave the command of 
the police guards to one of his slaves, named " Mohammed 
Jan, who was of a savage disposition and who was always 
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aOeaded b/ a band of executioners and whenever he cangbt 
s thief used to Iho bodj split in two and hang upon 
trees on the high road from which drcomstances bo was 
nick named the Kolbareh or axe. 

B/ these severe means daring IHIorshud C00I7 Khans 
government, tiaTcileri were protected on the roads, and ever/ 
man slept securely in his own house. 

Having in the preceding pages given what may be termed 
the dark side of Aloorsbud Cooly Khan s piaure we have 
now much pleasure in reversing the objea , although we fear 
the portrait will still not be approved of by Englishmen Both 
Met are horever dra sn f}ib va u au li i v. lO ulmyugh 
anonymoos, is alloaed, by the Mobammedans to have 
written wUb truth and impartlaluv * ‘ 

^Excepting Shaitiah Khan there has not appeared m 
Bengal nor Indeed In any pan of Hindoosian an Ameer 
who can be compared wUb Moorihud 

CkSTAderol th* 

N wAb. Cooly for seal In the propagation of the 

faith , for wisdom lathe estabUibmeot of laws and regula 
tiooj for maniGcence and hberaJUy In the encouragerpeul 
and support given to menol family and eminence lor rigid 
and impartial {uitice in redressing wrongs and punlsUiag 
offenders In short whose whole adnimuiratloo so much 
tended to the benefit of maoklod and the glory of the Creator 
** His jtUlclal decLilons Were so rational oud proper that 


* Thu work was translated and publUbed by h Gladwin 
Eaq, In Calcuua, D 17W under the uUo of a Yiirr^nt 
tf tht TruMtMiums in but the greater part of It has 

[ been iaaerled lathe Al|«u AjtnljUtm and some extracts 
from U are given in the irJuJki a Ut« lllodoortony 

work. 
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they were as much respected and obeyed as the decrees of 
those monarchs whose names are most renowned for equity 
and justice He was such an observer of his word, that he 
never failed m the performance of any engagement , he slept 
but little, and carefully observed the stated times of prayer ; 
from breakfast to noon he employed himself in copying the 
Koran and in administering justice and every year he sent 
Korans of his own writing, with valuable offerings, to Mecca, 
Medina, and other holy places. 

“He maintained above two thousand readers, beadsmen, 
and chanters, who were constantly employed in reading the 
Koran, and in othei acts of devotion, During the first twelve 
days of the month Rubby al Avul, which include the birth and 
death of the holy prophet, he feasted people of all conditions 
and on those nights, the road from Maheenagur to Lall Raugh, 
which is above tliree miles, was illuminated with lamps, re- 
presenting verses of the“Koran, mosques, trees, and other 
figures. Nearly a hundred thousand persons were»employed 
nn these occasions , and, on the firing of a gun, the whole was 
illuminated at once, exhibiting, in an instant, such a sheet of 
light as astonished the beholders He also kept the festival of 
the prophet Khizer, when paper boats, decorated with lighted 
lamps, were set afloat upon the river * 

“Besides feeding a multitude of people, he also provided 
food for the beasts of the fie^ and the fowls of the air 

“He always provided against famine, and severely pro- 
hibited all monopolies of grain ; he constantly made private 
'inquiries concerning the market-price of 'grain , and whenever 
he discovered any imposition, the offenders suffered the most 
'exemplary punishments If the importation o£ gram to the' 


* See Nete, page 264. 
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citJe« and towns fell short of vhit Jiad been usual he sent 
officers loto the couatr/ whn broke open the hoards of In- 
dividuals and compelled them to carry their grain to the public 
markets. Rice was then commonly sold, at ^loorshudsbad 
at four maunds for a nipe«» and the prices of other provisions 
were in proportion He also strictly prohibited the exporutlon 
of groin and the Foujedarof Hoogbly bad express orders to 
see that no ship belonging to Europeans or others was 
suffered to carry away more than was sufficient for the victual 
mg of the crew during their intended voyage neither were 
any merchants suffered to have any stores of grain. 

“He was so punctual in the performance of all tokens of 
respect towards his lovereign that be would not sit down in a 
ropl host and aheo in the rainy season the emperors s fleet 
of state beau came from Dacca, for an exhibition be went out 
to meet (t and turning his face towards the seat of govern 
ment made bis obeisance presented hli nutxir and kissed the 
deck of the royal barge Engagemeou between elephanta 
being problbUed from court, he did not allow them within his 
jorisdictioa^ but used to exhibit and be prei»ent at those bet rcen 
elephants and tigers and other animals He took no delight 
m bunting he never Indulscd bimsell with spirituous liquors 
nor any ioioxlcating drugs, neither did be amuse himself 
«uh lingers or dancers. He always kept constant to one lawful 
wife and out of his excess of delicacy would not suffer any 
strange *om<n. or eunuchs, to enter the apariroems of his 
sarigllo 

“lie derplied all the reffnements of luxury, and particularly 
in dress and refrained from every thing that U prohIbUeJ In 
the law Ho Ugh seasoned dishes were served up to bis Ubis , 
neither froren sberbt is, nor creams but only plain Icc Dur 
isgihe«ln.er Khjrtr Khan, his bouie alewaxJ uicd to collcst. 
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in the mountains^ of Rajeraahal, a sufficient stock of ice for the- 
rest of the year and the whole was done at the expense of the 
Zemindars of that district In the mangoe season, there was 
stationed at Rajemahel an overseer^ who used to keep a re- 
gular account of the choicest mangoe-trees in Maldah, Kut- 
walee, and Hosseinpoor , and his guards were placed over 
them, to see that no one purloined the fruit and that it w^ 
regularly sent to Murshudabad The Zemindars furnished 
every thing that was required for this purposes and they durst 
not cut down a mangoe-tree, touch any of the fruit, that the 
overseer had appreciated to the nazim’s table 
“He possessed very extensive learning, and paid great respect 
to men who were eminent for their piety or erudition he wrote 
with great elegance, and was a remarkable fine penman his 
skill in arithmetic enabled him to scrutinize all accounts him- 
self he signed all orders and accounts with red ink he was a 
brave soldier, and a liberal benefactor, upright and just in all 
his dealings, the steady protector of the weak , so that during" 
his government, the meanest peasant was secured from in- 
justice and oppression 

“ He made no retrenchments in any royal grants or those- 
of former Shubahdars, in charitable purposes , but, on the con^ 
trary, increased them no zemindar or Aumil could with im- 
punity, oppress any one Vakeels were continually m search 
of complainants , and whenever they met'with any person who 
had reason to be dissatisfied, they used every endeavour to 
pacify him , but if it happened that a well-founded complaint 
reached the ears of Moorshud Cooly, the offender was sure to- 
suffer severely. If the officers of justice, out of partiality, or 
respect to rank, neglected to redress the meanest person, upon 
a representation thereof from the party aggreived, the Nawab 
tried the cause himself, and his decisions shewed neithec 
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fiToar DOT affectloD to any one the rich and tho poor beariitf 
eqoal valoe in hit tight* 

Id the beginning of the government of Monhud Cooljr 
the Cutwal f of Hoogly forcibly took away a young girl from 
the boose of her father a Moghol and Ahtenullab the Fouae 
dar of that place, tapering tho offence to pass unnoticed the 
father carried hU complaint before the Nuwab who command 
ed that the offender should be stoned to death conformably 
to the ordinance of the Koran and notwithstanding all the 
eniroatlet of Ahsenallah who was a great favourite, tho sen 
tence was actoally executed 

A ^fahomeJ^r^ beggar humg isl d chan ^ of Elodra 
bund, a Hindoo landholder of Chunakholly he was displeased 
at his manner and turned him out of the 
^*^bjgouy^ house The Fakier collected together a 
number of bricks, with which be ereaed a 
-wall on Blndrabund s road, and gave It the name of a mosque 
and from it called the people to prajer Whenever Blndra* 
bund passed that way, be vociferated the summons to prayer 
and so vexed him that In rage he threw domn some of the 
bricks abused the fakier and drove bim away The fakicr 
complained to hloorsbud Cooly and Cazy Mohammed 

NoiwUbitandlng the high encomiums which are here 
bellowed upon (be go^eromcm of Murshud Cooly bli memory 
Is UBncrully execrated by the Hindoos^ who contcmplato 
wjih bcarifeli |oy the happy Influence of the Drltlib sway over 
these regions whereby they have been relieved from iho 
direful cflccis of MabomeJon superuiUont, and arc peiou- 
neoUy secured from the merciless hand of tyranny rspacUy 
ani eppresaon. 


f Mayor ol the towo. 
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Sheref, in an assembly of men learned in the law, sentenced 
Bindrabund to be put to death. The Nuwab was not willing 
to take away his life , and asked the Cazy whether there was 
not any Way of evading the strict letter of the law, to save 
the poor Hindoo The Cazy answered, ‘there ma} be so 
much delay as to allow time for his intercessor to be put to 
death first , but after that, he must absolutely be executed.’ 
All the endeavours of Moorshud Cooly, in his behalf, were 
ineffectual , and although Bindrabund was recomended to the 
emperor’s mercy by the prince Azeem Ooshan, yet it was of 
no avail for the Cazy killed him with an arrow from his 
own hand After the e\ecu>iun, Azeem Ooshan complained 
to Aurungzebe, that Cazy Monmmed Sheref had killed 
Bindrabund in a fit of insanity , but the emperor wrote with 
his own hand on the-prince’s letter, ‘Cazy Sheref is on the 
side of God.’ At the death of Aurungzebe, Cazy Sheref 
applied for leave to resign , and all the entreaties of the 
Nuwab could not prevail upon him to continue m office. 

“The Nuwab, being now far advanced in years, and find- 
ing his health decline very fast, gave orders for building his 
tomb, with a mosque, and a kthtareh ( a square, with shops, 
&c ). Morad Ferash, a confidential but menial servant, was the 
person employed to superintend the work. He pitched upon 
a spot situated in the Khass Talook, on the east side of the 
city. He pulled down all the neighbouring Hindoo temples, 
and used the materials for rising the new work The zemin- 
dars, and other Hmdoos, would have preserved their temples 
^t any price , but no entreaties or bribes could prevail . not 
one was left standing in, Moorshudabad, or at the distance of 
four days’ journey from it In the remote villages, many of 
the Hindoos’ houses were threatened with destruction, upon 
pretence of their being dedicated to religious uses ; and they 
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were accenital«d to redeem them bj the pR/meat of a sum 
of money The serrRnts of Hindoos of all ranks were com 
pelled to work unless their masters paid for tbelr release 
So great was the dread of MoraJ that no one dared to com 
plain bis written orders were circulated throughout the 
country and implicity obe>ed Dy these meant In the coarse 
of a jear the buildings we a completed sad a gtMgf (a 
public market where dunes arc collected) annexed to the 
kebtareb to keep the whole m repair 

In the year lijS 2iIoorshud Cooly Khan, approben 
si\e that be bad not long to lire ex 

A D 1734. 

erted al( his interest and Influence m 
the court of Debly to preserve the succession to his govern* 
meat for bis grandson, Serferax Kban and in all probabllt) 
might have succeeded * h d not a poserful nval opposed bis 
rievi in tbe person of Shiijaa Addeen Khao the father of 
the joungman then dopuci go -sraor of Onssa , who by hli 
equability of temper generosity and urict admioitiration of 
justice bad rendered bImseU respected and beloved In the 
province which be governed 

This person aware ol tbo inlcniions of the Kuwab 
priniely employed inteibgent agents to carry on a cones* 
pondence and nc^ollate for him with Khan Dowran, who 
bad succeeded S)ed Hussein Mr Khan as Ameer al Omrah 
and ^ho was a great farouriie wnh the emperor Between these 
personages it was arranged ibai Khan Dowran should procure 

Si this (eriod Nisam of dfoolk had rcbeUeJ, and had 
taken poiscsi.on of tbo Dckkrn. Tbe provinca of Goteral 
had aiio revolted and tbe miniturs of Jloha'nmed Shah were 
al vaiuac* and jealoos uf each other iyct Sj/fj J/u/irf •f 
iSt 



•SECT. VI J 




the appointment of Subahdar or governor for himself, but 
-that he would nominate Shujaa Addeen his deputy m the 

provinces of Bengal and Orissa 

Supported by so powerful a patron, Shujaa began to devise 
the means of success , and for this purpose, he, under various 
pretences, dismissed several of his bravest ofiBcers to Moor- 
shudabad He also collected a number of boats for the speedy 
conveyance of his troops, should the event occur in the rainy 
season , and he established a private post, to bring him, twice a 
day, intelligence of the state of the Nuwab’s health At length, 
having received authentic information that Moorshud Cooly 
could not survive more than a few days, he appointed Moham- 
med Tuck^e Khan, his son by a concubine, to be his re- 
presentative m Orissa , and, attended by his confidential 
officers and a select corps of cavalry, he^ quitted Cuttack , and 
before his arrival at Moorshudabad, he received, on the same 
day, positive accounts of the Nuwab’s death, and his cre- 
dentials from Khan Dowran, constituting him deputy governor 
of the provinces of Bengal and Orissa, Furnished with this 
document, he proceeded with expedition to the seat of govern- 
ment , and alighting at the palace called the Chehel Seioon 
( forty pillars ), summoned all the public officers to attend 
him ; and upon their arrival produced his patents, which he 
caused to be read aloud, and without opposition took 
possession of the musnud , after which he received the con- 
gratulations of all the persons present, and caused the event 
: to be notified by the shrill sounds of the 

A, p 1725 imperial music This circumstance occur- 

red early in the year of the Hejira 1139 

Previous to Moorshud Cooly Khan's decease, he appointed 
^his grandson, Serferaz Khan, his public and private successor, 
and sole executor of his last testament ; and, having delivered 
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imo neceuiotcd to redeem them bj* the pa/ment ol a sum 
of monex The servunU of Hindoos of all ranks were com 
pelled to work, unJeis their masters paid for their release 
So great was the dread of MoraJ, that no one dared to com 
pUin hii written orders were circulated throughout the 
country and impUcity obeyed Dr these raeani in the course 
of a jear the buildings wc e completed, and a ffttiigf (a 
public market where duucs arc collected) annexed to the- 
kebureb to keep the whole In repair 

In the year n^S 'tfoorshud Cooly Khan apprehen- 

. si^o that ho had not long to lire ex 

A D 

erted alt his Interest and inHuence or 
tbs comt of Dehly to presenre (he succession to bis govern 
ment for hU grandson, Serferax Kbait and in ail probsbilty' 
might have succeeded * hsd not a pooeriul nval opposed bis 
tietrr /n the person of Shujaa Addc<n Khan, the father of 
the joungmao then depuiv governor of Orum , who by bit 
equability of temper generosity and sula administration of 
]u«Uce had rendered himself respected and beloved In the 
province which bo governed 

Tfaii person aware of the iiitentioni of the Nuvab 
privately employed iotelUgenl a5cnt« to carry on a corres* 
poodence and ncgollat** for him nith Khan Dowran who 
bid succeeded Syed llusiein Mr Khan as Ameer al Omrab 
and who was a great favourite with ihe emperor Between these 
persoiUacs It was arranged that Khan Dowraa should procure 

* \t this period Niaam if ^loolk had rebelled ami had 
taken poiKiiion of iIjq Pcxjam TTie province of Gurerat 
had also revolted , and ibo mlnliurs of Slohammed Shah were 

at variance and jealous of each oil cr hco //u/jrr e/* 
tki I>tlUa 
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the appointment of Subahdar or governor for himself, but 
that he would nominate Shu]aa Addeen his deputy in the 

provinces of Bengal and Orissa ^ 

Supported by so powerful a patron, Shujaa began to devise 
the means of success , and tor this purpose, he, under various 
pretences, dismissed several of his bravest officers to Moor- 
shudabad He also collected a number of boats for the speedy 
conveyance of his troops, should the event occur in the rainy 
season , and he established a private post, to bring him, twice a 
day, intelligence of the state of the Nuwab’s health At length, 
having received authentic information that Moorshud Cooly 
could not survive more than a few days, he appointed Moham- 
med Tuckde Kdian, his son by a concubine, to be his re- 
presentative in Orissa , and, attended by his confidential 
officers and a select corps of cavalry, hev quitted Cuttack ; and 
before his arnval at Moorshudabad, he received, on the same 
day, positive accounts of the Nuwab’s death, and his cre- 
dentials from Khan Dowran, constituting him deputy governor 
of the provinces of Bengal and Orissa Furnished with this 
document, he proceeded with expedition to the seat of govern- 
ment , and alighting at the palace called the Chehel Setoon 
( forty pillars ), summoned all the public officers to attend 
him f and upon their arrival produced his patents, which he 
caused to be read aloud, and without opposition took 
possession of the musnud , after which he received the con- 
gratulations of all the persons present, and caused the event 
' to be notified by the shrill sounds of the 

A, D 1725 imperial music This circumstance occur- 

-red early in the year of the Hejira 1139 

Previous to Moorshud Cooly Khan’s decease, he appointed 
■'his grandson, Serferaz Khan, his public and private successor, 
and sole executor of his last testament , and, having delivered 
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ortr to him the kejrs of all bit treaxoret and >‘aluable effects, 
ho admonished him to beha\e with justice and humanity to all 
those who were placed under his authority soon after which 
bo departed this transitory life Serferaa Kbas Imraeditately 
sent intelligence of this event to Dehly he 
also wrote to his father (of whose intentions 
he had no tnipicion ) to acquaint him of 
the drcumstancei and conformably to Instructions contained 
in his gTandfather*! will deposited his remains In the tomb 
which bad been previously prepared, tinder tbo steps of the 
newly erected mosque He then assured all the public olheers 
of his intention to retain them in their stations, should bo 
be con&rmed in the government and afterwards removed all 
the treasure and effecu of the deceased from the palace to hls^ 
own house 

Of the tuit Interview betaeen the father and son, after this 
event, there bare been two accounts written In the ^tir 
^CtUaVitrttn It Is stated, that the first Intclllgenci. Seferaz 
Khan had of his fathers arrival was from the sound of the 
imperial music Astonished by the noise he inquired tbo 
cause and, to bis niter confusion learned the unexpected eront. 
He immediately called a council of bis inUmate friends who 
unanimously advised him that as bis father had received and 
proclaimed bis commission had taken poiiesiloa of the palace 
and was acknowledged by the public officers ho bad only to 
submit with a good grace The young man either agreeing 
in opinion with his friends or averse to oppose bis parent 
hastend without any rcUnuo to tbo palace fell at his fathers- 
feel and congratulated blmtupon bis accession to governmenL 
In the work transiated by Mr Gladwin It is related that 
Setferas Khan received caily InteiUgcnce of the approach of 
hli father and that bo nude preparations to oppoio him bu 
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that his mother and grandmother, both women remarkable 
for their prudence and great sagacity, and for whom he 
entertained the utmost affection and respect, interposed, and 
represented to him, that his father being an old man, could 
not keep him long out of the government, or at least, from the 
inheritance to Moorshud Cooly Khan’s private estate , and 
therefore advised him to be satisfied, for the present, with the- 
office of Dewan of Bengal , and not to be guilty of the horrid' 

< 

impiety of appearin'^ in arras against his father, which would 
fix a reproach upon his name to all eternity. These arguments 
prevailed to entirely over the ambition of Serferaz Khan, that 
he advanced to meet his father, and conducted him to 
Moorshudabad , and, after resigning to him the palace, retired 
to his own house at Nuktakhaly , and from that time never 
failed to pay his respects to him every morning. 
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NUWAB motimun al moolk, shujaa 
addeen MOHAJMED khan, shuj^a ad 
DOWLAH, ASSUD JUNG. BEHADUR. 

Origin of Shoju Addeea Khan— Murloi the daughter of 
Moorihud Cooly Khan — Appointed dcpui/ gotcnior of Onua 
— ^Takei Into hit lervlce two brother*, named Bajf Vhmed 
and Aljr Verdy Khan — Shajaa \ddceo obtain* the deputy 
gosemment of Bengal and OiUta — Appofcu hi* *on Dewan 
of the province — Rclcajci the temindar* from lhc:r captivity — 
Send* a large sum of money and \ar1oui preaenti. to the 
emperor Mohammed Shah~Diitnbuies the subordinato 
appointments among his friends— >Rcmli* the revenues 
regularly lo Debly — Instances of bis msgnl&cence and 
ch^t}-~lQcreasct his army — Becomes Indolent and iuxuriouj 
-<CoQitrucu a beautiful garden In the vicinity of Moorsbu 
dabad— 'The province of Bebar attain annexed to the govern 
mtnt of Bengal — 1 be Nuaab appoint* Aly Verdy Khan to be 
bU deputy In Debar — ,Vly Verdy proceeds to Patna— Takes 
mto hU service a corps of Afghan* — Subdue* the refraoory 
temlndais — Promoted by the emperor — iVs^asalnatc* the 
Afghan Chief — Reasons assigned lor this conduct — Origin 
of the Ostend hast India Company — One of their ships 
amves In Bengal . the commander of which applies for and 
obtains, ground to erect a factory at Bank) baiar —The trade 
ilourlibes — The agents surround factory with a wall and 

basuoDS— The emperor of Germany withdraws bis charter 
from the Company — ^Tbe commerce siUl carried on by 
individuals- The English selxo one of the Austrian ships — 
Prevail upon the Kuwab to order the (ottUtcalions of Hanky 
baaar to be destroyed — The Germans oppose these measures 
—The Nuwab s troops lay siege to the factory — The native 
servants desert- The agent wounded — hmbaru with the few 
huropeans on board one ot their own ships and quits Bengal 
—The faooty desuoytd — \ di pule between ibo English of 
Cakuaa and the Foujedar of Hoogly — The kingdom of 
Tqperab made a province of me Moghul Empire — 
Dumislooi between the Nuwab s sons — Death of Mohammed 
Tu u* Khan— The Nuwab appoints MoorshuJ Cool/ Khan 
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to be his deputy m Orissa, and Serferaz Khan governor of 
Dacca— Evemplary character of Jeswont Roy, Dewan of 
Dacca, who reduces the price of grain, and opens the western 
gate erected by Shaista Khan— Resigns his office— Sayid 
Ahmed, Foujedar of Rungpore, invades Dinagepore ’and 
Gooch Behar, and obtains much treasure — The Nuwab 
appoints Serferaz Khan his heir — His death. 

This officer was, by descent, an Afshar, of the tribe of 
who formerly innabited Khorassan, the eastern 
province of Persia, and were esteemed the bravest soldiers in 
that kingdom He was born in the city of Bhoorhampore, in 
the Dekkan, and during his youth, having contracted an 
intimacy with Moorshud Cooly Khan, who was then Dewan 
of Hyderabad, married his only daughter, named Zynet-al- 
Nissa, Begum , by whom he had a son called ^Iirza Assud- 
allah, whose title was Serferaz Khan he had also another 
son by a concubine, named Mohammed Tuckee 

When Moorshud Cooly was appointed Dewan of Bengal, 
his son-in-law accompanied him thither , and upon tne 
former being promoted to the united governments of Bengal 
and Orissa, he sent the latter, as his deputy, to govern Orissa 
In this situation Shujaa Addeen Khan, conducted himself as 
a public officer, with much propriety . but being of a luxurious 
disposition, and addicted to gallantry, he gave much offence 
to his wife , who in consequence separated from him, and, 
with her son, went to reside at Moorshudabad. 

Shortly after this event, a person, named Mirza Moham- 
med, who had married 'a near relation of Shujaa Addeen 
Khan, came, with his two sons, from Dehly to Cuttack , and 
were all three admitted into the service of the governos 
The senior of the brothers was named Hazy* Ahmed , the 
— * ^jy IS a title conferred on all persons who have made 
the pilgrimage to Mecca he had just returned from Arabia. 

29 
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]ao!or Mini Mohimmcd Aly beUer by the title of 

Ail Verdj Khan. Tbe«« were both men of liberal edocadon 
and distlnguiibed abilities and b/ their coonseli, not only 

ingraiuted theouelTes with the governor 
A. D ijac .... 

but rendered hit government popular, res 

pcctablc, and bcncflclal to the empire 

In the prececdlog chapter it has been stated, that when 
Moorthud Cooljr Khan found his dissolution approaching he 
bad endeavoured to procure the succession to bis government 
for bis grandson Serferas Khan , but that Sbu}aa Addeen 
bad by the eaertions of bis agents at Dehly effected a 
different arrangemrnt by which he was nominated the deputy 
of Khan Dowran the Ameer al Omrab who had procured 
from the emperor the government for blmielf and that 
SbujaaAddeen by hhi dexterous management had obtained’ 
pouettloo of his office without any opposition. 

The governor in order to reward his son for hU forbear 
ance and to reconcile bimiclf to bis wife nominated the 
former Dewao of Bengal but as that office required an 
Iniimate knowledge of accounts and much aiientioa to 
basinets, be appointed Roy Alum Chuod the comptroller of 
the hooscbold, to be (he deputy of the }OUDg man b) which 
the laiicr was relieved from all the toils and respoosIblUiy of 
the office and bis father was satlsBed that the duty would bo 
dill^inily performed The Nuwab immediately aficr selected 
a council coatUtlng of the two brothers lUly Ahmed and 
Mj^trJyKban Roy \ium ChunJ for whom he procured 
the uue of Uoy Ro)an and the ImperUl bsoier Ju^gui Scat 
and by ihcit aj»lcc comlucud himself in all the measures of 
kii i,oi«intacni. The two latter were Hindoos and were 
well ac juaiauj wuh the minute details of business and off the 
reji <.ac.es of the revenue dcyartnmenL 
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Shujaa Addeen commenced his government by an act of 
clemency and justice, which does him the highest honour, and 
rendered him extremely popular through all the three 
provinces. 

He gave orders that the unhappy zemindars, who had 
been kept in a miserable state of confinement during the long 
government of his predecessor, should, upon giving security 
for their good conduct, be permitted to return to their families 
and homes, and to the management of their farms 

He also immediately .despatched the sum of forty lacs of 
rupees^ in specie, being part of the private fortune of his father- 
in-law, to the court of Mohammed Shah , and sent also a 
number of elephants, and other valuable presents, to the 
emperor and to his ministers ; in return for which he received 
a confirmation of his appointment, as governor of Bengal and 
Orissa , a commission of commander of 7000 horse , and the 
additional titles of Motimun-al-MooIk, Shujaa-ad-Dowlah, 
Assud Jung, Behadur 

The government of Behar was however again separated, 
and conferred on an officer named Nusserityar Khan, and 
afterwrds on Fakher-ad-Dowlah As soon as Shujaa Addeen 
was confirmed ^in his government, he disposed of the public 
appointments amongst his connections and friends in the 
following manner to his son Serferaz Khan, as formerly 
mentioned^ the office of Dewan , to his other son, Mohammed 
Tuckee, the government of Orissa He confirmed Moorshud 
Cooly Khan, his son-in-law m the deputy government of 
Dacca. To the three sons of his chief counsellor, Hajy 
Ahmed, viz. Npazish Mohammed, Sayid Ahmed, and Zyn 
Addeen, he gave the offices of paymaster-geneEal, Foujeder of 
Rungpore, and Foujedar of Rajemahel ; and upon Shujaa 
Cooly, an old servant, he conferred the office of Foujedar of 
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Hoogly Hit other councilor, Aljr Verdy Khan had not any 
sona bat bli three daughters were raanled to the sons of bis 
brother Hajy Ahmed, 

The new governor imiuted the conduct of bis predecessor 
in despatching to court regularly at the end of the year the 
amount of the revenues and bad the satisfaction to had that 
notwithstanding his liberal treatment to the zemindan the 
revenue Instead of being diminished had Increased (or 
whereas Moorshud Cooly had seldom remitted more than one 
crore and thirty Ucs of rupees, the amount of bis collections 

for the sear 1141 amounted to one croro 
A ,0 lyaS, ^ 

and forty^elght lacs, alt of which was 

^ remitted to Morehudabod by the agents of the imperial banker 
Juggut Seat, altboot any difficulty or oppreulon 

Ills miod being thus freed from public cares, be followed 
the natural bent c( hit inelioadons and lived In a style of 
splendour and munificence that far surpassed any of his 
perd*cessors. The palace of Moorshud Cooly Khan being too 
confined and ill contrived, he ordered it to be pulled down 
and erected another more suitable to bis Ideas of grandeur and 
comfort. He was vxry liberal to his serv^ants and paid great 
attention to men ol learning and piety he was also very 
chariiable, and administered justice with great impanlaliiy 
Ho ordered the conduct of Nazir Ahmed and Morad, two of 
the opprctsive Instruments of bis predecessor to be closely 
lD%citigattd and having piovcd them guilty of various ctjmes 
an 1 opprcsi.oQS, condemned them to death. Ddng convinced 
tbit iko very reduced military establishment kept up by 
.doenhud Cooly Khan was loadeqoato to the security and 
f<ac« ol iba country he augmented hit army to 15,000 con 
s uinj cl ttjvul numbeis of cavalry and Infantry armed wUh 
n s. chick? . In shojt, by his general conduct in ib« early pan 
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of his government, Shujaa Addeen evinced to the world that 
he was deserving of his good fortune , but after some , years 
he became indolent, and abandoned himself too much to 
luxury and pleasure, leaving the business to be managed 
by his council 

In the village of Dehpareh, on the banks of the Bhag- 
garutty river, Nazir Ahmed had begun to build a mosque 
m the middle of a very extensive garden. After the 
execution of that person, the governor finished the mosque 
in a superb style, and laid out the garden with great 
beauty and elegance To this place he gave the name of 
F err eh Bag (the garden of happiness), and in the summer 
retired thither with his seraglio, and passed his time in the 
enjoyment of every luxury 

In the year 1143, Fekher-ad-Dowlah, the governor of 
Behar, having been guilty of some im- 

A D i 729 ' 3 o. 

propriety, was removed' from that oflSce ; 
and through the influence of Khan Dowran, the paymaster- 
general, the government of that province was again annexed 
to Bengal , and Shujaa Addeen Khan was, in consequence, 
ordered to appoint his own deputy to that important situation 

It was the wish of the governor to have appointed one of 
his own sons , but Zynet-ul-Nissa, his wife, who, as the 
heiress of Moorshud Cooly, interfered frequently in the 
government,* refused to part with her son Serferaz Khan j 

* So strong an opinion had this lady of her own conse*" 
quence, that when it was determined Aly Verdy Khan should 
be appointed to Behar, she sent for him to the gate of her 
apartments, and conferred on him the Khtlaat or robe of 
honour, as from herself a/ 7 er her husband presented 

him with his patent, and other insignia of office. This idea ' 
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and waa at tho came time jealoua of lU being confened on 
the ion of the concubine, leat U ihouJd moke him of too much 
coniequence , the cubject waa therefore left to the conaldera 
lion of the council, who recommended AIj Verdy Kbaa aa 
the person best qualified to preserve the dignity of the 
aUuatlOD and to keep In cubjecUon the zemindars of that 
prortnce who were noted for their Independence and strong 
spirit of Insunecttom Aly Verdy Khan waa. In consequence 
Invested with the robes of olEce and was sent to f'atna, with 
an escort of 5,000 troops. 

Upon the anival of Aly Verdy Khan at Patna, be found 
tho «hole province of Bebsr io the greatest confusion a band 
of robbers, called Bunjart/i who had entered it under the 
pretence of purchasing grain and other commodities, UId the 
country thtough which they passed under heavy contribution, 
and plundered the collectors of the revenue The zemindars 
of Beulah Pboolwareh Cbuckwar and Donjepore, were also 
In a stale of Insuaection, and had for some time set at 
de£ance the auihoiUy of the governor 

To reduce these people to submission, Afy Verdy Khan 
found U requisite to take Into his service a corps of Afchani, 
under the command of their Chief iVbdul Kereem Khan. 
With these, and the forces be had taken from MooribudabaJ 
ho first attacked and routed the Bunjarebs taking from them 
all their plunder after which, be In succeulon, reduced the 

was however eatremely erroneous, as there ii no hereditary 
rank In tllodooiun, much less a right of lucceislon to a 
goveratoent nor veas It. I bollove, ever attempted with 
svwccu, tid the power o/ibe Moghul emperor wu annihilat- 
ed by the laniloo of Nsdlr Shah and the events which 
ensued. 
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-zemmdars to obedience , and compelled them not only to 
liquidate the arrears of revenue, but to pay him large sums of 
money under the denomination of Nmzeranek and Petshkusk 
■(ofiEering andtnbute). By these means Aly Verdy Khan acquired 
much wealth, and his troops were also enriched by plunder. 
In consequence of these services, and at the recommendation 
of the Nuwab, he received from the emperor an increase of 
his military rank, and the title ot Mohabut Jung. 

He however tarnished these honours shortly after, by the 
^ ^ assassination of Abdul Kereem Khan, the 

commander of the Afghans, whose services 
had been so useful to him. This harsh measure he excused 
to his friends, by stating, that the overbearing conduct and 
insolence of that ofl&cer had risen to snch a height, that he 
found he must either get rid of him, or have given up his own 
authority * 

It now becomes 'requisite to notice the introduction of 
another European nation into Bengal About the year 1717, 
3ome mar chants of the Austrian Netherlands, who had long 
wished to participate in the advantageous commerce of the 
east, fitted out two ships for India, which made a very 
successful voyage This circumstance stimulated others ; 
and application was made to the court of Vieima for per- 
mission to establish an Fast-India Company at Ostend. Al- 
^ ^ though this measure was strongly op- 
Ost?nd^*Company posed by the English, French, and Dutch, 

; I 


* After the dissolution of the Afghan empire, corps of 
these people were taken into the service of the Hindoo 
princes and Moghul governors : they are esteemed brave 
troops, but very mutinous , and unsteady in their attachment 
ainlfiss to their own Chiefs. 


the emperor of GcmuDy gnnted \n Augurt 17*3 to the 
mcrduBU of the Aujtrian Netberltndt • hU lettor»-palenV 
Aulhortitog them to tndo to the £ist Indletj mider the 
deoomloatioa of the Ostend Compaoy 

In the mem time, one of the pnvaie »hlpi arrived in the 
Ganges and, by the ossistaoce of the French at Cbander 
oagore succeeded in procuring a (uU cargo and the captain 
of this ship prevloos to hts departure made application to 
Moorshud C00I7 Khan, then governor of Bengal for ground 
to erect a ^ory shouid the company be csublUbed As the 
Nu«ab vas not only anxious to Increase the trade of the pro- 
\mce but also desirous of tntrodocing mom nvals to the 
English, of whose prieUegea It baa been already seen be was 
exceisirely jealous, ho immediately complied with the request, 
and assigned the village of Baokybazar situated on the eastern 
side of the riter fifteen mltea above Calcutta for the re- 
sidence of the Germans. 

la 1724 being the tint year after the establlshmcDt of the 
sew Company on Oitend ship named the Emperor Charles 
mounting thirty guns, arrived la Bengal but, was lost in go* 
isg up the Ganges. The gacattt pait of her cargo was 
however saved , and the oScen and crew look possession of 
Dankybazar and erected temporary hooses. 

In tbo two following years, three ships, of a larger site 
than the first, arrived in Bengal, and completely eiublUbed 
the Outnd uade la ihatprovdace and as they undersold the 
other Europeans In various articles, ibcir factory quickly rose 
m tuimaiion. 

At Crir, the factors resided tn bouses constructed of mats 
and tajTibooi but they afterwards built brick dwellings, and. 


See tMcJcnj UnlversaJ UUioiy So! xLpigextu 
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surrounded their factory with a wall, having bastions at the. 
angles they also cut a ditch, communicating with the river,, 
of such a depth as to admit sloops of considerable burthen 
Thus the affair of the Ostend Company seemed to be m 
a fiourishng state but in the year 1727, the strong remons- 
trances of the three great maritime nations compelled the 

I 

emperor of Germany to withdraw his charter, and to agree 
that all traffic between his subjects of the Austrian Nether*- 
lands and the East Indies should cease for seven years Not- 
withstanding this prohibition, the private merchants occasion- 
ally sent out ships to India , and, as the agent of the head of 
the factory in Bengal was a person of great activity and. 
determination, he continued to furnish them with cargoes 
This traflSc, although carried on clandestinely, could not 
escape the notice of the Dutch and 

A. D 1730 

English , the latter of whom, in the year 
1730 sent a squadron, under the command of Captain 
Gosfright, of the Ship Fordwich, to blockade the river Ganges 
The commodore sailed up the river , and having obtained 
intelligence that two Ostend ships were anchored between 
Calcutta and Bankybazar, despatched two^ of his squadron to 
take them On the first shot being fired, the Saint Theresa, 
the smallest of the Ostend ships, struck her colours, was 
immediately taken possession of, and earned to Calcutta, 
but the other slipped her cable, and took shelter under the .. 
guns of Bankybazar factory whether it was not deemed ex- 
pedient to follow her , and she afterwards had the good fortune 
to escape. 

, Some time after this event, the Dutch and English united 
all their influence to prevail upon the Nuwab to prohibit thet 
Germans from trading to Bengal , and, it is said, bribed the 
Foujedar of Hooghly so make a false represejjfitation of great 
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tuugth ot tbo foruficxtion of BAokybaxar and the danger of 
aliowlng foreigner* to retain a place of mch itreogth vithln a 
feir mHei of the rojal port 

ThU representation Induced the goremor to order the 
fortifications of Baokybaxar to be dismantled violent dUpotea 
in consequence ensued betivcen the German agent and the 
Foujedar and at length a considerable force was sent from 
Hoogly under the comr^and of an ofilcer named MeerJaiEer 
who surrounded the place on the land 
trooJi^’ 5 r**u« caution that 

Gttautt Uciay he threw up an entreocbznent in front of 

A, D 173^ encampment to defend his troops from 

the fire of the besieged who In the mean time completely 
commanded the river and only permuted such boats as 
tbey pleased to pass. The French at Chandemagore secretly 
aided the Germans with arms and ammunition, ahlltt they 
ostensibly pretended to assi t In negotiating a treaty of peace. 

Kbojch Faxel Casbmeery, one of the principal Mogbul 
merchanu of Hoogly baWog also offered his services as a 
mediator sent his son with a message to Bankybaxar , bat 
the Germans seised (be young mao and detained him as a 
bosuge for their own security and the Foujedar had socb an 
ttsieem for Kbojch Fazcl, that Irt order to procure the 
hbcrailoa of the youth ho for some days suspended hosululcs 
but having procured bis liberation, ho again renewed the 
siege wuh more vigour, both by land and by water; till, 
** Isngih, provisions becoming very scarce In Banbybaaar aJl 
the naui*i of every descriptjoa deserted, and left the turopcaoi 
(o defend ihemsclics. Netwiihsiandlng the garrUon waa, by 
this means, reduced to lourtetn persons, they continued to 
serve their gun* ^lih such elacacy that not one of the Moghul 
troops dura vtnnu* om of the entrenchments. At length iho 
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agent had the misfortune to lose his right arm by a cannon 
'ball ; after which he embarked with his men, during the night, 
und reached in safety one of the ships belonging to his nation, 
which was at anchor down the river , and sliortly after pro- 
ceeded to Europe. 

In the morning when the Moghul troops took possession 
of the fatory, they found nothing of value in it, but the cannon 
and a few shells After levelling the fortifications with the 
ground, and delivering over Bankybazar to the zemindar, Meer 
Jaffier returned in triumph to Hoogly * 

Shujaa Addeen Khan, being of a liberal disposition, and 
averse to trouble, allowed the English and other Europeans 
to enjoy the privileges that had been granted to them by the 
emperor Ferrokhsere, on by fromer governors , and the only 
dispute that is recorded to have happened during his time^ was 
occasioned by the Foujeder of Hoogly stopping a boat, laden 
with bales of silk, belonging to the English Company , in con- 
■sequence of which a party of soldiers was was despatched from 
•Calcutta, who termfied the Foujedar, and earned away the 
silk and other goods which had been stopped This transac- 
tion was represented to the Nuwab as a very heinous offence ; 
and he in consequence prohibited the natives trom supplying^ 
Calcutta, or any of the subordinate factories, with grain The 


* The whole of these circumstances, respecting the 
‘Germans, is stated by the author, translated by Mr Gladwin, 
to have happened during the government of Moorshud Cooly 
Khan ; but by Mr Orme their expulsion is postponed till A. 

s 

D. 1748 It IS however apparent, by the History of the 
'Ostend Company, that their factory was in existence A. D. 
1730, and that! their last ships left Bengal in 1733. See 
Universal History, Vol. xi. 
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Engluh »ere therefore compelled to purchMo peace by the 
paymrnt of a large lam of money and by apolglslog for tbeli 
mli conduct. 

It baj been previooily stated that on the succession cf 
Shnjaa Addeen Khan to the government, be confirmed his 
lon-ln lav, Moorshud Cooly In the appointment of deputy 
hia^m of Dacca Monhud Cooly employed as hli Devan a 
person named hleer Hubbeeb a native of Shiraz in Persia, vho- 
bad been a broker at Hoogly , and vho although he could 
neliher read nor >mie possessed acUvtiy of mind and 

upertnes In buiiness. This man \ras ve>*7 lodustiouj In office 
and mode comlderable retreochmenu In tbe boat department 
and other cxp^ntlsc csiabilshtneats He also acquired larged 
sums for bis master by the sate of monopolies t and is said to 
bai>e treachrroutly put to death Noor Allah the Zemindar of 
Jlllsipore on account of bis great trcaltb. 

Some time alter ihis event, a nephev of the Rj]a o^ 
Tipperab, having diipleased bis unde vas banished tbe coun 
try The youth tcKik refuse with a Mohammedan zemindar, 
named Aka Sadik, and entreated him to assist him In recover 
mg the share of bis loheniance The zemindar being 
Intimately acquainted with Mecr liubbeeb, recommended the 
cause of the young man to him, and pointed out tbe favourable 
opportunity it offerred of subjecUog Tipperah to the Moham 
uedao arms. 

Mecr Hubbeeb bating represented the clrcumiiances to 
bis master obtained permlijion to proceed with all the troops 


U<o»« 

• !• « cl u« 


that V ere then la tbe rlclnily of Dacca, to 
effect the object. The Moghul troops 
crossed the Durbampootcr, and entered 


Tipperah bttore the Raja was aaara of their InicnlloDi and 


luting the young man viiib them whose casiso they espoused 
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he pointed out to them the road by which they should advance 
Aided by such a guide, they reached the capital before the Raja 
could make any preparation to oppose them • he was obliged to 
Nflee to the mountains , and the nephew was raised to the Raje, 
upon condition of paying a large portion of the revenue to the 
governor of Bengal. The whole country, in consequence, quietly 
submitted and thus the province of Tipperah, which from 
time immemorial had been an independent kingdom, became 
annexed to the Moghul empire and m order to support the 
young Raja against his uncle, and at the sarpe time to secure 
his fealtry a considerable number of Mohammedan troops were 
left in the country, under the command of Aka Sadik, who 
was nominated Foujedar. On receiving intelligence of this 
event, the Nuwab was much pleased, and changed the name 
of Tipperah tO'Roshenabad’* (the country of light), and gave 
to, or procured for, Moorshud Cooly the additional title of 
Behadur , and to Meer Hubbeeb that of Khan 

In the year 1146, Mohammed Tuckee, the illegitimate 
son of the Nuwab, went, from Orissa to pay 

A D 1733 

his respects to his father , but during his 
residence at Moorshudabad, disputes ran so high between him 
and his brother, that each drew out their followers, and would 
actually have come to a pitched battle, had they not been pre- ^ 
vented by the interposition of their father ; whose authority, 
qoined to the mediation of the females of the family, effected 
an apparent reconciliation , and Mohammed returned to 
Cuttack, where he died in the following year. 


* Probably from the eastern limib of the empire. It Is 
still so called in the Public Rbcords. 
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Upoo the death of Mohammed Tackee hjun, the NuTvab- 
promoted bU son in lav, Moorabud C00I7 
Khan Bebadur for whom ho procured the 
title of Rustem Jong (the Hercules in battle ), to the deputy 
government of Oriua who carried with him to that province, 
his Dewan Meet Hubbeeb. Through the management of 
the latter the revenues of Onm were constderablj increas- 
ed, and the expenses dlminubed During the government 
of Mohammed Tuckee the Ra]a of Pursoiem had carried 
any the idol of Jagemut* across the nrer Jclkoh (Cbilka 
lakeX beyond the boundury of Orusa, and placed It in a 
mououia , which orcumstance injored the revenue of 
OrUsa to the amount of mne lacs of rupees per annum, 
being the usual amount of the collection from the pilgrim*. 

The first care of the new governor and hit indehuJgable 
Denn ahhough strict Mohammedans, was to compel the 
Raja of Poriotem to restore the idol to ii* andent temple 
where U ha* ever since remained unduturbed and continue* 
to attract a number of \'otaiie* to emicb the ruler* of the 
province 

Mhcn Moorshud Cooly Khan was removed to OrUu, 
the Nuwab gave the goverument of Dacca to hi* son Serferas 
Khan but ordered him to tend thither, as hi* deput) S>cd 
Ghalib Aly Khan, a person who asserted his descent from 
the kia^t of Persia ho also nominated Jeswant Roy, who had 
been preceptor to Setferax Khan to bo Devrin, and to have 
the actual toanageoicoi of all affair*. The wiperiatcndeoco 
of the boat department was entrusted to iloorad ^Vly Kha», 


1* jfi-* ^loid of iho world). The temple IS 

atuoted laihetowftcf ruisaum 
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who was mariied to a daughter o£ Serferaz Khan , and 
who had m his employment an accountant named RajbuUub 
of whom more will be hereafter related 

When these officers arrived at Dacca, Jeswant Roy was,, 
in obedience to the Nuwab’s orders invested with the entire 
management of the revenues He had been' educated under 
the late Nuwab, Moorshud Cooly Khan, whose example he 
emulated, in piety, integrity, and indefatigable attention to 
business , and in forming his arrangements for the benefits of 
the government, studied to render them 

A D. 1735, 

conducive to the general ease and hap- 
piness of the people. He abolished the monopolies which 
had been introduced by Meer Hubbeeb, and also the impo- 
sitions laid upon gram. 

It was related, in the account of the government 0 
Shaista Khan, that when he left Dacca to return to Dehly, he 
built up the western gate, and inscribed over it an ex- 
ecration against any future governor who should presume 
to open It till he had reduced the price of gram to a dumree 
per seer, or 640 pounds weight for the rupee The gate had 
continued closed to this timd , when Juswant Roy, having 
succeeded in reducing the pnce of gram to Shaista Khan’s 
standard, ordered it to be opened 

By the prudent administration of a system of sound 
policy and humanity, the rich province of Dacca was cul- 
tivated in every part, and abounded in every thing r^equisite 
for the comfort and gratification of its inhabitants. Justice 
was administered with impartiahty , and the conduct of 
®halib Aly Khan and Jeswant Roy gained great credit to 
their principal, Serferaz Khan. 

As the Nuwab was far advanced m years, he relaxed in 
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hU attention to bunncji, and entruited the management of 
ailain much to hU »on ordering him however, conitantly to 
consult with Hajy Ahmed and the other member* of his 
counal The young nun did not, however comply with 
ihu injuncuon and the cwcumslancn cauied jealousy to 
arise between him and the Hajy 

After some time NuQeesa Begum the sister ot Serferaz 
Khan, persuaded her husband to recall Gbalib Aly Khan 
from Dacca, and to promote hU ton In law Murad Aly, to 
the government. TbU young man ap 
A D 1737 3 - potnted RajabuUub to be Pciihtar or 
head clerk of the boat department , and commenced bU 
government with many act* of opperssion. Jesaont Roy 
the Dewan, who had gained so high a reputation for his 
conduct beheld these measures with aversion and re 
soKnag not to be a participator in them, reaigoed his 
appomlment, and returned to Moorshudabad Upon bis 
Tc^gnation, the new government gave a loose to their 
rapaaiy and violence liU they reduced iho country to a stale 
of comparative poverty and desolation 

\bout ihif penoJ Sayid Ahmed the second son of Hajy 
Ahmed who upon the succession of Shujaa Addccn Khan 
had been appoirfted Toujedar of Rungpore ami who u 
accused of bavnng ruled that district with great oppression 
havmg procured from Moonbudabad a considerable army 
InvaOed Dmageporo and Cooch liehar and after compelling 
the Ua)u to ulte refuge hi die wood* and mountains, got 
poiscsiioa of those countricj together vrith the immcntw 
ireasura which the Rajas and ihmr ancestor* had amaiscd. 
When InieUl^cnce cf ihl* event was rccelfcd at MooishuJa 
tad, the Suwab wa* pleased to confer the title of Khan 
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Behadur on Sayid Ahmed,'*" a circumstance which was 
-exceedingly flattering to the young man's father 

The enemies of this family have asserted, that notwtth- 
-standmg the numerous benefits conferreii on them by Shujaa 
Addeen Khan, they were constantly plotting to render 
themselves independent of his son by sending their wealth 
to Patna, and by remitting large sums of money to Dehly, 
to procure for Aly Verdy Khan, upon the death of the 
JSluwab, the distinct government of Behar ; out of this part 
of the accusation there does not appear to be any proof 
Even had he done so, although moralists might condemn 
his conduct as a breach of private friendship, he would have 
been perfectly acquitted by those acquainted with the 
politics of Hindoostan and the conduct of public' men , as 
It is evident that Serferaz Khan had no more / ight to the 
government, than the son of the nobleman who now holds 
that important office has to the succession. 

The only attempt at insurrection during the government 
of Shujaa Addeen Khan, was by the zemindar of Beerbhoom, 
named Budy-al-Zeman,t who was for a short time in a 
state of rebellion He was however qmckly reduced, and 
compelled to pay, in addition to his former revenue, the 
sum of three lacs of rupees 

At the period that the Persian usurper, Nadir Shah, entered 
into Hindoostan, and that the court of Dehly was in a state- 

This was an assumed power on the part of the 
Nuwab , and can only be accounted for by the weak state 
of the Moghul government, duni/g the reign of Mohammed 
Shah ' 

f He was the son of Assud Allah, mentioned in page 
-404 and imitated the conduct of his father. 
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of the gxeateit pertoibRtion At bis approach, Sbujaa Addeoa 
finding hit lofinnltiet dally Increase, and that ho had 
but a short time to lire, sent to Oriua, Doordaneh Degum 
the wife and \ahia the son, of Moorshud Cooly Khan who 
at the instigation of Serferai Khan had been detained as 
hostages for the good conduct of hloorshod Cooly He then 
appointed Serferax Khan his heir on condition that he would 
regard the Hajy the Roy Royan and Joggut Seat, as the 
steadfast CQunsellorf of his father and follow their adWce In 
all affairs of moment. Although Serferas Khan bore no 
cordulity towards these men yet, for fear of oilendiog his 
dying parent, he promised to obey hit commands. A lery 
few days after this event, vis on the 13th Zllhijc 1151 Sbujaa 

. ^ Addeen resigned bis soul to hls Maker 

A D . 

unlverully regretted as a man of stna 
veracity general phUaruhropy, and unbounded liberality 
Previous (0 bis decease he bad erected a mosque amt a 
m a us oleum at Debpareb opposite to Moorshudabod an d- 
was buried therin. 




ALLA.-AD.DOWLAH SERVER AZ KHAN, 


Serferaz Khan takes possession of the government — - 
Imitates the conduct of his grandfather, JMoorshud Cooly 
Khan , but much addicted to tne pleasures of the Harem — 
The envoys of Nadir Shah demand the arrears of revenue 
from Bengal — ^The NuA’ab pays the amount, and cdins money 
bearing Nadir Shah’s titles — Dispute between the Nuwab and 
the banker Juggut Seat — The Nuwab quarrels also with Hajy 
Ahmed — Conspiracy against the Nuwab — He discovers the 
plot — Determines to displace Aly Verdy Khan and his con- 
nections — Postpones his resolution — Aly Verdy procures a 
patent for the government — Marches from Patna — Instance of 
his policy — Writes to the Nuwab, accusing him of having 
insulted his famil) — Serferaz Khan calls his council — Cunning 
of Hajv Ahmed — The Nuwab encamps his army — Sends 
agents to discover Aly Verdy Khan’s intentions — Aly Verdy 
sends an envoy to the Nuwab, but continues his march — The 
Nuwab, deceived by his letters, allows him to approach within 
a few miles — Aly Verdy atucks the Nuwab’s camp by surprise 
The Nuwab mounts his elephant, and rushes into the heat of 
the engagement — killed by a musquet ball — His troops 
disperse — Aly Verdy Khan sends his brother, the Hajy, to 
take possession of Moorshudabad. 


Immediately on the decease of his father, Serferaz Khan 
took possession of the government , but 
’ notwithstanding his uncontested succession, 

he was so apprehensive of the intrigues of his enemies, that 
he would not venture out of the fort to attend the funeral 
obsequies of his father In obedience to the commands of 
the late Nuwab, he at first entrusted the management of affairs 
to Hajy Ahmed, the Roy Royan, and Juggut Seat, but 
despatched an envoy to Dehly, with a large sum of money, 
to solicit the confirmation of his appointment 

Serferaz followed the example of his grandfather, Moor- 
shud Cooly Khan, so tar as regarded the external forms of 
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dcToUoD, by retaiolng & number of rcidcrt of the Konn^ and 
olher rebgiouj pertooi} In hli pay but ho a«umcd a much 
greater degree of pomp and waa always attended by a select 
corps of 3000 cavalry Ho was also much addicted to the 
pleasures ‘’of the karam and hU seraglio It said to have 
consisted 6T 1500 women of various deicrlptions amongst 
whom he dissipated much of his time and entirely neglected 
business. In short, all that could be said La bis favour uas, 
that he «as neither a dmnhard nor an oppressor 

A very ihoit lime after Serferaa Khan had taken possession 
of (be government, and before be was con 

Nadir toKfi 

drmed in It, a mesonger sent by the Vizier 
Kommer Addeen Khan announced the 
arrival of Nadir Shah at Dehly * aod demanded the revenues 

Nadir Shah entered Dehly on the Stb of ZItblje A H 
tin cenetponding with the Slh of March 1739 For on 
account of this invasion see either /Vii.rrj //w/tfry 0/ Vi«/ir 
SMjh the and Volume of the ICuiory tf IfinJiaitan or 
S’ St ft IluUrv ef ilu DJdjn 

Cbukl Kirshvur Vakeel or agent of the Nuwab of Oengal 
was cue of the CommlUee appointed to raise the contribution 
ID Dehly being afterward^ lU treated be murdered his ahole 
family and then put an end to his own existence 

On the 3jid ol March an order was made out, that Mund 
hhan -oh G(ty of SUbuiJnd Khan s horsemen should carry 
a taratah and droun to Shujaa Khan, Soubahdar ot IleD),ai 
and take from him the ihredycars treasure and a pciihkush 
\c<ctdia„ly icco rupees were given out of the Shah s treasury 
to MutU Khan for hU capciues and 3 uo rupees to the 
L.'ij boriemcfl for ibtir charget. Murid Khan was accora 
pimcdby JjTuciec KuIlBcg— S«o Fr^ 4 r page 1^6. 
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of the three last years. Serferaz Khan, by the advice of Hajy 
Ahmed and the other two counsellors, not only paid the 
money, but actually ordered coin to be struck, and the 
Khootbeh to be read from the pulpits, in the name of Nadir 
Shah. These circumstances were afterwards laid hold of by 
the enemies of the young Nuwab, to asperse his character, 
and to render him suspected by the emperor Mohammed 
Shah, 

In order to account for the animosity which Juggut Seat, the 
banker, bore against Serferaz Khan, it is related, that such was 
the young Nuwab’s passion for beauty, that it could not be 
restrained within any bounds ,‘ and that he having learned 
that the eldest son of Juggut Seat was married to a woman 
of exquisite beauty, the curiosity of the Nuwab was so much 
inflamed, that he insisted on seeing her, although he knew 
the disgrace which would be fixed on the family by shewing 
a wife unveiled to a stranger Neither the remonstrances of 
Juggut Seat, nor his power to revenge the indignity, availed 
to avert the Nuwab from his insolent and futile resolution. 
The young woman was sent to the palace in the evening ; 
and after staying there a short space, returned, unviolated' 
indeed, but dishonoured to her husband. 

This event was soon after followed by an attempt, on the 
part of the Nuwab, to compel Hajy Ahmed to break off a 
marriage, the preliminaries of which had been all adjusted, 
between two of his grand-childien , vir-itiMirza'^Mahmood, 
the son of Sayid Ahmed, who was also adopted by Aly Verdy 
Khan, and a daughter of Attah Allah, the son-in-law of the 
Hajy, and to unite the young lady to his own son These' 
two circumstances were the qause of much 

Conspiracy against j a j ^ i 

the Nuwab. discontent, and aftorded the conspirators 
sufficient ground for complaint. Agents 
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were sent o3 to Deblf to bribe the flagitiooj ministers of 
Mo ham med Sbob to Set uido the appointment of Serferaz 
Khan and to nominate Aljr Verdf Khan to the go\emment t 
of the three pronoces. To cffea this scheme, they represent 
cd, to the blackest colours, the eagerness with which Serferai 
Khan had coined the money in the name of and had pro* 
claimed. Nadir Shah emperor of HlndoosUn. The; promised 
to pay a fine of one crore of ropees and agreed to remit to 
coart the whole of the property of Serferai Khan, amounting 
as they supposed, to many crores of rupees and to forward 
the amount of the rerenuet of the three prorincts with the 
same regularity as bad been practised In the time of the 
Nuwab hloorsbud Cooly Khan 

At the same time Ha)]r Ahmed and Juggiu Seat, by then 
aoemlon to the young Nuwsb endeavoured to loll him into 
security and actually had the addreu to prevail on him 
by way of retrenching his expenses, to disband a considerable 
part of bli army all of whom immediately repaired to Patna, 
and were enlisted by Aly Verdy Khan 

At length Serferai Khan, having received ioteHIgenco from 
bis agents at Debly of the plot that was carrying on against 
him resolved to counteract their designs and determined 
not only to recall Aly Verdy Khan from Bchar but to 
displace every person of that (apsily from the official sliaatJons 
which they behL* But these lotcmioat hiving been secretly 
«iuco\efcd ty the }lixt coUeagiies. they waited upon the 

huwab, and, wuh the most downright efrontery, denied the 
accu uu on and, by theli solemn proicstailons of Inviolable 


* It docs.jxot appear Us any of the amhorltJes I have 
had scccis to, that Serferax was ever conlrmcd in the 
gertmocei. 
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duty and attachment to his family, prevailed upon him to 
postpone his new arrangements till the end of the year, when 
they promised to relinquish their appointments, and to deliver 
him a faithful account of all their pecuniary transactions. It 
is stated in the Szer al Muiakhertezi, that 

A, D. 1740. 

ten months after the departure of Nadir 
Shah,* through the interest of Issac Khan, one of the chief 
counsellors of the emperor Mohammed Shah, the patents for 
the government of the three provinces were made out in the 
name of, and forwarded to, Aly Verdy Khan , who being now 
resolved on marching against Serferaz Khan, desired an 
eminent astrologer, on whose predictions he reposed an 
unlimited confidence, to fix the day for the commencement 
of his journey but, in order to deceive the Nuwab, and the 
other persons to whom he did not yet wish to communicate 
the secret, he gave out that he was going to march against 
the refractory zemindars of Boujepore In the meantime, 
he intercepted all correspondence, between Patna and 
Moorshudabad, and stopped all travellers on the road. 

Having appointed his son-in-Iaw, Zyn Addeen, to be his 
deputy during his absence, and all things being prepared for his 
departure, Aly Verdy Khan commenced 
March^'agai^^Jthe marclr towards Boujepore, in the end 
iNuwab, March, of Zilkaad, A H 1152, and encamped 
*740. the first day at Vans Khan's reservoir, on 

the north-west side of Patna, In the evening, he gave orders 
to assemble all the principal officers of his army . and when 

* Nadir Shah quitted Dehly, by Jbraztr's account, on the 
.6th of May, 1739, Scoit’s, on the 14th of April, leaving 

'the government of Hmdoostan m a most crippled state See 
reign of Mohammed Shah, in *Vol. 11. of Dew's Hindoosiant 
andVol, ii. of Scoil’s Dekkan, 
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of moviog from your pilBcc or of marching againtt him in 
^'hostile array Ho Ii lenilble that he has many enemier in 
“your court ■ntt ihoold you follow the advice of thow 
*pcr*oni I (ear ho may In dctpair and for the preicrva 
''tlon of hit life and honour Tcnture upon some rash step, 
the consequence of which may be fatal 

Hajy Ahmed joined his brother while on the march 
in the vicinity of Rajemahel and In order nominally to fullU 
the promise he nude the Kuwab he prevailed upon 
Aly Verdy to turn his elephant, and to proceed a short 
distance on the way to Patna. 

In the meantime, the Nutvab having summoned all the 
Foujedars to hli assistance assembled bis troops, and ordered 
them to encamp on the plain between Gberis and Comra, 
about twenty^two miles north of Moorshodabad HU army 
U said to have consisted of sofico cavalry and Infantry 
and a numerous train of aruUery His troops were, however 
not equal in courage or discipline to those of Aly Verdy 
Khan and the commander of the ordnance named Shariar 
Khan, a connection of the Hajy s, U accused of having 
treacherously neglected to take to camp any shot for the guru 
but previous to the commencement of hostUIties, the plot 
was discovered and a Portuguese nnnsed Paneboo, was 
sppoinied to command the artillery On the sand of Mobur 

rem a. b 1153, the Nuwab toined the 

A. D, 

camp at Comra, out baked there to receive 
the report of two agenu whom be bad lent to Aly \cidy 
Khan to discover bis real Intentions these persons shoi4y 
returned, and represented that My Acrdy stU! professed him 
self a faithful and attached servant they were however accoos 
paoiedbyan a^cntol Aly Verdy s named Moharomod Aly 
•ho pr rxu . c d a petiuca from hU nutter which, afur 
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. detailing various subjects of complaint, requested that certain 
persons belonging to the court, who were his enemies, might 
be banished, after which he would advance unattended, and 
pay his respects to the Nuwab ; and in proof of his sincerity, 
he sent by the agent a case, said to contain a Koran, upon 
which he had sworn to adhere to his engagement * 

Aly Verdy Khan having arrived within twelve miles of the 
Nuwab’s camp without receiving any answer to his petition, 
again sent another messenger, to request the Nuwab's for- 
giveness, and to state his intention of paying his respects the 
iollowing day • the Nuwab was deceived ' by this stratagem, 
and gave orders that an elegant entertainment should be pre- 
pared for the occasion , the troops of the Nuwab also, under- 
standing that matters were to be amicably settled, were totally 
off their guard 

In the evening, Aly Verdy Khan issued orders to his 
troops for the attack he divided his army into three columns, 
one of which had directions to proceed during the night, and 
get into the rear of the Nuwab’s camp , and upon hearmg 
the attack of the other two columns in front, to unite their 
efforts At the dawn of day, Aly Verdy Khan, having ad- 
vanced to the skirts of the Nuwab’s camp unperceived, 
opened a cannonade One of the first balls, passing through 
Serferaz Khan’s tent roused him from his lethargy, and 
awakened him to a sense of hie danger and the perfidy 
of his enemy he however, in the most undaunted manner, 
mounted his elephant , and calling to his troops to follow 
him, advanced towards Aly Verdy Khan,' 

The elephant driver, seeing that very few of the troops 
'' n 

'* The enemies of Aly Verdy state, that the case did not 
contain a Koran, but a brick covered with dot^ of gold. 
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were following him repreaeatcd to the Nuwab the danger ot 
the tuuolion and requested permission to can> him oS thc- 
held to Beeibhoom , the temindar of which diatnct being 
very powerful and the country bjr nature strong would afford 
him a safe refuge tUl ho could bo jomed by his fnends 
Serfcrai Khan who was worthy of a better fato^ spumed at 
this advice, and ordered the driver to carry him Into the 
thickest of the enemy HU had nearly expended the whole- 
of hii quiver of arrows, when a musquet ball struck him in 
the forehead and sent his soul to the mansions of eternity 
As soon as this event was known, the troop#, with the 

. . eacepUon of a body of Afghans under 

Tlw Nowab tUJa / » 

la battj*. Ghows Khan, fled on all sides, hleer Hub 

beeb the Dewan of Moenhud Cooly who 
had joined the army wUh the quota of troops from Orlm, 
immediately rode off, with his followers, towards home 
literally fulflUing the proverb — 

He that fights and runs awa> 

May live to fight ajiother day 

During the plundering of the camp, Serferaa Khan s elephant 
driver unpercehed by the enemy, conveyed the corpse to 
htoorihudabad and at midnight, his son Mlrxa Amany caused 
It la be burled in a pnvaio manner at Nuktakhaly Mlrza 
Amany and \ casseca Khan, the Foujedor, made preparations 
to defend the cUy but the troops refusing to support thorn 
they ^cro obliged to submit to the conqueror who Im 
medutdy deipatched the brother Hajy Ahmed, to secure the 
family a*d ueuures of tba deceased aiul to assure the la 
habtaats of bis protection and favour 
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Aly Verdy Khan takes possession of the government — His 
hypocritical conduct — Sends large sums of money and valuable 
presents to the emperor, and to the viziers, at Dehly^ Con- 
firmed m the government — Obtains additional titles for him- 
self, his three sons-in-law, and his grandsons — Distributes 
the public offices to them and his other dependants— Assigns 
an allowance for the support of the family of the late Nuwab — 
Alarmed ay the approach of a messenger from court to demand 
the treasure and effects of Serferaz Khan — Political conduct on 
this occasion — Resolves to place one ot his own dependants 
m the deputy-government of Orissa — Gives notice to Moorshud 
Cooly Khan, brother-in-law of the late Nuwab, to quit that pro- 
^inice — Moorshud Cooly refuses — Aly Verdy, in consequence, 
marches towards Orissa — Moorshud Cooly advances to Balla- 
sore — An engagement takes place — Moorshud Cooly defeated 

Retires on board a ship to Masulipatam — Aly Verdy proceeds 

to Cuttack — Settles the affairs of that province — Appoints his 
son-in-law, Sayid Ahmed, to the government — The new gover- 
nor gives offence to the people, who rise and take him prisoner, 
and choose for their governor, Baukir Khan— Aly Verdy 
Khan again marches to Orissa — Defeats the rebels, and retakfes 
his son-in-law — Appoints Monammed Mausoom deputy-go- 
vernor ot the province — Returns towards Bengal — The Mah- 
rattas of Berar suddenly invade Bengal— -Surround the Nuwab 
at Burdwan — The Nuwab effects his retreat to Cutwa — ^The 
Mahrattas, led on by Meer Hubbeeb, plunder Moorshudabad 

The Nuwab returns to Moorshudabad — The Mahrattas get 

possession of all the countries on the west of the Bhagarutty 
river— The English dig an entrenchment round Calcutta — 
The Nuwab’s unexpected attacks, and defeats, the Mahrattas — 
Pursues them to Midnapore — Again defeats them, "and drives 
them out of Orissa — Suffder Jung, governor of Oude ordered 
by the Emperor to assist Aly Verdy Khan — advances as far 
as Patna — Aly Verdy, jealous of his power, declines his 
assistance, and requests him to return home — Bengal at once 
invaded by two Mahratta armies — Aly Verdy bribes those of 
Poona, to assist him in expelling the Berar troops — They 
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reluxn the following yetr — ^The Nuwab enteri into a treaty 
with them InTites 6o«kar Roow the general to an inter 
\'iew — Asoasrinatet him oml a number of the Berar officer* 
— Hajy Ahmed quarrel* with hi* brother and retire* to Patna 
— Motfapha Khan the Nuwab * general mutinie* — Illarche* 
away without permitalon — Plunder* Rajemabel and take* 
poueation of ^longler — Adxwnce* towards Patna — Opposed 
by the deputy gorcmor of Behai — Aly Vcrdy Khan pursue* 
the rebel* — Engagement between the goveraor of Behar and' 
the rebels — hlustapha Khan vound^ — Retire* to Chunar — 
The 22erar hithraua* again Int-ade Bengal — Aly Verdy Khan 
return* to Moorihudabad — Enter* Into a feigned negotiation 
with the hlahraoa Chief — The Mabraiia* retreat — The 
Nuwab diemUse* the remainder of the Afghan* from hi* 
scrrice — Celebrate* the marrUges of his grandtons^Send* 
on army under Meer Jaffier Khan to expel the Afghan* from 
Ori**a — An army of Mahratu* again inv-ado Orisia, and 
compel Jaffier Khan to retreat — The Nuwab send* a reinforce 
tQcnt to him under the command of Alta -^lla— These two 
Chief* conspired to depoie Aly \erdy Kban^the plot dis- 
co%ered— The t«o Chief* compelled to ijuli the army^Tbe 
Nuuab defeat* the ^Tahrauai--An InsurTection by the 
Afghan* in Behar — The InsurgcnU murder the Nuwab* 
brother and son In law and plunder their propen/ — Aiy 
\crdy Khan marches against the rebel*, although surrounded 
by the Slahraltas — The rebel* unite with the ilahrattai— The 
Nu«ab engage* their united force* — Gi<>e» them a total 
dcfeat—Advancc* to Patna, and appoints his grandson berajo 
ad governor Raja fankjr Ram deputy governor of 

Debar and Sa)!d Ahmed houjedar of 1 umeah^Rclurns to 
Moorshudabad — ^Thc hlahraiut return to Ucrar but leave a 
deuchment in CultacU — The Nuuab marches to Cuttack but 
net being able to oveitako (be Mabratuv Return* to Mldna 
pore— Scraje ad Dowlah rebels an 1 attempt* to scire Patna 
—Defeated and uken piUoner — Dehrercd up to the Nuwab 
who (or^nc* him— Aly Verdy Khan returns to Moor*hu 
datad u.d for(«o )car* m vain pursues the ^fahratus — 
Aetccs u> «icld u> them the province of Cuttack and to pay 
them mehc Ua of lupccs per annum as the Chouto of 
Bengal— ‘Th* Nuwab encourage* the improvement of (ho 
counuy— Uit two »oni NuaaUh Mohammed and Sayld 
Ahmed d c — The Nuwab uken 111— Dies — lit* character 
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Aly Verdy Khan was sensible that if he had marched his 
troops into the city of Moorshudabad, immediately after the 
victory, It would have been impossible to have restrained 
them from plundering the effects and treasure of Serferaz 
Khan. He therefore halted, that and the following day, on 
the field of battle , but on the morning of the third iiay, being 
about the 15th of Suffer 1153, proceeded m great state 
towards the city , and upon his enteming 
' ‘ instead of going to the palace, he went 

to the residence of Zynet al Nissa, the daughter of Moorshud 
Cooly, and mother of Serferaz Khan , and having, at the gate, 
alighted from his elephant, he made a profound obeisance , 
and sent, by one of the eunuchs, a most respectful message 
to the Begum, to solicit her forgiveness The message is said 
to have been couched in the following terms 

•‘That which was predetermined in the book of fate has- 
“come to pass, and the ingratitude of your worthless servant 
“is now recorded on the unfading page of historj , but he 
“swears, that as long as life shall last, he will never more 
“swerve from the path of respect, or the duties of submission 
“He hopes that the vileness of his misdeeds shall, in time, 
“be effaced from your forgiving mind , and that you will 
“condescend to accept, in extenuation of his crimes, this' 
“demonstrations of perfect obedience to your commands, 
“and tokens of his most dutiful attachment ” 

During the time he was delivering this message, he seem- 
ed greatly affected , but as no answer was returned, he again 
mounted his elephant, and proceeded to the Chehel Setoon^ 
a palace built by Shujaa Addeen Khan for public ceremonies, 
which was surrounded by a colonade of forty pillars , and 
immediately upon entering the hall of audience, he took 
possession of the' musnud of state, and received the offerings 
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uid coDgratuhuioQi of ail the perioni 
eTcnt was proclaimed to the dt/ hy a rojra 
iruUery and by the sounds of martial music 
Uariog taken possession of the treasme 
nate Serferax Rhan, which had acciunulated 
amount by the savings of his father anc 
\ erdy Rhan sent a crore of rupees In s] 
amount of seventy lacs in Jewels plate silk 
o^erdgs to the emperor Mohammed Shah 
and the former in relum for this proof 
and loyally shortly after confirmed him in 
of the three pro ancei, and confened on 
commander of 7 000 horse with the a 
Shujaa al Mooik, and Hissam ad Dowlah 
were also conferred on bis three sons In 1 
eVdesh NuazUh Mohammed that of She 
Siyid \hmed the second, that of Sowlut Ju 
Addeen, the youngest that of Shokut Jung * 
son, Mirra Mahmoud ton of Zyn Addeo 
adopted as his bcLr he procured the tlUe of 
Shah Cooly Rhin Dchadur and for lb< 
of the Utter lbs tide of Akremad Dowlah. 
titles should be supported with proper dig 
conierred on Nua.Uh 'Mohammed the govs 
to nblcn ho annexed the dlstriaa of SUh 
Cb aa^oDg >«i.h permission to perform tb 
He con.rsaci Zyn Addccn in tbs goernme 
to Si>td \hmcJ he promised the governm 


Theic u;le» uc all synonymous, meant 
It --r h U ic^uliiic these titles should be 
iheUtKatal icheUx 
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soon as it could be secured To his other relations and 
dependants he gave venous employments, and bestowed on 
them large sums o£ money, from the treasures of his 
predecessor. 

The wives and two sons of Serferaz Khan were sent to 
Dacca, and a handsome allowance assigned for their support ; 
but the numerous concubines of the deceased were permitted 
to provide for themselves. Nuffeesa Begum, the sister of the 
deceased condescended to take on herself the office of 
superintendent of Nuazish Mohammed’s seraglio, provided 
she was allowed to adopt for her heii a posthumous son of 
her brother, named Aka Baba. Her excuse for thus demean- 
ing herself was, that she might thereby be of service to her 
brother’s family , and so scrupulous was she m her conduct, 
that she was never seen by Nuazish, who used to converse 
with her on business through a curtain 

After these arrangements, and when Aly Verdy Khan 

considered himself firmly fixed in his 

A, D 1741. 

government, ' he was alarmed by intelli- 
gence, that Mohammed Shah, dissatisfied with the sum that 
had been remitted to Dehly as the amount of Serferaz Khan’s 
estate, had despatched an officer, named Mureed Khan, not 
only to demand the whole of the treasures, but the amount of 
two years’ revenues which were due , but being ever fertile in 
expedients, he immediately wrote to that officer, not to take 
the trouble of coming so far as Bengal, as he \\ouId do 
himself the honour of meeting him at Rajemahel, and deliver 
to him the residue of tfie late governor’s property The 
letter, besides, is supposed to have contained a draft for a 
large sum of money of his banker at Patna, for Mureed Khan’s 
private use, and had the desired effect of inducing him to 
Jhalt there for some weeks. 
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AI7 Vcidj Khaa took viih h!m some Ucs o( rapeet, In tpede^ 
teveot/ lacs In jeveis, much gold and silver furniture a quantity 
of precious stuffs and a number of elephants and horses^ 
proceeded with coaslderable expedtlioo to Rajemabel where 
be deluered the above arttclet to lifurreed Khan and having 
made that officer tome valuable presents, prevailed upon him 
to give a receipt for the effects, and return to Deblj without 
coming to anjr settlement with regard to the arrears of 
revenue 

The next objea of the Nuwab s loUcitudo was to dispossess 
Moorshud C00I7 Khan, the son in law of Shajaa Addeen 
Khan of the government of Orissa. It has been before stated 
that when Serferax Khan collected his ormjr, to oppose Alf 
Verdr Khan the troops OrUsa bad joined him under the 
command of Meer Hubbeeb who had given such a specimen 
of his abtluiet at Dacca but that theie troops had not taken 
au) part lo the battle of Gheria and on the death of Serferaz 
Knar bad rcii/cd preciplutelj to Ori&sx 

bhoiily after that event ^loortbud Cool/ sensible of his 
loabilit) to oppose At/ Verd/ Khan sent an envo/ to him 
to discover what were bis Intcniloni and lo endeavour to 
nc£,otiate a treat/ of smlt/ with turn but the Nuwab enter 
taming suspicions of his tlnccnt/ desired the envo/ to inform 
hii master that he hod no animoiit/ against him and that it 
was tar fuam his IncIInatloa 10 Injure him but that bit rc 
ms c o {q the goremment of OrisM was Impouiblo be 
iherWore requesteii that he voufJ retire from that province 
uih all his propert/ and bmll/, but uhateter louto bo chose 
and 1.01 be should meet with no molciuilon 

The governor of Orissa, being an unambitious chuzcurp 
uojU uklUo^lj have accepted bis offer but his wife Door 
dineh Degua acj his coaiUcri rejected U wUb dlsdalD, and 
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compelled Moorshud Cooly to send a let^ of defiance to 
his adversary * 

The challem^e was immediately accepted , and Aly Verdy 
Khan, having selected from his army 12,000 of the most 
eflBcient troops’, left his brother, the Hajy, in charge of the 
government, and proceeded towards Orissa 

On intelligence of his approach,* Moorshud Cooly Khan 
having summoned his friends to a consultation, laid his sabre 
before them , and after inveighing against the usurpation and 
treachery of Aly Verdy Khan, declared his intentions of 
opposing him, should they be firm in their support and 
attachment , but otherwise, to retire to some place of security 
with his family The assembly unanimously assured him of 
their fidelity, and readiness to engage in war, and the chiefs 
of the army, at his request, regirt the sabre round his waist. 
After this, having sent his family and treasure to the fort of 
Barabutty,f he moved from Cuttak , and advancing beyond 
Balasore. encamped in a strong situation, surrounded by thick 
woods and a riyer, fortifying his camp with nearly three 
hundred pieces of cannon 


* Jonathan Scott, Esq,, author of the History of the 
Hekkan, having compiled the Life of 'Aly Yerdy Khan from 
the same materials as are in my possession, I have taken the 
liberty of using his narrative for a great part of the remainder 
of this Chapter , retaining the original names, instead of the 
titles, the number and frequent change of which are very 
perplexing in Oriental history. The life of Aly Verdy Khan, 
as detailed in the Sier al Mutakhereen, would alone make a 
considerable-sized volume 

f This fort was taken by the British troops, on the r4th 
of October, 1803. Sqq Annual Asiatic Reg\^tery 1803. 
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Aly Verdy fpcedlly airived on tho bank of tlic river 

vithiB a few mile^upf tho enemy , and halted long, being 
incapable of dislodging him from hii secure poiltion In 
this tUoallon bis camp was but 111 supplied with provisions, 
the zemindars being attached to Moorshud Cooly Khan, and 
cuiung oS the Mowab s convoys, troops so that his troops soon 
began to murmur Meerza BaakJr Khan, learning the dissatis- 
faction of the Nuwab 1 army imprudently moved trom his 
canpi contrary to the reraoastrances of ^foorshud Cooly 
Khan, and O0ered battle , which was gladly accepted by Aly 
Verdy Khan Tho engagement was long and bloody bat 
hnally deaded in favour of the latter Moorshud Cooly Khan 
hii son In law and chief dependants, znade good their retreat 
to Balasore from whence they embarked on board ships 
and arrived safely at Masulipatam on the coast of Coromaa 
del where they were generously received by the Foujedar 
Anwcf ad Dieo Khan, Tho Raja of RyUeapore on tho 
borders of Orissa, heating of their flight, with a magnanimous 
humanity detached a force to Cuiiack and brought off tbeir 
families and treasure in safety to his residence where be 
delivered them to Bauklr Khan who was sent to receive ibcro 
Aly ^erdy Khan after hU victory marched to Cuttack 
and having arranged the affairs of the province eruruttod 
the government to bis nephew Sayid Ahmed the second 
SOD of Ilajy Ahmed. He then returned to MoorshuJabad 
and employed himself in regulating the concerns of licnga) 
In which he consulted tho case and satUiaction of tho 
public. 

SayU Ahmed in his govemment of Cuuach, did not act 
wohlhai proleacc becoming bis situation He vexed the 
»dbcicci.s ol Joorjhud Cooly Khan, who had remained la 
ihe piovmce undej promise ot not being molested In ibclr 
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estates by fines and extortion, on pretence that they had 
secreted money belonging to their late Chief , and, being 
much addicted to pleasure, was guilty of excesses in pro- 
curing women for his haram from the inhabitants. To 
these oppressions he added an impolitic neglect of the troops 
stationed with him by his uncle, \:d lessning their pay to 
garrison allowance, which gave great disgust, so that numbers 
left his service Their places he filled with natives of Cuttack, 
who, for the satisfaction of living at home, accepted a 
trifling salary. These men were secretly attached to the 
late governor, whose son-in-law now resided on the borders 
of the province, in hopes of opportunity offering to renew 
his attempts Tne conduct of Say id Ahmed becoming daily 
more oppressive to the people, they at length invited Moor- 
shud Cooly Khan to return, but. he was too fond of his 
present retirement to hazard his person, and rejected their 
offers They then had recourse to Baukir Khan, who gladly 
accepted their promises of support , and measures were so 
secretly contrived, that the governor w^s suddenly taken 
prisoner in his palace in a general insurrection of the people, 
and delivered to Baukir Elhan, who assumed the government 
of Cuttack. 

Aly Verdy Khan, on intelligence of this event, lost no 
time in 'preparing to remedy the disaster. His brother Hajy, 
and the mother of Sayid Ahmed apprehensive for the safety 
of their son would have prevailed upon him to give up Orissa 
to Baukir Khan, on promise of allegiance , and attributed 
the success of the latter to aids he had received from Nizam 
al Moolk, whom it would be impolitic to displease, as it might 
bring upon him the force of the Dekkan, and the loss of 
Bengal , but he paid no attention to their ^vice. tn a short 
time his forces were ready , and having left his son-in-law. 
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Noulib In the command of Moor»budabid he began hit 
march at the bead of twenty thootand boite and foot \t an 
encouragement to hit chlett, ho bad ordered them to make 
contiderable addrtloni to their corpt and promltcd a reward 
of a lac of rupees to the pertoo who ihouJd recover Sayld 
Ahmed from captivity ^nd if be tbould be the commander 
of a corpft to give two mootht pay addluontl to each mam 
Eaukir kiiaa. on the approach of the Nuwab entrenched 
hlmteli on the of the Muhanuddee , bat having little 

hope of lucceu agalott to powerful an enemy tent oil hit 
and family to the Dekkaa. RetoUed that Sayld 
Ahmed tbould not turvive hit defeat, he placed him In a 
covered rtf//* under the charge of two Moghuls, who bad 
oidert to kill him thoold tbo troops of the Huwab puitue and 
come up wKh them To make hit death the luxer be pri>uely 
ordered the escort of horte who guarded the carriage on the 
approach of an enemy to thratt their ipcari Into It, and 
deuory both the victim and the execuilonert. The Muwab 
attacked ibr entreochmenlt of Bauklr Khan, who was deserted 
m an Inuant by hit uoopt too much intimidated to make 
rctUuncet and the victors pursued to closely that they 
speedily overtook the escort of Sajld Ahmed ohen 
numirout tpeart were thrust Into the caniagt and one of ihe 
^IcghuJt was killed, but Sayld Ahmed escaped unhurt, by 
the wounded nun falling upon him The other Moghul 
was sbghtly wounded and made bit escape while the 
pursuers were releasing ibclr iccovercd prince Aly \erdy 
Khun, haileg iciumed thanks (or hit easy victory, and the 
safely of bU nephew from such Imminent danger tent him 
■ uh a considerable force fur hit protection, to hit patentj at 


A cariUge drawn by oico. 
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Moorshudabad, not thinking it prudent to entrust him again 
with the government of Cuttack The women and family of 
Sayid Ahmed, who had been detained prisoners in a fortress, 
were released, on news of the victory, by the garrison, and 
escorted safely to him The Nuwab, having regulated the 
affairs of the recovered province, gave charge of it to an 
officer of experience, named Mohammed Masoom Khan ; 
and apprehending great danger near, very impolitically and 
unjustly disbanded his new levies, and permitted most of the 
troops to retire to their homes , while he, with only his 
principal chiefs and about five thousand horse, marched 
slowly towards his capital, enjoying the amusement of hunting 
on the way but this calm was suddenly overcast by storms, 
which threatened his destruction, and the desolation of the 


.provinces 


Aly Verdy Khan was encamped near Midnapore, when 


The Mahrattas 
invade Bengal, 
A D, 17AI-2. 


intelligence arrived that Boskar Pundit 
had been detached by Ragojee Bhoselah, 
the Mahratta Chief of Berar, at tne head 


of forty thousand horse, to demand the chouie of Bengal, and 
was rapidly advancing towards him ,* but the Nuwab, not 


* It does not appear what was the object of the Berar 
Mahrattas , whether to conquer Bengal, to plunder it, or to 
establish the chouie or claim for the fourth part of the 
revenues, as, owing to weakness of the Moghul government, 
they had ch^ie in several other provinces Aly Verdy Khan 
suspected they had been instigated by the Nizam, who, a 
s^ort time previous, had established his independent authority 
ax Hyderabad, and was supposed to be jealous of the rising 
- power of the governor of Bengal. For the origin of the Berar 
Mahrattas, see Lord Wellesley’s Mahraiia War. 
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expecting tlut thejr voold enter by OriuE, was little Elarmed at 
tbe report u he had received advice of their Intention to paat 
through Behar and hod Intended on hii return to the capital, 
to take meaxurei to realty them, for which he fancied he should 
have ample time, before the/ could reach that province. Xn this, 
however he was mistaken as an express suddenl/ arrived that 
the enem/ waa within tvent/ cou of his camp. The Kawsb 
upon this hastened his march to Burdwan, a considerable 
town Inlendlog to place In It bis heav/ baggage, and 'ngage 
the Mabratui. Sbortlj after hit arrival, the/ appeared and laid 
waste the envlrou of the camp with fire and sword Some 
skirmtibes took place with Uule loss on cither side , 
the enen/ whose object was plunder onl/ not choosing to 
risk a general action Some da/s passed in this manner, when 
Boakar lUov proposed evacuating the countr/ /or a contrtbL- 
non of ten Ucs of rupees but this was refused and AI/ Verd/ 
Khan resohed to puifa his wa/ to Moorihudsbad where he 
could recruit his scattered force. He issued orders for the 
greatest part of Che heav/ hig^P^e and camp followers to 
remain at Burdwan but in vain, as the/ uere too much alarmed 
to trust ihemseh'cs in (he town { but the consequence of their 
disobedience was nearly fatal On the first da/s march, the 
hfahrsiias surrounded the line and Al/ Verd/ Khan unable 
to defend the numerous crowd of useless at l cndaius, and 
market people of bis arm/ now reduced to less than five 
thousand fighting men, had the moruficatlon of losing the chief 
pan of his baggage siUUc// and tents. \\ ben a baited fcr 
the night, only a small tent couU be procured for his reception. 
He now dcfpauhed a messenger with officers to pa/ the 
lacs of rupees to the Mahraitas ; but Boikar Raow refuted and 
deaundeJ a cfore * wuh all the elephinis belonging to the 
Upwards ol a mUlion stcrluig 
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Nuwab. xUy Verdy refused such "fading concessions ; and 
the next day proceeded on his mar^^, which was harrassed as 
usual , and \Nhat little baggage remained, fell a prey to the 
enemy, who however, could make no impression on the main 
body and were often repulsed from the charge. For three 
days a running fight was kept up, during which the greatest 
distress for provisions and shelter from heavy ram was ex- 
perienced by the troops of Ah Verdy Khan. On the fourth he 
reached Cutwa which ^e hiahrattas had laid waste, and had 
destroyed large magazines of gram by fire , but enough re- 
mained, though in a parched state, to be an acceptable supply 
to an army almost perishing with hunger. Here the Nuwab 
encamped, on the bank of the river Bhagarutty, secured by his 
position from further insult of the enemy, and having written 
to his capital of the situation he was in, ^^uazish Mohammed' 
joined him expeditiously with a considerable reinforcement, 
and plentiful supplies of provisions from the opposite bank of 
the river, which was yet unmolested by the enemy 

Boskar Pundit, the Mahratta general, from the fear of 
passing the rains in the country of an enemy, who had so 
gallantly opposed him, would have now retreated to Berar , 
but Meer Hubbeeb, who during the first invasion of Orissa, 
have abandoned his former master, and taken employment 
with Aly Verdy Khan, and who, having been taken prisoner, 
had accepted the service of the Mahrattas, advised him to 
remain, offering to provide subsistence for his army, and to 
guide a detachment to Moorshudabad, which might easily be 
plundered it being unfortified, Boskar relished his .proposal, 

and entrustedx hini with the command of 
April, 1742 t 

some thousand horse The Nuwab, hav- 
ing intelligence of this design, left Cutwa, and hastened to the 
capital , where he arrived one day after Meer Hubbeeb, who 
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bid ilrcftdf plundered Uof snbarbf espediUj the bink of 
Juggot Seat, to the amo^vjt of the three Iac» of rupee*. On 
the amraJ of AI/ Verdy Khan he retreated and prevailed on 
Boakar to encamp at Cutwa for the rainy season and the 
Ivo^rab saiUfied with having preserved the dt) from plunder 
deferred further operations till he could recruit bis arm/ 
and strengthen the capital by new works. The enemy while 
the fords permiued advanced two or threp times to Palassy 
and Dioodpore not many milea (fiuats^ from hloorihudabad 
plundering the villages till the swelling of the BbagaruUy 
conhoed them to the opposite shore During the rains Boskar 
Pundit, by means of Mecr Hubbeeb possessed himself of 
Hoogly Injelee and all the disuicts of Burdwan and Mldna 
pore as far as BiUsore also Beerbbum Rajesbahy and 
Rijcmahel so (bat, eecept Mocrsbudabxd and lu environt 
nothing remained to the Nuwab west of the Ganges but the 
district to the east of that river still afforded him ample re 
soniccs The Inhabhants of the capital during tbe rainy 
season for the most part moved with their families and effects 
for the greater security across the Ganges The families, 
treasures* and valuables of the Nuwab and his relations were 
sent over that river to Godagauree under the care of Vuazlsh 
Mohammed who returned to the capital after he had provided 
a place of safely for them 

Dming the Invasion of the Mahrattas crowds of the In 
habitants of the country on the western side of the river 
croiscd over to Caicuua, and implored the protection of tbe 
£a|liah who, ut consequence of the general alarm obtained 
peimlasaan from Aly Vcidy Khan to dig an cnticochmeiU 
round their icriuory This work, bad it been completed 
would bav« extended uven Bulcs. In six months, three miles 
U It wue CfiUhed when the Inhabltinu, C ruling that the 
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"iMahraUas did not approach Calcutta, desisted from the work ; 
but the remains of it are still to be seen, and are called the 
jMahratta Ditch. The English at the same time obtained 
permissisn to build a brick wall round their factory at Cossim- 
bazar, with bastions at the angles 

Aly Verdy Khan passed the rimy season in raising new 
levies, and encouraging his troops ; to whom he distributed 
ten lacs of rupee's, which he had promised them when 
surrounded by the iMahrattas The dry weather had not yet 
commenced, when he marched from 
hloorshudabad, and crossed the Bhagarutty 
over a bridge of boats, without opposition from the enemy, 
who still continued in their camp at Cutwa, which was divided 
from the Nuwab's army by a deep rivulet, much swollen by 
the rams. Aly Verdy Khan, during the night, ordered a 
bridge of boats to be thrown across it which was done without 
being perceived by the enemy About midnight, Meer Jaffier 
Khan, Mustapha Khan, and other chiefs, at the head of a 
chosen body, began to cross. Half of this detachment had 
scarcely reached the opposite bank, when a boat in the middle 
of the bridge was loosened, and sunk by the weight of passen- 
gers , and the troops m the rear pressing on, numbers were 
pushed in and drowned before the accident was discovered. 
Six hundred men are said to have perished in this manner ; 
but such was the ardour of the troops and spinted conduct of 
the Nuwab, that the accident Was soon repaired, and by 
daylight the whole army had crossed, and prepared to attack 
the enemy Boskar Raw was so intimidated at this bold and 
unexpected measure, that he fled with the utmost precipitation, 
leaving great part of his baggage and tents behind him , but 
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«aj to rapidly puitucd ai to lose a contlderablQ number of 
men vUbin four mllei of Cotwa, wbero he tried to make a 
stand, but In vain hit troops fl>ing on the Nuvab t approach. 
He continued hit retreat to the voodt of PacEeet , axtd vaa 
followed bj Aljr Verdy Khan to doteljr tll^ finding It Im 
possible to gain the pastes bj this route he changed It, bj 
advice of Meer Hubbeeb and returned into the forests of 
BUhenpore bf which he deceived hts pursuers, and gained 
the open coontrj b/ waj of Cbunderkoona into Midnapore. 
Here he encamped, and detached a force against Cu tt a ck, 
which was but ill defended bjr troops , and the governor 
hlasoom Khan, rashly marching out with his small force, was 
defeated and slain. 

Aly Verdy Khan having at last proconed Intelligence of 
the change ot the enemy t route marched bach, and baileoed 
to fiordvroa. From thence bo odv-anced to Midnapore where 
Boskar Raow gave him battle, but was defeated with great 
slaughter and fled by way of Cuttack, to the borders ol hls- 
own country The Nuwab not thinking U necessary to pursue 
beyond his own territories now compIetcUy evacuated by the 
enemy entrusted the govenunenl of Cuttack to Abd>al 
Rutsool Khan, and returned triumpbantly to his capital 

Aly \erdy Khan, on the first Invasion of the Mahrattai 
bad applied to the emperor for assjstance, and Suffder 
Jung biuvab ol Oude was ordered with his troops Into 
Beegal bui had advanced no farther than Patna, the 
capital of Debar when Boskar Haow was defeated. Aly 
^eTdy Khan encouraged by victory now thought hlmwlf 
tullf et^ual to the defence of bis provinces and Inlonnlcg 
buJder Jung that he had no further occasion lor succours, 
requeaud bio lo (juit Patna and return homo , which he did 
though With some uloc tan ce having Intended, It Is said, na d 
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Aly Verdy Khan been worsted by his enemy to have added 
Behar to his own government During his stay at Patna, he 
had selected some pieces oi artillery and elephants belonging 
to the deputy-governor, for hts ovvn use, without the consent 
of Aly Verdy Khan ; and he, not relishing such acts of 
authority in an au\iliarv, was much offended, so that a cool* 
ness took place between them , and had 
Dec, 1742 Suffder Jung thought proper to retreat, 

in all probability an open rupture would have soon succeed- 
ed his refusal 


The attempts of the Mahrattas on Bengal did not end 
with the defeat of Boskar Raow Ragojee 
A. D. 1743 Bhosela, enraged at the repulse of his 
general, immediately prepared a new army, at the head of 
which he entered Bengal At the same time, Ballajee 
Raow,* the principal of the Mahratta Chiefs of Poona, 
advanced with a considerable force, to receive payment of a 
draft of elevenf lacs of rupees, given by the emperor on 
^jy Verdy Khan, but professed declarations of Affording his 
assistance to him against the Berar troops Ragojee' having 
entered the country by way of Beerbhoom, fi\ed his head 
quarters in the district of Burdwan, while Ballajee marched 
through Behar to die bank of Bhagarutty, not very far from 
the capital Aly Verdy Khan advanced to meet him, and an 
interview took place, at which it was agreed that both armies 
should act in conjunction against Ragojee. It is supposed 
the Nuvvab paid a great sum for his alliance with this 
Mahratta general, whose coming to Bengal is variously 


* Ballajee and Ragojee at this time were at enmity, as 
rivals for the Peshwaship, or ministry of the Mahratta states. , 
f One hundred and ten thousand pounds. 
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accoaoted for Some attribute It to the emperor i orders In 
cooscqaenco of the request of Aljr \ erdy Kiun others, to 
the ropi auger at bis murpation of the go\ernment but It 
U more probable that Ballajee was allured by the prospea ot 
obtaining a considerable plunder )□ Bengal and gratifying 
bis enmity against the Berar Chief, than that be shewed any* 
regard to hlobammad Shahs approbation or dislike of the 
conduct of Aly Verdy Khan. Both armies now marched to 
expel Ragojee from Dardwnn, and continued together for 
some days when Ballajee, not liking the slow mosunent of 
the Bengal troops, (ook upon himself the punishment of the 
Berar Chief and left the Nuwab Ragojee as his rivul 
advanced tied to his own country and Al> Verdy Khan, 
bavdog thus prudently cleared the proMOces of bis enemy 
returned to Moorshudabod , but though be did not In this 
campaign sulTer loss In tho field that of the rereaue vraS' 
great, os the unfortunate Inhabitants of the defenceless 
villages were plundered without mercy by both the Mabralta 
armies { nor were their calamUles yet at an end from tho 
Invaderr 

Ragojee, the year folbvnng again sent Boikar Raow 
from Boror at the bead of trrenty thousand horse, to ins'ado 
Bengal but with orders to oiler peace should the Nuaab 
stibmit to pay a heavy contribution as he had done to 
Ealbjce. Aly \crdy Khan on ihcir approach moved 
with his army and encimped at ilfunktrra, 
only ten miles from bis capital , having 
it in contemplation to take advantage of the dcslro bu 
enemy bad for money to allure the principal Chiefs to an 
interview by ptom-KS c( large sums, and to cut them oil by 
Ucacbery , which U clTcoeJ it would then be easy to 
vanquLb an army deprived cl Ita eaders Wlh such vwu-s 
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he despatched Mustapha Khan and Raja Janegee Ram to 
the Mahratta camp, with proposals of peace and an invita- 
Uon to Boskar Raow to come to. an interview, should 'the- 
terms of friendship be accepted. Boskar Raow demanded 
heavy contributions , to which the agents readily consented, 
provided he would visit the Nuwab, whb at the same time 
daily sent him friendly letters and valuable presents At 
length, the Mahratta, blinded by avarice, consented, and a 
day was appointed.' The Nuwab having communicated his 
intentions to his nephew Sayid Ahmed, Jaffier Khan, and 
Fakier Allah Beg, commanded them to select a confidential 
band of men, and drew ^h$in up within the screens round 
the tent of audfcnce, with ^55;^ers to rush up on Bo^r. and 
his attendants, upon a signal whi^ appoinceafproraising 
liberal rewarda^^i^ij^^eir obedience At length, the day 
fixed bein2>'kmved, Boskan Raow moved from Cutwa with 
the greatest part of his army ; and on his arrival near the 
Nuwab’s encampment, leaving his troops drawn up in order 
of battle, advanced with other principM .chiefs and his 
attendants. The Bengal troops were drawn up to receive 
him. Near the tent of audience he dismounted, and 
entered the inclosure of screens with his companions, 
supported by Mustapha Khan and Raja Janegee Ram, who 
soon after, however, contrived to quit him. As the 
Mahratta Chief advanced, Aly Verdy Khan eagerly inquired 
which was Boskar Raow , and on his being pointed out, 
cried out with a loud voice, “cut down the infidel In an 
instant, the appointed baud rushed on their victims , and 
Boskar Raow, with nineteen officers of rank, were slaughter- 
ed. The Nuwab now mounted his elephant,* and puttmg 
* The following anecdote is related, of Aly Verdy 
Khan’s coolness. During the conflict in the tenf, he was 
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hunielf at the head of hit troops^ funouily charged the 
Mab/atta hoe nrbich aot expecting an attack, and depnred 
of theu generals, was immediately routed- Aly Verdy 
Mian pursued the en 0 y to Cutva, their standing camp 
which had been left under the command of Ragoo Gfcowor 
who had uniformly refused to accompany Soikar to the fatal 
interview Being informed of the fate of his general, he 
fled with preopiution, and evacuated the provmcei without 
attempting to revenge the massacre- 

Aly \erd^ Khan returned to 3Ioorshadabad and baring 
dlslnbuted ten lacs of rupees as a gratuity to the troops, 
conferred liberal revrards on thosp«~ckiefs who bad assisted 
moi K in the cotnple(ior^>«^ his iosIdiSus and bloody 
victory irajv Abmec^^bout tins time being ofTended at 
hu brother for rcfuimg him the of Hoogly, 

(though he had a greater revenue than he expend , 
andtheofHce he desired was conferred on his own son 
ba)fd Ahmed uho had been without any coosequcncial 
employroeot since hu unfortunate administration at Cuttack ) 
icUrcd in disgust to Patna, where he devoted himiclf in 
his old age to sensual enjoyments. 

The Nuwab now freed from foreign enemies was 
assiduously employed in the regulation of hit provinces and 
(oimtng plans for the repair of that desolation which the 

requested by liij attendants to retire and mount hts elephant 
tut oue of hu slippers could not be found and ho refused 
to go till ii was brought. \periortsaId “Is this a lime to 
Jock for ihpperir No replied he *^6ut were I logo 
utihtui them, It would hereafter bo said— Aly \crdy 
Kh*a »as In such a hurry itr go away that lie left his 
thppni bcLicd him. 
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Mahrattas had spread through all the districts west of the 
river Ganges , but a storm soon arose within his own 
dominions, which was more threatening to his power than 
the armies of the Dekkan He had, in order to attach his 
Chiefs to his interest during the war, been lavish of his 
favours, and more so of promises of future rewards to them , 
but which, now finding inconvenient to fulfil, he broke, 
thereby giving offence to many, but particularly to his 

principal general, Mustapha Khan 

This Chief had been constantly the principal counsellor 
and agent of Aly Verdy Khan. To his fidelity and valour he 
in great measure owed his acquisition of the rausnud of 
Bengal, and his success over the Mahratta invaders To his 
address he was indebted also for the decisive but treacherous 
blow given to his enemies, by the late assassination of Boskar 
Raow and his officers and it is said that for this last service 
he had promised him the government of Behar, which was 
held by his nephew and son-in-law, Zyn Addeen. The 
general was urgent for the performance of his promise , and 
made the demand m ^uch a manner, as shewed he rather 
esteemed himsdlf the partner m authority, than the servant 
of the Nuwab He interfered also by his recommendations 
of persons to office, with the plans of the Nuwab, who granted 
many favours to his importunity ; but every compliance was 

instantly succeeded by new requests , so that the Nuwab was 

in danger of becoming a tool in the hands of his general, a 
situation which his high spirit could not brook To such a 
pitch had Mustapha Khan carried his influence, that the 
zemindars of Bengal, when pushed for payment of the 

revenue by the collectors, or- when they had been guilty of 

any breach of the regulations, bribed him to screen them 
from the resentment of the Nuwab , who, to please .ne 

32 
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genera] often repealed bit onrn order*, to the injury of hU 
ticasurj and authority in to much that the civil ulScer* of 
government became of little coniequeoce m the e)c8 of tbo 
renter*. Aly Verdy Kban bore with the evil till it «a5 
becoming dangerous but on the general 8 demanding the 
province of Deliar fearing, from bit osin conduct in a similar 
situation that Musiapha Kban uould Gnally direct the force 
«blch that government would gl\o him against bis patron as 
be himself had done against the unlortunala Seifcrai Khan 
he positively refused lie however endeavoured but in vain 
by e%er7 other means to raUsfy him for bis breach of 
promise Alusupba Kban had resolved to establish himself 
la Bchar and would not be satisfied with any thing less It 
is said (hat be hat even slews upon Bengal to accomplish 
which be would not have spared the life of bis' maiiier 
Jealousies now took plsce and each party became suspicious 
of the other t imeotioQi knowing that assassination was an 
engine they each could make use of without remorse and 
which perhaps, both watched on opporiualty to employ 
Appearances of regard were however kept up between the 
Nuwab and bis general but the latter now always went well 
guarded in hi* visits to court. At length an accident brought 
allalrs to * crisis which produced an open rupture 

.ilusupha Khan one day intending to pay bis respect* to 
. the Nuwab despatched before him two 

of hi* principal oOicers, to ubiervo the 
sute of the audience chamber and rematk If there were any 
signs of treachery against him; a precatuion he lud used 
since the coolness bad taken place The officer*, having 
made their obe since to the prince sat down to wait the 
ajiival of the bcnerAl when just as It was announced a 
eunuch cacao from tit* ioicxlor apartmenti ^"<1 Informed the 
s* 
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Nmvab, that his Bcgiiin was sudden'y taken ill, and desired 
to see him the Nuwab rose up, and, retiring, desired that 
the officers woi Id excuse him for a few minutes to their 
general At this instant, the tread of feet and uncommon 
rustling Were lieard in ihe passage to the haram, which the 
officers, ever suspicious of treachery, supposing to proceed 
from armed men concealed to assassinate their lord, and the 
Nuwab’s dep mure giving colour to their apprehensions, they 
rushed out and informed Mustapha Khan, who was now 
alighting in the court of their fears The general, prepared 
for alarm by the consciousness of his own evil designs, 
remounted, and hastening precipitately to his cantonments, 
refused to return , though the Nuwab, who had almost 
instantaneously came back to the chamber of audience, 
despatched after him his nephew, Nuazish Mohammed, to 
inform him that he was wailing to receive him, and anxious 
to inquire the cause of his sudden departure, with solemn 
assurances that no treachery had been intended On the 
return of his nephew, Aly Verdy Khan would have gone in 
person to persuade him of his sincerity , but the entreaties 
of his famdy, who were alarmed for his safety, prevailed upon 
him to give up that hazardous design Every trial was made 
to calm the apprehensions of the general, but in vain, and he 
now openly declared his intentions of quilting the Nuwab's 
service, and demand6d the arrears of pay due to himself and 
followers. Aly Verdy IChan gladly complied with his wishes 
and paid without delay seventeen lacs* of rupees, without 
examining his accounts , at the same time commanding him, 
as he was resolved to leave his service, to qiut his dominions. 
Mustapha Khan, emboldened by the readiness with which the 

* One hundred and seventy thousand pounds. 
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Nuwab satUfied hU denusds, and regarding It u a proof of 
veakneaa and fear, nudo proposaU to the Afghan comman 
dcrs of corps to depose Aljr Verdy khan, and to divide bis 
territories cquallj among them Sbumiheer khan, a con 
sldcrablo Chief agreed lo join him but the rest, as Serdar 
yiian Rihlm khan, an^ others, declined sajing that if 
AIj \erdjr khan had Injored him by withholding his just 
demands they would readily have assisted him in enforcing 
redress but to mutiny for no cause or to behave ungrate* 
folly to ihetr benefactor they esteemed base and dishonour 
able. The Kuvab took care to emprovo this good disposition 
by present gratuities, and promises of favour to the loyal 
Qilefs and iheir followers but, not willing to hanrd the 
safety of his capital by proceeding to eztremiues against the 
rebel v.as content to guard the city from insult and to wait 
patiently for his departure. At length Musupha Khan, 
having Uvcd every art, but without cfTect, to corrupt the army 
marched from Moorsbudabad with upwards of eight thousand 
horse and a great number of foot, with the intentloD of 
posscising himself of Behar The Inbabltanis of the diy who 
during the quarrel had been under the greatest alarm for their 
personi and propert) received new life from bis departure 
The Nuuab having liberally rewarded bis troops for thoir 
hdehi) pininularly Serdar Khan Rahim khan and 
Shumiiccr khan who had been gained oscr from joining 
the rebel now prepared to pursue him After a few dajs 
leann the city in charge of his nephew Nuatlsh, ha began 
bU marc i at the *amo Umo writing lo Zyn Addecn governor 
of 1 ni the capital of Bchar not to haxarj an engigement 
in the cl I an 1 if he LhoU|,ht that c ty not dcfenublc, to 
cicsi i-c rucr and cnovo down the opposite bank, till ha 
C4uU form a junubo with his grind aimy 
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Mustapha Khan having plundered Rajemahel, and taken 
possession of some elephants and cannon stationed there,! 
proceeded to Mongier, of which he gained possession with 
little loss, the fortress being in a ruinous state. He next 
advanced towards Patna, hoping to make an easy conquest 
of that city; but intelligence of his defection having reached 
Zyn Addeen, the son-in-law of the Nuwab, who was then’ 
engaged in some operations on the opposite bank of the 
Ganges, he returned expeditiously, and encamped near the' 
town, resolved, notwithstanding the contrary advice of his' 
uncle the Nuwab, to oppose the enemy, however superior m 
number. He despatched a messenger to Mustapha Khan, 
desiring to knew his intentions, declaring, that if they were 
to seize the city, he must produce the imperial orders to that 
effect , but if his design was only to pass through the 
province into Beneras or Oude, he was welcome to pursue 
his router any way but through the capital. The rebel 
insolently replied, “terntory is for him who can conquer it 
“^ere is no occasion for an imperial grant.” He con-! 
eluded by asking, “by what authority was his uncle supported' 
“in seizing Bengal, ,and murdering his sovereign, Serferaz 
“Khan ?” ' 

Zyn Addeen, not intimidated at the rebel’s approach,’ 
prepared to receive him, though his army did not consist ofl 
more than five or six thousand horse , great part of them' 
raised in a hurry, and inexperienced. The enemy ^soon^ 
appeared, and attacked his camp , when Zyn Addeen was on! 
the first onset deserted by all his troops, ex6ept a few hundred 
veterans who guarded his person. Mustapha Khan«^ was*-, 
furiously charging this small body , when his elephant driver^ 
being killed by a musquet shot, the animal became unrully, 
and at the same time two of his principal officers were mortally 
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KOanded Unable to matuge hli elephant be alighted in 
order to nt ant a hone but bU txoopi on miuing him from 
his i#iryavi * fuppoiing him slain, were seixed vritb a panic, 
and retreated In confusion towards their own camp 
hloslapha Khan endeavoured to rail)* and convince them of 
their error but was alto obliged to retire Zjn Addeen not 
thinking it prudent to pursue was contented with the 
repuite of the enemy and remained within bis lines A 
distant cannonade and skiimltblng was kept up for sev^en 
days between the (wo armlet but on the eighth, the rebel 
after sending oil bis baggage and tents some miles to the 
westward of Patna, again attacked the lines of Zt n Addeen 
who defended his post With gallanir^ and resolution hlus* 
tapha knan siiU unfortunate In the be^mniDg of tlie assault 
was wounded in the e)e with an arrow which obliged him to 
retreat and liavlng no* intelligence of the near approach of 
Alj Ver ly Kban, be judged it best to give over bis designs on 
Patna, and to march towaids the frontier of Uehar lie was 
pursued by (be Nuwab and bla nephew from place to place 
but expecting soon to be joined by a body of MahralUs, in 
conjunction with whom he hoped to bo more succesiful and 
not choosing to hazard an cDgagcmcDt with bis own troops 
dirphlicJ by their late rrpuJiet and the loss of their two 
principal Chiefs he passed Into the tciritories of the Nuwab 
of Oude and took refuse under the walls of Chunar whither 
Aif \crly Kbao fearful of embroiliog himself with Su/fder 
JuQ^ dul not choose lo pursue him hut returned to Patru 
Scarcely had be reached that city when hi received 
InUlli^cnce that Hap,o\ce Uhoseta, encouraged by assurances 
of assiiunct from Musupba Khan and eager to levcogo 
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the assassination of Boskar R«io\v and his officers, had 
marched towards Bengal with a large army and was rapidly 
advancing Aly Verdy Khan, leaving his son-in-law to 
defend Behar and watch the motions of the rebel, hastened 
to Moorshudabad, for the defence of that city, and to 
prevent, if possible, a junction of the Mahrattas with 
Rlustapha Khan At the same time he sent an ambassador 
to endeavour to divert Rigojee from his invasion; but that 
Chief, supposing Bengal to be in a state of disaffection and 
the offers of the Nuwab to proceed from fear, demanded 
the unreasonable sum of three crores of rupees as the pnce 
of his forbearance The Nuwab, though resolved not to 
consent to terms so exorbitant and dishonourable, yet willing 
to gam time, in hopes that the rainy season, now near, would 
stop the Mahratta from action, and allow him effectually to 
punish Mustapha Khan, instructed his ambassador to amuse 
Ragojee with professions of compliance In consequence of 
this,i nearly two months were wasted m negociation at , 
Eurdwan, where the enemy encamped , and, at the expiration of 
that time, Aly Verdy Khan received intelligence of the defeat 
and death of Mustapha Khan, who had, with great additions 
to his former force, invaded Behar, thinking to find it an easy 
conquest, whilst the attention of Aly Verdy Khan was engaged 
by the Mahratta invasion, but the abilities and good fortune 
of Zyn Addeen prevailed against him 

The Nuwab, who had continued at his capital in order to 
convince Ragojee that he was sincere in his desire of peace, 

now ordered his ambassador to return, and sent him this 

_ ^ ’ 

♦ They fought near Jugdispore Mustapha was killed 
by a musquet-ball , and his body having been quartered, was 
<hung at the four gates of Patna. 
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raunUns Pg»ogo *^tiiOEo frho seek peace from an eoem}’ 
“are guided either by a sense of iheir own Ion or Inferiority 
*'or hopes of advantage but, praised be God 1 the heroes of 
*^e true faith feel no dread of encountering inhdels. Peace 
'theiefore depends upon this when the Hons of Itlaum tbali 
**40 engage the monsters of idolatry that they shall swim In 
the blood of each other and struggle till one party ihall 
‘'overpowered beg for quarter Ragojee replied ‘that, to 
“obtain this crisis he had already advanced nearly a thousand 
“miles from his own coontry » but the Nuwab bad not yet 
^^o^xd one hundred to do him the honours of a meeting ’ 
hiy Verdy Khan rejoined ‘that the rainy season being arrived 
“and Ragojee having suffered fatigue and Inconvenience from 
“his long march it would be prudent for him to spend the 
^mclcment months in some convenient spot that bis troops 
“might refresh and prepare for engagement In the dry season 
“when he woold respectfully wait upon him e\cn (o his own 
dominions. ' Ragojee accordingly encamped In Beerbhoom 
and reduced the province of Cutuck. and most of Qurdwan 
by bis detachments. 

In the beginning of the coo) season of 1158 Aiy Verdy 
Khan marched from his capital to O 0 er battle to the enemy 
Hut Ragojee alarroed at his ap|woach moved into Rebar, in 
order to form a junction with the remalas of Mustapba Khan 5 
adbercius who itlll continued to Infest the billy part of that 
pro>mce under Mortusxa Khan son to the deceased Chief 
although too weak to venture Into the open country alone 
The Suwab not being able to overtake the Mahratus 
encamped at Bsnkipore a short distance west of Patna, for 
wmelimt but on hearing that the enemy had crossed the 
Soane to Join tha Algbans, he proceeded to Mohlb Aleepore 
CO the bonks of that river 
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Ragojee having effected his purpose of joining the rebels, 
advanced towards the Nuwab’s army in great force , and 
several engagements took place, m all which t^ie latter was 
victorious , particularly in one, when the Mahratta general 
was so completely surrounded, that he must have been taken 
prisoner, had not Shum sheer Khan and Serdar Khan, two of 
Aly Verdy Khan's Afghan oflBcers, who were privately 
negociating a treaty with the enemy, purposely let him escape.. 
This discovery of treachery alarmed the Nuwab, and he again 
offered terms to the Mahratta but Ragojee would not accept 
them , and seeing no advantage in opposing Aly Verdy Khan 
in the field, by advice of Meer Hubbeeb he proceeded rapidly 
towards Moorshudabad, in hopes of being able to plunder 
that city before the Nuwab could reach it with his army. 
Aly Verdy Khan, however, moved with such expedition, that 
he arrived only one day after the enemy, who had only time 
to ravage part of the suburbs, and on his approach, retreated 
across the river Bhagarutty The Nuwab followed Ragojee 
to Cutwa , near which he obliged him to engage, and defeated 
him with great slaughter, when the Mahrattas retreated towards 
Midnapore Here, having received intelligence of insurrec- 
tion in his own country, Ragojee returned hastily to Berar 
with the bulk of his army, leaving Meer Hubbeeb and the 
Afghan Chiefs for the defence of Cuttack , upon which the 
Nuwab, giving up for the present the recovery of that pro- 
vince, returned to his capital, m order to refresh his troops, 
and to correct some misdoings which he had discovered 
among his principal officers 

It has been already mentioned, that Serdar Khan and 
Shumsheer Khan, during the campaign, had suffered Ragojee 
to escape, when they might have made him prisoner The 
Nuwab had also, while the Mahrattas were m the neighbourhood. 
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of the capita] entmiled the protection of the roadi 
between it and BugwangoUb from ^rbence tiie citj was 
fumiabed rrub luppliet from ibe dUtricu ca^Uar t of the 
Ganges to those oQicert who cither through neglect or 
design, allowed Ibe marauders more than once to plunder 
the convoys. The Nuwab upon this removed them from 
that duty which be entrusted to bis nephew, Sayid Ahmed 
who fulhlled it to his sallsfacUon, and Intercepted Irtters from 
Ragojee to the furiner commanders, which proved their 
connivance AJy Verdy Khan bad concealed bn mspictons 
till the retreat of the Mabrattas , but, upon hl^ returned to 
Moorsbadabad be dismUscd them with Dielr followers, 
about SIX thousand men, from his service but allowed 
them to retire to tlielr homes In the district of Durbunga, on 
the eastern side of the Ganges, in the province of llehar In 
Ibis season of temporary repose were celebrated the manUges 
A. D 17 ^ 4 , grandson Seraje-ad Dowlab and 

AVrem sd Dowlah sons t>I /)n Addeen 
Ahmed the latter of whom bad been aJupted li) NuaaUh 
Mohammed who had no children Upward of two thousand 
rich dresses were dUlnbuicd on ibis occasion among the 
attendants at court and, during a whole month the populace 
Were feasted at the expeoso of the Nuwab. The magnlGceace 
ot these nuptials the brilliant Ulumloations splendid pageants, 
and grand processions of ibe bridegrooms, are sJlI spoken 
of wUb admiration by the inbabHants of UengaL 

Aty \erdy Khan having now resolved to attempt the 
cipuliloo oI the Mahraius and Afghans, from Cuttack, ap- 
Mcer Jsfficf Kban* to the command of a cnniWerablo 

, person who, after the deccjic ol Air \erdy 

by the am larwe of lb* Cogllih acquired the mutnud 
« IkngsL He was married to a half slater of Aly \ erdy Kban 
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•detachment for ti) it service , giving him, by way of 
encouragement tlic Foujedanes of Injelee and Midnapore, 
m adduion to the office of paymaster-general Meer Jaffier, 

on hts arrival at Midnapore, defeated a 

A D 1747 

small body of the enemy , when, being 
much addicted to luKury and indolence, he did not pursue 
his advantag , but pul his troops into cantonments , though 
the Nuwab had ordered him to proceed to Cuttack without 
delay, before the enemy could be reinforced from I 3 erar, the 
Chief’s son of which, J.inojee, was preparing for a fresh 
^invasion At leiif^ih the expected Mahratta army entered 
Cuttack ; and Meer J ifficr, not choosing to hazard the defence 
of Midnapore, retreated towards Burdwan , when the advanced 
party of the enemy, observing his pusillanimitv, hung upon 
his rear, and plundered his baggage of several elephants. 
Aly Verdy Khan, ujion this, despatched Attah Allah Khan 
with a reinforcement, to supersede him in the command , and 
moved also himself from the capital with his army, to support 
him, if necessarv Allah Allah engaged the enemy at 
Burdwan, and defeated them , but having secret designs on 
the government himself, the accession to which he had been 
foretold by a fanatic officer in his service who pretended to 
the gift of prophecy, he thought the present a proper occasion 
to assume independence. For this purpose, he endeavoured 
to corrupt Meer Jaffier by a promise of the government of 
Behar, if he would assist m deposing the Nuwab Meer Jaffier 
at first listened to the proposal, but, at the remonstrances of 
his friends on the danger of the attempt, withdrew his con- 
currence. Intelligence of this treacherous combination, 
however, having reached Aly Verdy Khan, he ' determined to 
lessen their influence, and, on his arrival at Burdwan, 
reprimanded Meer Jaffier severely for his conduct in 
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AlldflapOro upon which that Chief refrained from hit usoal 
atJendanco at the durlar Altah ^Viiah Khan proad of hli 
late victory, and not eupccting that his evil designs were 
known to the Nttwab, demanded the command of a thoosand 
borre for Meef Aly Asglr the Uazilc ofl^cer who had pro- 
phesied hl5 eialtatioo and bad greatly distinguished himself 
in the action but this the Kuwob refused snd Attah Allah 
being disgusted threatened to lea\c the army Aly Verdy 
Khan was not to be moved and he accordingly reUred with 
his folloaers to Moorshudabad The Nuwah woujd now 
have o^'erlooked the faults of hteer JaiBer and on the death 
of a relation, condescendingly went to pay him a vliu of 
condolence as a mark of returning favour but that Chief 
soppoalog this honour to proceed from a dread of hts 
laBuenre Insolently aeglecteti the complimentary adrasce 
from hii tent to meet him on uhleh the Nuwab to great 
wrath laid aside bis InteoUoDS after be bad gone half wa; 
and returned to bis camp He now ordered blm to give In 
the accounts of hii oiSce and to send Sbujan Shing his 
deputy with them to the durbar Mcer JaQler refused , upon 
which the Suvab removed him from all his employments 
and offered service to bis followers In other crops, which they 
readily embraced The general Hading himwlf deserted 
wodM hare mode concesiloos , but tbe Nuwab ordered fains 
to leave the army and retire to the capital 

Aly Verdy Khan notwithstanding this distension and the 
A. D 1743. loss ol two 0/ his generals, kept the Held, 
and defeated the .ifahraius in it\cral 
co*s^emctus. Janojee attempted like bit father, to plunder 
^ capitjJ hut the ^uwab followed him with such rapidity* 
that be bid not llroo to execute bis designs and on the 
^trtcachef ths rains icurcd to •didnapore wercbecauioMd 
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and Aly Verdy Khan marched to Moorshudabad, not 
choosing to pursue him farther till the dry season Meer 
Aly Asgir, the prophesj mg fanatic, was now obliged by the 
Nuwab to quit the provinces , though Nuazish Mohammed 
used every entreaty with ^is uncle to allow him to remain in 
the city with Attah Allah Khan, whom the Nuwab yet 
permitted to reside there 

The rams had scarcely subsided, when the Nuwab prepar- 
ed to march against the Mahrattas, and was encamped at 
Amaunee Gunge, not far from the capital, when he received 
sudden intelligence of an insurrection m Behar, the assassina- 
tion of his nephew Zyn Addeen, and the captivity and 
disgraceful death of his brother Hajy Ahmed It has been 
already remarked, that the Nuwab had discharged from his 
service the Afghan Chiefs, Shumsheer Khan and Serdar 
Khan, with their follo\sers These generals had resided 
since that time m their jagieis in Durbunga, but the existence 
of such a body of armed men, tree from any control of the 
governor of the province, could not long continue without 
endangering its safety Zyn Addeen, according to some 
reports, dreading their rebellion, or, to others, by attaching 
the Afghans to his interests, meaning to insure his succession 
to his uncle, or to assume independence on his authority, 
had, during the rams, represented to him by his agent, that 
the discharged Chiefs were sorry for their past conduct, and 
desirous of being readmitted to his service he' therefore 

1 

requested that he might be allowed to entertain them, as the 
only mode of preventing a commotion, to v/Hich they would 
have recourse, shoixld their petition be rejected The 
Nuwab, with some reluctance, consented * ’ and Zyn Addeen 

\ 

* Mr. Orme says, it was a plot of Aly Verdy Khan’s to 
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made propotali to the two Chleff which ibe/ received with, 
jeeming Mil* actitn. The Icrmt of se> ice being edjiuted 
ha the end of the month Zilhijc ii6i ihe» marched from 
Durbuopa to the lank of the Oan^cf opi o it i atna a^d 
the i^Ocrn i to osiure them of hit confnl n <n I alnceritj’ 
condescenJcd to visit them \ hh a few ntl ndanU. He 
rec i\ d ^vilb piQ( er re pc'!, and a da) was lixed for their 
crosilng the rner with ihcir fillowers I lie governor re 
turned to bis palace saiishcd ot tb Ir fnlclK)' and Issued 
orders for the {irovlsioa of boats tlicir i nve)aiice On 
the dajr appointed the Afghans crossed the Oaiigcs, and 
eocatn] ed near the citf when Z)n Ad lecii again visited 
Serdar Khan* The two next dajs vveie chosen for the 
generals to pi) Ihetr respects to him separate))’ at the 
palace and the governor in order to obviate an)- fears they 
might have of treachery commanded Uiat on)^ ids donaesUc 
tenants should attend him even to the exclusion of blO' 
usual bod)guards. Serdar Khan came ilie first da/ , and 
having received the customary tokens of ckteem returned to 
hi* comp. The following morning the g »\eruor repaired to 
^ ^ fall hall of audience, to receive the 

promised visit of Shumaheer Khan and 
os on (he dajr before would not permit any guuds to attend 
allowing only a few oSiceri of bis houvehold no be presenu 
hiru came nearly a (boo and of the Alihan infaotr), with 
maitblockt and matches lighted who after saluting arranged 
thcmicUet id the square of the palace A Chief named 

dciuoy all iho Afghan Chlcfii by gunpowder bee Vol IL, 
pa^o ao. 

• It is said this Chief was not a partner in iho UcoiOd 
oi far 0* reipcettU the oasauUsaiioru 
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Morad Khan, next entered, with a crowd of oflBcers, 

who filkd the hall, and eagerly pressed to present tlieir 
offerings. ! tus being done, Zyn Addeen inquired for 
Shumshe^ I Ki an, and was told he was not far off Morad 
Sheer K » m now ordered his companions to take leave, and 
make ro(iM) ‘oi others They rose, and according to custom, 
received u i a htile^ from the governor, who was earnest in 
distnbulu l , when one of the Afghnas, suddenly drawing 
a dagger, unied a stroke at him, but without effect One o£ 
the Nuwali's .utendants immediately cried out “treachery!” 
but Zyn \ ideen had onlv time to draw his sabre, when* 
Morad Sheer Khan cut him down, and he fell dead on the 
pillow of ins musnud Several of his attendants were slam; 
and the palace being filled with the traitors, also the streets, 
of the city by the soldiers of Shumsheer Khan, no resistance 
could be made by the dependants of the governor The 
Afghans committed great excesses in the town, the inhabi- 
tants of which had no remedy but to submit to their 
authority Shumsheer Khan ordered Hajy Ahmed to be 
brought before him, and demanded an account of his 
treasure , but declining a discovery, he was tortured m 
various modes for seventeen days, till at length he expired ; 
not unjustly punished for his treachery, and share in the 
murder of the unfortunate Serferaz Khan About seventy 
lacs of rupees were found buried m his house, besides jewels 
and other valuables to a great amount The effects of Zyn, 
Addeen were seized , and his Begum Ameena, the daughter 
of Aly Verdv Khan, with his other women, forcibly carried. 

* It is a composition of various ingredients folded in 
an aromatic leaf, and is constantly chewed by the natives of 
Hindoostan It is properly called paun. 
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to tbe camp of Sbumtbeer Khaa vbo Iea\ log the cit/ under 
charge of hit deputy fixed bU headquartert at a liule dis 
tasce and engaged In raising oetr leWet with the plunder be 
bad acquired Intending to Imide Bengal The wealth/ 
Inhahitants of Patna were obliged to pa/ large sums, to tare 
their boutet from being plundered and a bear/ contnbntioa 
was exacted from the people at targe b/ the rehelt 

Alf Verd/ Khan though Inward!/ affected at the death 
of bit brother and nephew the diigraceful captlrit/ of bis 
daughter and the loss of Bebac^ threatened alto ^\!th that of 
Bengal b/ the inrasion of the Mahraitas at this alarming 
criilt did not late hit intrepldit/ of mind but lustained the 
storms of calamltf nlth maol/ resolution and prepared to 
combat the aitachi of reisfortone He convened his principal 
ofScers, some of whom be bad reason to suppose connected 
with the rebels, being of the same tribes and desired their 
adWce /or his conduct m the present uabapp/ junoure of his 
aCain. The/ unanimously declared that the/ would 
lojall/ obey his commands Ho replied, that his belored 
brother and nephew being slain and their famillet plunged 
in diigraceful capUvit/ be found life under such mUforiunes 
unrevcDgcd intolerable therefore hnew no remed/ but to 
punUh the rebels or die in the attempt. If therefore any 
wished to follow bim to this extremit/ he would spare 
nothing to reward them , but oeuhar uouM he detain thote 
who tQi,,ht choose to quit bis service having already received 
more obK atfons from them than he could ro pay and at ho 
had rtnlvcd to jcck death rather than lead a diihonourablo 
lie hut fe / followers were neccisar/ to enable him to obtain 
the lottncr The Chiefs one and all exclaimed that the/ 
•‘OJcJ him GvioUble gratitude for hii long experienced 
^fcwoni/ Uiatds them and had no views but to aacrdico 
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^‘their lives, if necessary, in his service to perform which, 
they bound themselves by oath on the Koran Aly Verdy 
Khan now convinced of their fidelity, paid up their, arrears 
and prepared to march against the rebels The Mahrattas 
by this time had advanced from Burdwan, and began to lay 
waste the country within a short distance of the capital , but 
the Nuwab, knowing that to follow these marauders, who 
always avoided coming to action, would be m vain, and would 
give time to the rebels in Behar to gather strength, was not 
to be diverted from his purpose He stationed Sayid 
Ahmed at Bogwangolah, to preserve the communication 
for supplies open between the Ganges and the city, the 
defence of which he entrusted to Nuazish Mohammed and 
Attah Allah Khan, with a boay of five thousand horse A 
proclamation was also- issued, that he found it necessary to 
march against the rebels, though the Mahrattas were in the 
environs of the city , and recommending, to such as chose it, 
to retire with their families to places of greater security, 
previous to his departure Most of the inhabitants who could 
procure conveyance accordingly moved, with their families 
and effects, across the Ganges , so that scarely any but the 
soldiery and poor remained Having finished his prepara- 
tions, he moved from Amaunee Gunge, with an army of 
twenty thousand horse, and as many foot In order to secure 
provisions, he had collected a large fleet of boats, amply 
laden, to accompany his march up the banks of the Ganges 
Meer Jaffier on this occasion was again taken into favour, 
restored to command, and to the office of paymaster-general 


Aly' Verdy Khan reached Mongier without opposition, 


March, 1749 


except m a trifling skirmish with some of 
Mahrattas at BhauguIpore,'who had march- 


-ed to join the rebels Here a , messenger was intercepted 
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with kuet# fiom Atuh Allah Khaa* lo the Inturgciui, In. 
which ho enconragod them to ataad and offered to ombraco 
their caiuo at a coavcolent opportunity The Nuwab wa*- 
iolned at Mooulct by a few of the Behar lemlodara, and de^ 

peadanu of the late Zyn Addeon, who lo/orojed him that the 

rcbcli h»d left Patna, and were encamped at Bar In number 
about fifty ibomand hone and foot, expecting to be Joined 
by the Mahrattas. 

Janoiee and Steer Hubbeeb having reached the vicinity 
of the rebel* camp Invited them to a conference at which 
they embraced the lervico of the Mahratta Chief and 
Shumibeer Khan wo* inverted him with the Vt il a u i of the 
Soubahdary of Behar The next da} Meer Hubbeeb vV*Ued 
Sbumiheer Khan who after hit andlence left him to repose 
but privately directed the goard over the tents, when he 
ihonld prepare to reinm to bit own camp to detain him, u 
a tecuntyfor the piymeot of the erpcniet he had Incurred 
in leir)lng an army for the service of MahraUaa, at whose 
Instigation he pretended he had assaulnaled Zyn Addeem 
This scheme by tome meant coming to the Itnowledge of 
an attendant of fileer Hubbeeb be directed tome of the 
honemen who hid accompanied him, to leave the comp, 
but to reium Suddenly oj If pursued by on enemy and 
spread an alarm that the Nowob t army was In tight , In 
hopes ibii by this ilntlagem he might save hU master from 
the Intended treachery The boriemeo spread the alarm as 
directed and much confusion occurred In the rebels camp 
Ihe rcpreicnullooi ol "Mcer Hubbeeb, 

Hu diu.bjer bod been beleolhcd to Straje ad Doalah. 
butdieJaUwdiji befoio iho tauiiago mit lo have taken-, 
flace. 
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that the present was no time for settling accounts, he was 
not allowed to depart till he had paid a considerable sum,, 
and given the security of merchants for a much greater This 
dispute proved highly favourable to Aly Verdy Khan, by' 
preventing the Mahrattas from acting in conjunction with the' 
rebels, as the former now resolved to watch only an oppor- 
tunity for plundering either army. The following day the 
Nuwab offered battle to the enemy, and, by his usual good 
■fortune, Serdar Khan was killed by a matchlock ball m the 
beginning of the action, which involved one-half of the rebles 
in confusion, and spread • alarm through the troops of 
Shumsheer Khan At this juncture the Marhattas appeared 
in the rear, hoping tp. effect the plunder of . the Nnwab’s campj 
while he was engaged^ Upon Seraje-ad-Dowlah’s represent- 
ing that it was proper to detach a body to oppose them, he-' 
replied, “that he would first to defeat his enemy in front,' 
and then with ^ease disperse the Mahrattas." Having said 
this, he charged the rebels with great fury, and they fled panic-^ 
srtuck before him Shumsheer Khan, being deserted by his 
troops, was attracked on his elephant by ap oflScer named- 
Hubbeeb Beg, who slew him, and cutting off his head, brought’ 
It to the Nuwab The Mahrattas, Seeing the defeat of the' 
rebels, withdrew from the field without sinking a blow, and the-' 
Nuwab quietly took possession of the Afghan camp , which 
they had left standing, with all their tents and baggage. 
Here the Nuwab found his daughter, the Begum of Zyn 
Addeen, and the rest of his family, who had been made 
prisoners at Patna Having offered up thanks for this, on 
hiS sitle, almost bloodless vicrory, and the > happy retrieval of 
his insulted honour, he proceeded to Patna,' where he dis- 
tributed large sums to the religious and poor, ^ra gratitude to 
God for hi§ success, and took measures for repairing the 
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loitfi of government In the Into rebellion Having rent for 
the women and children of the pnocipai injurgcnti from 
Durbunga on their arrival he lodged them in hit own Aaram 
treating them with humanity and klndneu, and after a short 
Ume tet them at liberty At thji time aJio he permitted tlio 
women and family of hleer Hubbeb who bad been conGned 
since hii joining the MahraUai to return to hirm and 
furnished them with money conveyances and gn escort for 
their protceuon to the enemy* camp Having r settled 
^t he covemm ent-Qt -Debar ho appointed hn grandson Scraja 
^a^Djonltb guvornur of that province but nominal d Rija 
Ta nky Rim i^o be bij depot) and to perform ibe duty he 
also appointed his second son In lav Sa) Id Ahmed Foujedar 
of Pomeab be then returned triumpbanily to Moorshudabad 
'but, previomly to catering the city obliged \iuh Allth 
Khan* to qurt it, and as soon as possible bis dominions 
permitting him hove>'er to rcoio^o vith alt bis effects and 
nearly seventy lacs of rupees irblch be bad acqt ired >n his 
Service thougu be bod repealed proofs of bis bavmg conspired 
ngimvthishfe and govcrnrocot Atiab Allah Kl an retired 
Into the province of OuJe and vraS soon afterwards slain 
m an acuon In the kcrvtcc of Suffdcr Jung against the 1 aians 
of bccckhabad janojee the MshratU Chief after the defeat 
ofbhutnsUccr Khan, not ihlnking himself equal to ;Uy \ erd> 
Kb^n la the field retired with hia arm) to Mldnaporo and 
sooa after on receiving Intelligence of iho death of hli mother 
marched to 4^a, pore leaving Mccr Hubbeeb with a detach 
Ocnl |jr the defenco of Cuttack 

Tee Nu^ab aiihs coocliiiloa of the rainsof }(6i moved 
a*iia from h^ capiul in order to drive the MahraUai from 


He vaa marneJ to a daughter of Hajy \hmcd. 
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Cuttack , and, on his approach, they quitted the city. He 
followed them from place to place, during the dry season, 
without being able to bring them to action , and on his 
return to iMoorshudabad, the enemy again obtained possession 
ol that province Bengal was this year free from their 
depredations , a point which the Nuwab esteemed an ample 
reward for the fatu ues of his campaign 

A D 1750 

The ncKt year he renewed his efforts, and 
the marauders evaded his pursuit as usual , which made the 
Nuwab resolve to canton for the rains at Midnapore but 
buildings were scarcely erected, when he received intelligence 
that Seraje-ad-Dowlah, his favourite grandson, had left 
Mo orshuda bad, with intentions of taking possession of Patna, 
which was governed in his name by Janky Ram, and of 
assuming independence. 

Aly Vardy Khan, who loved his grandson to distraction, 
was more alarmed for his personal safety in the opposition 
he might receive from the governor of Patna, than any 
ill consequences to himself from the rebellion He in- 
stantly left his array at Midnapore, and with a small force 
hastened to Moorshudabad where he remained only one 
day to refresh'' his troops, and then followed the impru- 
dent youth to whom he wrote in terms of the greatest 
affection, assuring him that he meant him for his successor, 
and entreating him to his protection Seraje-ad-Dowlab 
wrote an insolent reply, in which he accused the* Nuwab of 
promoting his uncles to offices of trust, and treating him 
only with pretended fondness , that he was ' weary of being 
controlled like a child, and, 'since he would not give him 
a share in authority, he was resolved to / seize what he 
regarded as his just right : therefore he hoped his grand- 
fefctber would not attempt to oppose him, as the consequence 
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mtut be, tIaC oae of them moit fall in the contest The 
Nuwsb returned tor answer that Senje ad Dowlah, through 
Improdence and wont of judgment* bad causeleuly accused 
him of want of regard, for he not onlf intended him the 
soccessiOQ of bli own dominions but to the government 
of the empire could be obtain it for bim« 
He concluded his letter with the foflowing 
sentences the religious champion* eager for mart/rdom 
is onmindfol that the manjr to love exceeds hiim In the 
^last day they will not be compared together for one is slain 
^'by an enemy but the other by a friend 

Sertje>ad Dowlab on bis arriral near Patna^ In the month 
of Retib 1163 summoned tne govemor 
Raja Janky Ham to deliver up the city 
and repair to his pretence anuring him of favour in case 
of bis obedience The Raja was to a loss how at act being 
fearful of sunenderiog hU charge without orders from the 
Nuwab and alarmed lest any accident should happen to 
Seraje ad Dowlab U he opposed him but at length he re 
solved on defending the city till be should hear from Aly 
Verdy Eham The imprudent young man asuultcd the town 
Without delay , but hlhadee Nissar Khan the principal adviser 
and leader of bis rebellion being killed early m the attack* 


nis foQoweri fled, and Scrajc ad Dowlab with difficulty shel 
lered himsetf In a bouse In the suburbs The Raja* rejoiced 
that be had escaped unhurt* immediately sent some of his 
principal officers to att nd him to a retidencs beHtliag bis 
rank md by the peisuaUons of his friends* he consented to 
remm to his grandfather Aly \erdy Khan was overjoyed 
at the ua po of the )ouih and haatcood to meet him Irrsiead 
of reproaches, ho rcceWed him with the greatest allcctfoD, 
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escrt the influence he now saw he had over him to his 

discredit and dishonour. The Nuwab, having spent a 

few days at Patna returned with his grandson to I\Ioorshu- 

dabad ; but was seized on the road by an intermitting 

fever, which continued long upon him. On his recovery 

in 1164, he marched against the Mah- 
A D 4751 , r , , 

rattas, who yet infested the province of 

Cuttack, and as usual, unable to bring them to a decisive 

engagement, spent the dry months in pursuing them from 

place to place. At length both parties, being tried of war, 

began equally to wish for an accommodation of their disputes. 

Aly Verdy Khan yielded to the hlahrattas the province of 

Cuttack, and agreed to pay annually twelve lacs of rupees, as 

the choute of Bengal * 

* The following IS an abstract of the treaty, by which 
the dignity of the Nuwab was nominally preserved 

“i That Meer Hubbeeb should be considered as the 
Deputy of the Nuwab ; that he should receive orders to ' 
appropriate the revenues of Orissa to the payment of the 
arrears due to the troops of Raja Ragojee Bhonsla, and that 
over and above the said assignment, the sum of twelve lacks 
of rupees should be paid to the said Raja’s agents, yearly, on 
condition that the Mahrattas should not again set foot in 
his highness’ territories. 

“■2. That the river Soonamooky,^ which runs by Ballasore, 
should be considered as the* boundary between the two domi- 
nions , and that the Mahrattas should never cross that river, 
nor even set a foot in its v/aters ” ' 

Meer Hubbeeb did not long enjoy the fruits of the 
labours , he was soon after assassinated by Janojee, the son 
of the Berar Rajai, 

* This IS probably a mistake, as the river Subanreeka, 
which runs by Jellasore, was considered the boundary of 
Orissa, till October 1803, when the, whole , province was. 
■re-conquered by the English. See Wellesley's Makraiia^ 
War. 
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The Nuwab by ihii pence, being freed from all hU 
cnemiet, gndoallf diiclurged hti luperduouj troop*, and 
emplojed bimielf in encouraging his people to rebuild the 
niUgei vhich bid been deitrofcd and to cultivate the lands, 
ubich In manj disuicu had long l^n waite, from the deser 
Uon of the lababltAct* during the repeated invailons From 
this penod we find nothing remarkable In his life the 
remainder of bii goterrunent being uninterrupted \Icissi 
tude A* he bad chosen Scraje ad Don lab for hi* successor 
he latterly entrusted him with a power which tras too often 
employed for the denruction of those against nbom he bad 
any pique or was jealous of their altachment to hii uncle*. 
Huuein Cooly Khan and hi* brother the fas’ourite* of hi* 
^ ^ ^ uncle Nauslsb Mohammed be asiassinated 
in the year 1168 and pnt to death other 
person* of rank without being punished by hi* grandfather 
which act* of cruelly estran,,ed from him the raldd* of 
people and prepared the way for bl* own future destruction 
In the year ii6q died Hauzisb Mohammed nephew to 

the Nuaab and son to Haiy Ahmed. He 
^ D »75«5 . j , , 4 

posseued many good qualitle*. and was 

much esteemed by the people for hi* clemency and chanlle* 
to the fricndleit and poor Hi* death wa* speedily followed 
hr that of his brother Sayld Ahmed who had for many 
years goremed the district of Pemcab with credit to himself 
uul tulvUction to the inbsblunt* bl* misfonuno at Cuttack 


hiving coricaed the warmth of bfs dfiposiiion and taught 
him prudence and humanity Both these prince* are well 
tpokcaof by the catiTe* of Bengal and ihclr mcnaory rc* 
pected ' uuUh Mohammed died without Issue , and Siyld 
Ahmed left cnly one wo, who succeeded him la bli gorem 
aent, under the tialc of Shokot Jung 
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Aly Verdy Khan did not long survive the death of his 
nephews In the eightieth year of his age, being seized witli 
a dropsy, he submitted for some days to the advice of his 
physicians , but finding himself growing worse, and judging 
that at this time of l^fe a recovery was not to be expected, 
refrained from medicine, and refused longer to follow any 
regime The expectations of his death caused great disputes 
among his relations His eldest daughter, Gheseety Begum, 
widow of Nuazish Mohammed, retired with her treasures to 
Mooteejeel,'*^ and distributed large sums among the followers 
of late husband, m hopes that they would support her against 
her nephew Seraje-ad-Dowlah, on ner father's demise "Slich 
policy was only the influence of her declining fortune When 
Aly Verdy Khan was in his last agonies, some of his women 
desired he would recommend them to the care of ‘his intended 
successor , but the Nuwab, knowing his bad qualities, observed 
smiling to them “that if he for three days should behave 
dutifully to his grandmother then they might entertain hopes 
of his tenderness ” Shortly after this, he departed to^^the- 
Divine mercy, on the 9th of Rejib, 1169, after a goverr^^nt 
ot sixteen years over the three provinces 
April 9, 1755. Bengal, Behar, and Orissa. He was 

buried the following night , near the tomb of his mother, in the 
garden of Khoosh Bang. 


* A country palace near Moorshudabad The pincipal 
bmldmg stands in a piece of water called Mootee Jeel or Pearl 
Lake It was erected by Nuazish Mohammed , and is a stately 
pile, being ornamented with many pdlars of black marble 
brought from the ruins of Gour or Lucknowty, the ancient- 

t 

capital of Bengal. 
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Alf Verdy Kb*p from fan eu!f youih wa* not addicted to 
idle pleasure*, as wine or opiate*,* music, or the company of 
courtezans. He was regular to hU devotions, and asilduouily 
abstained from all things forbidden by the divine law He 
generally rose two hours betore day, and, after ablution and 
prayer drank coffee with bla select companions. At daybreak 
be gave pnblic audience, when the commanders of his army 
the civil officers, and person* of all rank* who had any 
applications to make were admitted without reserve, to set 
forth their business, and received satisfaction from his bonn^ 
At ^ ezpiratlon of two hours he retired to a private apart 
ment, where such only as vero invited came. These were 
generally his nephew Nuazlth Mohammed and Sayid Ahmed 
bis grandson Seraje ad Dowlab, and particular friends. Piece* 
of poetry we\e now recited or history or anecdotes read to 
him and someUmes he even amused himself with giving 
dorections to his cooks, who prepared victuals before him 
according to bis palate. The olBceis of different departments, 
if '^ceuary also came for order*. He then sat dowrr to eat 
with his friend*, and many shared the bounties of bistable 
^Vben the meal was over the company retired to repose. \t 
this time a story teller always oUended to relate some amusing 
Darralive Ho generally rose about an hour after midday 
performed his devotloas, and read In the Koran till near 
four After saying the prctaibed prayers, and drlnklog 
a draught of water cooled with ke or saltpeue ho received 
semal learned men In whose company he daily spent an hour 
hearing them discuss point* of dhioity and law for hi* infer 
matloa. When they retired the officer* of the revenue with 
jugoUt Scat hJs banker uefe admiued, and gave him the 


Commonly used In India (o Intoaicate 
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intelligence received from Dehly and every province of the 
empire, also of each district of his own government ; after 
which he issued his orders to them, as the nature of the busi- 
ness required. An hour passed m this manner, and sometimes 
his near relations were allowed to be present By this time 
night set in, lights were brought, and with them certain 
jesters and buffoons, who entertained him with their repartees 
on each other for a short time. He then retired to prayers ; 
after which he sat in private with his own Begum, to receive 
the visits of near female relations, till nine o’clock. The 
women then departed , and men were admitted who had busi- 
ness with him, till he retired to sleep, generally early, and 
without eating. In this manner he passed his time having 
stated hours for every employment He was unequalled in 
his benevolence to his relations, friends, and former acquaint- 
ance in bis lower fortunes, particularly to those who had shown 
him the smallest kindness when he was distressed at Dehly 
in hi’s youth, sending for them or their children to his court, 
and conferring favours upon them beyond their expectation 
The people at large, during his life, experienced such care 
and satisfaction from his gentle administration, as could not 
be exceeded by the indulgence of a parent ; while at the same 
time the lowest of his officers grew rich in his service He 
was intelligent in all affair , and encouraged the deserving of 
every profession Affable m manners, wise m state affairs, 
courageous as a general, he possessed also every noble quality. 
When the French general, Bussy, after the death of Nasir 
Jung,^ wrote to him m pompous terms of his victory, and 

* Nasir Jung was Nizam of the Dekkan He w^s 
■surprised and slam m a conspiracy of his noble 5 ,‘assisted by 
the French, in- the. year 1765 1 ' i ' 
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recommeaded ibe factor} of Chtodcniagoro to his protcctjon 
ho rcHected upon (be simllanty of dl posiUoa betweeo his 
intended successor Seraje ad Doirlah whose eomlt/ to the 
Eagllih he was apprised of and the uofortunite Soubahdar 
of the Dekkan at the tame ilmof sa}ing ^'ho feared that 
after his death the Europeans would become masters of 
many parts of Hindoostan.' Mustapha Khan hU principal 
general had endeavoured to prevail upon him to espel the 
EnglWh from Calcutta, and seise their trcaltii but rcccivlDg 
no oniuer to his advice urged it again through the Nuwabs 
nepheas, Nuasish Mohammed and SaylJ Ahmed Aly 
Verdy Khan returned no ansatr hut sboiUy after said in 
private to the kutcr M) child Musupha Khan Is a 
voldler and nlshes us to bo coovuml) in need of his 
vervice but how came >ou to Join in bis request f What 
have the English done a^^ilnit me that I should use them 
ill ? It IS now dUIi*ult to estinguub fire on land but 
should the lea be In ilames who can put them out ?* Vever 
^listen to such advice as bis for (he result would probably 
be fatal 

In consequence of these sentla)cnt> the Europeans uere 
liUle molested during bis government and uere permitted to 
carry on their commerce according to the tenor of the 
Firmans they had received from (lie emperor Ferrokhscre or 
from former gorernors, upon making the usual presents. 
The zemindars were so well pleased with hli conduct, that 
during the war whb the MahratUs they advanced him a cioie 
and a hall of rupees, a circumiiancc unprecedented lo 
Oriental hUiory It does not appear that he ever remitted 


Aa allusloo to the fleet. 
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any part of the revenues to Dehly but the frequent inva- 
sions of the Mahrattas may be admitted as an excuse for his 
conduct , 


* In the year 1746, Hindoostan was invaded by the 
Afghans of Cabul, under the command of Ahmed Shah 
Abdullah , and m the following year, the emperor Mohammed 
Shah died , from which period the monarchs of India have 
been entirely destitute of power, and their governors of 
provinces have assumed independence See Doiv's and 
Scoli\ Htslones, and vols 
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NDWAB MUiNSOOR AL-MOOLK, SERAJE- 
AD DOWLAH. SHAH COOLY KHAN, 
MIR2AMAHUOOD, HYBET JUNG, 
MEHADUR 


Origin of Serajc'Sui'Dowlah— His character — Adopted 
b> Aly Verdy Khan and declaTcd hU hor— ^eraje-ad 
DowUb cau&ca Husteln Addeen and Huasem Cooly Khan 
to be tnurdcrc<t— Nuiiish Mohammed and Sajnd Ahmed 
the uncle of Scraje ad Oovlah die both extremely rich— 
Al> Verdy Khan givei the Pouicdary of Pumcah to hii 
grandaon Shokut Jung — Death ol Aly Verd) Khan — 
Seiaje ad Dowlah takea poaaeuion of the government— 
Senda a party to tequctler the wealth of hU unde Nuailth 
and ditpoaiea bli aunt of the pahee of MooUe^eel— 
Threaieni EUjbuUub deputy governor of Dacca** ruma 
many of the old ofheerj out of their empIoymenUt and 
appomu hu own favouri(e« — Shokut Jung plou a^uat 
bit cousin and loUcIta (he Vizier to confer the government 
of Bengal on hlm'^Serajeood Oowbb marchea to^vards 
Pumcah — Stopped at Rajemahcl in conaequence of Imdtl 
gcnce received from Calcutu — Returned to Cowlmbazar 
and takea pcMcaslon of the English factory — Proceed* 
toward* Cdcuita — The Engllsli endeavoured to avert Ids 
anger but in vain — They enibt 1500 nauvo matchlock moo 
and enrol (be militu (o defend the fort— The Nowab 
arrives at Calcutta — DescripiioD of Tort William — The 
Kuvab s troop* storm the outposts and get poiseulon of 
the bouM* near the fort — Mr Drake defends the fort for 
some dme viiltb great resolution but 6nding there wo* no 
hope of holdiog out, retire* oo board a ship — dfr Hoiw.*nli 
take* the command of the fort — Endeavours to procure a 
ship to take off the gamton but U disappointed— Unlc* a 
IcUcr to M anlckc h und Foujedar of Hoogly, to Intercede 
with the Nuirab—\ dag of truce sent by the Nuwab but 
while the giriuon vserc cmplovcd In listening to the 
mmcn^cr, ibc Nuwab tuoop* cscaudo and enter the tort 
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— The Knglish lay down their arms — The Nuwab enters 
the fart — Severely reprimands Mr Holwell — Description 
of the interior of the fort — The English prisoners forced 
into the Black Hole , and out of 146 persons, 123 die during 
the night — Mr Holwell again summoned to the Nuwab , 
threatened with further punishment if he did not disclose 
where the Company’s treasure was hidden — The name of 
Calcutta changed to Alynagur — M^nickchund left with 
3,000 men to guard it — The Nuwab levies a fine from the- 
French and Dutch — Returns to Moorshudabad — Writes an 
order to his cousin, Shokut Jung, who refuses obedience to 
It, and returns a letter of defiance — The Nuwab takes the 
field — Orders Raja Mohun Lall to cross the river and invade 
Purneah from the east, while Ramnarain, deputy-governor 
of Behar, should attack it on the west — Character of the two 
cousins — Shokut Jung forms ap entrenched camp, but 
neglects to give, the requisite orders to his troops — 
Joins the camp, but disgusts the oflficers by his conduct-7- 
Seraje-ad-Dowlah^s army approaches, and commences a 
cannonade — Advice given by an old officer to Shokut Jung 
— The commander of artillery advances his guns beyond the 
morass — Shokut Jung orders his cavalry to cross the 
morass, and attack the enemy — -Retires to his tent — Alarm- 
ed by intelligence of the success of the enemy — Mounts his 
elephant — Killed by a musquet ball, and his army routed — 
Mohun Loll advances to Purneah, and seizes the property 
and family of the deceased — Gives charge of the district to 
his son — Seraje-ad-Dowlah return? to Moorshudabad — 
Affairs of the English resumed — Mr Drake, with those who 
had escaped from Calcntta, proceeds to Fulta — Sends an 
express to Madras — The Madras government thrown into 
great consternation — Resolve to make war on the Nuwab 
of Bengal — ^Fit out an expedition under the command of 
Admiral Watson and Colonel Clive — The fleet sails from 
Madras — Separated during a tedious voyage — Arrives at 
Fulta — Colonel Clive writes to the Nuwab — Resolves to 
attack the fort of Budgebudge— The detachment whicH was 
landed for that purpose attacked by surpnse — K confused 
engagement ensues — ^The Nuwab's troops retire — A ship 
of war silences the guns of Budgebudge , but the assault 
having been delayed, a drunken sailor takes, the fort— The 
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Engliih adrance towarda Calcutta — The governor retreat*, 
leaving onl/ a garnsoii of 500 men — ^Tho EnclUh retake 
Fort illiartt and Calcutta — ^The Hooclf— lalelUgcace of 
the war with France — ^The number of the French troop* at 
Chandcrnagorc induce* the Engbib to make oveilure* of 
p,jacc to the Nuwab which are rejected with diidam— 
The Nuwab marches from Moorshudabad — Ro-cros e* the 
n>er abo\e Hooglj — Encamps m the nanltj of Calcutta — 
Colonel Qive atiacka hi* camp— The Nuwab mudi alarmed 

Offer* to make peace — \ rtaip conduvied — Term* of the 

— The Nuwab riurchc* from Calcutta — VllJanco 

offcniivc and defciisivo formed— The Engli»h rciolvo to 
attack Chandernagore— The French appl) to the Nuuab to 
protect them — Ho order* the Enghih to desut and Bcnd* 
a reinforcement to Ilooglj — Ibo French amk scicral ships 
in the channel of the rlvtr — ^I’hc Englitb troop* enter the 
Ftench teiriior} — The *hip* with much difficulty brought 
opposite the fort — The French capitulate— Part of tbu 
garrhen make their escape— Reason* wb) tbe Nuuah did 
not aisisi the trench — The troop* that had ctbaped from 
ClunUefoagore arrive at Coislmbaxar and are taken under 
the potectiou of the Nuwab— Colonel Clhu demands their 
being delivered up to hur—Tht Nuuab much irntatcU 
therebj— OrJ r* the rreiich to proc cd to Behur — Mccr 
JoJTicr and otlu.r conspirator* moke overture* to Colonel 
Uivc — Tbeso overture* accepted— acraji. ad Doulah obtains 
iiuelhscncc of the proceeding* ol the English— Kchffoiec* 
his army at I la rc^ — Order* piles to be driven across the 
rltcr and fiends iiistruciioa* to Mr Lai/ to halt at Uhasul 
pore— Treaty between Mccr JjCu r and UicEagUsh — Uio 
troop* march from Calcutla — Colonel Clivo untea to the 
unab who endcavoufs to reconcile Mccr Jafficr — Order* 
his to assemble at Flasscy — Ihc I D>.luh army 

proceed* up ilie river and takes the full of Lulu a—Lcticr* 
receive 1 from 'kcr JaUcr — ^Thc Colonel call* a louo il of 
war— Ueschej to cro s the river— Infurnii ^Icer Jaliicr of 
hi* micmUns—Tto troop* pass tbo n\cr and uks po c lion 
off ill y grove — The Nuwab encamps cloic to them — Iho 
jrnuc il(Ar out id batilc-arraj— 1 he ciiqa,,eniciit com 
mcOuf*— jletf the Nuirab* general killed— 

heraje aJ Boyish icnd* tor Mccrjalficf and apolOt^ize* lor 
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his past conduct — Meer JafSer advises the troops to be 
recalled to camp — Sends intelligence of the state of affairs 
to Colonel Clive — The retreat of the Nuwab’s artillery 
causes much confusion m his camp — ^The English advance 
towards the entrenchments — Meet Jaffier's troops attempt 
to ]om the English — ^The Nuwab quits the field — Arrives at 
Moorshudabad — Escapes from thence, with a few of his 
women — Embarks on the Ganges — Arrives opposite Raje- 
mahel — Betrayed by a Dervish — ^Taken prisoner — Sent to 
Moorshudabad — Put to death by Meeran, the son of Jaffier 
— ^The English enter the Nuwab’s camp — Proceed to 
Daoodpore — Meeting between Colonel Clive and Meer 
Jaffier — ^The English march to Moidapore, in the vicinity of 
Moorshudabad — Colonel Clive enters the city — Visits Meer 
Jaffier, and places him on the musnud — Conclusion 


Mirza Mahmood was the eldest son of Zyn Addeen, the 
youngest of Hajy Ahmed’s sons, who married one of Aly 
Verdy Khan’s daughters He was born at the period that 
Aly Verdy was appointed to the government of Behar , and 
who, considering the birth of a grandson ^at that time as an 
auspicious event, declared his intention of adopting him as 
his own child 

The boy was therefore indulged in every caprice of his 
mind , and, being naturally of a cruel and perverse temper, 
his vices ripened with his age as he grew tup, he associated 
with none but infamous and profligate companions , and at 
their head, used to patrol the street^ of Moorshudabad, and 
insult every person of respectability whom they met. It is 
scarcely possible" that these circumstances could have been 
concealed from his grandfather , but the old man was so 
infatuated with the beauty and lively disposition of the youth, 
that he took no measures Ito correct his flagitious conduct. 

34 
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This jouog mailt In the year of the Hejira 1167 Alf 
\ erdy KKan declared to be hli lucceuor s 
be sealed him on the miunud, and having 
made him the accoatomary offering* and gratulation* 
obliged all the coortien and olScer* to do the same » and 
from that time suffered him to interfere In the government 
of the provincei and to make a ^ery bad use of hls- 
aulboritj 

In the (oUoving year Seraje ad*Dovrlah being jealoos of 
the power and Induence which his uncle Nnaalsh Moham 
med possessed as governor of Dacca and the eastern 
distilcu, but not dating to extend his arm against him 
caused both his deputies Htssein Addeen and Husseiu 
Cooly Khan to be murdered The former be effected 
by private assasilnailoD at Dacca but 
the Utter was openly executed In the- 
streeU of Moorshudabad in bis presence Alter thU etTct, 
Nuaxish hfohammed appointed Rajbullub (w'bo under the 
former government, bad been employed as superintendent 
of the boat establUhment at Dacca, and bad thereby accu 
muUled much wealth) to be his deputy governor of Dacca 
and the eastern districts * About this time died Akram ad 
DowUh tbs younger brother of Seraje ad I>owlah to whom a 


D 1734 


* As the subjea of this Chapter has been olreadf 
related by the accurate hir Orme I shall endeavour to 
render It as concise as the nature of the case will admit 
icleiibg my readers, for more particular InforraaUon to that 
celebrated historian From bU general correctness I must, 
however except hli orthography of Oriental names.— Those 
point* on which Mr Orme was uninformed, arc amply 
supplied by the Sur al Jfu/aJtitnta and tho Jii>u AtiuUlttn 
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posthumous son was born some months, after his decease, 

and was named Murad-ad-Dowlah. Nuazish Mohammed died 

at Moorshudabad, on the 13th of Rubby 
jan. 1756. ^ , 

Assany, hoq, much regretted by the poor,. 

to whom he was exceedingly charitable , without leaving any 

sons Hjs brother Sayid Ahmed, departed this life on the- 

month following, being the 25th of Jemmed-al-AbuI, at 

Purneah ; leaving two sons, on the elder of whom h^d been 

conferred the title of Shokut Jung. Both of the brothers- 

died extremely rich the wealth of the former was neveri 

publicly ascertained, as it was taken possession of, first by 

his wife, Gheseety Begum, and was afterwards plundered by 

Sera]e-ad-Dowlah but in the treasury of the latter was 

found sixty-one lacs of rupees, 762,050/ sterling, in gold and 

silver; and the value of his jewels, plate, elephant, &c* 

amounted to as much more. 

Previous to the demise of Sayid Ahmed, the Nuwab had 
been for some, time labouring under a dropsy, and no hopes 
of his recovery were entertained Sayid Ahmed had, therefore, 
made preparations to asseit his claim to the succession, in 
opposition to the determination and will of Aly Verdy Khan . 
but his premature death left Seraje-ad-Dowlah without any 
other rival than this cousin, Shokut Jung , to quiet whom,. 
Aly Verdy Khan bestowed the Foujedary of Pumeah'as a 
iagier,'^at the same time, conjuring ham to be oontent with 
his portion, to live upon amicable terms with all, his , relations,, 
and to support his father’s attendants ; but as the youth was 
of a very similar disposition to Sei;aje-ad-Dowlah, ^nd still 
more ignorant of the world, the advice o^ his granchather was 
httle attended to. , , . , 

» * I -j 

Upon the death of Aly Verdy Khan, Seraje-ad-Uawlah 
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took tmdUptaed potietiion of tke govern* 
Arrii 1756. ment^aod ruch wae the mltcrable itftte 
to which the tm/ortmuto emperor of Hlndoortin, Aaiamgcer 
the Second, wu then redneed,* that It Ii doubtful whether 
Sen)e-ad Dovlah ever went through the form of tolIcUiag 
hij confirmtUon of the appointment. 

The firrt act of hit government war to tend a part/ of 
troopi to dlipotma hit annt, Gheteetj Begum, of the palace 
of Mooteejeel, and to telie the treajuret of her deceased 
husband Nuazith Mohammed Theae meaiurea be easily 
•effected ollhoagh the lady bad hired a number of people to 
defend her against hlr oppressions. He also demanded a 
large sum of money from Rajbullub the deputy*govemor of 
Dacca, and so alarmed him that be tent off privately bU 
property and lamlly (o Calcutta. He afterwards displaced 
many of the officers of gOTcmment. and filled their appoint 
ments with young men the companions of bis pleasures, 
hlobun Loll a Hindoo who bod been Dewan or tuperlnten 
dent of his household, ho promoted to be Devran of the 
province and his prime^rnloUter In all affairs. Ho con 
ferred alro on him the titles of Maharaja ( great prface 
and commander of 5000 horse • Meer Mudden, another 
person of mean origin, ho appointed commander In 
chief of his forces. One of the prbclpal persons who bad 

• See Dmx and Scott t //rr/jrtrx— -reigns of Ahmed 
Shah, and Aalumgecr 11 

* All these honours are said to have originated from the 
Hindoo having preienied bU sliler to Seraje^ad Dowlab. 
She was a lady of the stoat delicate form and weighed only 
64:11 £ngtUh« He, however proved himself a faithful 
acmnL 
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been removed from his office, was Meet Jaffier Khan, tho 
Bukhshy or paymaster-general. This officer soon exhibited 
signs of discontent ; and leaguing with several others wha 
were disgusted with the infamous conduct of the young 
Nuwab, entered into a correspondence with Shokut Jung, the 
governor of Purneah, and exhorted him to assert his claim to 
the musnud the young man readily fell into their measures : 
but, by the prudent advice of some of his counsellors, he 
deemed it requisite first to procure from the court of Dehly a 
commission, appointing him to the government ; he, in 
consequence, applied to Ghazy Addeen, the Vizier of Aalum- 
geer the Second, from whom he obtained a promise of the 
patent he required, on condition of sending annually a crore 
of rupees to the imperial treasury.* 

These transactions having been discovered by Seraje-ad- 
Dowlah, he placed himself at ^e head of his trodps, and 
marched towards Purneah ; but, upon his arrival at Rajemahel, 
he was diverted from his purpose, by letters received from 
Calcutta, respecting the refusal of the English to deliver up- 
Kishen Bullub, the son of Rajbullub, who some months- 
before had left Dacca with his family and property, and had 
taken refuge at Calcutta : also by intelligence that the- 
English were adding to the fortifications of Fprt William^ 
and increasing the strength of the garrison. 

This information irritated the Nuwab to a degree of rage- 
which astonished his officers. He instantly chanced his- 
resolution of marching to Purneah, and ordered his army ,to 
return to Moorshudabad : where he arrived on the ist of 
June, and laid siege Jo the .factory of Cossimbazar, the 


Mustapha’s Translation of the , ST,tr~al-Mutdkhtrttni 


P* 7291 


( 


534 


amojLT or bsnoil. 


[sicr VI. 


gvxisoo of which coorttlng only of fortj two men, it wm 
dellTcred op to him b/ capitulation oo the fourth daj Tho 
tenai of tho capitulation werCf however Immediatelf broken, 
and on the loib o^ the month of Ramxan, 

!**• o» 

1169 the Nuwab proceeded towarda Cal* 
cotta. Daring thii time lettera were dallj despatched 
ihe governor of Calcutu to hir Watta, the Chief ot Coulm 
hi tar who was detained as a prisoner by the Nowab to offer 
cvary apology pouibis to mltigaie his wrath. The good 
olSces of the bankers sud principal Mogbnt merchapti were 
also employed but all In vain. Seraje^ad Dowlab replied 
**that hfr Drake the governor had grievously offended him 
'and that be would not suffer the Englisb to remain in bis 
*'coaairp on any other terras thsn were allowed them under 
**the government of the Nuwab Mooribud Cooly Javier 
-Khan." • 

In this dncoma, as to hopes of assUtance could be 
expected In time from Madras Mr Drake applied to the 
Dutch at Chlnsura, and to the French at Cbandernagore to 
help him but the former positively retused and the latter 
added Insult to the refusal, by deslriog the English to abandon 
Calcutta, and to repair to Cbaodemagorc where they would 
protaa them. 

The English, ffnding that they bad DO other resource than 
lo itieLr own czeitlonf aimed all the Europeans, native 
Foitoguese and Anneolans, and took Into their service i 5C0 
Hindoo matchlock men , they also laid In a store of grain 
and other provisions, and added such works for ibelr defence 
as the *hotin*i* of the time would admit. 

Upon the arrival o! Senje aJ-DowIah In the vtcinhy of 
Chlnsura and Cbandernagore he sent IcOcri to the Dutch 
and French, comouadtag them W assist him with their' forces 
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m his designs against Calcutta but they pleaded the treaties 
subsisting between their natipns and the Englijsh m Europe,' ' 
^as a reason why they could not obey his commands This 
refusal he highly resented, but at that time 'repressed his 
■indignation, lest they should unite with the English 

On the 1 6th of Ramzan, the Nuwab’s troops crossed the 
^iver at Hoogly, and on the following day came in sight 
of Calcutta , but not being aware that the 
Mahratta ditch had never been completed, 
they were stopped by that part of it which 
'had been excavated to the north of the town, and a temporary 
advantage as that evening gained by the English 

The factory, or fort, was situated on the bank of the river ; 
Its length from east to west was 210 yards its breadth on 
the south side was 130 yards, and on the north only 100 
yards it had four bastions, mounting each tep guns , but the 
curtains were only four feet thick, and the terrace, which was 
the roof of the store rooms, ^formed the top of the ramparts : 
the gateway on the eastern side projected, and mounted five 
guns*, and along the bank of the river was a line, of heavy 
cannon, mounted in embrasures of solid masonry so that , 
the place might have made a long defence against such an 
•enemy, had not the houses of the principal Europeans and 
the Church, overlooked and commanded the fort 

On the 19th, all the outposts were stormed by the 
Nuwab’s forces , upon which the 1 500 matchlock-men, and 
. other native troops in the English service, 

June, I . deserted , whilst the Portuguese and other 
inhabitants of the town, who had been inj'udiciously admitted 
unto the fort, caused great confusion and uproar. On the 
.aist, the besiegers renewed their attacks ; and having erected 
a battery of three guns,' began to cannonade the fort ; whilst 
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their Butcblock meo* and others aimed vHh small pieces, 
filed from the topi of the bouses (nhich were all fist roofed^ 
upon the garrison* 

Mr Drake, tko governor although not a military mant 
bod not betra/ed tnj signs of petsonal fear, but esposed- 
bis person on the ramparts, and where^ver bis pre 
sence was thought requisite, until be received intelligence' 
that the remaining gunpowder In the magaalne was damp 
and unfit for service when finding that there wot no c ha nce 
of much longer defending the place and being very appro 
bensive of the reseotment of the Nuwab who had threatened' 
to put him to death, be embarked on board a boot, and in a 
short lime was convejed on board one of the ships which 
were then anchored at Govindpore nearly three miles down 
the river The example of the governor was Immedlstely 
foUoaed by ell those who could get on board the ships. 

After this abandonment, the number of Europeans- 
remaining in the fort were 190 persons at the bead of whom 
'tos Mr Holwell, one of the members of councils who, In 
order to prevent further desertion, directed the gate towards 
the nver to be locked and guarded. It was however his 
m u ntioa to have embarked with the remainder of the' 
garrison, on board a sblp which was till anchored above the 
fort. For this purpose be sent orders to the captain to 
bring her close to the fort, os soon u the ebb*Ude would 
permit t unfortunately the ship on ber way down, struck on 
4 sand bank, where the crew being exposed to the fire of 
the enemy from the topi of the houKS, were obliged to 
abandog her 

T2u garrison continued to defend ihcmselvei with great 
vigour during ibe whole of that day and night and nuia 
many signals to the ships anchored at Coriadpore to reCuro 
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and take them on board, as all the boats had been either 
lost or carried away by the natives ; but in this last expecta- 
tion of relief they were disappointed, for not a single vessel 
moved to their assistance. 

On the 2 ist of Ramzan, the Nuwab's troops recommenc- 
ed their attack with fresh vigour, and 
June ao, , , , , , 

whilst come of the garrison exposed 

themselves with undaunted resolution, others were entreating 
Mr. Holwell to capitulate ; who, to calm the minds of those- 
who desponded, threw a letter from the rampart — Written, 
by Omichund, a Hindoo merchant of consequence, whom 
the English had, together' with ^[ishenbullub, detained as- 
prisoners on the approach of the Nuwab’s army — addressed 
to Manickchund, the Foujedar of Hoogly, ’who commandedr 
a body of troops before the fort, requesting him to intercede 
with the Nuwab to cease hostilities, as the English were ready' 
to obey his commands, and only persisted in defending the- 
foit, to preserve their lives and honour. The letter was- 
immediately taken up ; but for many hours no answer was- 
returned, whilst the enemy continued to push on the attack 
with vigour. At four o’clock in the evening a person was- 
observed advancing to the fort with a flag of truce, which. 
Mr. Holwell answered with another from the south-east 
bastion. A parley ensued, during which m^ny of. the 
Nuwab’s troops approached to the walls of the fort, and. 
endeavoured to escalade it ; at the same time some of the 
soldiers of the garrison, having broken open tl^e arrack- 
cellars, had intoxicated themselves, and forced open the gate 
next the nver-side, with an intention of seizing on whatever^ 
boats they could find, and of proceeding to the ships ; just- 
as they opened the gate, a party of the enemy, who hact' 
also got on that side, met them, and at once rushed into the 

f ^ 
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fort, uoth«r paitjr at the same moment mounted the valU 
qf the aaiehouiei In thii scene of confusion no resistance 

FortWIIIU«l.k.. ™ h«lngnr 

rendered their armi, the Nuwab a troops 
refrained from bloodshed. 

At five o dock on the sand of Ramxan Sera]e>ad Dowlah 

attended br Meer Taffier vhom he had 
June au ^ 

again restored to his office, and several 

other officers, entered the fort. He immedlatelj ordered 
Omlchond and Kishenbtdlub to be brooght before him and 
received them wKh civilly He next directed some of his 
officers to go and take possession of the Company s treasury 
be then proceeded to the prlndpal room of the factory vbere 
he sat In stale and received the coogratulalions of bit 
courtiers on the important conquest He soon after sent 
for Mr Hoivel) and expressed much resentment at the 
presamptloo of the English, In daring to defend the fort , 
and great dissatisfaction at the smallness of the sum found 
Iniheueasoiy which did not exceed 50000 rupees. Mr 
Holrvell had two other conferences with him on this subject 
before seven o dock when the Nuwsb dliroUsed him with 
assurance of safety 

Mr Hotwdt returning to his unfortunate companions, 
fonnd them surrounded by a strong guard be also per 
ceived that several places iniho fort had by accident been set 
on tie ind fluaej approached on both sides the 

spot DU which they stood Oa each side of the eastern gate 
ol the fen eiiended a range of chambers, the roofs of which 

foracd the ronipaft of lbs eastern curtain , and before the 
chambers wu an arched verandah or gallery wbkh was 
intended to shclut the soldiers from sun and rain but being 
very lor obitructed the light arul sir (rom the chambers. 




The piisoners were at first ordered to draw up>in the verandah; 
but the officer commanding the guard, not thmkmg they would 
be sufficiently secure there, inquired where was the prison of 
the fort ; and one of the chambers before mentioned which 
was used as the black-hole, to confine disorderly soldiers, 
being pointed out to him, he, without 

Sufferings of Mr. 

Boivjeli and his examining the extent of the i apartment 
companions forced them all into it The door was 
'immediately closed and locked , and 164 persons 1 were thus 
confined, in the month of June; and m the torrid zone, m a 
room not twenty feet square, with only two , small windows 
to admit air. For the detail of the horrid sufferings of these 
unfortunate persons, the reader is referred to the historian 
mentioned in the beginning of this Chapter : suffice it to 
say, that out of one hundred and forty-six persons, only 
twenty-three survived the fatal night ; and these were so 
reduced they could barely stand.* 

Mr, Hoi well was earned to the Nuwab, who,, so far from 
showing any compassion for his situation, or remorse for 
the death of the other prisoners, only talked to him of the 
treasures which the English had buried, and threatened him 
with further punishment if he did not disclose where they were. 

To perpetuate the memory of ’ this conquest, the Nuwab 
ordered the name of Calcutta to be changed to Alynagur ; 


and of July. 


and leaving a garrison in it of 3000 men, 

under the command of Manickchund, the 

\ 


* For the credit of human-nature, we would tain , believe 
the assertions of the native historians, who say the Nuwab knew 
nothing of this transaction , and that the conduct of .the officer 
who, confined them proceeded entirely from stupidity, and not 
from malevolence or cruelty. 
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Foujedar o| HoogIj» bo proceeded on tbo 3rd of Sho^r 
tonrdj Moorihodabad * 

Aj soon as his army had re-crossed the rirer at Hoogljr 
be sent deUchmejiU to the Frcoch and Dmob s ettl e m ents 
threatening to extirpate them, as he bad done the EogUsb- 
onleu thej would Immediate]/ pa/ him a large sum of 
mone/ but after recelTlag mao/ assurances of their lubmls 
slon to bis will, he consented to accept from the Dutch four 
lacs and a half of rupees, a^ id from the French three aod a 
bsU which difference, it U said he made because the latter 
bad supplied him whh two hundred bsneli of gunpowder as 
he was marching towards Calcutta, 

On his arriral at Moorshudabad be Issued orders com 
maodiog the tequestratlon of all the 
elTects and merchandise belonging to (he 
English In all parts of hit dominions. However, finding that 
no discoveries could be obtained concembg tbo treasurei 
which he supposed to be burled In Calcutta, he In com* 

* The capture of hort William aod the suiTeriDgs of U» 
inhabitants, strxmgl/ evince the Callac/ of all human specu 
latlons. For otarlf a cenlur/ U had been the constant objea 
of the East'India Compae/ to proouo a fortification on the 
\ Ganges for the protection of their servants and propert/ { had 
the/ never obtained U, the catastrophe would not have 
hsppinsd. On the other hand the Kuwab supposed, that, 
from the capture of the fort, and the destruction of the garrl 
son. ha had rendered his government secure and expelled 
the EngUih (rum the couau/ whereas that ver/ drcnnifUnce 
drew on him the vangeanca of an Inveterate (0# cauud hi* 
death, and uanafened the government to the bands ot 
svanicrs. 
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phance with the intercession of the widow of Aly Verdy 
Khan, released Mr. Holwell and the other English prisoners. 

Soon after Seraje-ad-DowIah's return to Moorshudabad, 
•he, in order to try the allegiance of his cousin, appointed a 
person named Rasbehary -to the Foujedary of Birnagur in 
Eumeah, and ordered Shokut Jung to put him immediately in 
.possession of the office. Nothing could exceed the rage of 
Shokut Jung on the receipt of the order he directed the 
bearer of it to be beaten he then called for the Vizier’s 
letter containing the promise of the patent , and having caused 
It to be read aloud in open court, commanded one of his 
secretaries to write a letter to the following purport 
“Know, that I have received from the imperial court the 
-“commission of governor of the three provinces On account 
“of our family connection, I have no wish to do you any 
“personal injury , and you may make choice of any of the 
“eastern districts for your residence, where you shall receive 
“an ample allowance , but I desire that you will immediately 
“quit Moorshudabad and do not presume to take with you 
“any of the treasure, or other valuables Send me an answer 
-^‘quickly, as I am waiting with one foot in the stirrup.” 

This letter would have imtated a less passionate man 
•that Seraje-ad-Dowlah He issued his command for his 
army immediately to' take the field ; and sent orders to Raja 
Ramnarain, whom Aly Verdy Khan had made deputy-gover- 
nor of Behar, to assemble his forces, and, having crossed the 
' river, to enter Purneah. His own army marched in two 
•^divisions ; that under his immediate command proceeded on 
the south-west side of the Ganges to Rajemahel , while the 
other, under the orders of Raja Mohun Loll, crossed that 
, river at Surdah, and marched towards the appointed place on 
4he north-east side. 
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WbQit these two jotuig men were tctUallj engaged fi> 
bosUUUet against each other tbej could restrain the violence 
and perveiMneis of their dltpoiltions the/ each of them 
gate offence to the old officers, who bad long senred under 
their father or grandfather and though neither of them was* 
capable of directing even hts own domestics the/ would not 
listen to the advice of the sensible persons in their courts, 
who were sincere well<wlshers of their famll/, respecting the 
goverament of the countries under their charge, but consult^ 
ed onl/ the rash and profligate beings of their own creation. 
Such conduct Induced the author of the Surttl ZfuitikStrua 
alihcmgb a relation of the famll/ to sa/ * it haring been 
“decreed b/ Providence that the guilt/ race of Al/ Verd/ 
“Khan should be deprived of a dominion that nad cost so- 
**much toll In acquiring it was for a time consigned to the 
’‘bands of two joang mpo, Senje ad Dowlab and Sbokut 
“Jung , both equsll/ vain cruel and Incapable of gorera 
“ment and who b/ their fbglUcus conduct, short!) caused 
“the flames of destruaion to burst forth from the ediflee 
“crened b/ their progenitor 

\Vhen Shokut Jung was informed of the advance of 
Sera]e od Dowlab he ordered bis officers to fix on a proper 

spot (or the rendezrous of bis armr 
October ^ 

^ D i;^d. where he might bo able to oppose hts 

adversary with the greatest effect. Some 
of the officers who bad served under his father, and possess 
cd good abilities selected a situation near Kuwabgunge on 
the cenfioes of Pumeab, which was strong b/ nature and 
might cuilj be defended against a soperlor force It was 
covered In tioDi b/ deep morasses of man/ mllei extent, 
aaoas which ihvra was onl/ one causewa/ whilst the rear 
of iho pesUiOQ, tclsg opta to a productive countr/, Insured 
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an ample supply of provisions to the camp. In ' drawing up 
the troops, however, the greatest irregularity was practised ; 
for as Shokut Jung knew nothing of the matter himself, and' 
would not entrust the command to any other person, the 
commandant of each corps encamped m what he considered 
the most convenient situation , thus parts of the army which 
was not very numerous were separated by an interval of four 
miles and Shokut Jung, instead of daily reviewing the 
trooDS, did not join the army till the advanced parties of the- 
enemy app^red in sight 

At length Shokut Jung came to the camp : he was attend- 
ed by a body-guard of cavalry which he had raised himself, 
another corps of horse commanded by his brother, and a 
regiment of looo matchlock-men. As soon as he ar- 
rived, the principal oflBcers waited on him to pay their 
respects , but even at that time, instead of ingratiating 
himself with them by h:s complaisance, he added to their 
disgust by the moroseness of his behaviour , nor would 
he give them any orders for their conduct, but desired them 
to return to their respective encampments, and there await his 
commands. About nine o’clock, the division of Seraje-ad- 
Dowlah’s army, under the command of Raja Mohun Loll and 
Meer Jalfier, came in sight, hut drew up at a very considerable 
distance, whence they commenced a cannonade. The balls of 
the smaller pieces fell into the lake or morass, but those of the 
heavy guns lodged in the camp , and one of them passing 
near Shokut Jung he was much alarmed, and ordered the 
standards and other msignia of his rank to be lowered down. 
An old Afghan officer, who bad seen much service, and was 
standing near said, “my lord and master, what kind of a battle 
“is this ? I never saw any thing like it When I served m the 
“Dekkan, under Nizam al Moolk : this is not the way : here- 
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*'every Tn«n does u be pleites. The annj tboold bo dnwn 
' out In Ilset, and ranged in baltIe>axrEy , and tbo artillery 
*^tbonld be placed In front the troops must be united In com 
£“pact bodies, and act together then only can victory bo expect- 
^'ed Sbokut Jong took this remonstrance very 111 He abused 
Nlxam al Moolk as a blockhead and said 1 have no occasion 
•to be taught what lam to do, for I have myself fought three 
hundred battles*” i 

In the mean time. Sham Sander, the Hindoo commander 
of the artillery who was possessed of much bravery but no 
experience, finding that his guns would not reach those of the 
eoemf quitted bis entrenchment behind the morass, and 
advanced over the causeway to the other side where be com 
menced a cannonade. On seeing this Sbokut Jong sent 
orden to the cavalry also to crou the morass and attack the 
enetnj The commanders of the cavalry remonstrated that he 
was giving up the advantages of bU situation and that he 
should wait attack , as whoever crossed the morass most engage 
to great dJsadranUge He sent them another message that tbejr 
were a set of cowards that the/ ought to rait" example by 
Sham Sunder who although a Hindoo icrtbc was bravel/ pour 
Ing his balls Into (he rank of the enem/ while tbojr talked of 
priidenco and caution These taunts provoked the commanders 
of the caN-aliy and they ordered their men to mount and to 
crou the lake. 

It being then about three o clock In the da/ Shokut Jung 
having taken bit Inebriating draught, retired to bis tent 
to amua« himself with the soegs of bis women After some 
lovclUgcncfl was brought to him that ihocavalr/ having 
waded Uuoufth the mud were engaged with the enemy who 
hod killed a number of them, and were preuing on the ortlltcry 
Al this ume h« was so much mioxlcated that he could not ih 
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-aroct but as his presence was requisite to encourage the troops, 
some ot the officers placed him on his elephant, with a servant 
to support him , and caused the driver to advance towards th^e 
causeway, where m a short time a musquet-ball struck Shokut 
Jung in the forehead, and sent his soul to the other world. On 
beholding this event, the route became general, and every man 
made the best of his way to Purneah. The troops ot Seraje 
ad Dowlah, having had a long march that day, did not pursue : 
but two days after, Raja Mohun Loll entered Purneah, and 
took possession of all the wealth and property of Shokut 
Jung , which he despatched, with the women and children 
belonging to the deceased, or of his father Sayid Ahmed, to 
Moorshudabad He then regulated the country : and, having 
placed his own son in charge of Purneah, he went to join his 
master, who had not proceeded further than Rajemahel. 
Seraje-ad-Dowlah, however, assumed great merit from this 
conquest, and returned with great pomp and rejoicing to 
Moorshudabad 

it now becomes requisitCj to revert to the affairs of the 
Tlnglish 

It has been before stated, that Mr Drake, the governor of 
Calcutta, having, with part of the garrison effected his escape to 

the ships which were anchored at Govind- 
Affairs of the pore, as soon as he found the fort was in 

possession of the enemy, proceeded down 
the river to Fulta, where he was joined by several vessels 
coming from sea . the Company’s agents, likewise, from the 
subordinate factories at Dacca, Jugdea, and other places, 
having, on the first alarm, escaped from those situations, 
resorted to the fleet For some time, no provisions could 
be procured . but as soon ^s the Nuwab’s army left Calcutta, 
the country people ventured to supply them. The want of 
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cooTeofent theUer and tha fear of belog aurpnaed, oblJffed 
them all to tlcep on board the veueli which were »o much 
crowded, that all laj procnlicuouilf on the deck* without 
ihelter from the heiT^ rain of the teuon and the lower part 
of Bengal, between the amu of the Gange*, being perhapa 
one of the most nnhealthj conntrlet In the world a malignant 
(ever shortly broke out amongst them, from which none of the 
ships were exempted 

Mr Drake having resolved to remain in that situation till 
be should receive orders from Madras bad early in July 
despatched Mr Manningham In a small vessel to the coast- 
Upon the arrival of that gentleman at Madras, the government 
of Fort Su George which had just received Inlelllgence of the 
breaking out of a war with Fnuce were overwhelmed with 
regret and sstonlihment bat, alter some time spent in 
debate and coasuliatlon, they at length In concert wUb 
Admiral Watson the commander in Chief of hfs Majesty i 
ships in India, resolved to make war on the Nuwib of Bengal , 
and not only to compel him to restore Calcutta and the other 
factories, but to make him pay for the losses the Company 
bad rusulned and all the expenses of the war 

Ai soon at this point was determined a quickaalllng sloop 
uas despatched to Mr Drake to inform him of the intentions 
of the Madras government, and to desire him to take such 
steps as he thought might conduce to the success of the 
cuerprise. 

NolwiihilonJusg all the exertions of Governor PIgot and 
'dmlnl W«,on U «a. lie momh of 
A4i«.W4u****d October betore the expedition could be 
CtJ.ci. nuke equipped U consbled of three llne*of 
*““*** ^""*^ biulo ships, one of fifty and one of 
uenty guns, wuh a tuc ship, and ibreo of the Company s 
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vessels and two smaller transports. The land forces 
consisted of 900 European soldiers, and 1500 Sepojs, 
under the command of the celebrated Colonel Clive. The 
Colonel carried letters, written by Salabut Jung, the 
Soubahdar of the Dekkan, Mohamed Aly, the Nuwab of Arcot, 
and Governor Pigot, exhorting Seraje ad Dowlah to make 
reparation to the English for the injuries they had suffered 
from his unprovoked hostility. The instructions to Colonel 
Clive recommended the attack of Moorshudabad itself, if the 
Nuwab continued obstinate , and the capture of the French 
settlement of Chandernagore, if news of the war should arrive 
whilst the troops remained in Bengal. 

The fleet sailed from Madras the i6th October ; but as the 
north-west monsoon had by that time set m, they were 
obliged to cross the Bay of Bengal, and to beat up against it, 
along the western shore by this adverse circumstance, half 
the fleet was separated, and the remainder were six weeks in 
making the voyage, which at a favourable season is done m 
SIX or seven days , and it was the 20th of December before 
they could reach Fulta, and even then with the absence of 
two of the vessels ot most consequence , viz the Cumberland 

V. 

ot seventy guns, on which was embarked 250 of the best 
soldiers , and the Marlborough, the Company's ship, on which 
had been embarked all the* field artillery.' Upon the arrival 
of the expedition at Fulta, Colonel Clive sent the letters he 
had brought from Madras to Manickchund, the governor of 
Calcutta, accompanied by one from himself and the Admiral ; 
but the latter being couched in threatening and indecorous 
terms, the governor refused to forward it 

On the 27th of December the whole fleet got under weigh, 
and on the following day reached Myapore, ten miles below 
Budgebudge Colonel Clive having resolved to attack that 



t^8 KtcTo&t or BMOAi- C«*cr ru 

fort, linded bl* mea dariog tbo ofgbt, and »oroe hewn boforo 
dsf oa th« a9tb commeoced bit march bat the road* being 
oxceiilrelr bad, and the gnlde baring led them astiay, the 
ton bad been riien aboro an bow before the/ reached the 
vicinity of the fort It therefor® became lequiilie to allo-w the 
troop* aome time to rest ibemaelvt* , and ai no tuspldon vraa 
entertaJoed of their being any armed force except the garrltom 
in that oeigbbonrbood, the usual precaatloni ot poittng 
picqueta and sentrie* were not observecL In a ihort time, the « 
men, being much fatigued tell aileep In thit *111101100 they 
-were attadied by Manichchuod governor of Calcutta, whh 
1500 cavalry and *000 infantry and If the former had done 
their duty might have cut oS the Enghih to a mao 

A scene of great confusion ensued but the English, 
having at length opened their field plecea, and directed 
them towards Msalckchond who waa rendered very conipi 
cuout by being mounced on an eiepbant, and one of the balls 
passing close (o hi* head be was alarmed and gave the signal 
for a general retreat. About ibis Ume tbo Kent, of sixty four 
guns, having anchored opposite the fort quickly silenced the 
cannon thereof , but tbo troops being much fatigued U 
was determined to delay tbo assanlt till next morning as 
soon, however as it wa* dark, tbo garrison abandoned the 
place and In the night, one of tbo sailors having got dnmk. 
struggled to the diich which bo croiied and dlmbcd up ^ 
the rampart, mbere finding no person, be called our, ro the 
nearest Englijh guard that ho bad taken the fort 

On lit jctli ol Pcciab,rihoU«iiMkpouc„looofiiio 

(om ol Al, Gbur isid Tuu, niUiout »o/ oppoiiMoo. 

la ih. mua Uar, Mwlckciand aod li. governor ol 
Ciltoia ind Jloo.lilr hieing been much ilixmed b/ ihe 
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engagement at Budgebudge, hasteneci to meet the Nuwab, 
leaving only a garruon of 500 men m Calcutta 

On the 1st of January, Colonel Clive, with the greatest, 

The En lish (o troops, landed, and marched; 

take Fort William the high road from Aly Ghur to* 

Calcutta , but the ships, having reached 
*757 fQfj some time before him, in two hours 

compelled the garrison to retreat : it was then taken posses- 
sion of by Captain Coote, with a detachment from the ships; 
and on the following day Mr Drake was restored to his 
government. 


On the 4th of the month, a detachment, consisting of 150 
Europeans and 200 Sepoys, was embarked on board the 
twenty-gun ship, a sloop of war, and three other vessels, and 
proceeded to the attack of Hoogly. Owing to the twenty-gun 
ship striking on a sand-bank, it was the loth before they 
reached their destination. The troops were then landed; 
and the ships having in a few hours made a breach, it was 
stormed, and the garrison, consisting of 2000 men, made a 
precipitate retreat. / 

About this time intelligence reached ffalcutta, tliat war 
had been declared between France and Great Britain, m the^ 
preceding month of May. As there <Vere 300 soldiers and a. 
good tram of field artillery m Cbandemagore, the Governor 
and Council of Calcutta were very apprehensive that the 
French would immediately join the Nuwab, with whom it 
was thought the English fOrce would not then be able to 
contend. In this persuasion, they determined to open su 
negotiation for peace accordingly. Colonel Clive ;wrote a 
letter to the bankers of Moorshudabad, named Seat, and ta 
Omichund, the Calcutta merchant, requesting them to act as- 
mediators. 
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It ti probable tbU if thcM orertorei hid been made pre 
Tiouj to the captoio of Hoogly they vould have b««a attend 
ed to bat after that event, the Kuwab wa« so exasperated 
tliM ho vowed vengeance against the KnglUb and even bis 
moU faTOOTlte coortleri durst not mention to bim the subject 
of peace whilst bis secret enemies were anxious to see him 
embroiled with a foe, throngb whose asilsUnce they might 
hope for a levolotlon. 

The Nuwah therafore after the usual delay of eastern 
courts, commenced bli march, with a numeroos army for 
Calcutta and on the 30th of January recrotied the river 
about ten miles sbore Hoogly 

In the meantime, the English had not been negligent 
In maidog preparations to oppose bis progress. They with 
drew their troops from Hoogly and fortlhed a camp, 
with several outposts around It, a mile to the north of 
Cal cu t t a and half a mile from the bank of the rlNtr 
There was, however, a space left unguarded of nearly two 
miles between tim right flank of the camp and the saltwater 
lake though t\s opening the Nuwab pasted with bit army 
and encamped wu his own troops wltbinslde of the Mahratta 
ditch but the greater part of bis forces lay between the 
Uabratta ditch and tbe*lake 

The proximity of so largo a force determined Colonel 
Olve to make an attack upon the Huwab s camp at mid 
®ifbt. The troops destined (or this enterprise were 600 
sailors armed with musquels th^ European hatulion, consist 
log of 630 rank and file 100 artillery men with ilx field pieces, 
and Soo Sepoys but as there were neither horses nor bull 
ocij ,uh ih« umj tbd pai were dragBcd, wd ibo uamunl- 
lion curled, b, iurur end Mllori A llulo before dawn of 
da; the EnjUih line enured the Nuwab a camp and 
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commenced firing to the right and left , but a thick fog coming 
on, they lost the road, and wandered about the encampment 
several hours, without effecting any thing ^ of consequence, 
-and returned to their own camp about noon. 

The Nuwab was, however, so much alarmed, that the day 
after he moved his camp several miles distant , and desired 
Runjeet Roy, the agent of the Seats, who attended him on the 
expedition, to write to Colonel Clive that he was willing to 
enter into a negotiation. In consequence of this communica- 
tion, several messages were brought and carried by Omichund 
and Runjeet Ray , and on the 9th of February a treaty was 
concluded. ♦ 

On the nth, the Nuwab removed a miles further off, 
and sent khelaats, or dresses of honour, to the Admiral and 
, Colonel Clive , and through his agents, Omichund and 
Runjeet Roy, proposed an alliance, offensive and defensive, 
against all enemies. This proposal ' was accepted without 
hesitation, and the treaty was ratified and sent back the same 
day. 

At the request of the Nuwab, a party of twenty artillery- 
men was sent to him, as an escort , and Mr Watts was 
appointed to reside at his court This business^ being settled, 
the Nuwab proceeded towards Moorshudabad. 

It has been before stated, that when Colonel Clive took 
-charge of the expedition, he was instructed by the Madras 
government, that should intelligence arrive, whilst he was in 
Bengal,, of the actual commencement of hostilities between 
the French and English, he should endeavour to seize upon 
the French settlement of Chandernagore The above in- 
telligence did arnve while the English army were employed 


* See Appendix. 

♦ / 
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io tb« captofc of Hooglj bat to fonmitble wat the French 
force at Cbandcmagoro that, iniUad of attacking It, the 
gOTtnior and Cooncil of Calcuita were reiy apprebcnibro 
that the French would join the Nuwab 

But u toon at peace vat concluded between the Nnwab 
and the EnglLib and the trea^ of alliance offensire and 
defcDtlre, ratified the Utter through their agent Omichond 
atked bis permitsion to attack Chandoroagore. This appU 
cation appeart to have been quite unexpected bjr the Kuwab 
and \trf contrat/ to hU Inclinations but at he wat afraid of 
another rupture whb the Engllth, he declined giving tnjr 
orderi on the lubject. Colonel Clive therefore determined 
to protecute the enteiprlte} and on the i 8 th of February 
croiied the river a few mllet above CalcoUa, and encamped 
oo the opposite shore 

Previous to this overt act of hostility, the French bad obtain 
cd iotelllgencc of Colonel CUves designs, and immediately 
tent letters to the Nuwab as be valued bis own safety to protect 
their seolemenL Their meueogers overtook him at Agua 
deep, a town forty miles south of Moorsbudabad , where bo 
halted and Immediately wrote a letter peremptorily comtnan* 
ding the English to desist from their bientlon. He also sent 
to the French a present of 100,000 rupees, and directed 
Ndneomar the governor of Hoogly to assist them Ho also 
directed a relDforctment to be sent from bli army to Hoogly 
All these circumstances he afieivardi denied , and Colonel 
Clivc, finding him so vraverln|| In hU disposition, after a con 
slJerahl* dcUy occasioned by objections and souplci on the 
pan of Admiral Watson, gave orders for the attack 'of 
Cliaodcnu]ore. 

The principal difficulty In ifali ondcrukiDg vu to get 

'Ue ships of wu op the river for the French had taken the. 
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precaution of sinking several vessels laden with bricks in the 
channel , but by the assistance of a Monsieur Terrano, a, 
deserter, who pointed out the places where the vessels were 
sunk, and the extreme precaution and skill of Captain Speke, 
the difficulty was overcome 

On the I4ih of March, the English army entered the 
French territory, and commenced hostilities , but the attack 
on the fort did not commence till the 2 and, when the 
batteries having been completed, and two of the ships 
destined for the attack, viz, the Kent of 64 and the Tiger ot* 
60, (for the Salisbury could not gam her station,) being 
anchored opposite the fort, the contest began at sunrise, by 
the fire from the two batteries on the land side, which was. 
shortly followed by that from the ships. The connonade was 
^ ^ very fierce on both parts, as the garrison 

Chandernogoto fought With great bravery , but at nine 

taken. o'clock the French hung out a flag of 

truce, and at three, Chandernagore was taken. During the 
time that messages were passing concerning the terms of 
surrender, a part of the garrison marched away, to offer their 
services to the Nuwab. 

In order to account tor Seraje-ad-Dowlah's having thubj^_ 
abandoned the French to their fate, it is requisite to state, 
that about this period the Afghans of Cabul, under their king^ 
Ahmed Shah Abdually, again invaded Hindoostan, and, b/ 
the invitation of Aalurageer the Second, come to Dehly, to 
rescue him out of the power of his servants ,* and it was 
reported that Abdually intended to pay the eastern provinces^ 


♦ See Dow's Hmdoostan, Vol. n. Reign of Aalumgeec- 
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* >ult, and to call tbo gONemotl to accoanl (or the many year « 
levennc itey bod neglected to eeod to tbc Impcml Ucatuiy 

ThU cdrcomMaaca was taken hold of by the panlsans 
o! ihn EnglUb and tbo other coemles o( the Nuaab to work 
upon hli fears, and to prevent Wm (rom doing that which was 
so obvloxisVy his Inieresi (or at this time Meet Jaffict 
Khan Koy Dullub the Dtwao the Sects and Goeseety 
Begum, were all so disgusted with Seiaje ad Dowlah s con 
duct, that they were anxious for an opportonlty of deposing 
him. 

The part of the garrison which had escaped from Chandei 
nagore reached the French factory at Coulmbaxar In safety, 
and wen Immediately taken under the Muwabs pcotecUon 
On this Colonel ClWe wrote to him, to demand not only 
their being delivered up but also that the English should 
be allowed to take possession of the French factory at 
Cossimhaxar So hold a demand provoked Sera)e ad Dowlah 
to an excess ol passioo and he threatened Mr Watts with 
instant death , but soon recollecting the Imprudence of ibis 
threat, uhtch would doubtless bring on him the vengeance of 
the Engllih, and being at the same time soUcltoua of preset 
vmg the French for future contingencies, be furnished Mr 
Law the chief of the Coulstbazas factory with money arms, 
and ammunition , and ordered him to match with all his 
men, as U proceeding to Patna, but with a promise of recalling 
him should his services be required. 

Mr Law who appears to have been wcU acquainted with 
the pohUcs of Mootthudabad, told the Kuwah, ihu most of 
hU chiefs wtio dissatisfied with him ibsi they were leaguing 
with the EoglUh sgalntt him and that, on the depattoxe of 
the Fitnch, the smothered fUme would burst forth and 
deiuoy him Setsjt ad Dowlah feU the truth of hU observatloo. 
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but had not resolution o detain him ; he however pro- 
mised to send for h m, should any thing occur * but Mr. 
Xaw prophetically “I know we shall never meet again.” 
Accordingly, i .s body of adventurers, consisting of lOO 
Europeans, sixty Coromandel sepoys, with thirty small 
carnages and four elephants, passed through Moorshudabad 
on the i 6 th of April, and, having crossed 'the river, proceeded 
towards Behar. 

But this time, the mutual suspicions between the Nuwab 
and the English were so much increased, that Colonel Clive^ 
thought a rupture inevitable, and therefore determined to 
send a detachment in pursuit of the French ; but before he 
had time to carry his resolution into effect, he received 
intelligence from Mr. Walts, that the conspirators had made 
overtures to him. The person first employed in this negocia- 
tion was named Yar Luttief Khan, an officer who commanded 
2000 horse in the service of Seraje-ad-Dowlah, but who 
received a monthly allowance, from the Seats, to defend them 
against any act of oppression, even from the Nuwab. This 
overture seems to have been made merely to sound .the 
disposition of the English, but was soon after followed by a 
specific proposal from Meer Jaffier Khan It stated, that 
being in daily fear of his life, he was, from self-defence, 
compelled to take measures for deposing the Nuwab , that he 
was well supported by the Dewan Roy Dullub, Gheseety 
Begum, ^the Seats, and.many principal oncers of the army'; and 
'had no doubt of success, if the Engplish would join him and 
that for such assistance he would recompense them in the 
most ample manner, and grant them^ every pnvilege, with 
regard to trade, that they might desire 

The Governor and Council of Calcutta considers 
jiroposal made by Meer Jaffier as the most fc < 
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As tooo however, ai the Nuwab was Informed of the mrrch' 
of the English troops, and the desertion of Mr Watts, he 
ms overwhelmed with astonishment and dismay , but 
bopmg still to be able to detach Meer Jaffier fiom bis- 
con/edency with the Enghsh, he retoW the orders he 
had given for aUscklng him and emploTcd sev-rai oflocers 
to bnng shoot a reconallation between therm fiat Mecr 
Jsffier condnaing long ontractsble, and refoung to visit 
the Kuwab the latter got into bis palanquin and attended 
by a small retinue, proceeded to Meer Jaifier*s boose. This 
visit produced an arrangement, sanctl&ed as usual by 
mutual oaths on the Koran Jaffier promised neither 
to join nor give sssittanco to the English In the Impending 
contest and the Nawab agreed to permit him, as soon os- 
peace should be restored to depart with hU family and 
wealth aberever he chose togo 

The Nuwab, the day following this interview ordered 
his whole army in wbicb was included the troops of Meer 
Jaffier to assemble, with the utmost diligeoco in the 
viclmly of PIsssey and sent orders to Mr Law, who was 
waiting with his party at BhauguJpore to come to his- 
asslstance with the utmost expedition. 

The English army arrived and halted on the i6th at 
PuUoIee a \UIage where the high road to Moonhudabad 
on the south side of the nver, terminates but as it was 
then the rainy season and the greater part of the army 
pioceeded by water, it was ctiU requisite to keep by the 
rher side, and to pau the fort of Calwa, famous for the 
dcfcai olihe Mahmitas by Aly Verdy Khan. The governor 
of lib place was m the inteiest of Mecr Jilficr and had 
proKueJ to lUfTtndcr It after a pfoeoded resistance Major 
Cwrte was therefore sent forward on the 17th, with two 
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hundred Europeans, 500 sepoys, one field-piece, and a small 
mortar, to summon the fort , but on the Major's arrival at 
Cutwa, he found the governor had changed his mind • it 
therefore became necessary to attack it, and orders were 
accordingly given : but as soon as the garrison saw the 
troops advancing, they set fire to the mat building in the- 
fort. and absconded The mam body of the English army 
arrived m the evening at Cutwa, and encamped on the 
plain , but on that night the rams set in with such violence, 
that the troops were obliged to take shelter in the town and 
adjacent villages 

Colonel Chve had despatched a letter every day, from 
his leaving Chandernagore, to Meer Jaffier , but had only 
received an answer to one of them ; it was dated the i6th , 
and in this Meer Jaffier acknowledged his seeming recon- 
ciliation with the Nuwab, but said he would still carry intoa) 
execution his covenant with the English. The coldness of 
this letter, at so important a time, caused suspicions in the 1 
mind of the Colonel that treachery was intended : he there- 
fore determined not to cross the river until his doubts 
should be removed. The two next days were spent in a 
state of suspense ; but on the 19th a messenger arrived with 
two letters from Meer Jaffier , one of them addressed to his 
agent. Ameer Beg, the other to the Colonel : the contents 
were similar, viz that the Nuwab’s army would march from 
Moorshudabad on that day, and that his post would be on 
one flank of the army, whence he would send more explicit 
intelligence. This, communication, although it abated 
Colonel Clive's suspicions of treachery, did not point out 
any mode by which their plans were to be effected , nor did 
It give him a high opinion of Meer Jaffier's resolution or 
energy He therefore determined to consult -his officers. 
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*0 number ot whom wero twentj , »nd luTing uiembled 
*em ho propoKd to their conelderauon, whether the ermy 
iliould imniedUtoly crou lha nrer, and U lU mki attack 
tho Nuwab or whether, availing thcmwJvcJ of the great 
quiautr of rice they had uken m Cutwa, thej should remain 
there daring the rainjr season and Invite the IHahrattaa to 
enter tho province and Join them 

After much debate the roajoniy of the officers dcaded 
for the Uuer plan there being only seven who voted for the 

unmcduio attack* 

The sanction of tho council of war dU not however 
alleviate the aiuietf of tho Colonel , for as soijn as it broke 
np, ho leured alone to an adjoining grove, where he re* 
maincd nearly an hour in deep meditation which convinced 
hjra of the absurdity of slopping where be was and acting 
now entirely from the dictates of bts own mind he gate 
orders that the array abould cross the nver next morning 

The sick were lodged in the fort of Cutwa and at 
sunrise on the aand, the army began to cross, and all were 
landed on the oppoiUe aide by four In tho after noon , at 
which time another roeiseoger arrived from Mcer jaffier to 
inform ihe Colonel that tho Nuwab had halted at Muncora, 
a village only alx miles south of Cossimboxar and lotended 
to entrench his camp and wan the event at that place, 
where iiccr Jafficr proposed that the English, by taking a 
circmlous route and gciting In bis rear should attack him 
by lurpiUe 

Colonel CUvo imraedutely icnl back tho racsienger with 
an answer, that ho would march u> riassc> uiibout delay 
and the next morning would advance to Daoodpore, where 
U Jeer Jalher did not meet him be should make peace with 
the huwab* 
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At sunset the troops got under arms ; and, after a fatiguing 
march, arrived, at one o’clock m the morning, at Plassey ; 
■and immediately took possession of a mangoe-grove, eight 
hundred yards in length, and three hundred in breadth, -whicl:^ 
was surrounded by a slight bank and ditch : but, to thesr 
great surprise, they found, by the frequent sound of drums 
and trumpets, that they were, at a very little distance from the 
enemy’s camp. 

It appears that the Nuwab had changed his determination 
of entrenching his camp at Muncara, and had arrived in the 
vicinity of Plassey the preceding evening. After giving his 
orders for the security of his camp, he dismissed the officers, 
and sat ruminating in his tent on the events that were likely 
to ensue It chanced that his attendants quitted him, one 
after another, to say their evening prayers , when a thief 
entered the tent unperceived, till he had nearly approached 
the Nuwab ; who, starting up from his reverie, called out to 
his attendant , and, on their coming, abused them for their 
negligence, and asked them if they considered him as already 
dead ? 

As soon as it was day, both armies drew out in line of 
battle The English force consited of 800 European infantry, 
100 artillerymen, and fifty sailors attached to the guns, 
which consisted only of eight six-pounders, and two how- 
itzers : there were also 100 Topasses, or Indian Portuguese, 
and 2,100 sepoys. The Nuwab’s army consisted of 18,00 
well-mounted and armed horse, 50,000 infantry armed with 
various weapons, as matchlocks, bows, rockets, spears, and 
swords, and fifty pieces of cannon, chiefly twenty-four and 
thirty-two pounder. He had also forty Frenchmen with four 
pieces of light artillery. ' 

36 
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cagAgeosent coxomeaced bj & dUtint caonanade 
vithoi^ mach adnnta^e oo eUber fide , bot about coon a 
tery heavy abofrer of rain came on« trbidi damaged the 
Nuwab a powder and caoaed the esc^y a fire flackea 
^hUsttbatof the ^agliab continued wilhoot Interraptioa » 
and although few of the ihot struck the cannon against which 
they were directed, they had made considerable impreuion 
on the troops which were drawn op In the rear of the artillery 
During all this lime, no message or intelligence arrired 
from Meer Jaffier, and the Colonel began to be suspicious of 
his intention be therefore sent for Ameer Beg and questioned 
him on the tubiecL The agent replied that the troops who 
engaged the English were those onder Meer Mndden and 
Rsja Mohufl Loll and as soon as they sboold be deieatedi 
be was certain bis master wonld join the CoIoneU 

The Nuaab had remained In bis tent, out of the reach of 
danger contlaually flattered by bis attendants with assurances 
of xetory but soon after twelve o clock a cannon ball struck 
Meer Mudden, who was truly a brave man and faithful 
icrvanl- He was Immediately carried to the Nuwab and 
having uttered a few words expressive of bli own loyalty and 
the want of It In oibers, died in his presence This aflecting 
ughi quite overcame the courage of Seraje ad Dowlah he 
VOS mvolved in dispair and knew not what to do. He at 
length sent for Alecr JafBer , and placing his turban at his 
cct, laid^ now truly repent ol my behAvjour low^jds you 
"and call upon you, in the name of yoor rcipecled brother 
10 Uw, and my grandfather, the late Nuwab Aly Verdy 
“Kiun, to lorgue what has passed 1 now regard you as his 
“lepreseauUve and conjure jou, out of respect to bb 
“memory and os a descendant ol the prophet, to protect my 
“Wo and my honour Meer JafEci promised ha would do 
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SO , but advised, as mt^ch of the day was spjcnt, and the 'troopSi 
had been long under arms, that they should be recalled to 
camp, and that in the morning he would repulse the enemy.' 
The l^uwab expressed his fears that the English would attack: 
him duriifg the night , but Jaffier assuring him that he would 
guard against; that event, lie sent orders to his Dewan, Raja' 
Mohun Loll, to return to the camp. The Raja returned a* 
polite but determined refusal, saying, that if he should retire, 
alarm would thereby be spread among the troops, who would 
probably take to flight, and throw the whole army into con- 
fusion. Meer Jaffier, however, insisted on the retreat, and 
Mohun Loll, reluctantly returned to the camp about two 
o’clock m the day. 

As soon as Meer Jaffier returned to his own tent, he wrote 
a letter to Colonel Clive, informing him of what had passed ; 
and advising him either to push forward immediately, or to 

ft 

attack the camp at night : but the messenger, fearing to 
proceed while the firing continued, did not .deliver the letter. 

The ponderous cannon of the Nuwab, which during the 
engagement had been advanced a considerable distance in 
front of the camp, were mounted on platforms of a very large 
size placed on wheels, and 'not only ponveyed all the 
ammunition, but afforded space for the men to work the gun : 
each of these required forty or fifty yoke of oxen to move 
them : great therefore was the confusion when they com- 
menced their return to camp, exposed to thei unremitting’ 
of the field-pieces of the English ; who, taking advantage 
of the circumstance, advanced towards the entrenchment of 
'the camp, but were some time kept in check byithe four light 
guns managed by Sinfray and the other Frepchmen, and by 
showers of matchlock-fialls from tfip entrenchment. About 
the same tune, the troops of Meer Jaffier approached towards 
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iJiB tight lUnkol the EngJIih, with an tnteiUiOD of Joining 
but their cgnilr not being ttndentc>od« they vtte 
£red at, and compelled to keep aloof. At length Colonel 
CDtc, betog continced that thej were friends, ordered kit 
troops to ptub on to the camp , and at five o dock entered 
the entrenchments vrhlch he found abandoned and the 
cnemj fljnng on all sides. 

The Huwab a troops, as Raja Mohun Loll bad predicted, 
on teeing their artillery retomlng to the camp, conduded 
that a general retreat was ordered they therefore began to 
quit the field In Urge bodies and Sexaje ad Bowlah, observ- 
ing this desertion, and much alarmed by the approach of the 
English mounted a camel and accompanied by aooo hone, 
retreated towards Moorshodabad He arrived at bU paUce 
early next morning where although he besought those who 
hadaccompsnled him trom the camp to remain tlU he could 
prepare for his escape, and fix upon some place of refuge, 
he could not prevail on them to stay with him. Fortune had 
turned her back, and m an k ind abandoned him He remain 
ed at Munsoorguoge till midnight when, taking with him 
hli {eeels and a Urge sum of money upon elephenU, accom 
panled by hU wife Looft-al Nlssa, and one or two other 
women In cov'ered carriiges he hastened to BogwangoU 
where he embarked upon some of bis own boats which were 
suikmed there and proceeded up the river in hopes of 
meeting Mr Law with the French detachment whom ho 
ordered to Join him or of effecting bit escape to Pumcah 
but on Ws anlval opposite to Rajemahd, he and his women 
being oppressed with hunger they stopped at the cell of a 
Mohammedan deneUh, turned Dana Shah, and requested 
nim to procure them some food To this man Scraje-ad 
I>oiiUh.lflihodsjsolbUprotpcniy. had offered an affront. 
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the remembrance of which still rankled m his mind . he, 
however, received them comrteously, and set about- preparing 
some htchtiry for them ; but privately despatched one of his 
servants across the river, to Meer Cossim, the brother of 
Mcer Jafiier Khan, who commanded the troops at Rajemahel : 
and who, upon the receipt of the intelligence, immediately 

. proceeded to the cell of the derveish, and 
The Nuwab , , , . 

•cized seized upon the unfortunate fugitive. 

They first conveyed him to Rajemahel, 

and then proceeded with him to Jafiier Khan's house in 

Moorshudabad, where he arrived on the 15th of Showal 1170. 

Meer Jaffier being then absent at Munsoorgunge, he was 

delivered to Meerun, the son of JaflSer, a young man of a 

very worthless character, who immediately offered a sum of 

money to any of his attendants who would go and put an end 

to Seraje-ad-Dowlah. For some time they all refused , but 

at length a wretch, named Mohammed Beg, who from hi? 

infancy had been nourished by the favour of Aly Verdy 

Khan's family, offered to execute the horrid deed. , 

At the time they seized Seraje-ad-Dowlah, and while they 

were conveying him to Moorshudabad, he requested the officer 

commanding the guard to make it known, that if they would 

spare his life, he would willingly retire to any part of the- 

province upon a small pension. When therefore the assassin 

entered his apartment, he said, “art thou 

“ come to kill me ? What I will they 

“not let me live in obscurity he added, 

“no, no, it cannot be 1 1 must die, to atone for the murder of 

“Hussein Cooly Khan Tune was not given him to say 

more. After the assassin had inflicted several wounds, he 
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of the a4lh md on the following djiy, about noon, anlved 
ct Moldapore. in the vidnlty of Moonhndihad. 

As soon as the army was encainped Colonel ClWe uot 
Ur Watts and Ur Walsh, attended by a hundred sepoys 
to pay Meer Jaffier a visit of cerentony This visit confirmed 
the hopes of all the partisans of Meet Jaffler, and dearly 
pointed out to the inhabitants of the aty whom they were to 
consider as their future mas t er 

Some difficulties haring occurred respecting the payment 
oflhe compeosaXion due tothe English, which amounted to 
jCi 750 000 sterling Colonel CUve did not enter the city till 
the morning of the s^th , when, escorted by a guard of soe 
Europeans, and 300 sepoys, ho took 
possession of the palace and garden of 
Uorand Baug which hod been allotted for his residence. 

Here he was Immediately waited upon by Meerun the son 
of Jiffier whom be shortly after accompanied to the palace at 
hConsoorgunge , and upon entering the hall of audience, be 
there found Meer JalHer, with a number of officers and the- 
prindpal iahabUants of the d^, expecting bis arrival. 

At one end of the hall was placed the muaoud of Serijo 
'riilchMwrJ.ffi.r .pp,^ 
UmltScrto u. to »TOlJ. Colonel alto took him brthe 
•uiutJ, JBIX .9. lujj leading him to It, eeited him 
Iheteon. He lh«n preeented him with * talrer of gold 
■ohnn, and congratulated him on hi» leceMlon to the 
•umud of Bengal, Bebar and Otlaai. Thli example waa 
wmtdlud, followed b/ aU ti. periona prewmt and the- 
ocu wu announced to the pnbUn b/ the dlacbatge of cannon 
ud the sounds of m»nhi nsuslc. 
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From this period, the power and influence of the English 
became paramount m Bengal .* and were we further to 
continue this History, it would be requisite to commence a 
new section, under the title of Tht Native Governors under 
the English Dynasty, 


* A very few months after Meer Jafficr’s accession, he 
was nick-named, by one of the wits of the court, “ Colonel 
Clive’s ass,” and retained the title till his death 

In Justice to the memor> of Colonel Clive, I think it 
requisite to slate, that none of the native Historians impute 
any participation in the death of Seraje-ad^Dowlah, to him. 
It IS generally believed, that the capture of . the Nuwab was- 
kept a secret from the Colonel, till alter he had suffered. 




LIST OF THE NUWAB^ OF BENGAL. 
SINCE THE YEAR I757, 


Oc/. 1760. — ^osstm Aly Khan succeeded as Deputy to Meer 
JalEer, who retired upon an ample peision. 

July^ 1763 . — Mur Jajfur was again appointed, m the room 
of Cossim Aly Khan expelled. 

Jatt. 1765. — Nezim-ad-Dowlah, eldest son of Meer Jaffier, 
succeeded on the death of his father. 

This year the East India Company received, 
from the Emperor Shah Aalum ( King of the 
world ), the appointment of Dewan of the three 
provinces. ,v 

• 

Alay. 1766. — Ste/-ad-Dozvlak ( to whom a pension was 
granted, and the business of Nazim managed 
by Deputy ) succeeded his brother, Nezin-ad- 
Dowlah, who died of the small-pox. 

Mar. 1770. — Mulanc-ad-Dowlah, on the same terms, suc- 
ceeded his brother, Sief-ad-Dowlah, who died of 
an epidemic disease.* 


* The Office of Deputy Nazim was annulled in 1790 , 
and Courts of Justice, with English Judges, appointed to 
every district. 
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1793, — Naxxr^ i/0#/!i.facc«cded his father Mobiric 
ad DoffUh 1 ’ 

ApriLi^iQ.r^fn Aidwi Alf KJtoi (the proMnt Hunrab ) 
succeeded Hailr^ Moolk. He receives & 
peodoB from the EogUih but has nothiof to 
do with the govemmeut. 



APPJUNDIX. 


I. ■■ ■ M^l 

/ 

It may be necessary to premise, that the following docu- 
ments are copied mrhaiim from the ancient records : and that 
the translations were made by Armenians, or other Foreign- 
ers, as none of the Company’s Servants at that time under- 
stood Persian. 

It appears extraordinary, that as the East India Company 
were then supplied with writers from Christ’s Church 
Hospital, they did not select a few of them to learn the 
Onential Languages. It would have saved much money, and 
prevented many quarrels. 


Appendix No. I. (referred to in p. 275.) 

Extract of a Letter from William Mefhwoldy &c. dated 
Surat, 21 February, 1633, to the Company. 

The 2nd present, we received from Agra the King’s 
Firmand, which gives liberty of trade unto us in his whole 
Country of Bengala , but restrains our shipping only unto the 
port of Piply , which Firmand was sent unto us by a servant 
of our own, which was dispeeded unto Agra. 

[No. 989] 

[ N. B. — The Firman not being procurable, Mr. Bruce 
obligingly favoured me with the above Letter, in 
which it is mentioned. — C. 5 . 
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The referesce xt the bottom of page 35^ ihoold have bees 
Febnaij 1633 4] 


ArriKOix No U. (refened to in p 371 ) 

Tranifafl of SuUan Skauk Shujau Nosiaum LtUtn PaUnt 
to tko Emfluk tit Bmgata. K. D 1636 A. u. todS 


Tux Neihxtm. or Letter* Patent ot the mou magnificent 
Prince Saltan Shujih giion tne iillh month in the year of 
Hegira one tboutaod liitj-alx. In the year of the Emperor 
Shah Jehaun hi* glorionj reign 

Be It known to all Great Govemori Chancellor! Farmer! 
of the Ung’! Renta, Colonel*, Captain* Rent Gatherer*, 
Fatmeri ot Cmtomi Watchmen Ferrymen, and other Petty 
officer!, that now are In place and hereafter aball be in the 
Kingdom* of Bengal* and Orfxa, that thli day* Thoma* 
BUlldge andKnglUhman humbly prejcnied hi* »ult before 
our jplondid throne aquainting u* that the Engllah Com 
pany a good*, according to the Great Emperor > Letter* Patent, 
which ate unalterable are by Hi. free grant therein .pedfied 
cmtom Iteealloierhl* great hanpite , humbly deairing u* 
that there may a ptinlege be granted them, by u*. to made 
cuuom free In theie part*, a* al^a complaining that at 
ptcunt their trade with Country itercbant., our *ab- 

leo* u much hindered by our Goremor* to port*, town. 

»«> tatcand 

l^iddlng any merchanu to buy or tell with them tmfe*. 

officer. In the 

port, town. 4 c, demand four In the hundred cuttom on all 
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goods imported and exported, as also anchorage in the roads 
belonging to these kingdoms of Bengala and Orixa 

Upon due consideration had of all which, we were pleased 
to grant, and hereby command you, that, according 'to the 
above-mentioned Letters Patent of the Great Emperor, whose 
words no man dare presume to reverse, the factory of the 
English Company^ be no more troubled ' with demands of 
custom for goods imported or exported either by land or by 
water, nor that their goods be opened and forced from them 
at under rates in any places of government by which they 
shall pass or repass up and down the country ; but that they 
bu^ and sell freely, and without impediment, neither let any 
molestation be given them about anchorage, as formerly has 
been , also, wherever they have order to build factories or 
warehouses in any part of these Kingdoms, that they be not 
hindered, but forwarded ; as also where there shall any jiist 
and due debts be coming to them from our subjects, that all 
persons in office be helpful to them m their jecovery, givmg 
protection to no weavers, merchants, or any other that shall' 
appear to be really indebted to themy In all the aforesaid 
matters, especial regard is to be had that you carry your- 
selves strictly in obedience to the Great Emperor’s Letters 
Patent, and this my Neshan now given the English Company 
having an especial care that you fail not a little in your full 
compliance with our commands therein contained 

[Diary kept hy Streynshan Master, pp. 346, 347, No. 120.] 
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AiyiKin No. UL (refcncd to in p 311 ) 

TraniUit $/ Nahch SkauxJtih Caunt, L*rd of tki I^ohU . 
mm ku (onfirmalUn of tki Engluk prttiiUgu im ikt Eingdom 
o/JcMgala, A,iujpS3 June. a. d 167a 

The FbTTwana, or Order of Shuu Ckiunt, the Lord 
of Noblemen^ dated this third daj of the 3rd month in the 
1 5th jear of the gtorioos reign of Anmngzeeb Emperor of 
the World— 

To all Great Officers, Chancellors, Farmers of the King's 
Custom's, Farmers of the King s Rent, Colonels, Captains, 
Rent'Githcrera, Custom Gatherers, Watchmen and all Under* 
Officers, no* being, and that shall be, in these Kingdoms of 
Bengali and Orlxa, Declareth, that Walter Clavell, the EnglUh 
Captain, this dij presented bis suit before me, averring 
according to the letters Patent of the mighty Emperor (Shah 
Jehan) and Prince Stdtan Shah Snjah, as^io b/ the Fbyrwana 
or Order, of Mcer Jumbla, the Cawne of Cawnes, deceased, 
the customs of all goods exported and Imported bought or 
sold belonging to the English Company to be released 

Whereupon 1 also give my confiraution of the same 
and order that according to the said Letters Patent dc. you 
govern yourselves and whatsoever goods the said Com 
piny ^hsU import from JlalUsoie or any other place near 
the sea lule up Jo Ilugly Coulmbaiar Patna, or any 
other pisce ID these («o kingdoms os also what saltpetre 
or any other goods they shall export from Patna, or any 
otiel pLut 10 BilUlore ot tn, other port to Iho 
ut thit ,ou let them pui cottom heo without in, let, 
ImpeJtmcnt. ot dcminiU whitiocveri And whcreier the, 
hive UctoilM ot wijchouie* thit jou help their Iicton In 
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'tetting m their due debts from any weavers, mei'chants &c. 
^at really appear to be indebted to them, without giving 
protection to any such person so indebted whereby they may 
anjTwaysbe wronged. And whatsoever boats, &c. whether 
their own or freighted, let them not be stopped on any 
pretence whatsoever, but suffered to pass without molestation. 
And notwithstanding I have lately, by reason of a great 
outrage committed by the Dutch, absolutely forbidden them 
any trade in these kingdoms aforesaid, so that Governors and’ 
other Officers have took occasion to stop and hinder the 
English trade, which I have not interdicted, with that of the 
Dutch which I have strictly forbidden, I do declare that the 
En^^lish never committed any offence of so high a nature that 
the^ade shiuld be hindered ; and therefore I resolve and 
ordeT as before, that, according 'to the above-mentioned 
Order and as their trade has for so many years qiiietly and 
without impediment gone on m these kingdoms aforesaid, 
that It now also be not hindered, but that whatever their , 
factors and other servants shall buy or sell as’ aforesaid be no; 

ways letted or impeded. And that I may hear no more com-f 
plaints from the English in this^ matter, see that this my. 
Order be strictly observed. 

[ADtary kept by Sireynsham Master 1675, 1676. No. 


^ Appendix I^o. IV. (refpred to m p. 343.) _ , 

Being the Nishcini. ofSiilts^t Mohant/fied Aziitif is nearly- a 
-copy of the above, therefore noj inserted 
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Appuroii No V (refened to In p. 334 ) 

Ctpy tftu Emptnr Auraagttht t Fintaan A D 16S0. 
A. H. 1091 ' 

In ib0 ume ol God Amm. 

To all present and fimm Rulers In Sorat, that remain lo 
hopes of the Emperor’s favour 

Be U known, that at this happy birth of time it Is agreed, 
of the English Nation, besides their usual costom of a pcs 
cent for their goods, more li jexla,or poll money shall bo 
taken. 

Wherefore U Is commanded. That In the said place, from 
the hrit daj of Shoraal, In the s^rd year of oor reign, of the 
Hid people^ 3 and a half m pecs p tfjggnt of all their goods, 
on account of custom and poll money, be taken for the future. 
And at all other places upon this account, let no one hinder 
or molest them for custom, rawdarree, peasbni, pblmHlsh, 
and other matters by the Emperor's Coon forbidden, nor to 
make any demands In these particulars x obserre. ritteo on 
the S3rd day of the mouth Suffer, In the year twenty three 
N B.— The obscure part of this paper, and which ga\-o , 
rise to the disputes, commences with And at oil 
other' — C iS 


Arruou: No VI, ( referred to In p 35^ ) 

cf /At PAiraaund gtvtn 6/ /At McgA Auntnguit h 
£iraAm Cjun for Btngal da/td /At syd tf April, % 
iCajo w /At 33rJ itar oftAt ATts// rtiga a. h iioi 

\oumun understand that lijhas been the good fortune of 
ibc Ergluh to repent them of their irregular past procecdlogs 
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»nd ^heir not being ’ m their former greatness, have, 
by their vackeels, petitioned tor their lives, and a pardon for 
their faults, which, out of my extraordinary favour towards 
them, have accordingly granted . Therefore, upon receipt 
hereof, my Phirmaund, you must not create them any further 
trouble, but let them trade freely, in your Government as for- 
merly : And this order I expect you see strictly observed. 

[ No. 274, page 123 . ] 


Appendix No. VII. ( referred to in p. 356.) , 

Copy of a Phirmaun of the Emperor Aurungzehe^ dated the 
2^rd of the month Jummaudee Auvull, tn the 33rd year of the 
most glorious reign, a. h. iioi. Sent from 1690. 

All the English having made a most humble, submissive 
Petition, that the ill crimes they have done may be pardoned, 
and requested a noble Phirmaun, to make their being forgiven 
manifest, and sent their vacqueel, to the heavenly palace, the 
most illustrious in the world, to get the royal favour ; and 
Ettimatt Caim, the governor of Surat's Petition to the famous, 
court equal to the sky, being amved, that they would present 
the Great King with a fine of 150,000 rupees to his noble 
treasury, resembling the sun, and would restore the merchant's -( 
goods they took away to the owners of them, zr^JL would 'walk 
by the ancient customs of the port, and behave themselves for 
the future no more m such a shameful manner ; Therefore 
His Majesty, according to his daily favours to all the people 
of the world, hath pardoned their faults, mercifully forgiving 
themes and out of his princely condescensions agrees, that 



present bo piii Into iho trcuuij of tho port tho gooda of 
tho "i>Tr>i«nn relumed , the town fiouxUliing , »ad they follow 
thtii u»do tt In (orfflct Uraeo y and Mr Child who did tho 
dh^ace, bn tamed oat and expellecL This order Is 
Irrevenihle. 

CNo.s74fPP 38,39 ] 


ApruJDU No VIU. ( referred to In p 357 ) 

TranslaU c/ikt NaM ^hraAiU Cmon and Duxin x 

Gntral PtnoAtuu far tJu En^luh ihiir paying only Rupux 
^000 ytarly far /Anr, Tfodt. it. joor 3 Ju a 

To aU Mutfuddleii Curowriet, Jaggerdm. Gonuuthj, 
Phousdart, Jimmedaxa, Conongees, belonglDg to tho Subah* 
ship of Bengal, now In sendee or that shall be hereafter 

Bs U known, that, before this, an ample Hosboll hoobum 
for the pardoning all the faults of the Bngiiah has arrlred to 
mo liom the King, under the seal of Luifullah Cavne , since 
that, another UosbuUhookum, under the teal of Assad 
Cawne, arrived from the King to Kafait Cavme, bis l>uan, 
the copy of which Is arrived in my secretary a odice from 
laid Kaialt Cavne, which. Is, viz. That he should, accofdJng 
take rupees 30CO,. aa. a plshcash of the 
B nj i ib In of cortoni )eajly and not demand or ask 
reo any account uhalever, more than that the copy of which 
HmbuUhookum Is vrUo oa the back side of this Perwamu. 
Fci iMsnwonl wxue you, That, from the beginning of the 
3tth jtar cl Jeloore (or tho King's ragn ) according to the 
Kings order, je, laUcad of cuiioiD, take but xupeci 3000 of 
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Lhera yearly ; and that m their buying and selling, you take nofc 
a pifis^more; they may contentedly continue their trade in the 
places of their former residence, as Hugly, Ballasore, &c', 
under the government of this subahship ; and that ye ‘assist 
their gomastehs in their lawful and just business upon all 
accounts. And that not one, upon the account of Rawdari, 
Jimmendare, or Firmashe, &c. be suffered to defraud or 
molest them, it being forbidden by thJ King. God forbid 
that in any one's government robberies be committed ; but if 
so, that the Phousdars of said places use their endeavours to 
find and restore said goods to the ownet^ Dated the' second 
day of the moon, in the 35th year of Jeloose. ■ > i 

I » ' 

[ Rec&ived per Orange 1692. No. 265. A. 3 


Appendix No. IX. (referred to in p, 357 ) *'' ‘ - 

Translpte of an ^lusbullhookum, under, ^ssjd Cawne’s 
Seal, upon^Kefait Cawne, Duan of Dacca, for the English's 
paying Three Thousand Rupees annual Fishcash, in lieu of 
Custom ( procured by the aforesaid Kefait -Cawne’s Letter), 
dated the Twenty -first of Jemadestanny, m, the Thirty-fourth 
year of the King’s reign, or February the^ T^nth, 

A. H. 1002. 


Petition being made. That you writ that an 'HusbuIl- 

^ III 

hookum, under the seal of Lutfoola Cawne, was come to the 

' ^ ' s, 

Viceroy, that the English should trade according- to ' ancient 
usage ; that of that nation two or three were arrived in the 
port of Hugley ; and that Mahmoud Eckbar, OflScer of said 
' Viorl oriiron tViom finrnnracrpmpnl- nnH takfiti an ohlie'ation 
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{rom them thjU the/ would give custom OQ their merctundue* 
aj hereafter should be detenalned , that In said Husbull* 
^too^om nothlBg wu zneatloced coDcemlog the receipt of 
costom neither was It under the Vlsler*s seal what had been 
determined that their andent naage* to your knowledge, 
Tdi nipeea 3600 annual pUhcasb, for which they carried on 
their trade baslnesa nfti»r that, It was determined 
for them to pay custom 3I pm ctPL as they did In Surat , 
and that now for the receipt of costom from this nation, you 
would act according to order , and that U was agreed on 
formedy for them to^y 3000 mpeea annual plshcaah , that 
In the year 10^ It was resolred they should pay 3^ per cent, 
indodcd poll money and that In Soiat they pay the same 
now ^Vbat would His hlajesty please to order ? Upon 
which the King gave order that plshcasb ahould be received 
of them according to ancient usage. Therefore I wrhe you. 
That you act according to the Pblnnaund , and advice of the 
contents hereof. ^ 

pfr OroHgt 16^2 No. *73 A.] 


Arrucix No. X. (referred to In p. 373 ) 

Trans l at e of a Do s tu c k granted to Sir Edward littleton 
^y Order of the Prince Sultan Mohamood Aasam Ooshan 
gl^en under the Seal of bU Duvan, Allee Reza, for trade In 
_tha Province of Bengala, dated the isth day of Rajebe, In 
the 43rd jew of the King's cclgn. Anno Ifedgero wtf January 
36ih, Anno ChrUU 1700, 

Uustuck 10 iho Fousdars, Jaggerdort, and all of the Govern 
mem under Dacca, Hugbly, Casslmbazar Balasoreand 
Ralthmsal, Ac In the Province of Bengal. 
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tnd Onxz, at Uw port of Hagly, ic. p8rU In tHo province*- 
aforesaid , 

By these preteiu* knew ye, from the fayoor of the Imperial 
hfajesiy, that, at thU t iot e of congest, and in (hi* flonrlihlng 
reign, Mr John Soiman and Coja Surhhud, gomaihtahs 
( factor* ) of the English Company have hmnbly preicnted 
Ihclr penuon, setting forth. That, according to Sultala Azxlm 
Shah Bahander hi*, and former, Stinod*, they are free of 
Customs throughout the whole conquered empire the port 
of Surat excepted , and that the^ do annually pay Into the 
treasury at the port of Hugly a pishcash of 3000 rupee*, in 
Iku of custom* , they hope that, according to the tenor 
of former Sunodt, they may be favoored with n, gradoq* 
Phlrmaund confirming them. Commanded and ordered 
That *11 their raerchantlle ai&lr| ^ together with their go- 
mastahs, ha>w frep liberty In ^I subahshipt, to paa* and 
repai* lo^ond fro either by land or water In any port or 
district throughout the several province* aboi.e«ald And 
Know they ore coitomi free , that they have full power and- 
Bberty^jqjbuy and sell at their vlU and pleaaure and that 
there ) early be received Into the'treasvt^ ^pUhcaah of 3000 
rupees, a* ba* been cust omary hcretefore that if In any 
place or at any time robberies are committed on their 
goods they be aulsted In the getting of them again that the 
tobbcrt.be brought to justice, and the good* bo delivered 
to ih« pioprietors of them. In whatsoever place they have 
a olad to icole a faooty, fairly to buy and sell good* In, 
they have liberty ai>d bo aiiUted That on whonuoow 
metchanu ^cavers dc. they have any demands, on 
iMver accouni, (el bo and tbeb- debtor* brought 
to a true and fair account, and b« made to give ihcir goouih- 
uh* ihcir right mj jmt demand*. That no person* bo 
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suffered^ injure and; molest their gomashtahs wrongiully 
aj^ unjusdy, l^nd for customs on* Hired ' boats (cutccarrah) , 
&c,. belonging to them, that they be not in any manner 
molested or obstructed. 

They further, petition, That if the -petty Duans of Subahi' 
v,sips demand^^sigiU qf.^th^ original Sunods and Perwaannas, 
under the seals of the Duans and subahs, the' original Sunods 
cannot possibly h® produced in any place \vithout a great 
deal of difficulty, they desire that a copy from under the 
seal of thjB Chief _Cauze be sufficient, sight of the original 
Sunods ' not being demanded, nor they forced to take Sunods 
and Perwannas under the Duan lind Subah their seals. That* 
the rentings of Calcutta, Chuttanutty, Govmdapore, in the 
Purgna, of Ameirabaud, &c. in Bengal, ^Yere formerly granted 
them and bought by consent from the Zemeendars of them 
are now in the Company’s possession, for which they yearly 
pay the sum of ^ii9si?.. 6^. That thirty-eight towns more, 
amounting to 8121 i?. 8 . 4 . adjoining to the aforesaid towns, 
which they hope the renting of may be granted, and added' 
to those they are already -m possession of ; that they will pay 
annually the same amount of them. Comji.vnded, that th^ 
copy under the seal of the Chief Cauzee be regarded ; that 
the old towns formerly bought by them remam in their hands 
as heretofore ; and that they have the renting of the adjacent 
towns petitioned for, which they are to buy from the respect- 
ive o\\ners of them; and that the Duan and Subah give 
permission. 

They still petition, That from the r eign of Aurungzebe, 
Lladras coins were received into the' Subabship's treasuries 
for under value, and are still, notwithstanding they are full as 
valuable as Surat rupees are, whereby, they are great losers; 
they hope the Imperial order may be given for them to be 
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recdred >ntn the treatnrici u Stxiait rupeet ere, In caie they 
axe as good« That any period being lerrant to the Company 
floping from thi^ from whom debts and accounts 
ate due, they desire that whotoetcn so deserts be d olive red 
lyick 4 o the Chief, of their Factory That their gomashtas and 
serranis are molested troubled for phousdarry C tihv^ii 
auautua i Ac, ImpoalUons which they reqaest they may be 
exempted iioa Coukaxdsd and oansaxn That from the 
hhh year ol this blessed reign If Madras rupees are made 
the same goodness as Surat siccat, there be no discount on 
them That whosoever of the Company’s servants, being 
debtors, desert them , scire £iem, and deliver them to the 
chief of their factory That they be not molested for 
phlrmaoshs and ImposUlons. 

They petUioa That In Bengal, Bahar, and OrUsa, the 
Company have factories and that In other places they like* 
vise designs to settle Factories they accordingly desire, 
that in any place where they have a mind to settle Factories 
they may havc_fortj_hcgacf^f ground given Uie m^ for the 
UJ^ That It often happens ships at sea meet with tern 
pestoons winds, and are forced Into ports, and are sometimes 
driven ashore and wrecked the Governors of the ports In 
luibusly seke on the cargoes of them, and In some places 
dcmiod a quarter^psxt— salvage. That In the Islands of 
ol llombay belonging to tbe English, European slccas are 
cnirent they request that, according to the custom ol hladras, 
they nuy u Bombay com slccas. Cokiuxdsd amo omlimxd 
That, according to the custom ot their Factories In other 
lubahihlpf ciscute { these people having their Factories 
in several pens of the kingdom, and commerce to the place 
c4 ihs rojfsi residence and have o bt a ined very favourable 
Ablr cins cusmm free. Lei there bo psxlicular case taken 
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that there be duly assistance,. given them about goods and 
wrecks, on all occasions. On the islands of Bombay, let 
^here bethe glorious stamp upon the siccas coined there; 
passing them current, as alb other siccas are, throughout the 
whole empire. To all these i Tender i ^ punctual obedience, 
observing and acting pursuant tO( the tenor of this gracious 
phirman, and not contrary any, respeqt , whatsoever ; nor 
demand yearly new sunods. Regard this particularly well. ■ 
Written the 27th of the moon Mohurum, in the fifth year 
of this glorious and ever happy reign. 

[Easi-India Records, Book No. 593 ] 

1 , ■ 

^ 1 ‘ ; ' 
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Appendix No. XII. (referred to in p. 551.) 

Treaty and Agreements with ^erajah Douqla, dated 
Feh y, 1757. A. H.fjiiyo. 

Monsoor-ul-Mulck Serajah Dowlah bhah 
Kuly Khan Behauder, Hybut Jung, 

Servant of Kine Aalumgeer the Invincible. 


ARTICLE I. 

' I 

That the Company be not molested upon account of such 
privileges as have been granted them by the King’s Firmaund 
and Husbulhookums, and the Firmaund, Husbulhookums in 
full force. 

r That the thirty-eight Villages, which were given to the 
Company by the Firmaund, but detained from them by ' the 
Soubah, be likewise allowed them, nor let'^ any impediment 
or restriction be put upon the Zemindars. • 




article n. 


ThalangoodiboIonglDK,^ Iha Enghih Company and 
haling thoir Ihutnck, do ^ fronly by land oi natm, in 
Bengal, n-l^-r and Otlsaa, withoot paying any doaei or fee* 
of any whataoetcr and that the Z emlnd aia Chokeydaxs, 
Cnzetbaoni, Ac. offer them no kind of molestation upon thli 
account. 

article in. 

That reititutlona ho made the Company of their factorica 
and letUemenu at Calcutta, Coaalmbniar Dacca, Ac. which 
hai e been taken from them. 

That all money and effects, taken from the English Com- 
pany theh factors and dependents, at the teveial S cttlent enls 
and Anrungs, be restored In the same condition that an 
equhalent. In money bo glren for sueh goods as are damaged, 
plundered, or lost, which shall bo left toe the Nabob s justlco 
to determine 


article IV 

That the Company be allowed to lottlfy Calcutta. In such 
manner as they shall esteem proper for their defence without 
any hindrance or obstructiaa. 

ARTICLE V 

That ilccas be coined at Alienagur ( Calcutta ) in Ihn 
same manner as at hlooribudahad and that the money, 
struck in Calcutta, be ol equal weight snd ffncncu wnh that 
cl Moofthudabad, There ■hill be no demand made fora 
deducton ol llatta. 



^ ARTICLE Vr^ '3 I 

/ 

That these pioposala'Le ratiffed in ' the strongest manner, 
'in the presence of God and his prophet, and signed and 
sealed to by the Nabob, and some of^ his principal peopled 

, V ‘ v' ' 

ARTICLE VIL 

t 


And Admiral Charles Watson and Col. Clive promise, 
'in behalf of the English Nation, and of the English Company, 
that' from henceforth all hostilities shall cease in Bengal; 
and the- - English will ' always remain in peace aiid' friendship 
•with the Nabob, as long as thesfr articles are kept in force, 
and remain unviolated. 


o\I 


I 


01 

O ^ 
S3 2 




Aaa-ul- Mulct Morad-ul-D^owla Novyazish 
Ally Khan Behauder/Zahooar Jung, 
a Servant of King Alum Geer 
the Invincible, 


li i! 


Meer Jaffier Khan behau> 
der, a Servant of King 
Aalum Geer the 
Invincible. 


I<ajah Doolubrami Behau-i 
der, a Servant of King 
Aalum Geer thfr' 
InvincibJp, 


'I ' 
i' 

Sh ** 

Ji 

arf' 

I 


590 


Affgynix. 


ArrxxDix No. ^CUI. ( referred to In p; $ 56 ) 

Treat f wiiJk ya^tr Ally Kkaju 

*I rJD tar i by and the Propkti of God to ahid* hy tk* 

ierwu 0/ this Treaty ahtleJ I kaoe U/e 


I Mctr Mitiomwi Kh&a Btlundfr 

I S«r T>at erf Kl»c G««r 

Treaty nadt xoUi the admiral^ and Colonel CGst QSaju/ 

Btkatider']^ Governor Drake, and Mr Waite 1 

ARTKXE L 

\VbJite^er &rUcIe« were agreed upon In the time of peace 
with the Nabob, Senjoh Dowloh Moocoor u] Malck Shah 
Kuly Khan Behouder, Hybot Jung, I agree to compi/ Trltfu 

ARTICLE IL 

The enemiea of the EngiUb are my enemiei, whether 
thej be Indiana or Eoropeano. 

article m. 

AU the Effect! and Foctorieo, belongiog to the French, 
In the province of Bengal (the Porodiie of notion!) and 
lUhu and Qtltso, thofl remain la the poaoeulon of the 
EojlUh , nor will I ever allow them any more to settlo In 
the three piotlccea. 


The» word! were written In hlj own hand. 





ARTICLE IV' 


In consideration of the losses which the English Company 
have sustained, by the capture and plunder of Calcutta, b)n 
the Nabob, and the charges occasioned by the maintenance- 
of the forces, I will give them one crore of rupees. 

ARTICLE V. 

For the eSects plundered from the English inhabitants of 
Calcutta, I agree, to give fifty lacks of rupees. 

o ' 

ARHCLE VI 

For the effects plundered irom the Gentoos, and Mussul- 
men, and other subjects of Calcutta, twenty lacks of rupees 
shall be given. 


ARTICLE VIL 

For the effects plundered from the Armenian inhabitants 
of Calcutta, I will give the sum of seven lacks of rupees* 
The distribution of the sums, allotted to the natives, English 
inhabitants, Gentoos, and Mussulmen, shall be left to tne 
Admiral and Colonel Clive (Sabut- Jung^ehauder) and the 
rest of the Council, to be disposed of by them to whom they- 
think proper. 


, ARTICLE VIII 

Within the ditch, which surrounds the borders f of 
Calcutta, are tracts of land belonging to several Zemindars 
besides this, I will grant the English Company six hundred 
yards without the Ditch, 



ARTICLE IX. 


Ali the land Ijlog to tho Sooth of Calco tt a, as fu as 
Colpce, shall b« ooder the Zemindar^ of the Engllih Com 
pany , and all the ofBcen oi those parts shall be tmdei their 
jurisdiction. The reveiraes to be paid bj them ( the Com 
[ panj ) in the same manner with other Zemindars. 

ARTICLE X. 

Whenever I demand the EngUsb assistance, I will be at 
the charge of the maioteoance of them * 

ARTICLE XL 

1 will not erect an; new fonlficatlona below Hngbl; near 
the River Ganges 


ARTICLE XIL 

As soon as 1 am established In the Government of the 
Three Provinces, the aforesaid sums shall be failhfull/ paid. 

iit /jM Ramiau in tk* yX4 Ytar cf tJu Rtl^tu 
t- D- J757» a. u xr^a 

Adoitionai. AmncLa. — ARTICLE \I1L 

On condition that ^leer Jader Khan Behaoder shall 
solcnujjr ratif;, confirm b/ oaib, and eacculo all the abote 
Vrtklu uhlch the underwriuen on behaH of the Honorable 
Lau Iculaa Company do declanng on the Holy Gospels, 
and before God, that wo wiU assist Slcer Jsffier Khan Bchau- 
def wkh oil oar force to obtain the Soubahihipof the protmcc 
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of Bengal, Behar, Orissa ; and further, that we will 
assist him to the utmost, against all his enemies whatever, 
as soon as he calls upon us for that end ; provided that 
he, on his coming to be Nabob, shall fulfil the aforesaid 
Articles 


1 . 

[N. B. — The last two Numbers are taken from a book, entitled 
“Treaties and Grants from the Country Powers to 
the East Indian Company,” published A. D. 1774. 



EXPLANATION 


THE TITLES OF THE GOVERNORS 

UKDEX TUX 

MOGHUL DYNASTY 

SECT. T 1 


No. Page 

I Tbfl SUfc of Hiuiflio,* tho Lord of tho World ipt 

s Tba Victorious Lord 191 

3 A’> partwdtr aeortiM^ Ht tout a ffuutoc 1 96 

4 Tbe Most lllutuiotis Lord, tod Foster Brother sot 

5 Fofcoa Lord .« .• 304 

6 iVd ntanm^ Hi xms a Hind^ Princt ^ ao6 

7 The pole Sttr of Rdlsloo, ind Foster Brother 3 iS 

8 The Slave of the Emperor Jcbsogblre 43X 

9. The GI017 of the Rdigioo of Islam 233 

10. iV# air<xjirj«j» ^ 243 

II The Victorious la War 248 

IS Ktfig of the World 257 

13 The adopted Son, literally **Bora in the house 163 

14 The Respected I-ord 264 


• Hosselo was the grandsoo of Mohammed, and U 

adored b/ the Persians. 
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No. 

<35. The Devoted Lord 

16. No applicable meaning 

17. The Most Illustrious Lord 

18. Lord of the True Faith 

19. The Praiseworthy and Brave Prince 

■20 *The Viceroy, The Noble Lord, The Lord of 

Lords, The Generalissimo ... 

21. The Viceroy, The Worthy Lord, The Chief of 

the Nobility 

22. The Viceroy, The Devoted, and Most Illustrious 

Lord ••• ••• ••• 

.23. The Praiseworthy and Most Illustrious Prince ... 
-24. The same person as No, 21 

25. The Viceroy Lord Abraham ... 

26. The Pnnce of High Dignity 

2,7. The Viceroy, The Slave of Majesty, The Trust- 
worthy of the Kingdom, The Exalted of the 
State, The supporter of Battle.f 

28. The Viceroy, The Trust-worthy of the Kingdom, 
The Hero of the Faith of Mohammed, The 
Champion of the State, The Lion of War, 
The Valiant $ 


Pagei 

3(^5 

266 

27^ 

273 

277 


312 

325 

332 

333 
337 
354 
368 


400 


448 


* Nuwab is the plural of Naib, a deputy, and may 
possibly mean the King’s Deputy in all Departments. It is 
^ modern title 

f JafiSer has no meaning, but was the name of a celebrat- 
-ed Vizier under the Birmecide Princes Moorshud means, 
•literally, a Spiritual Guide, but is often applied to Kings. 

J Behadur is said to be a Tartar tiord and the precise 
meaning is not understood * but it now accompanies every 
Military title. If it were a Persian word, the meaning of it 
^would be (V aluable as a Pearl.) 
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TTTLIS or TUX GOTXXKORS. 


No, 

3^ The Uloitrioos of the State, The Head exalted 
Lord 

3a The Hero of the Kingdom The Sword of the 
State, The Formidable In War The Valiant 
31 The Victorioua of the Kingdom, The Lamp of 
the State The Slave of the Emperor, The 
Formidable In War The Valiant ^ 


THE END 


Page^ 

467 

477 

536 



A 
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INDEX- 


Aalumgeer, the title of Aur- 
Tingzebe, 392, «. 

Aalumgeer ii., Emperor of, 
Hmdoostan, 554, 553. 

Aazim Khan, Governor of 
Bengal under Shah Jehan, 
271 — Recalled for suffering 
the Hughs and Assamese to 
ravage his dominions, 272. 

Aazim Shah, Emperor of 
Hmdoostan, 393 — Defeated 

and slam in a battle with his 
brother, Shah Aalum, 395, 
Abdul Mujeed Asuf Khan, 
Governor of Bengal, Behar, 
and Orissa, under Akbar, 
.216. 

Abdul Rezack, critical situa- 
‘ tion of, 215. 

Abistagy, Governor of Kho- 
' rassan, revolts against Abul 
Munsur, and becomes abso- 
lute Sovereign of Zabu- 
listan, 19. 


Abu Issaac, son of Abis 
tagy, 20, 

Abul Munsur, the last of 
the Samanian dynasty, 19. 
Abyssmians introduced into 
Bengal by Berbek Shah— Fre- 
quently rise m India to places 
of trust, 124, 127 — Reduced 
by Futteh Shah to a level 
with his subjects, 125 — An 
Abyssinian Sultan of Bengal, 
130 , another, 131 — Abyssini- 
an troops dismissed by Hus- 
sein Shah, 134 — Procure em- 
ployment m the Guzerat and 
Dekkan, and acquire the 
name of ^tddees, ib. 

Adjodm, 37. 

Afghanistan, 57. 

Afghani— Dynasty of the 
Lody family terminated with 
Ibrahim on his defeat by Baber 
1 3 9 — Empire ' of Hmdoostan ’ 
again transferred from Hog-* 


il 


XJiOU 


i. 

hull to the Aighans, hj the 
victor/ of Sbere Shah over Ujo 
Emperor Homa/on, i(56— So 
verelgnt/ of the Afghani over 
Bengal, nature of 194-95— 
Terminated with Daood Khan 
lb. tupra — ^The tcattered Af 
ghana collect In Orliia, aoa 
^03 — Retain aremnant ol 
power In Orliia, 304 aio-11 — 
Reduced to feudatorlea In 
Cuttack, 209 13 — The Afghani 
obtain a tranalent auiborlt/ tn 
Bengal, 3i5«Haviflg rallied 
ia great force in Oriaca, 
Invade the Moghul Governor j 
of Bengal 343 44 — Submit 
uncoodluonall/, 343 
Agmahel — See RaJemabeL 
Agra cii/of, 14041 167 — 
Government, of 165 
Aguadeep town of 575 
Ahmed Shah Sultan of Ben 
gal no~Hb character^ Ib — 
Hi» domlaiona Invad^ hj 
Ibrahim Sultan ofjoaopofe 
lb. Scndi for aid to Shah 
111 who by a 
Letter to Ibrahim Influences 
him to dealii from invading 


A 

Bengal, 133 — Death o^ 

Ahmed Shah 133 
Ahmed Shah Abdallj King 
of Cabal, Invades EUndoostan, 
553- 

Ahmednagur fort of 394. 
Ajmlre,4i 115 334 
Akbar Emperor of Hindoo 
Stan, conquers Bengal, Behar 
and OriJta, 167 193 
I Akbamagur 315 — See Raje- 
maheL 

Akdals, fortress of 99 101 
* 3 * 

Alla, Emperor of Dehl/ 94* 
Allahabad fort of 169 — 
Joint government of, (former- 
\jjootr 199 . 

Allumsb Emperor of Debt/ 
takes Behar 55 — Conquera- 
Bengal 56 

Alumgeernagur, Moghul 
name of the capital of Coocb 
Behar 339. 

Alumgeemigur (at the 
mouth of the hfegoa ) fort 
of 339 

Aljr King of Gbline 37 
AIjrGhur fort of, 548 
Al/ Mlckh, 65 69 



INDEX. 


ui 


A 

Aly Mubaiiok, (Alla Ad- 
deen, ) Governor of Bengal, 
unites the divisions of Luck- 
nowty and Sunergong, 104-105 
— Assassinated, 105 

Aly Murdan Khulijy, Sultan 
of Bengal independent of the 
court of Dehly, 72 — His prc- ! 
vious history, 6^-72 — Charac- 

i 

ter, 72, 69, supra — Assassinat- 
ed, 74, Aly Verdy Mohabut ' 
Jung, Governor of Ben- 
gal, Behar, and Orissa, 
under Mohammed Shah, 
477 — His, previous ihistory, 

449-51. 453 454-55. 

469-80 — Surrenders to the 
Emperor's messenger the trea- 
sures of the late Nuwab, but 
evades the demand for the 
revenue, 481-2 — Expels the 
deputy governor of Orissa, 
483-4 — In regulating Bengal, 
consults the good of the pub- 
lic, lb — Recovers Orissa, 
which had revolted, 486-7 — 
Meets an army of Mahrattas 
invading Bengal, 487-8 — His 
line surrounded, ib — Retreats 
to Cutwa, 489 — Surprises the 
Mahratta camp, 491 — Defeats 


A 

Boskar Raow, 450 — Sends to 
the Emperor for aid, ib.— 
induces the Nuwab of Oude, 
who had entered Behar as an 
auxiliary, to return, 493 — On 
the invation of Bengal by two 
Mahratta armies, prevails on 
the Poona Chief to act 
against the Berar Chief, 
493-4 — Defeats another in- 
vasion of the Berar Mahrattas, . 
by threacherously assassinat- 
ing their principal pfi&cers, 495- 
96 — Mustapha Khan’s defec- 
tion, 497-9, and unsuccess- 
ful attempt to seize the gov- 
ernment of Behar, 499,-503 — 
The Nuwab, by an embassy 
amuses the Berar Mahratta, 
503-4 — Defeats him m 

several engagements, 504-6, 
and recovers all the depen- 
dencies, except Cuttack, 505 
—His proceedings! for the 
recovery of Cuttack, 506-8 
— Defeats the Mahrattas, ib — 
Insur^-ection in Behar, 509-11 
— The Nuwab < overthrows 
the rebels, and re-establishes 
his own deputy, 514-16— 
Drives the Mahrattas from 


II.DXX 


W 

A A 

Cmuck wha agalo occupy recover hli domlnlont li 
h, 516— Rebellion of hit taken and put lo death lb 
grandion Serajo ad Dowlah Atjam kingdom of, all, 316 
516 iS— Yield* Cuttack to — A*iamc*e Invade Bengal 
the Berar Mahrattat, and 274 5 3^'^** — Aatam invaded 
agree* to pay them a cAomit by Meet Joorola,3ao — It* Raja 
for Bengal 519 jo— HU tend* pretent* to the Nuwab 
death 5*0 — Character 521 of Bengal 418 
Amaunee Gunge 514 A**am (South) 68 x 

Aphoriuna of Shero Shah Aurungxebe, ( Aalungecr ) 
168 — Of Aly Verdy Khan Emperor of Hlndooitan 289 
5*4 25 29a 94, 304 c X 257 58 365 

Arcot 583 378 106 384i3oo*a 392— HU 

Arracan, river 244 245 death, lb— DlvUion of the 

Anacan territory of, 2334, empire amooget hi* too* 393 
*41 309 X— Raja of join* Aieem Oo*han Governor of 
the Portugese pirate*, to Bengal, Behar, and Oriisa 
lorade Bengal 236 — Hi* under Aurusgiebe 273 370 

cca*t plundered by the pirate*, —HI* character, lb 397 — Hi* 
244 — Repel* a Portugese proceeding* till the province 
armineat, lb — DUlodge* the of Bengal U tronquillued 371 
pirates lb — The Arracan 376 including hr* transac 

nets plunder the lower part* tion* with the English Trad 
of Bengal, *45, 267— Selxe log Companic*, 372 73 x — 
the cait^n coast to the moolb lie repair* the Injuries done 
of the Ganges 316, by the icbeU, 37^ — HI* public 

Arsilla King of Gbiine, 38 work*, lb — He aUempl* to 
— Ccnfinc* hU brother* lb. monopolUe the foreign com 
—Defeated by Sinjlr Saltan merce of Bengal 378*79 — 
of Khorasian and file* to Adopt* several enstorat of the 
Hicdoouan 39 — Vttempu to Hindoo*, ib — Reprehended by 



INDEX. 


V' 


A 

Aurungzebe, ib — Ofl&ce of 
T)ewan separated from that of 
'Nazim, 385 — The Nazim su- 
borns an attempt on the life 
of the Dewan, 387 — Ordered 
to reside in Behar, 389 — Alle- 
viates the situation of the 
English under the violent 
measures of Aurungzebe 390- 
391 — Recalled, 392 — His sub- 
sequent history, ib , until his 
Te-appointment to the gov- 
ernment of Bengal Behar 
and Orissa, 393-4 — Direct- 
ed to confirm Moorshud 
Cooly Jaffier Khan his deputy 
in Bengal and Orissa, 394-5 — 
'On the death of bis father, 
Behadur Shah, mounts the 
imperial throne, 395-6— Op- 
'possed by his three brothers, 
lb. — Killed in battle, 397. 
Azeemabad, Mohammedan 
name of Patna, 389. 
Azmurdum ( Silhet ? ), pro- 
•vince of, 82, et n 
Azo—See Semyle. 

B . 

Baber ( Kmperor of the 
Moghuls), 137-41 


B 

Bagmutty, river, 74. 

I 

Bagora. Khan (Nassir Addeep) 
made Sultan of Bengal by his 
father the Emperor Balm, 89 
— Previous notice of him, 86 
— Governs Bengal with repu- 
tation, 90 — Called to the pre- 
sence of the aged Emperor, 
lb — Returning clandestinely 
to his kingdom of Bengal, 
loses the succession to the 
throne of Delhy, ib. — The 
nobles make his son Kieko- 
bad Emperor, to the exclusion 
of Ky Khusero, his nephew, 
whom Balm’s will had nomi- 
nated, 94 — Bagora Khan ad- 
monishes his son, lb — ^Their 
interview and reconciliation, 
95-96 — The father to retain 
Bengal as a distinct kingdom, 
on condition of not interfering 
with the government of Dehly, 

— His son assassinated, and 
the imperial throne usurped 
by Feroze, 93 — Bagora, as 
Sultan of Bengal, unmolested 
during the whole reign of 
Feroze, ib —Intimidated by 
the Emperor Alla’s power. 



B 

roluntanlj retlgns the king 
dom of Bengal reUlnIng 
Lacknowtx and the tooth 
wcit dlitrict In fief, Ib — Con 
firmed In hit leduced dom! 
nlon b/ the Emperor TughUk 
and permitted to tue the In 
tignia of rojaltj 98 

Bahrain Shah King of 
Ghlxne, 39 — Hit prerlooi bi»> 
tOff 35— Character 39 — Re- 
bellioot and fall of Mobam 
med Bahlhn lb — ^The King 
puu to death prince Moham 
med Hoaiein 40— Is driven 
from GhUne bf the prince t 
brother Slef Addean Souiy 
Ib — Reco>eTi that city, and 
detuo/l Sicf Addeeo 40'4i 
—It thrice defeated by AUa 
Addeeo lb — Files toirardt , 
Lahore, and overwhelmed by 
these reverses dies ib 
BaUsore tounand district 
“* J 7 J, 370 i 349 354 <33. 

Balln Emperor of Dehly, 
3j 

DilUi cujr of 33 
Danbpore 505 
Bank^baxar German factory 
M. 4«»3 33 


B 

Bar, toirn of 514 
Barabut^, fort of 483 
Barbok Shah.l Saltan of 
Bengal, 114 — Introdnces- 

Abjttlnlan and Kegro tlaves 
Into bis army some of whom- 
ho promoted to places of trust 
Ib —Hit death. Ib 
Barbek Shahxadeh Sultan 
of Bengal la/— >Motice of bis 
previoui lUuatlon at chief 
eunuch of the palace. Ib — 
Ho promotet the eonucha to 
important commands, and fills- 
the oEBcei with persons of the 
lowest deialptloo Ib —Is 
assassinated by Mulk Andlel 
the Commandar In Chief 
IJ9 30 

Barsoo) Gov'emment of 67 
Batecaia. Raje of 435 
Bathendeh, city of, at, 43 
Bajeald, Sultan of Bengal 
put to death 177 
Beemagur Zemindar of 413 
Behadur Khan first Gover 
nor of the Eastern ( or Suncr- 
gong) dlvUron of Bongal. 
under the Emperor AUa, 89— 
In the reign of Mubaxick Sbab 
assumes Indepeisdcncc, 05— 
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Submitting to the Emperor 
Tughlik, IS pardoned, but 
superseded as imperial gover- 
nor, 96. 

Behadur Bhah, Emperor of 
Hindoostan, 395. 

Behadur Shah, Sultan of 
Bengal, 169 — Totally defeats 
the Emperor Mohammed 
Add, 170 — Rules Bengal and 
part of Behar, in absolute 
sovereignty, ib. — His death, 
lb 

Behar, conquered by the 
j Mohammedans, 53 " 54 — 
Taken from the Khulijy 
sovereign of Bengal by the 
Emperor Altumsh, 56 — 
Hostilities between the King 
of Behar and the King of 
Bengal, 140, terminate in the 
reduction of Bengal by the 
Behar forces, rdz-Behar and 
Bengal an united kingdom 
under Shere Shah, 166 — 
Merged into the Empire, i66 
— Government of, united by 
Ferrokhsere to that of Bengal 
and Orissa, 433 — Separated 
from that of Bengal and 


B 

Orissa, 450 — (And see- 

Bengal.) 

Behar, territory of 43 and n 
141, i: 43 » 500, 508-9— Fort 
of, 144. 

Behar, North, included m 
the boundaries of Bengal, 98^ 
Beloli, Emperor of Dehly 

134*35. 150. 

Benaras, Raje and provmce 
of, 56-58, 105 — City of, 334— 
And see Cuttack Benaras. 
Bengal, History of the last 
Hindoo Ra]a of, 59-60 — Con- 
quered by the Moham- 
medans, 62 — New division of 
the district, among the Khulijjr 
Chiefs, by Cuttub Addeen,. 
73 —Imperial Dewan appoint- 
ed over, 74 — Taken by the 
Emperor Altumsh from the- 
Khulijy Chiefs, 79, and made 
a provincial government, ib 
— The Emperor Balm makes- 
his younger son Bagora inde- 
pendent Sultan of, 95 — A 
distinct kingdom by treaty 
with the Emperor of Dehly, 
99 — Bengal divided into two 
districts, one a vassal kingdom, 
and the other a provmcial 
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govenuneat under tho 
Empcron of Dehlj loo — 
The eastern and western 
dittricti re-united under 
an Imperial governor 106 — 
B7 treat/ between the Sultxm 
and the Emperor Bengal 
acknowledged on Independent 
kingdom 108 — ^The Indepon 
^ dent line of Klngi termiruUea 
with Mahmood Shah, 146 — 
United, with Behar Into one 
kingdom under Shere Shah, ^ 
167— Merged Loio the fm 
pertal domlnlom on Sbere 
Shah I becoming Emperor of 
Hlndooalac, idS^-Dlvided 
into provincea b/ the Emperor 
Shete Shah lb — Made an 
Integral government, aa a 
province of the empire, under 
Selim Shah 170.71 — With part 
of Behar an Independent 
kingdom under Bebadur 
Shab 170 — Falla with Behar 
under the domlnloa of hofi 
mao Shab an Afghan of tho 
Keranjr tribe 173 — who 
aQecU to bold bU kingdom 
cf the Empetof \kbar 175 — 
Suluo Daood Khan, having 


B 

aasumed Independence is 
defeated and executed ai a 
rebel, 189 and Bengal with 
Behar and Orissa, are annex 
ed to the empire under Akbar 
aa aeparate governments 
191 — Dlvitlon of the provin 
cUl executive government 
under Akbar 193 — New 
regaladoo of the Moghnl 
I jaglerdars, 193— Rebellion m 
liengai and Behai 19S-300-- 
Government of Bengal Behar 
and Orissa, oniied onder 
Akbar lOo^t^HavIng been 
altenuiel/ combined and 
separated according to the 
poUc/ of dl 0 BTent Emperors 
the three proriaces are again 
united under one government 
bj Fenokhsere,437 38 — Again 
separated 452— >Tho Nuwabs 
oi Bengal govern indepea 
dentl/ from the death of the 
Emperoc Mohammed Shah 
till the aacendanc/ of the 
English , a period Including 
onl/ part of the reign of AI7 
Verd/Mohabut Jung 523 24*^ 
and the entire reign of Senje 
ad Dowlah, 532— The Nuwab 
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of Bengal derives his power 
from the ascendancy of the 
English, 568 

Bengal, boundanes of, ex- 
tended to the Gunduk, so as 
to include North Behar, 98 — 
Territories annexed to, viz 
Kurrah Manikpore, 67 — 
Chittagong, 329-30, 403-5— 
Midnapore, ib. 

Bengal, the following cities 
have been successively the 
capital of, VIZ Nuddeah, 61 — 
Gour, 63 Pundua, 99, 102 
Gour again, 114 — Tondah 
174 Gour, a third time, 189 
Rajemahel, 214 Dacca, 235 
— Rajemahel, a second time, 
283 Dacca again, 233 — 
Moorshudabad, 397-409 

Berar, 483. 

Berar Mahrattas, authority 
for the origin of, 483' 

Berkis, Raja, master of the 
impregnable fort of Rhotash, 
circumvented by Shere Shah, 
164 seq, 

Bettiah, (Gunduk,) river, 
136. 

Behar, capital of Cooch 
Behar, 318, 


B 

Bhagalpore, 209. > 
Bhaggarutty, river, 273, 377^ 
486 

Bhatteah, 24. 

Bheemnagur, 25, 

Bheerbhoom, 187, 404, 354, 
490 

Bhendereek, 214. 

Chetourieh, Zemindary of, 
115. 

Bhime, 25. 

Bhiram' Khan, Governor of 
the Lucknowty division of 
Bengal under Alla, 96 — His 
death, ib. 

Bhoosnah, Foujedary * of, 
414. 

Biana, fort of, 50 Govern- 
ment of, 1 1 9, 

Bijore, 15 1 
Bishenpore, 404. 

Bissuntpore, district of 202, 

304. 

Black Hole (at Calcutta), 

539-41. 

Bogwangola, 359, 513, 563 
Bokhara, city of, 17,19, 
Bootan, territory of, 63, 
67 «. 

Bost, capital ofi^Khorassan, 
38j - 



B 

poojepore Fort and Raja of, 

169, 170. »75 

Bramporc, (Boorbaopore) 
38. I 

Bodgehudge, fort of 55J 
Rnkbarart, 151— And tec | 
£ciAara. 

Bokhtore, 184 
Balloth 336 
Pandelcond 30*32 
Bungmotty, rlvar 65 
Btirdehun or Murdebuo, 
dtf of 65 

Burdwan, 184 112, 208 

345— Dlurlct of 358 
Buibampootar, rlw, 67 « , 
305 6 318*19 33^ 

Burbanpore, 243, 449 
Bjram Shah Emperor of 
Hindooitan, 87 
0 

Cabu], 381 

CilculU origin of, 376-77 
— FknuUhlag lUte of, 436 
—Taken by Serajc*ad 
Do^lab 540«ReUken by 
Colonel Clhc 555 
CaJIcoiu, 373 j 83 
Calicut, 123 

Calllngcf capUal of Bun 
dejeuad, 27 28 Fort of i69f7t 


0 

CoUDlTf of 85 
Caodahar 245 
Cannouge 50 Raja of *ub 
mita to Mabffiood Gbaa^ 
12 Government of, 8t 
Subah of auumea indepen 
dence 119 

CaranUc Pala Ghaut terrl 
tory of 313 

Cbaja Abu, (otberwlie Ghyai 
Beg) hlftory of 210 r/207 
Cbandeinagore 332 360 

365 536 

Cbielmol JeUl Addcen 
Sultan of Bengal nS— 
Different cauaet aiiigned for 
bU becoming a Mohammedan 
lb Again removei the acat 
of government from Pundua 
to Gout lb 
Cblndeil 156 

Cblntora, town of, 147 360 
365 53 ® 

I CbUor 259-61 
; Chittagong 333, 356 — 

Territory lurrendercd to 
Shah Jehan, 372 Authorlticf 
respecting Ita hUtory and 
bouftdaiiea. Ib. * A depen 
dcQCy on Amcio, 308 — 
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Annexed to Bengal, 338, 480 
— Port of, 350. 

^ Chond, district 0^154-55, 148. 
Choppergotta, near Calpie, 
165. 

Chowsar, 148, 167. 

Chunar, fort of, 118-9, 
160-4 

Chuttanutty, part of the 
present Calcutta, 346, 348, 
- 359 > 386 Fortified by the 
English, 362, 366-67. 

Colgong, 146. 

Comraorea, 328. 

•Comra, 471 
Coosa, nver, 65 
Cossim Khan, Governor of 
Bengal under Jahangire, 243 
— Recalled for not repelling 
the invasions of theMughs,247 
'Cossim Khan (Brother of 
3 VIeer JafiSer), seizes Seraje- 
ad-Dowlah, in his flight after 
-the battle of Plassey, 568. 

Cossim Khan Jobuny, 
“Governor of Bengal under 
Shah Jehan, 267 Expels the 
Portuguese from Hoogly, 
^67-71, 

Cossimbazar, 329, 341, 419, 

- 532 , 


G 

Cooch Pehar, i9r-Boun- 
daries of, 214 First entrance 
of the Moghuls into, ib" — 
Reduced by Islam Khan 
Mushoedy, ^74 Incursions 
of Its Chief into Kamroop, 
324— -Conquered by Meer 
Joomla, 325— Its Raja again 
expels the Moghuls, 369 — 
Sends presents to the Nuwab 
of Bengal, 405 Invaded and 
subdued by a Bengalese force. 
490. 

Cudgwa, (Kudgwa) 293, 
440. 

Currah, see Kurrah, 
Currumnassa, river, r 47-78 
166. 

Cutlickpore, see Tuglick- 
pore. 

Cuttack, district of, 184 

Included in Orissa, 193, — 
Afterwards same as province 
of Orissa, 392-96, 528 n Fort 
of (Saringghur), 185, 213; 
capital of Orissa, 213, 487 
Cuttack, Benaras, 183. 
Cuttub, an imposter, per- 
sonating Prince Khusero, 
raises a rebellion in Behar, 
245-46 Slain, 245-46. 
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Cuimb Addccn Ablek, 
Salun of Lahore under 
Vah mood^ a 8 Flrtt Mohim 
inedan King of HindooiUn, 
57 58 Hli prevlooj hUlory 5a 
53 and »co la 5053 M* 
os General under 
Mdummed Ghory HU death 
393-99 

Cuttub Addeen Kokultoib, 
Governor Bengal, Dehor, 
and Onm under Jchanglro, 
221 Having led a party to 
Bordwon to oosoitioato Shero 
Algun, U ilain by Sbeie 

Cuiwa, J09 560 
D 

Dacca, 98 o —Made the 
capital of Bengal 137. * 7 ® 
3*3 

DolkUor, river, 209 
Doner, of their ea- 

ublUhnaent m Ueogal 341 
Doood Khan Sultan of 
Ucogal 176 AMumca In 
dependence lb Invades the 
Impcrlol leriltotlea, 177 — 
Ucslc^cd In Poins, 178— 
Abondoaa that cUy, I 7 <^ 
Evicuaui Tondoh and 


D 

retreats to Orissa, i8o-8l 
— Defeated by the Moghul 
army 184 Becomes a vassal 
of the Emperor and Is loSer 
ed to retain Orissa, i85“86 
— Recovers BengsJ 187 — 
Vanquished and put to death 
as a rebel, 189 

Debalpore Government of 
116 

Deccan Shabiipore, 314. 
Dehly Hindoo kingdom of 
35 46 Raja of, SUln In a 
battle with Mohammed Ghory 

48 

Debly, city of 49 5 o» 5 * 
stnee Its capture by CuCub 
Ablek considered the capital 
of Hindoostan 46 145 

although deserted by indlvi 
dual Emperors for other seats 
of government 102, 103, 121 
U& 

Dehly empire of 56 69 71 
Si 82, 

Dehpaieb, 56a 
Dekkan, tenitory of 102216 
55 * 547 Conquest of by 

Jebanglrc, 257 Revolt of re- 
preised lb Soubahdar ol 547 
Deocotc ($6, 72 
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T)ernapore, i8o. 

Derveish, anecdote of a, 387. 
Dherpore, 212. 

Dinagepore, Raje of, invaded 
from Bengal, 488-9 
Dirhem, a small silver com, 
21 M 

Dm, island of, 30 
Dooab, territory of, 28 
Dowletabad, the capital of 
the Emperor Mohammed 
Shah, 102 

Dummooda, river, 203-4 
Durbunga, district of, 516. 
Dutch, date of their es- 
tablishment in Bengal said to 
be 162-5, 3314-5 n — ^Unite 
with the English against the 
Ostend Company, 481-357-9 

E 

East-India Company (Eng- 
lish) establish a factory at 
Agra, 249-50 — Abandon the 
trade by land from Patna to 
Surat, lb — Permitted to send 
ships to Pipley, and establish 
at that port then first factory 
in Bengal, 271-3 — Acquire 
further privileges in Balasore 
and Hoogly, 279-280 — ^Notice 


E 

of Shah Jehan's firman, 280-2, 
288, and the ntshan of Sultan 
Shujaa, ib. — ^Dispute with 
Meet Joomla, 31^ English 
vessels allowed ' to sail up the 
Ganges, 33 1-2 — ^Imposts on the 
English factories, 334-5— Their 
agents purchase, for 21,000 
rupees, a nishan for a free 
trade exempt from duties, 333 
— Impost in lieu of the jizia, 

338 — ^The Company procure 
a firman from Aurungzebe, 

339 — The Directors make 
Bengal independent of 
Madras, 340 — The Nuwab of 
Behar restricts the factory at 
Patna, 3442-3 — The Company 
annoyed by unohartered in- 
terlopers, lb.— rOppressed by 
the Nuwab of Bengal, 343-4 — 
Authorized by James II. to 
make war on the Nuwab, and 
on Aurungzebe ib — History 
of their affairs in Bengal till 
the death of Shaista Khan, 
343"7 — The .Company in- 
vited to re-estabhsh their 
factories in Bengal by Ibrahim 
Khan, 356-7 — Involved in 
the vengeance of the Moghul ' 
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gOTtnunent by the piracies 
ot onlicecscd traders, 357 
— Desgil again made tub* 
sement to Madias by the 
Dlieclon, 359 * The Eng 
Ush fortify their factory at 
Cbottanutly 36o-“Purchaie 
Chultanutty Govindpore and 
CallcoUa, 373 378 — HI 
cSccts of rhal Companies, 
3&0 — Embassy from the King 
of England to Aurungxebe, 
381— The capture of three 
Moghul ships by an Eogllsb 
pirate causes the negocia'cn 
to break oil 38a 83— An! 
mosiiy between the two Com 
panies conduced to its mis* 
carriage, lb «— -Date of the 
union of the Companies, lb 
n — Aurungxebe Imprisons all 
the English in bis domlaions, 
to make them answer for the 
damages of the pirates ^58 
and seizes the Company's 
property 389 — Calcutta made 
Independent of Madras, 
39>9i’— Fadoiy established 
at Costlmbaxar 402 3 — The 
pthUeges assured to the Eng 
loh by Shujaa and Auruog 


E 

lebe invaded by Moorshod’ 
Coo!) 427 — Embassy In 
coniequence to Debly 428 — 
Thirty four drmans granted 
by the Emperor Ferrokhsere 
confirming and extending the 
immunities and powers of the- 
Company 432— The Ubeit) 
to purchase thirty-eight 
towns on the banks of the 
Hooghly 434 frustrated by 
Moorshud Cooly Ib — Dur 
log the invasion of Bengal 
by the Mahrattas the English 
are permUted by Aly Verdy 
Khan to strengthen the de 
fences of Calcutta, and to 
fortify their factory at Cosslm 
bazar 489 90— Causes of 
Serajo ad DowUb s hostility 
533— Factory of Cosilmbazar 

capitulates to the Nawab 534 

CalcuUa taken 538 — Suffer 
ings of the prisoners In the 
Black Hole 539— The survl 
sort released 541— The Com 
pany s agents, at subordinate 
factories escape to the fleet, 
34^7— Expedition from the 
Madras to recover the settle 

menu la Bengal, 547^— 
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Colonel Clive takes the forts 
of Budgebudge, Aly Ghur, 
and Tanna, 549 — Retakes 

Calcutta, lb. — R educes 

Hooghly, 550 — Attack on the 
Nuwab's camp, 551 — Treaty 
of peace, 552 and of alliance 
with Seraje, ib —The English 
take t^e French settlement of 
Chandernagore, 554 — The 

Company’s agents conclude a 
secret treaty with Meer JaflBer 
Khan, general of the Nuwab, 
558 — Colonel Clive copime'n- 
ces hostilities against the 
Nuwab, lb. — Doubtful tone of 
Meer Jafl&er’s correspondence 
with Col. Clive, 560 — Deci- 
sion of the Colonel, 561 — 
Battle of Plassey 562 — 
Retreat of the enemy influen- 
ced by Meer Jaffier, 564 — ^The 
English enter the enemy’s 
camp, 565 — Advance to 
Moorshudabad, 568, mean- 
while the Nuwab, a deserted 
fugitive, falls into the power 

of his enemies among the 
natives, and is put to death, 
565 6 — Colonel Clive raises 
Meer Jaffier to the ntusnud, 

569. 


P 

Fakher Addeen Sekunder 
proclaims himself Sultan of 
Bengal, 104 — His previous- 
usurpation of the government 
of that of Sunergong , defeat ; 
and recovery of that district, ’ 
lb — Fails in an attempt to re- 
duce Lucknowty, ib — .Taken, 
prisoner and put to death, 
£05. 

Fedai Khan, Governor of 
Bengal under Jehangire, 276-1 
y — Remits a stipulated re- 
venue, lb. — Superseded on the 
accession of Shah Jehan,i 
277-8. 

Fedai Khan, Governor of 
Bengal under Aurimgzebe, 
332 — Oppresses the English 
commerce, ib. — ^His death, 
332 - 3 - 

Fend Addeen Soor — See 
Shere Shah. 

Ferekhabad, 520. 

Ferose, Emperor of Dehly 
I Ob — His unsuccessful at- 
tempts to reduce Bengal, 107, 
108. 

Feroze Shah', Sultan of Ben- 
gal, 143— -Murdered by his. 
uncle, 144, 
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FetOMporalwIt ^ 

FerOK Emptror of Dehlp, 

JOO-I 

Fata Koh 40. 

FcnuthKn: Emperol of 

HlndooilM 443— 
ouihUtory 379 3»9 4iS. 4» 

— 437 
FoTOttod KiogofGhlzne 
36 

French dito of their esla 
bUihmeDl hi Bengal, 33^ S 

—Their ieUleraent at Chan 
demigore taken by the Eng 
lUh 554 

Fenngy town or 3»9 

Fulu, 546 548 
rmuh Shah Solun of 
Bengal 119 — 

Abyutnlmn 

emmcJn of lie poU« to — 
niflidcrtd In tic Seraallo •4'’- 

0 

Gansci titer 36 93 347 
ChuuMlUbed 476 Anniol 
oDcrlng to 164 Ib, rt 
Gaaypore 243 3 
Ghergong capUal of AmnJ, 

* 38 . 
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Gherifl,57r 58° 

Ghime capital of 21 abuBaun 
held by the Anook tribe 
of Afghani ao After 
ward* capital of the GhIxncan 
empire, embracing part of 
Hlndooitan 21 33 39 40 — 
Somethno in thopoawnlon of 
I the Ghorian Dynaity 44 73 
Ghlmcan Dynaity 30 43 
Ghor 36 39 36 159 Ghor 
King* of tJJBjr genealogy can 
be traced to the Khalifat of 
, Aly 4 a 

Ghorian Dynaity 40 te</ 
Ghoragot, 191 198 

»i 5 

Gbowbatty 124 33 ^ 

Gbya* Addccn Prince of 
Ghor 45 — Appoint! hU 
brother ilohammed Ghory 
geoeralUiIrao lb — Ghyai 
Addeto aimilnatei the young 
King of Bengal and murp* 
the gov'enunent for a ibort 
time, 175 0 

Chya* Addeen (ion of 
Sekunder Shah,) 'Sultan of 
Bengal 113 — 111 * pretiou* 
hUiory, I u* 6 — Anecdote of 
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his deference to the authority 
of the law, 112-13 — Anecdote 
of his three favourite con- 
cubines, 1 14-15 — His death, 
1 17. 

Gickers, tribe of, 51. 
Godagauree, 518. 

Gogra, river, 98. 

Golconda, 253, 312-3. 
Goompty, river, 178 71. 
Gorackpore, Raje of, 230. 
Gour, (called also Luck- 
7 iowly,') city of, 62, et 7 t., 74, 
109, 124, 177. 

Govindpore, village of, 378, 

543-4. 

Gualior, fortress of, 137 183, 

305. 

Gualpareh, 112. 

Gunduck, river, 66 108, 

127. 

Gungowtry or Kuthoury, 
district of, 70, 74. 

Gunjy Kotta, fortress of, 

315- 

Gurmseir, district of, 56. 
Guzerat, province of, 31,45, 
iiS— City of, 335. 


H 

Hafiz, the poet, anecdote of, 

Hajypore, city of, said to be 
founded by Ilyas Knaje 
Shums Addeen, 109, 146, 
179 — District of, 140, 143-4 
— Zemindary of, 207. 

Hamilton, Mr., Surgeon to 
an embassy from the English 
Presidencies in India to the 
Emperor Ferrokhsere, 329, 
greatly promotes its success, 

430 

Hansi, fortress of, 34, 49, 
54* 

t 

Haroun al Rashid^ year of 
his death, 18. 

Herat (in Persia), city of, 
120 

*Hideri (on the Ganges), 

I 

140 

Hindoo Zemindars, oppress- 
ed by Moorshud Cooly Khan 
and his officers, 403-7, 410- 

15. 

Hindoostan, frontier pro- 
vinces of, overrun by Su- 
bactageen. King ^ of Ghizne," 

21 — ^The countries of Lu- 
ghman and Paishwur, taken by 
Subactageen,., 22— •■[For th^ 
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ttibMqaest conquett of the 
GbizQuui fn Hfndoosua, «ee 
ifohanuDcd GhOT7» 3 °^ 
Muttood the First] — ^Tho 
princes of the Pimlsb, allied 
with the Raja of Dehly, re 
coTcr all the placet, except 
ILabore which the Ghlzoeans 
had takeo 35 36 
Hlndoorian, the Moxdtan 
Faishawor, and other pro* 
vincei of, conquered by 
Mohammed Ghory 45 — Raja 
Blm Deo expels Mohammed 
Ghory from the Guaerat, lb — 
The pouecsloa of Lahore 
passes from the Ghizntan to 
the Ghoilan D>nasty, lb — 
Plttu Ral prince of Ajmere, 
and Candn Ral King of 
Vchlf, dcicit Mohammed 
Ghory 47 — In a second eo> 
gageacDi, they ore totally 
OTerthroTD 48 — Cola son of 
Pittu Rai holds Dehly, os a 
raual to Mohammed Ghory, 
49 — Jy^ud, Raja of Benaras, 
loolly defeated by Cnttuh, 
gex^ral of Mohammed Ghory, 
5 *"— i.And see A/ihani\ 


H 

Hlndooitan Moghuls, under 
Zfajgis Khan, make mcorslons 
Into the Dorthera prpvincet 
of 81 n— Tartars under 
Timur defeat Mohammed 
in Afghan Emperor of 
Dehly 119— MeanwhUe, 

many of the Souhshs atsomed 
independence, 180-J9 — Shah 
Rookb son of Timur, con 
sldered Emperor of Hindoos- 
tan, ISO— Ibrahim Afghan 
Emperor of Joanporo defeat- 
ed by Baber Emperor of the 
Moghuls, i3p>-Homayan 
I Mogbul Emperor of Agra, 
I vanquished by Sbere Sbah, 
an Afghan, 167 — The empire 
of Hlndoottao reverts to the 
i Moghuls under Akbar i?:,— 
! The governors of provinces 
assumed Independence from 
the time of Mohammed 
Shah s death 526 n 

H l isa m Addeen Avux,, rals 
ed by the KhuJIjy Chfefs to 
the throne of Bengal, 75 
— His previous history 
lb. — Improves the ciiy 
of Cour 76— His charac 
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ier, 77— He compels the Raja 
■of Kamroop, Tirhoot, and 
Jagernaut, to pay tribute, ib. 
— ^Driven from Behar by the 
Emperor Altumsh, 78 — 
Allowed to retain the govern- 
ment of Bengal on conditions, 
^b. — ^Expels the impenal j 
troops from Behar, ib. — 
Defeated by Nasir Adde^enthe 
Emperor’s son, and falls 
either in battle, or by the 
executioner, 78-79^. 

Homayon, ( Moghul Emper- 
or of Agra ) protects 
Mahmood Shah, 149 — ^Expels 
Shere Khan from Bengal, ib., 
148-49 — Leaves Jehangire 
Cooly, Governor 147-8. On 
his return to Agra intercepted 
by Shere Khan, ib — Resigns 
Behar and Bengal to Shere, 
by treaty, 147. — ^Treacherously 
attacked by Shere, -escapes 

with difficulty, lb — ^Totally 
overthrown, 166. 

Hoogly, town of 212, 254, 
332. — ^Authorities respecting 
its origin, 277. 

Hussin, 1 5 1. 

' Hyderabad, city of, 315, 
-487 , 


Ibrahim, King of Ghizne, 
48 — Invades Hindoostan, ib. 
—^Plunders Adjodin, and take 
Rupal, lb. — ^Appoints Sham 
Souty to the government of 
Ghor, lb. — His death, ib, 

I Ibrahim, ( Sultan of Joan- 
pore, and last Afghan Emper- 
or in Hindoostan of the Lody 
Dynasty, ) invades Bengal, 
120 — Induced to' desist by a 
menacing letter from Shah 
Rookh, 1 2 1 — Defeated and 
slam by Baber, Emperor of 
the Moghuls, i4i-=^Retros- 
pective notice of, 155-6 
Ibrahim, Emperor of Delhy, 
afterwards Sultan of Orissa, 
ii6. — Dispossessed of this 
province by Soliman Shah 
Kerany, and treacherously 

slain, lb. ' ' ' 

' . ' 
Ibrahim Khan, Governor of 

Bengal under Aurungzebe, 

355. — Invites the English to 

return to Bengal, 356. — Oriler 

from Aurungzebe, allowing 

the Conapany free trade wit|i 

that province for an annual 

present of Rs. 3,000 in lieu pf 


1 
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3j7 5S— ‘Rebellion hi 
BordTOi* 359-60 — Daring iti 
progreu, the Dutch, French, 
ud Foglltb foitiff their Cxc 
torief 360-61 —The Nawab 
to avoid a dvll war ^eaklf 
foiheara to oppoio the rebels. 
36i — SapcTKded by Aseem 
Oihan 365-6 — Zobbexdust 

Klun, the Nawab s son, tmee 
defeats the rebetf, 366-7 
Ibnhim Khan Fuoeh Jaog, j 
GorertH}r of Bengal and | 
Orim onder Jehangire, 349^ I 
Character of his gOTemaen^ 
ib 35a 

Iljas Kbaje (Shatni Ad 
deefl) Saltan of Bengal 105 — 
Ilii successful expedition to 
Jagenagtir 106— Attached by 
the Faperor Feroze loses 
his new capital Fondua, ib 
— Is besieged In Akdala, 107 
—Enters the enemy s camp 
in disguise, ib — Obtains » 

faioorable peace from the 
Emperor acknovledgiog the 
Independence of Bengal, 
108— Ills death, loS-g 
Injclcc port sod of, 
334. 343^ 49>» 


I 

IrsEan Khan, osorps the gov- 
ernment of Bengal 89— His- 
death, 90. 

ttiafn Khan Ala Addeen, 
Governor of Bengal under 
Jehangire, 134.— Makes 
Dacca the capital, Ib— En 
deavoois to conciliate the 
Afghan of Orissa, *37-8 — 
Sends an army against them, 
i3g^^Defeat, of the 
Afghans *41 — They submit 
to the imperial aothority ib 
—Death of Ishm Khan, *44- 
' Islam Khan Mosbhedy 
Governor of Bengal under 
Shah leban *73-~Rcceiv-ea 
the Mugb Chief of Chittagong 
os \'a5sal to the Emperor 
a74 —Repels an invasion of 
the Assamese 375—10 an ex 
pedUiOD to Assam, reduces 
Cooch Behar, lb — Recalled 
to aa as Vizier 376 

Islamabad, the Mohammed ) 
an name of Chittagong 375, 
33* 

J 

Jaf&er Khan— See d/<w 
tAuJ Ccoly A/fae 
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Jagenagur, town of, 93 — Its 
situation doubtful, ib. n, 
Jagenagur, ( Tippera ) terri- 
tory of, 91, 106 
Jagepore, ( Onssa ) 68, 86. 
Jagernaut, province of, 71-2, 

77. 

Jagernaut. temple of, — 

60-61, 310. 

Jajoo, plains of, 395. 

Janveh, 161. 

Jarcund, mountains of, 148, 
294 

Jats, a tribe of Hindoos on 
the Sinde, 31, 54. 

Jehandar Shah, Emperor of 
Hindoostan, 401, 4i7> 419 — 
Defeated by Eerrokhsere, 
422 — Put to death, 422-3. 
Jehangife Cooly Khan, Gov- 
ernor of Bengal under Jehan- 
gire the Emperor, 232 — His 
character, ib. — Death, 333 
Jehangire Selitn, Emperor 
of Hindoostan, 217, 234, 

239-30. . 

Jeha.ngirenagur, the Mo- 
hammedan name of Dacca, 
2321 354* 

Jelkeh, (Chilka lake) river, 
462. 


3 

Jellal Addeen, Sultan of" 
Bengal, 172 — Assassinated, 

173 

Jelal Addeen Khany, Gover- 
nor of Bengal under Nasir- 
Addeen Mohammed, 88 — 
Supplanted and slam by the 
Imperial Governor of Kurrah, 

89 ; 

Jellasir, district of, former- 
ly Midnapore, 183-4. 

Jellasore, city of, 211. 

Jenghiez Khan — See Zingis 
Khan 

Jennetabad, Gour, sonam- 
ed by the Emperor Homayon, 
148. 

Jessore, district of, 204, 360. 
Jeswont Roy, Dewan in 
Dacca.— Reduces the price of 
gram, 463-5. 

Jillalpore, zemindary of, 
460. 

Joanpore, 119^ et n., 142, 
,171, 199, 261. 

Joosy, village of, 165, 260 — 
District of, 200. 

Jorwe, fort of, 212. 

Joudpore Raje of, J34, C 
of ib. 
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Jugd«»fortof 317— Factoij 
at. 545 

Jugdltporci 504 «. 

Jmnna, river 93 
Jjpotl, tvice defeated by 
Sabactageen, devotes himself 
CO a funeral pUe« 24 

K I 

KaheihaUnf tribe of 194 

</ «. 203 

Kamroop, territory of 66 
69*, 77 87 136— Raja of» 
intercepts Mohammed Buhh 
tear's retreati 69 
Kanls. (Raja,) usurps the 
throne of Bengal, 117, having 
■lebeUed against Shams Ad 
deen U. ib Supra — Although 
a Hindoo, by policy gains the 
Afghan Chiefs, lb — His 
death lb 

Ketasun, in Jsgepore 81 
Khalcefabod an la 
Khan Aazim Mlrxa Koke 
Go\croor of Bengal, Debar, 
and OrUia, under Akbar sot 
— Re- cs ta bl u b es the Imperial 
auihonty In Bengal, ib,p— 
Fails to tranquiUUn Orissa, 


K 

303 , 303 — After settling Behar 
flnH Bengal, resigns his em 
ployments, 104 
IThin Dowran, CSoverhor of 
Bengal under Mohammed 
Shah, 444 449 — Hli deputy 
Shujaa Addeen Khan, the 
acting governor 450 
TfKan Jebin, (governor of 
Bengal imder Akbar 189, 19a 
— By his services, all Bengal, 
Behar and Orissa, are annex 
ed to the empire, 193 
Ehanetad Khan, (^vemor 
of Bengal under Jehangiie 
364— Resigns, Ib 
Kharegbur fort 0^ slta 3 
KhUerpore, 334 
Khoorum — See SiaA ythaa 
Khoram, fort of 49 
Kho rattan, 18 
Kbota, In Taiury 80. 
Kbnarism kingdom of 53 
Khuaipore Tondah — See 

TeudaX 

KhuUjy tribe of 30, 70 
KhuUjy Chiefs KlUed in 
Bengal, 71 — Their power In 
electing the Sultans, 73, 74 
—Reduced, So— A Khulljy 
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Chief usurps the throne of 
Dehly.ioo— And see Afghans 
Khusero, ( eldest son of 
Jehangire.) conspires to sup- 
plant his father, 217. 

Khusero I. King of Ghizne, 
^i, abandons the western pro- 
vinces, and makes Lahore 
his capital, 42 — His death and 

' character, ib. 

Khusero II last of the Ghiz- 
nean Dynasty, «igned 
thirteen years at Lahore, 42 
Taken prisoner by Moham- | 

medGhory, lb.— Assassmated, 

7b. 

Kidderpore, 333. 

Kiekobad, Emperor of 

Dehly, 97* 

Kinnouge— See Cannouge. 

Kipchak, ( north of the 

Caspian Sea) 83. 

KohKote, fortress of, 12,30. 
Kole, ( now Ally Ghur ) 

iortress of, 49» 54 
• Koonch, tribe of, 64— Terri- 
tory of, 69. 

Kudder Khan, Governor of 
the Lucknowty division of 
Bengal, 102— Defeats Fakher 


E 

Addeen the rebel governor 
of Sunergong, 103 — ^His own 
troops, corrupted by the latter, 
murder him, ib. 

Kudgwa — See Cutigwa, 
Kurmputtun, city of, 66. 
Kurrah, city of, 81. 

Kurrah, Manikpore, pro- 
vince of, 81, 89* 119’ 

Kuthoury, see Gungowtry. 

L 

Lahore, city of, 30, 37> 73> 
86, 119*20 
Loll Baugh, 461* 

Luckipore, 237. 

Luckraunyah, last Rajah of 
Bengal, History of, 45 
Lucknowty, 156. 

Lucknow, ( Gour ) city of, 
63, 70, 73 — And see Gour 
District of, loi, 104. 
Lumghan, a i — District of, 

lb. n. 

M 

Mabin, fort of, 28. 

Madras, 343» 357f SS^* 
Mahanuddee, river, 4^7* 
Maheenagur, 439 
Mahmood Ghazy, King of 
Ghizne, 23— Invades Hindoo- 
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itxn Ib< — Taket tbo caplul 
of Exja J/paaJ Ib — and of 
Raja Bajerao 34 — Compels 
the Afghan Chief of Mooltan 
to pay tribute 35 — Defeats 
Annundpaa] a second time 
lb — Seizes the treasare In the 
sacred territory of Nagorkote, 
36~Obtaina the title of 
Saltan ib — Conquers Moul 
tan lb — Pillages Thannasar 
in the Raje of Dehly and 
destroys the Hindoo (dolt, 37 
^Expels PUteraou Jypaal and 
plunders Cashmire t&»*HIs 
uniuctessful siege of Kob 
Kole, ib — Reduces the Raja 
of Cannougo, lb — Flanders 
the Hindoo temples at Muttra, 
39 — His expedilloa against 
the Princes of India, lb — Be 
sieges Koh Kote 30— Takes 
T^oro and annexes the 
Punjab to bit dominions, lb — 
Ruduces Guaerat 31— Plan 
ders the temple of Som (fatt, 
lb — Defeats the Jats, 33 
Mabmood Lody ( Brother 
of Ibrahim ) a fugitive at the 
court of Gout, i40->Recovers 
joaopure, 141 la/ra^ 


U 

Mamood nomlnaUy 

Saltan of Bengal, 133— Assas- 
sinated, lb 

Mahmood Shah, Sultan of 
Bengal 144 — RebclUon of 
Mukhdoom Aalam, Governor 
of HaJjrpore, rapported by 
Sbere Khan Regent of Bebar 
lb — Mahmood sends an 
army to Invade Behar, vhlch 
is defeated, ib — Is joined by 
the king of Behar against tho 
Regent, 339-~Bet{eges Shero 
In Behai lb —Mabmood s 
army defeated, lb —Bengal 
invaded by Sbere Khan, 146— 
Mahmood retreats to bis capl 
tal lb —Afterwards takes 
refuge iu the camp of the 
Emperor Homayon, who pro> 
mites to relojiate him 145— 
Homayon, after taking 
Chunar advances towards 
Bengal Ik and gains the 
' pAsset, Ib — Death of Afaho 
^ mood and termination of the 
Independent line of Kings 

I 

I Mahmoodabod 436 
I Mahantta Ditch 491 
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Mahrattas, ( Berar ) invade 
Bengal, 487 — Plunder Moor- 
^hudabad, 489— Overrun the ' 
district named, 491 — Surpris- 
ed in their camp, 492 — On 
their retreat take Cuttack, 
493 — ^Defeated by Aly Verdy 
■Khan evacuate all the depen- 
dencies of Bengal, ib., supra 
— History of subsequent JVIah- 
ratta invasions, ib ^nfra, 

497,503-8,511, 514, 515-18 

—They obtain from the 
Nuwab Aly Verdy Khan the 
cession of Cuttack, *and a 
stipulated annuity, as the 

chouie of Bengal, 520. 

(Poona), ]Oin Aly Verdy, 
Nuwab of Bengal, against 
the Behar Raja, 494-5. 
Maldah, 106, 343. 

Malabar, coast of, 122. 

Malwa, 119, 260-r 

ManN/Sing, ,Raja of Kenore, 
■Governor , of Bengal and 
Behar, under Akljar, 206 — 
Reduces the Zemindar of 
Hajyjiore, 207r-Disperses the 
predatory Moghulsun Ghora- 
got, - lb.— His expedition to 

/ , 111.' ' i 


M 

Onssa, , 208 — Compromises 
the dominion of that , pro 
{Vince, 210 — The Afghans 

having seized the territory of 
Jagernaut, he again invades 
Orissa, 211 ; and re-annpxes 
It to the empire, 212 — Quells 
a fresh rebellion in Orissa, 
212-13 — Receives the Raja 
of Cooch Behar as a vassal ' 
to the Emperor, 213-4 — ' 
Succours that prince’ against 
his revolted subjects, ’ ib — ‘ 
Attends Akbar in an expedi-' 
tion to' the Dekkan, 214-15-1.' 
The Afghans having conquer-* 
ed great part of Bengal, he 
returns and defeats them' 

; 215 — Resigns, 216— Cons'-' 

pires against Jehangir^ 217’ 
— Re-appointed'by the Em- 
peror, lb. — Re-called ‘ 218-^ 
His death, ib. n. , ' ' ^ 

. Manikpore,, 261-See Kurrak. 

' > . ■ > , ■ I 

1 Meer Hubbeeb, , Deputy- 

- Dewan of Orissa,476. — T^kem 
f pnsoner . by ^ the ^ Mahrattag, 
& enters tljeir ^ervice, 490. On 

- the cession of Cuttack to the; 
Mahrattas, tia^ed^agi Dewaii 
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for tbc province, 510 a. — 
Ainuimted bj^ & Mahratw 
Chief lb tu 

Muolipauzn factory at, 353 
Medarun, 183— See Bkter 
bhom, 

Meer Jaffier Khan, Nawab 
of Bengal under the 
protection of the Eng 
lub 569 — Hit previous 
history until hit contpirxcy 
for deposing Seraje od 
Dowlah, 508 9 533 538 544 
554,>— Hit overtures to the 
Conapanjr t Resident, 555*^ 
Seael treaty with the EnglUh, 
557— Remainder of hU 
history until CoL Clive teats 
him on the mutnud 55^*569 
Uegna, river 338 337 
Meohaj Seraje Addeen 
Glorjaoy author of the 
laikat ^iUtay 81 83 
Merat, fort of sS 49 
Mewat, Government of 
166-7 

hlldnapore, town of, gives 
name to the district fonneily 
Jcllulr 184 5 203 — Annexed 
to Bengal, 403-3 


U 

hUkeh tribe of 64 
fiXindn, fort of 142 3 
hlodood King of Ghlzne,. 

36— Occupied by an Invasion 
of the Slljoklan Tartars, and* 
by civil wars, lb — DUpossed 
by the Hindoo princes of aU 
UiQ GbUncan conquests east 
of the Indus, except Lahore, 

37 — His death lb 

hloghul Dynasty Govemort 
of Bengal under the, 193- 
tJ ttj 

hlogbpU, attack the northem 
iroDller of the Afghan empire 
ofDehly 90 no n — Baber 
defeats Ibrahim Afghan, 
Emperor of Joanpore, i4o-> 
Hamayon, Moghul Emperor 
of Agra, overthrown by Shero 
Shah 167— The empire of- 
Hlndoostan reverts to the 
under Akbar, 174 — -The 
Moghul jagiedais In Bengal 
and Behar rebel against 
Akbar 193 4 , subdued 
chiefly by the sgency ob 
Hindoo commandan 196-7 
Mobaba, territory of, i so. 
Mohammed son of Mah- 
mood, Cbasy 33 
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Mohammed, (son of Au- 
rungzebe) detached in pur- 
suit of his uncle Shujaa, 293 
— His love for the daughter 
of Shujaa, 295 — He deserts to 
that prince, and marries her, 
298-9 — Unintentionally con- 
duces to the defeat at Ton- 
dah, 201 — Conclusion of 
history, 301-305 n, 

Mohammed Aazim — See 
Aazivi Shah. 

Mohammed Aazim, Gover- 
nor of Bengal under Aurung- 
zebe, 333 — Recovers Ghow- 
hatty from the Assamese, 
3341 — Re-called to com- 
mand under Aurungzebe 
against the Rajeputs, 

335. re-appointed to 

Bengal, 338-9 — ^Enforces the 
poll-tax from the Hindoos, 
lb. — His dispute with the 
English Governor at Hoogly, 
^^1-2 — ^War with the Com- 
pany, 342-43 — History of it in 
relation to Bengal till the 

death of Shaista Khan, 353 — 
His character, 354. 

I I , 


M 

Mohammed Add, Emperor 
of Dehly, 170-71. 

Mohammed Bukhtyar 
Khulijy, first Mohammedan, 
conqueror of Bengal, 56 — His 
previous history, 57 — Includ- 
ing the reduction of Behar, 
58— Invades Bengal, 61-62 — 
Surprises ^ Nuddeah, 62-63 — 
Makes Gour the capital, ib. — 
Destroys the Hindoo temples,, 
ib — Stamps the com in the 
name of the Sultan of Ghor, 
6374 — His unsuccessful ex- 
pedition to the cmintries of 
Bootan (or rarner South 
Assam, see 67 7;.) and Thibet, 
63*68 — His army destroyed, 
68 — Dies on his return, 69. 

Mohammed Ghory, (founder 
of the Ghorian Dynasty) takes, 
prisoner, by a mean strata- 
gem, and dethrones Khusero 
the Second, 42 — His previous 
history, 43-44 — Generalise; 
simo to his brother Ghyas 
Addeen, 45 — ^Takes the city 
of Tiberhind, 46 — ^Defeated. 
by Pittu Rai, and Candu Rai, 

I 47— In a second engagement 
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totallr ovorthro*! thoie 
princM. 

to GoU, ion of Piiw R*!* 
a promUo of Ulbulc 49— 
SeUcDcUy tb-DofoUtR” 
of Cannougt, 50— 
Duuof* *" ‘““P'" “ 

Baum, tb— Plonderi iho 
Gu«m Ib^-Take. Blm 
lb — Becomei Sultan by the 
dcuh of hli brother 51— 
Auaithuted by the tribe of 
Glcltera, lb 

Mohammed Hady 333“ 
MtcTtSud C«(y 
Mohamra It Khan Soor. 
Governor of Bengal under 
Sdlm Shah lyo-i' — On the 
uiurpatioa of the ImperUI 
throne by Mohammed \dn, 
aaiumca Independence lb — 
Slain In an engagement vrith 
Himu, vUer of Mohammed 
Add lb 

MobAmned ^Iccr Joomlt* 
Cosemor of Bcnjil under 
\un103zeHe 3y3 3y5 infra— > 
HiS previous hUlcij* 312 315 
JU//-J— Mates Dacc4 
the capital of Bengal 316— 
Iruodca Cooch Bchar, 31S— 


U 

Appoint* there a civil adml- 
nUtrailOD» 319 — ^Joined by 
the ton of the Raja, lb — 
Advance* to Atsam, 320 — 
Dlttreu of hli army, 321— 
Treaty with the Attameie 
King, 3*2 — Ho commence* 
hi* return, 323— Detache* a 
force to reconquer Cooch 
Bebar 324 — Diet lb — Hi* 
character lb 

Mohammed Mua*lm— -See 
[ Shah Aaium 

Mohammed Shah Emperor 
of Hlndoottan 436— Notice 
of bli death 525 s 
Mohammed Shcran, Deputy 
governor of Bengal under 
Mohammed Bohhtyar 64 
Mohammed Sheran, elected 
Chief by the Uiuiulman com 
mandert in Bengal auoinet 
the entlgu* of royally 70 — 
ReiUt* a now division of the 
ditfiict* 72 — Defeated and 
(alli In an affray lb 
Mohammed Sbujaa, (second 
ton of Shah Johan) Imperial 
1 Governor of Bengal, 27S— 
I \gain make* Rajemahel the 
I capital, lb. Allows the 
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English to establish factories 
in Balasore, and at Hooghly, 
281 — ^Removed to the govern- 
ment of Cabul, 282— Reins- 
tated in that of Bengal, ib — 
His character, 283 — Asserts 
his claim to the impenal 
throne, 284 — During a nego- 
ciation is surprised by his 
nephew Soliman, the general 
of his elder brother Dara, 

286 — Retreats to Mongier, 

287 — On the defeat of Dara 
by another rival brother, 
Aurungzebe, endeavours to 
conciliate the latter, ib — 
Takes the field as his com- 
petitor, 388 — ^Defeated by 
Aurungzebe, 291 — Retreats 
successively to Mongier, 293 
— Rajemahel, 300, — and 
Tondah, 297 — Joined by 
prince Mohammed, son of 
Aurungzebe, 298 — Defeat- 
ed by Meer Joomla, 301 
—Escapes with Mohammed 
to Dacca, ib — ^By an artifice 
of Aurungzebe rendered sus- 
picious of Mohammed 308 — 
Dismisses that prince with 
his daughter, 303 — Abandons 


M 

Bengal, — 306 Hospitably 
received by the Raja of 
Arracan, 307 — Besieged m 
the house assigned for his 
residence, 310 — ^Taken 

prisoner and dro^vned, 310-11 
— Reflections for the melan- 
choly fate of, 311-12 
Mohammed Tatar Khan, 
Governor of Bengal under 
Balm, 80 — His death, 81. 
Mohib Aleepore, 503. 
Maidapore, 665. 

Monaim Khan, Govepor ' of 
Bengal under the Emperor 
Akbar, 186 — Removes the 
capital from Tondah back to 
Gour, 187 — His death, 188. 
Mongier, tort and district of 
140, 159, i7'9, 288-9 
Mooneer, town of, 140 
Moorshud Cooly JaflS'er 
Khan, Dewan, Dapnty-Nazim, 
and' Nuwab of Bengal and 
Orissa under Aurungzebe, 490 
— His previous history' includ- 
ing his services as Dewan of 
Bengal, 398-401— On the 
succession of Behadur Shah 
confirmed as Deputy-Nazim 
and' Dewan, 403 — His des- 
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potic regalaUoQ of the xunlQ- 
dirlesacd aisomptioa of tho 
coUcctioai 403 4~He receiv- 
ed embxiilee of tobmlulon 
from the Ri^u of Tlpperoh 
Cooch Belur and Amm 405 
— DeieoU Raibeed Rban 

appointed governor bf 
Ferrokhsere 435<~On the 
aUblUhment of Feirokhure, 
remiu to that Fmperor the 
revenoe-ond obtains the onlt 
ed offices of Noxim and 
Devon, ib — Encourages the 
Moghul and Arabian tner 
chants, 437 — Refuses to 
acknowledge the Crmoot 
granted to the English, lb — 
Intrigues to thwart on ' 
embossjr from the English 
Fresidenocs to the Emperor 
419 — Frustrates the most Un 
portont concession mode to 
the Embassy, 434 — Obtains 
the goremment of Behor 4 }<^ 
—Is conhrmed In his vice- 
rojaltlcs by Mohammed 
Shah, lb— Represses a com 
motioa la Bengal, 437— 
Character of his government 
Uiuunied by a detail of 


U 

particular acts, 404415 438 
—Favourable view ot his 
character 43S— His death 

446 

Moorsbud Cooly Khan 
Deputy governor of Orissa 
under Serfenu Khan 462 — 
Expelled by Aly \ erdy Khan 
484 

Mooishndabad, (formerly 
AfuJtJksvcsoia^i) 361— Mode 
the capital of Bengal 402 3 

490 

Moorshudgunge 438 
Mooteejeel 531 
Uorung, Rsje of 414 

Moulton, city of 35 26 

Tenliory of 120 
Mu b a ri ck Shah, Emperor 
Debly, 101 

Mughs, (of Pegu and 

Arriuan) 343— And see 

Amuan 

Mukhsoosobod 268 now 

coiled Moorshudobad, 361 
hlukurrem Khan Governor 
ol Bengal under Jehongire 
364— Accidentally drowned, 
*65, 
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JMulk-Ala-Addeen, Governor 
of Bengal under Altumsh, 
^0 — Superseded, ib. 

Mulk Andiel Ferose Shah, 
iultan of Bengal, 130-31 — 
ais previous history, 126 130 
—Character of his reign, 129 
—His death, 122. 

Mulk Yusbek, Governor of 
Bengal under Musaood, 85 — 
3 is previous history, »b. — 
Unsuccessful expedition 

igainst Orissa, 86 — ^Invades 
and plunders Azmurdun, ib. 
— Assumes independence, ib 
— Invades Oudh, ib — 
Retreats to Bengal, ib. — In 
an expedition to Kamroop, 
defeated and mortally wound- 
ed, 87, 88. 

Muncara, village of, 561. 
Murdehun, city of — See 
Burdehun. 

" Musaood I King of 
Ghizne, 33 — ^Makes Balkh the 
5eat of empire ib. — His 
character, ib., 34 — Removes 
his court to Ghizne, ib. 
Reduces the Persian provin- 
ces of Kutch and Makeran, 


M 

lb. — Storms Sursutty in Cash- 
mire, ib. — ^Enters Sewalic, and 
takes the forf of Hansi, 35 — » 
Destroyes the Hindoo idols 
at Sunput, lb. — Deposed and 
murdered, ib. 

Musaood II., King of 
Ghizne, 36. 

Musaood III., King of 
Ghizne, 37 — Marries a 
princess of Siljoky, ib — ^His 
general, Toghan Sien, carries 
the Mohammedan conquests 
across the Ganges, 38— 
Musaood's death, ib. 

Mustapha Khan attempts to 
seize the government of 
Behar, 501— Slam in battle, 
504 et n, 

Mutteapore, 321, 

Muttra, a celebrated place 
of Hindoo worship 29. 

Muzuffir Khan Tirbutty, 
Governor of Bengal, Behar, 
and Orissa under Akbar, 193 

Remits a great revenue, 

— ^Eniorcing the new 
system of Akbar, causes a 
rebellion of Moghul jagier- 
dars, 194— The Emperor’s 


il 

officer* are expelled from 
Bengal and Behir 195— The 
Governor murdered by the 
Insurgent*, ib 
Mynpore, 584 547 8 

a 

Naaf, river, ayS 
N*dir Shah, the Penlan 
usurper, 465 — Date of hi* 
entrance Into Dehly 494 *• 
—Date of hi* departure, 47 
Nadonne, fort of a? 

Kagbore capital of Bher 
bhooro 76 8a 116 
Nagorc, (In the mountain* 
of Scwallc) fort of, 40 
Nagorkote sacred IcrxUory 
of 25 

Nuir, a slave usxup* the 
government of Bengal after 
the death of Ahmed Shah, 
i 3— Put to death by the 
nobles ib 

Nuir Addcen Vtceroy of 
Bengal and Behar under 
Miumib 77— Had prevtoualy 
defeated Gbja* Addccn ib— ' 
Ilia death, 79 


9 

Negro Slave*, frequently- 
promoted in India to impor-- 
tant situation* 1*5 
Neham tribe of 64 
Neherwala, 54 
Nerbudda, river, 254 
Nlamut Khan, gallant con 
duct of, 363-64 
Nidaxblra, forest of 325 
Nilab or Smde, river, 32 
Noor Jehan, (Jie beautiful) 
originally named hlher ul 
NUia, 222— On' the Riratslna- 
Uon of her husband marries 
the Emperor JehangLre, *31 
—Interferes In regard to the 
succession, 25a— Her In 

fluenco on the fashions and 
arts of India, 40 n 
Nuddeah, dly of, 59 — Dis- 
trict of, 372 

Nusscrlt Shah, (Noseeb 
Shah) Sultan of Bengal, 139— 
Subdues the countries of 
Tlrhoot, Hajypore and Mon 
gler 140— Hospitably recolv- 
cs Mahmood Lody after the 
overtbrovr of tne Afghan 
D)n3sty by the Emperor 
Baber , and marries the 
daughter of the lato Sultan 
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Ibrahim, ib. — Conciliates 

Baber who had sent an army 
to in\ade Bengal, 141 , and 
promises to give no further 
assistance to Mahmood Lody, 
ib — On the death of Baber 
disregards that engagement, 

141- 2 — His character, ib. — 
Assassinated by the eunuchs, 

142- 3. 

0 

©rissa, (Jagepore) The Raja 
of, defeats Toghan Khan, 
Governor of Bengal, 81 ; 
invades Bengal, and takes 
Naghore,S2 repels a Bengalese 
army under Mulk Yusbek, 
86 — Conquered by Soliman 
Shah Kerany, Sultan of Ben- 
gal, 175 — ^Left in the power 
of the Afghan Chief Daood 
Khan, a vassal to Akbar, after 
he had been deprived of 
Behar and Bengal, 187-— 
Relinquished to the Afghans 
by the Moghul Governor of 
Bengal under Akbar, 205 — 
The dominion of the province 
jcompromised, a 10 — Re-annex- 


0 

ed to the Moghul Empire, 
211 — ^The Afghans in Orissa 
rebel but are reduced by an 
imperial army from Bengal, 
^3 7-2 43, War between the 
governor of Orissa and the 
Nuwab of Bengal, terminates 
in the expulsion of the former, 
4S4 — Instruction of the pro- 
vince subdued, 485-487 — 
The Mahrattas invade the 
province, 505 and, after be- 
ing repeatedly expelled, 505- 
509 ; at length obtain it by 
cession from Aly Verdy, 
Nuwab of the three provinces, 
519 [And see Cutiack 
Bengal , and Behar . 1 
Ostend Company, accoimt of 
the, 454,e/ seq. 

Oude, government of, 71, 

119. 493 

Oude, plam of, 98. 

Oulaberea village of, 300. , 

P 

Paiks, infantry ^armed witn 
swords and spears, 126 
Paishawar, 22, 23, 45, 206 
Patan Empire, another name 
for the Afghan, 189 11. 
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PHelbanga, liltnd of, 236-7 
Palm, dty of 178 198 


Pega, terruory of 24* 


Phcnny river, 2-9 
Pipley, port of 266 
Planej, 555,558 560 
Poona, 326 490. 

Pooopoon, riser, 180 
PortugocM Pfratet, accoont 
of 217 t/ st<i — Contlnnatloa 
of their hUtory 244 48 
328 fl—SetUert, at Frlngy 
Bazar, 328^ S ettle- 

ment at^ Hoogly the Gov 
eroor of, refutes to 
a&tiu Shah Jehan, 255 — 
&ego of Hoogly, and ex 
pulilon of the Portuguese 
269-273 

Pilag now called Allahabad, 
200 


Pundua, mode the capital of 
Bengal, to6 108, 118 
Puniab 27, 36 46 
1 omeah dUtrla of 414 

Punoieta teal of the idol 
Jajeinam 462 li n 
Puuole, slUage of, 558 


B 

Rahul, 145 

Raje Glxhe antient HlndoO’ 
naioe of Rajemahel 212 n 
Rajomahcl, (formerly Ag^ 
mahel), mode by Man Sing 
the capital ot Bengal, Bebar 
and Onsia, 212, 229 — Court 
removed from, 234 — Again 
made the capital of Bengal, 
278 

Rajepoot, tribe of, 217 — 
Rsjepoou 54 — Rajepoot 
princet, 334 

Rangamntty, town of 67 n 
330 

Rashid King of Ghlzne, 

36 

Ravy river, 397 
Reniimporc fort of 353 
Rbotas, fort of, 148 208^ 
Described 164 — Stratagem 
of Shere Shah to obtain 
It. lb 

Rob mountainous country 
betueen Persia and India, 
*5< 

Roshenabad hfogbul name 
of Tipperah 461 
Rungpore foujedary of, 
464 
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Rupal, fort of, 37. 
Ruticnporc, Rajc of, 5S4 
f\>n Kcsary, 1S2. 

S 

Saatf.ullaporc, a place of 
Mohammedan worship 1 12, 

t ij 

Soctgon", fort of, 212 
— Ancient grandeur, 
272 }} — Date when it was 

the Seal of European fac- 
tories, 361 

Sal Kotc, fortress of, 46, 
Samana, \ 6 , 119. 

Samanian Dynasty, Ish- 
mael Sam any, the founder 
of, reigns in Bokhara, inde- 
pendent of the Khalifat. 18. 
Saringghur, fort of, all, 
Sarun, Sircar of, 97, 138. 
Seerpore, (probably Seram- 
pore ) 269 r/ u. 

Seerpore Attaya, 214- 
Sehsaram, district of i 47 » 
148, r6r. 

Seistan, 38 ‘ 

Sekunder. (Emperor of 
Dehly,) 138. 

Sekunder, Shah, Sultan of 
Bengal, 108 — Refuses to 


S 

acknowledge himself vassal 
to the Emperor Ferose, 109. 
— Invaded, takes refuge in 
Akdala — Obtains peace by a 
present and the promise of a 
tribute, ib. — His favourite 
son, Gyas Addeen, having 
rebelled, the aged monarch 
in an engagement with the 
rebels is mortally wounded, 

Sekunder Shah Sultan of 
Bengal deposed for incapa- 
city two months after being 
placed on the throne, 125. 
Sekundra, 424. 

Semyle, fort of, 320-21. 

Seraj ad Dowlah, Nuwab 
of Bengal and Behar, in- 
dependent of Aalumgeer 
II, 532, ib. «. — His pre- 
vious history, 517-520, 530- 
33. His character, 529— 
Fust acts of his govern- 
ment, 533 — Irritated at some 
proceedings of the English, 

534— Takes Cossimbazar, 
lb. — Besieges and carries 
Fort William, Calcutta, 

535- 538 — ^The English priso- 
ners inhumanly crowded 
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Into the Black Hole 539 — 
He rclcaaci the turvlvort, 
540— -Obuioj contribotloni 

irom the French and Dotch 
«tilemenl», C3y — Hla man 
dale to Shokot Jong govern 
or ol Pumeah produ ea a 
defiance 540 — Defeat and 
death of Shokut Jung 544 
— Hiilory of the Nuwab • 
war with the EngHah under 
Colonel Cllve^ till the treaty 
of 9ih of February 545 5 * 
—Vacillation of the Nuwab 
while the EngUih are re* 
dncing the French aeitle* 
menu 551 555— Influence 
of the Afghan mvailon on 
bis counciU, 553 — fill chief 
o&crs make seact over 
lutes to the English 553 — 
He reinforces bis army 
near Platscy 555 Courts 
Mttr JaiDcr and other 
dUcentented Chiefs, 357 — 
Sends a party to slew Mecr 
Ja-ficr ib — On the hostile 
adtance ot the English 
that ofliccr ib 
Their compact ib — \u€ra 


S 

bles his army 558 — Sends 
for the French detachment 
ib — Battle of Plassey 561 
pending which the Nuwab 
throws himself on the 
proteoion of Meet JilSer 
56a — Retreat ordered by 
the advice of Meer Jafiter 
563— The English enter 
the Nuwab s camp 564 — 
His troops desert in bodies 
lb — Ho retreats to Moorshu 
dabad lb —His flight to 
Rajemabel 565-'Detrayed 
by a derveUh, ib —His death 
566 

I Seramporc 33a 
I Seiferaa Khan, Nunab of 
Bengal and Orissa under 
Mohammed Shah, 466-- 
His charaaer 467— Rcmiu 
the revenues of three years 
to the Persian invader Nadir 
Shah, 468— Two Instances 
of the Nuwab s despotUra 
46S — Conspiracy against him 
ib —Menaced by Aly Verdy 
Khan, Governor of Debar be 
assembles the Bengal army, 
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473— Perfidiously attacked, 

474 — Is slam m battle, 475. 
Serhungs, a regiment of 

body guards raised by 
Hussein Shah, 135. 

Sewad, 15:1. 

Sewalic, 40, 49. 

Shahbazpore, island of, 
236-7. 

Shah Aalum, 394 — Com- 
petitor with Aazim Shah for 
the Empire of Hindoostan, 
lb — Defeats his brother, and 
takes the title of Behadur 
Shah 395. 

Shah Hussein, King of 
Joanpore, overthrown by the 
Emperor Sekunder, a fugitive 
at the court of Gour, 

137-3^ 

Shah Jehan, (third son of 
Jehangire) usurps the 
sovereignty of Bengal in the 
course of rebellion against 
his father, 258— Previous 
history of this rebellion, 252 , 
including the surprise of 
’Orissa, 254 — Reduces the 
province to Allahabad Joan- 
^pore, and Benaras, 261 — Is 


S 

defeated by the imperial 
army, 262 — Retreats to the 
Dekkan from Bengal, 263, 
submits to his father’s 
authority, and is forgiven, 
264 — Succeed to the imperial 
throne, 267-8 — Deposed by 
his son Aurungzebe, 28S, 
3II- 

Shahbaz Khan Kumbo, 
Governor of Bengal and 
Behar under Akbar, 204 — 
previous history, 205 
— Relinquishes Orissa to the 
Afghans, ib — Superseded 
and confined, ib. — Death of, 
206. 

Shaikh Ala Addeen — See 
Islam Khan. 

Shaista Khan, Governor cf . 
Bengal under Aurungzebe, 
225 — ^Drives the Arracanners 
from their positions on the 
Ganges, 327 — Invades Chitta- 
gong, 328-29, and annexes it 
to Bengal, 330— Recalled, 
lb — His character, ib. 331 

Sham Soury, (first Prince 
of Ghor) his history, 45 

Shere Afghan, prowess of, 
223-23 — Slam, 229 ^ 
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Sherc Shah* Sovereign of 
Bengal and Bohar 167— HU 
origin 151— Domeatic hU- 
toiy 153 // /^—Education, 
153 — EmpIoymeoU and ac 
tloQi until he becomea 
Regent of Bebar 154 59 
Including anecdotes of him 
«hen attending the Emperor 
Baber 1578 — Bj the deier 
uon of the yoong Ring of 
Bebar he becomei Sovereign 
of that country, 159— Obtaifca 
the fort of Chonar by 
marriage 161 — Hb com j 
promise with Mahmood Lody, 
respecting the dominion of 
Behar ib — Deaerta hfab> 
mijod I«ody, reipccting the 
dominion of Behar ib — 
DrserU Mahmood la a battle 
with the Emperor Homayon 
jOa—EIudes the Emperor's 
demand of the fort of Chunar 
i63--Eipeli Mahmood Shah, 
Sultan of Bengal 164 — By a 
ainuagem obtains the fort of 
Rhoui, lb, — Annihilates the 
Etnperor Homayon s tran 
•lent authority in Bengal, 


S 

i<$ 5 -.i.Unttes the kingdoms 
of Bengal and Behar auum- 
ing the title of Shere Shah ib 
— Totally defeats Homayon, 
and becomes Emperor of 
Hindoo atan, ib — Divides 

Bengal Into provinces 117— 
Killed at the siege of CalUn 
I ger 168 — Hli character and 
I public works ib , 169 
Sheregotty 294 
Sbokni Jung (Governor of 
Purneah) hU defiance to 
Seraje ad Dowlah 540— Slain 
in battle, 544 

Sbujaa Addeen Khan, 
Depmy*Governor of Bengal 
and OrUaa under hlohammed 
Shah 446 in/ra 448 — His 
previous history 446 448, 
443 tupra — Ho liberates the 
zemindars, 450 — Confirmed 
Governor of Bengal lb — 
Revenue of the province, 
451— HU cha r act e r 453 466 
— Increases the military 
cstabliihment, 454 — Allowed 
to appoint the Go>ernor of 
Behar 453-- Hli deputy in 
Orlm, restore* the Idol 
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Jagernaut, 461 — The Nuwab 
appoints Serferaz Khan his 
heir, 465 — His death, 466. 

Shums Addeen II. Sultan 
of Bengal, 116 — ^Defeated by 
the rebel zemindar Kanis, 
loses his life, 117 

Shumsheer Khan, one of 
the Generals of Aly Verdy 
Khan, suffers the Berar 
Mahratta Chief, whose line 
had been surrounded, to 
escape, 502 — Dismissed by 
Aly Verdy, ib — Usurps the 
government of Behar, 508- 
II — Defeated by Aly Verdy, 

and slam, 514 

Sicklygully, pass of, 145, 
146 

Siddee Buddee Dewaneh, 
(Muzuffir Shah Sultan of 
Bengal, 132 — His previous 
history, ib. supra — His 
reign cruel and tyrannical, 

lb — Rebellion against him 
headed by the vizier, ib. 
— ^Different accounts of his 
death, 133. 


S 

Sief Addeen Assulateen, 
Sultan of Bengal, 166 — His 
character, and death, ib. 

Sief Addeen Toork, Gov- 
ernor of Bengal under 
Altumsh, 80 — Dies by poison, 
lb. 

Silhet, district of 87 
481. 

Siljokian Tartars, 36, 38 
Sinde, river, 22, 32 
Singee, English factory at,_ 

341. 

Sirye, river, 97. 

Soane, river, 141*2, 505 
Soliman Shah Kerany, 
Sultan of Bengal, 172 — His 
previous histoiy, ib — He 

makes Tondah his capital, 
174 — Conciliates the Em- 

peror Akbar, ib — Subdues- 
Orissa 175 — Treacherously 

assassinates Ibrahim, forms 
erly Emperor of Dehly, ib. 
— Invades and plunders 
Cooch Behar, ib — Quells 
an insurrection in Orissa, 
176 — Affects to hold his- 
dominions of Akbar, ib. 
— His death, ib 
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SocD Kaftt, an Hindoo 
Idd 31 

Soonamooky, river 519 u 
Sooty 257 300 555 
Subanrecka, nver >39 
519 n 

Subdbalf fort oC, aia 
Sabuctageep^ mounts the 
throne of Ghlrne, so rupra 
— Invades Hlndootun, si 
— Takes the countries of 
Lumghan and Pajihavur 
.i—H«s death lb 
Strmunder Hindoo tume 
of the lodbrn Sea, 65 
Snoarcote 111 
Suodeep Island of S35*-6 


LSuneigong cUy of 93 r/ « , 
iii-^ovemment of 

loA 

Swspui, a place of Hindoo 

•softhlp 35 


Vat, 350 333 34S 
Viuityfortof 34 49 
' river 46 48 

ijed Hustein Ala Addeen 
.aulUn of Bengal 133— Ills 
S-Hxlous hUt07 Ib sapra, 


S 

134— On his elevation, per- 
mits Gout to b* plondered 
ib — Reduces tbe Falks, 
raises another regiment of 
body guards, and dismisses 
the Abyssinian troops, 135 — 
Character of his reign, 136 — 
Invades and plonden the 
kingdom of Assam ib — His 
onsuccessfol expedition to 
Kamroop lb — Bnilds a fou 
on the Gonduk, 137 — HU 
public works lb — He affords 
an asylum to Shah Hussein 

135— Averts the intended 
hostlbues of the Emperor 
Sfkunder obtains a peace 
acknowledging the Indepen 
dence of Bengal lb ~Hls 
death 139 

T 

Tanna, fort of 347 8 36 
(/f$ 549. 

Tan>ao, or Tangan a 
ipeaes of horse 67 e/ n 
' Tartars, under Tlmour 
[ noUce of their defeating 
' Mohammed UL 118 9. 
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Telingana, territory of, 

313 

Ternagurr>, pass of, 145, 
146 

Thannasar, town of, seat of 
the idol Jug Soom, 26 

Thibet, 63, 213. 

Tiberhind, city of, 46 — 
Government of, 85 

Timour, invades India, 
118-19. 

Timour Khan Keran, Gov- 
ernor of Bengal, 84 — His 
previous history, ib. — ^His 
death, ib. 

Tippera, Rajah of, sends 
presents to the Nuwab of 
Bengal, 404-5— Territory of, 
91 (see lagtnagur ) — Becomes 
a province of the Moghul 
Empire, 459-460, 480 

Tirhoot, 77 — Government 
of, 102, I40‘i> 213. 

Todermul Raja, Commis- 
sioned by Akbar to reduce 
the rebellion in Bengal and 
Behar, 196 — Recovers Behar, 
198 — Is superseded, 200. 

Toghan Khan, Viceroy of 
Bengal, 79— His previous 


T 

history, ib — Invades Tirhoot, 
8 q — A nnexes Kurrah Manik- 
pore to Bengal, ib — His 
unsuccessful expedition to 
Jagepore, 81 — Besieged in 
Gour by the Onssiansi 8r — 
Relieved by the army of 
Oude, lb. — Battle between 
the two Mohammedan armies, 
lb.— -Toghan resigns Bengal 
to Timour Khan, 83 — 
Appointed Governor of 
Oude, lb — His death, ib 

Toghril, (Mogies Addeen) 
Governor of Bengal under 
Balm, 90 — Reduces the Rajas 
on the north-east, 91 — In- 
vades arid plunders Jage- 
nagm, ib — Proclaims himself 
King of Bengal, ib. — Defeats 
two armies sent against him, 
92— On the approach of the 
Emperor with sr third army, 
retires to Jagenagur, 93 — 
Surprised in his camp, and 
slain, 94-95. 

Tondah, district of, 150-2, 
156, 174 « — City of, made 
the capital of Bengal, 174 — 
Deserted, ib. «. 
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Ton»e, river 262 
Toorkcitan, 52 75 
Topaues, Indho Porto, 
giiese 561 

TravelUfig In India— 
Mohammed Aazim • ex 
peditioaa mode of 335 
Tughllk, Emperor of Dehly, 

lOX 

ToghUtabid (TugJiliijKiri) 
HI 

Tughllkpore or CoUikpore, 

138 

TurrTana moantaliu 136, 

T 

Vtngapaum, 353 
VUUpore 356 


Y 

Yogan Tont, Governor of 
Bengal, 84 — Hit death, Ib 
Ymtif Shah, Saltan of Ben 
gah 124— A ]Uit admimatrator 
ofthelawa, 125 — Hia death 

n> 

Z 

ZabaUttao Kingdom of, 20 
Zemtnleh, fort of, 17S 
ZiogU Khan, 91/1, 

Znilerabad 109 
Zyn AddcfflJ Deputy gover 
nor of Bchar 491 480— 

Defeati Muitapha Khan, vrho 
falls In an attempt to usurp 
the government of the pro- 
vince, 504— Is assassinated 
511 12 


THE END 
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T 

Tchm, nver 26? 

Tooriestvi« 52 75 
Topittes, Ind^ Fortn, 
goese, 561 

TraveDuig lo India— 
Mohammed Auhn 1 ex 
pediUous mode of 335 
Tughllk, Emperor of Debly, 
101 

Tughlflubad (Tugkltkport) 
J 53 

TughlDtpore or Cutllkport 
138 256-7 

Tuiryant, mounUlni 1 36, 

V 

Vlsgapaum 353 
VUUpote 3^6 


y 

Yogan Tunt, Governor of 
Bengal 84 — HU death, lb 
Yusnf Shah, Saltan of Ben* 
ga\ 

of the laws, 125 — HU death 
!b 

Z 

Zabnllitan Kingdom of, 2(% 
Zeminleh, fort of 17S 
ZlngU Khan, 91 n 
Zofferabad 109 
Zjn Addees Depu^ gover 
nor of Bchar 491 480— 

DefeaU Mostapba Khan who 
falU In an attempt to ufurp 
the government of the pro^ 

I vince, 504 — Is assassinated 
5U IS 


TffS END 



